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TH  E  Author  does  not  me?in,  by  a  Pre- 
face, to  make  fafliiohable  unmean- 
ing apologies  fof  intruding  his  thoughts 
on  the  Public.  If  there  is  any  obligation 
on  either  fide,  the'  v/otld  is  Certainly  as 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  Book  as  he 
*  can  be  to  them  for  reading  it*  Authors 
furely  dcferve,*  at  leaft,  thanks  a&  well  as 
criticifm  from  their  country  for  their  la^ 
hours*  But  thanks  and  compliments  are 
here  out  of  the  queftion.  The  coinmon 
cant  of  perfonal  politenefs  is  not  a-profios 
in  this  cafe.  Though  he  feels  himfelf  high- 
ly honoured  and  obliged  by  many  refpeiSa- 
ble  individuals  J  the  Public  is  not  an  in- 
dividual, to  be  wheedled  like  a  child,  or 
foothed  like  a  tyrant ;  but  fhould  certainly 
be  treated  with  truth  and  fmcerity,  which 
dfesll  not  iii  compliments,  and  feldom  re- 
quire apologies* 

Though  it  caft  little  concern  the  world 

to  know  whether  this  correfpondence  was 

A3  .  originally 
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PREFACE. 


originally  intended  for  publication,  the 
Writer  thinks  proper^  to  .mention  t|at, 
having  refided  abroad,  at  different  periods 
of  life,  and  in  fitudtions  that  gave 
him  OGc^fion  to  fee;  mope  of  Spain,  and 
fome  other  countries,  than  ha«  ufually 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  travellers,  he  was  thciKie 
led  to  obferve  and  reflect,  perhaps  with  a 
more  continued  attention  than  ordinary,  on 
the  people,  their  arts,  police,  charadker^ 
and  above  all,  on  the  ftate  of  fociety,  and 
the  gr6at  art  of  government,  on  which 
depend  fo  much  of  the  progrefsy  civiliza- 
tion, and  X  ];iappinefs  of  mankind.  Some 
of  his  remarks  having  been  communicated 
to  friends  and  relations,  they  have  thought 
the  following  worth  preferving  by  paiblica-" 
tion. 

In  fuch  a  correfpondence,  great  inequali- 
ties, and  want  of  ftrid:  conne<9:ion,  muft 
be  expected:  regularity  and  fyftem  were  not 
intended.  The  Author  has  digreffed  to  a 
variety  of  fubjeds,  as  the  different  views  in 
travelling  brought  them  before  him,  and 
has  indulged  in  refledions  which  feemed 
12  thea 
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iben  of  impoitai^ce.  Some  of  them  may 
ftiU  appear  new,  others  perhaps  interdfting 
to  mattyi  and  even  the  moft  fingular  may* 
be  acceptable  to  forae  readers;  for^  it  is 
knagined  that,  by  following  only  his  own 
ideas  and  opinions,  he  is  the  mord  likely 
to  be  original,  and  differetlt  from  other 
ktter-writters  of  the  fame  kind.  He  only 
pretends  to  give  a  few  hints  or  fleetches  of 
wliat  might  be  faid  on  the  various  fubjcds 
and  i^ations  here  mentioned,  nor  does  he 
always  prefume  to  decide  on  conteftcd  ot 
probable  opinions*  Much  more  might 
doubtlefs  be  obferved  in  another  jouftiey 
to  the  fame.  Countries.  In  many  fubjeds^ 
all  our  attempts  towards  truth  and  know-- 
ledge  cafi*  form,  at  bell,  perhaps  only  « 
perpetual  and  indeterminate  approxima^ 
icion« 

Without  attempting  to  improve  much 
vpon  the  carelefs  ftyle  and  freedom  of 
private  letters,  he  has  here  endeavoured 
fomewhat  to  correal  and  arrange  them^ 
and  to  make  Cotm  additions  from  jrecoUec^ 
A  4  tion, 
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tion,  and  other  iiiformation.  To  any  rni-^ 
eommon  degrees  of  elegance  he  forms  no 
pretenfiOns,  and  aims  only  at  being  und^r- 
ftood.  Some  degree  of  negligence  indeed 
as  to  ftyle,  or  at  leaft  fine  ftyle,  he  con- 
feffes  may  be  rather  intentional,  from,  a 
love  of  brevity  and  fimplicity,  and  from  a 
dilinclinationtojoin'in  the  growing  affefl:-'. 
ation  of  the  age,  the  real  improvement  of 
which  he  is  more  folicitous  to  promote, 
than  he  is  ambitious  of  its  praife ;  and 
wifhes  tON  fee  a  greater  importance  and  at- 
tention given  to  ufeful  knowledge,  than 
to  any  tumid  or  pedantic  manner  of  writ- 
ing, which  he  thinks  neither  fuitable  to  the 
character  of  the  nation,  nor  of  their  lan- 
guage. In  writing  to  different  people, 
from  the  fame  country,  the  fame  fubjefts 
muft  frequently  recur,  which  h^  has  liere 
endeavoured  to  avoid. 

But,   after  all,  if  a  few  repetitions,  or 

rather  returns  of  the  fame  ideas,  though 

in  different  terms  and  points  of  view,  or 

if  any  inaccuracies  of  language,  and  ten-^ 

.      .  dency 
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dency  to  foreign  idioms,  fliould  ftill  remain, 
it  is  hoped  his  greater  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter than  the  manner  will  be  admitted  as 
fufficient  apology. 

Thefe  journies  were  undertaken,  fome 
on  bufinefs,  others  from  pleafure  and  curio- 
fity^  The  firft,  to  Barbary,  was  an  em- 
bafly  from  General  Cornwallis,  governor 
of  Gibraltar,  to  the  Emperor  of  Moroco, 
on  various  public  bufinefs,  in  which  the 
Author  had  the  pleafure  of  fucceeding  to 
the  fatisfadion  of  all  parties. 


CONTENTS 


O  F    T  H  E 


FIRST      VOLUME. 


Letter  page 

1.     ARRIVAL  at  Tetuan,  and  at  La 
/tL  Rache.     Of  the  Moors.     Of  the 
*  Prince  Muley  Ali  Acid  -  r 

IL  Differences     between    European    and 
African  Manners.  Population.  Arts, 
Induftry.     Their  Inferiority         -         12 
II]t.  Uncomfortable  Situation  at  Mequinez      20 

IV.  Of  the   Emperors,    the  Prince,    and 
,   the  Modes  of  Living,  of  Travelling, 

Sec.  •  -  23 

V.  TheDowars.    Domeftic  Employments, 

and  Manners.  Opprei&on  and  In- 
fecirrity  -  -  27 

VL  An  Audience  of  the  Emperor.  His  Fa- 
mily, his  Court.  Injuftice,  Govern- 
ment, ice.  -  -  36 

VII.  Difappointed  in  the  Hopes  of  Admiffion. 
Royal  Caprices,  Indolence,  Unhap- 
pinefs,  Avarice..    Defpotifm'.  44 


jtii  c  o  N  t  Eij  t  i, 

LETTER  '  PACif 

VIII.  Of  the  Emperor.     The  Inhabitants  of 

the  Plains  and  the  Mountains,  and     ' 
ancient  Arabian  Race.     Importance 
of  national  Intercourfe    ,  •         5^ 

IX.  Difficulties  of  any  Ghatnge  or  Progrefs 
*  here.     Negligence,  &c.  -  58 

X.  Of  the  Prince,  and  Emperor.   Peculi- 
arities -  ^62 
XL  More  Anecdotes  of  the  Emperor.   Bad 
Accommodations,     znd     Stat6     of 

the  Arts  -  -  -     68 

XII,  Of     political    Innovations.      Foreign 

Travel.     Lawgivers.     Emperor  jj 

XIIL  The  Improbability  of  Improvements. 
The  Spaniard  in  favour.  Our  bad 
Pdicy  -  -  S% 

XIV.  Geographical  and  phyfical  Ideas.    Culti- 
vation. Life.  Difeafes.  Deilrudion.^ 
Conjectures  in  Natural  Hiftory  SS 

XV.  Sketches  of  the  Population,  Revenues, 
and  Force  of  the  Country.  Its  Con- 
quefis  or  Colonization,  and  Womeh    95 

XVI.  Of  the  rude  and  civilized  State.     Of 

Education.     Comparative  Remarks    m 
XVII.  A  political  Reverie  -  .         xiS 

XVIII.  Political  Opinions  and  Ad  vied  151 

XIX.  Of  the  Emperor,  his  Charafler,  Go- 
vernment, Policy,  and  their  Effefts. 
Of  the  Moors,  and  of  national  Cha- 
rafters.  Of  Juftice,  Government, 
and  State  of  Society  .  156 


CONTENTa.  xili 

f.EtTER  FAG« 

XX.  Of  fome  Cuftoms,  Arts,  Audiences, 
Muley  Idris.  Religion.  Colonies. 
Blacks.  Sea  Ports.  Money  and 
Meafureis.     Concluiioo  *        i^| 


F    R    A    N    C    £• 

I,  Of  fird  Impreffions  and  Objeds  of 
Travel,  Men  and  Things.  Govern- 
ments. Truths  of  Importance,  Read- 
ing infujSicient.     Of  the  French  j^| 

JI,  Of  Prepoffeffions,  French  Regulations. 
Their  Induftry,  Charafter,  Separa- 
tions.    Size  and  Forms  of  Govern- 
ment.    Uniformity.     Tyranny  203 
III.  Of  Agriculture.    The  People.    Their 

pecline,  and^mportance  -       212 

JV.  Of  Government.  French  Impediment 
to  Improvement.  Their  Lands, 
Cattle,  Farming.     Of  Flanders        aig 

V,  Of  Travellers.    Society.  Two  Clafles. 

Of  Paris,  and  the  Learned  ^     230 

VI.  French  Charafter,  and  national  Tafte    238 
yil.  Fine  Art?  -  -  247 

yjll.  Commerce.      Manufafturcs.     Reflec- 
tions -  -.  255 
}Xf  Artifts.  Nationalities.  Theatres.    Rcr 

^e£Uons,    Language  -  262 


xW  CONTENTS* 

.  LETTER  PAPB 

X.  Of  Traveling.    Obfervations  on  ar^ 

bitrary  Power,  &c.  -  269 

XI.  Of  Studies  and  aSive  Purfuits.     The     - 
French  and  Englifl^  their  Govern- 
ments        '  -  -  -  277 
XII.  French  Pre-eminence,   Arts,  Trades, 

Intercourfe  -  -  285 

XIIL  French  >  Cqnverfation    and  JSocieties, 

Language,  and  Singing  -  293 

ICiy.  Of  the  Revival  of  Tafte  and  Science, 

and  Decline  -  -  300 

XV,  On  Women  -  -  307 

XVI.  The  fame  Subje<a  continued  r      318 

XVIIt  The  fame  Swbje<a  continued  -     326 

XVIIL  Educatioa  -  -  335 

XIX,  Of  Language.     Of  the   French,  its 

Influence.     Of  Mufical  Language     .346 

XX.  Of  fpeaking  Languages.     Of  Style       356 
XXL  On  Mufic  -  •  369 

XXlh  Paris.    France.    Poetry,  French  and 

Itgli^n.    Of  Writing  -  429 

XXIIL  The  French  a  great  Nation*    General 

Refle£lioAS  , «  -  438 

XXIV,  Travellers.  French  Peculiarities ;  their 
Civility,  Etourderie,  Urbanity,  Phi- 
lofophy,  Impofing,  Public  Spirit         446 
XXV.  On  our  Changes  in  Tafte,  &c.   Of  the 

French  Military  •  456. 


CONTENTS.  XV 

jLETTER  PAO« 

XXVI.  The  Schools,  Military,  &c.    Of  the 

nionaftic  Orders  and  Superftition        465 
XXyil.  National   Emiilation,   and    American 

War    ^        -  -  -  478 

XXVIII.  Memorandums  of  difFcrenfJournies      485 


t  E  T- 


-,v  •■  •« 


J 
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FROM 

B    A    R    B    A    K    Y, 

T  O 

FRIENDS   At   GIBRALTAR. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    I. 

Arrival  at  Tetuarf^  and  at  La  Rache.^^Of 
the  Moors. — Of  the  Prince  Muley  Alt 
Acid. 

La  Rache,  Nov.  1771. 

OF  this  little  African  journey,  or  em- 
baffy,  which  we  have  undertaken, 
and  at  length  begun,  I  do  not  mean 
to  trouble   you   with   very  circumfts^ntial 
accourfts — nor  with  defcriptions,  itineraries, 
or  journals,  nor  perhaps  with  any  thing  in 
Vol.  I.  B  the 
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tlie  ufual  ftyle  of  Travels:  a  few  detached 
obfervations  on  the  people,  vsith  fuch  re- 
fkaions  as  I  may  think  worth  your  notice, 
will  probably  be  the  chief  amount  of  what 
you  have  to  exped::  et  tout  a  ma  fapn^ 
retaining  always  the  liberty  to  ftop  at 
any  place  I  pleafe,  and  digrefs  to  any 
fubje£t  that  may  conxq  near  my  way,  or 
feem  connected  with  it: — but  all  as  time 
and  occafion  may  chance  to  fuit :  the  na- 
tural uncertainty  of  all  human  hopes  feems 
to  increafe  as  we  advance  upon  this  dreary 
continent :  you  muft,  take  the  little  I  can 
give,  atid  be  thankfuL  If  we  could  ireftrain 
the  minutenefs  of  modern  trifling  curio- 
fity,  and  go  ftraight  tp  what  is  ufeful,  how 
much  labour  might  'l)e  faved,  and  how 
much  farther  might  we  go! 

You  heard  of  our  arrival  at  laft,  after  all 
thfe  oppofition  of  weather  and  Ginoefe  fea- 
manlfaip :  but  thofe  weite  billy  the  beginning 
of  our  labours : — the  difficulties,  noife,  wrang- 
lings,  and  time  Idl,  in  getting  to  Tetuauj  after 
landing  within  a  mile  of  ij,  and  insetting 
the  fmalleft  thing  done  in  this  country, 

arc 
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|Lre  not  ^o  be  equalled  even  in  Spain,  nor  in 
any  other  pl|pe  you  may  be  acquainted  with. 
Tetuan  is  confidered  as  the  beft  town  in  thefc 
dominions,  but  to  us  it  appeared  a  very 
wretchjed  place.  A  dreary  filence,  poverty, 
indolence,  and  dirt,  were  to  us  the  ftriking 
features  of  their  firft  and  moft  populous  city. 
Its  inhabitants  are,  however,  their  beft  look- 
ing people,  being  probably  a  mixed  race  from 
Spain,  Arabs,  and  natives.  Upon  the  banks 
of  that  little  river  which  pafles  near  the 
town,  there  is  fome  tolerable  cultivation^ 
and  fome  little. gardens;  but  all  of  them 
jealoufly  concealed,  and  curiouflv  fhut  up, 
almoil  as  much  as  their  houfes  m  town, 
where  there  is  not  a  window  nor  an  open- 
ing to  be  feen. 

Among  fo  many  new  objf  ds,  one  hardly 
knows  which  to  mention;  for  to  mention 
all  is  impoffiblp.  The  total  want  of  fociety, 
and  almoft  of  converfation  among  them- 
felYes,,feems  to  us  equally  difmal  and  fur- 
prifing.  People  brqd  in  fuch  countries 
are  tcdally  ignorant  of  the  focial  principle 
which  we  fuppofe  natural  to  man.  Though 
B  2  yoked 
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yoked  by  nature  to  each  other,  and  brought 
to  live  together  in  towns  for  Inutual  con* 
venience,  yet  are  they  unacquainted  with 
the  pleafures  of  fociety,  and  incapable  of  en-> 
joying  them :  their  very  houfes  and  gardens 
look  like  prifons  to  fliut  themfelves  up  in, 
and  to  exclude  every  eye,  and  almoft  the 
light  of  the  fun,  and  feein,  as  it  were,  to 
turn  away  from  each  other.  When  by 
chance  two  or  three  people  are  feen  fitting 
togeither,  which  is  feldom,  and  commonly 
upon  their  heels  on  the  dirty  ground  againft 
a  wall,  it  is  all  in  filence :  we  feldom  fee 
them  converfe,  I  think,  except  when  angry* 
Such  are  Eaftern  manners,  and  the  effeds 
of  oppreflion!  Men,  while  opprefTed,  are 
not  communicative^  and  they  muft  pro- 
bably be  at  their  eafe  before  they  can  be 
fociablc  and  humane. 

The  French  fay,  qutlfaut  aimer  quelque 
chofe  toujoursy  but  I  think  thefe  people 
love  nothing.  A  fullen  indolence  and  in- 
difference feem  to  exclude  every  paflion 
and  principle  of  adivity;  and  we  tJo  not 
yet  fee  where  the  labour  can  be,  in  this 

country. 
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country,  fufficient  to  maintain  its  inha- 
bitants. The  Moorifh  charader  may  be 
fomewhat  changed  and  degenerated  fince 
the  times  they  flouriflied  in  Spain.  The 
iron  hand  of  tyranny  haa  helped  to  render 
them  ftill  more  felfifh  and  malevolent;  and 
what  is  worfe  for  fociety,  helplefs  and. in- 
dolent beings.  Such  are  the  fubjedts  thai 
defpotifm  muft  ever  expedt  to  form!  Yet 
we  are  told  they  love  money  to  excefsi 
Human  nature  is  full  of  inconfiftencies. 
This  love  of  money  feems  to  be  a  plant 
that  will  grow  any  where,  and  thrive  beft 
where  it  feems  to  have  the  leaftnourifh- 
ment.        * 

But  to  go  on  with  our  journey.  After 
wrangling  for  three  days  with  a  ftupid  and 
brutifti  governor  q£  Tetuan  (who  is  a  flioe- 
maker  and  a  private  foldier)  concerning 
horfes  and  mules,  though  he  had  the  Em- 
peror's drders.to^furnifti  us;  then  nearly 
thretf  days  journey,  chequered  with  various 
difputes  and  accidents,  now  of  fmall  import- 
ance, through  a  variable  country,  with  fome 
fine  woody  hills,  we  arrived  at  this  place. 
B  3  We 
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Wc  were  carried  diredly  to  the  Prince, 
faluted  with  great  .guns,  and  attended  by 
a  rabble  of  what  they  call  foldiers.  The 
Prince's  impatience  to  fee  us,  his  eager 
jnariner  of  receiving  arid  furveying  us 
with  in  appiirent  pleafiire  and  opennefs  ot 
pountenancei  gave  fome  hopes  of  a  natural 
f uriofijtv  apd  warmth  of  heart ;  but  we 
liave  already  had  time  to  be  undeceived  J 
for  momentary  exertions  foon  give  wiay  to 
habitual  floth  or  luxury.  Siich  iis  top  bftea 
the  unhappy  fate  of  high  birth,  and  is  here 
perhaps  inevitable* 

Gur  prefents  were  likewife  produced* 
My  celeftial  globe  attradted  moft  of  his 
attention,  and  I  was  in  hopes  he  un- 
derftood  fomething  of  it,  having  read  and 
heard  of  thieir  being  f&merly  addided  to 
aftronomy  and  mathematics;,  bttt  was  foon 
i»deceived  by  his  queftions  an^  obferva- 
tions,  though  artfully  contrived  to  conceal 
his  ignorance;  but  ignorance  can  feldom 
be  concealed.  He  faid,  that  he  had  once 
a  matter  who  knew  much  more  than  all 
the  Chriftians.  ?  *     , 

We 
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Wc  were  fent  for  next  day,  and  con- 
dui^ed  out  of  town,  where  flood  feven 
mortars,  of  three  different,  but  unknown, 
dimenfions*  Throwing  fhells  is  of  late  the 
great  paffion  of  this  royal  family.  He  faid  he 
had  heard  of  the  great  ikill  of  us  Chriftians, 
and  of  mine  in  particular,  in  artille;ry,  and 
defired  we  would  throw  a  few  fhells.  A 
barrel  of  Dutch  powdor^ood  ready  opened, 
and  we  were  defired  to  fire  at  a  pole  that 
ftood  at  fome  diftance.  We  endeavoured 
to  remonftrate  on  the  neceflity  of  knowing 
that  diflance,  the.dimehfions,  weights;  to 
have  the  inftruments  which  we  had  brought 
on  purpofe,  and  to  fhcxw  his  Highnefs  their 
ufe:  but  all  in  vain.  \Ve  were  defired  to  fire, 
jind  to  make  hafte.  .My  intention  was  to 
be  politely  obflinate,  but  I  fufFered  myfelf 
to  be  perfuaded  on  political  confiderations, 
which  I^hav^  fince  found  to  be  wrong, 
and  that  my  firfl  ideas  were  the  beft.  We 
contrived,*  however,  to  walfc  to  the  pole, 
to  fee  how  near  his  Highnefs  had  thrown  a 
iheU.  We  privately  counted  our  paces, 
aud  guefTed  the  dimenfions  of  the  pieces  by 
the  help  of  opr  fingers,  and  the  powder 
B  4  by 
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by  fight,  feeling,  fcifr. ;  and  though  the 
weights,,  powder,  dimenfipns,  were  all  fo 
imperfe£Hy  known,  we  chanced  to  come 
.  pretty  near  the  mark,  which  furprifed,  but 
did  not  pleafe  him ;  and  I  have  fince  found, 
that :  nobody  muft  pretend  to  fire  fo  well  as 
the  Prince. 

We  continue  to  be  fent  for  frequently, 
and  treated  variably,  juft  as  the  fits  of 
royal  caprice  chance  to  operate.  Sometimes 
with  compliments,  and  at  others  with 
negle£t,  or  worfej  fomctimes  with  their 
greateft  honours,  W5s.  having  fome  bad 
powder  fired  in  pur  faces  by  what  they  call 
their  troops,  chiefly  horfe ;  and  fometimes 
by  being  turned  out  of  court,  head  and 
fhoulders, .  in  the  moll  rude  ^nd  violent 
manner. 

* 

.    f  heir  troops,  if  they  now  defe^ve  that, 
name,  might 'be  made  tolerable  light  horfe, 
under   good   oflScers;    and    the^breecf.of 
horfcs,  now  rather  fftiall,  but  of  ^  ^obd 
race,    might   eafily  be   impfoved   in   tjlis 


country. 


Their 
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Their  arms,  though  not  uniform,  they 
fay,  are  moftly  made  in  the  country,  which 
I  do  not  believe,  as  there  is  no  appearance 
of  art,  materials,  or  even  tools,  fuflBicient 
for  that  purpofe. 

But,  left  I  Ihould  forget,  I  cannot  help 
mentioning  my  amazement,  that  you  fhould 
fo  long  continue  to  employ  only  Genoefe, 
and  other  foreign  feamen,  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  your  garrifon,  whom  you  are 
breeding  up  for  your  enemies,  when  you 
could  he  fo  eafily  and  better  ferved  by  your 
own.  Half  your  prefent  number,  if  Eng- 
lilh  veiFels  and  feamen,  would  ferve  you 
better.  Some  fay  that  the  Englifh  could 
not  live  where  thefe  do,  but  I  think  it  //  not 
true.  Hundreds  round  many  of  your 
coafts  would  be  glad  of  the  employ.  That 
the  Enjglifh  would  be  faticier,  as  fome 
fancy,  I  likewife  doubt. 

•  i  dStfe  fay  fome  of  our  friends  will  envy 
vx  thd  happinefs  and  knowledge  to  be 
ilpquired  b)«r  this  improving  journey  and 
endbaiy,  by  fo  intimate  an  acquaintance 
""^  •  V  with 
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v^ith  this  polifhed  and  enlightened  nation, 
and  with  fuch  accomplifhed  princes.  I 
h^ve  enquired,  and  find  fome  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  my  royal  pupil  underftands 
fomething  of  addition,  ))ut  that  multipli- 
cation and  divifion  are  beyond  his  reach 
Cr  application ;  and  it  is  thought  he. 
can  read  his  own  language.  But  he  has 
ftrong  notions,  which  he  cannot  con- 
ceal, of  conquering,  fome  time  or  other, 
all,  or  at  leaft  half  the  Chriflians.  You 
may  from  thence  form  fome  notion  of  his 
education,  judgment,  and  ideas.  I  do  not 
yet  forefee  how  I  fliall  come  off  with  this 
part  of  my  embafly.  You  may  eafily  per- 
ceive that  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  teach  them 
much. 

What  this  Emperor  means.  Is  not  al- 
ways eafy  to  guefs  j  but  at  prefent  it  is  not 
very  difficult.  The  quantity  of  military  ^ 
ftores,  of  cannon,  mortars,  howitzers,  fhells 
(all  moflly  Dutch,  and  hence  not  allK^  to 
be  depended  on),  which  he  is  coU^yig^  li 
almofl  incredible,  after  feeing  his  countjljr* 
fo  poor,    ignorant,    and   miferable.      But 

ther* 
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there  is  a  total  want  of  all  the  other  fmall 
(lores  neceffary  to  an  artillery  of  any  fervice ; 
and  indeed  of  numerous  other  things,  and 
trades  proportioned  to  theFe.  I  fee  no 
reafdii  ^hy  you  fhbuld  {cmpXt  to  help 
them  out,  as  far  as  they  can  be  helped, 
which  is  not  far;  2lhd  you  need  be  under 
no  fear  of  improving  them  too  much. 
They,  or  at  leaft  you,  ought  to  know  that 
it  is  impojpble. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R.     II. 

Differences  between  European  and  African 
Manners.  ^^^  Population."^  Arts.  ^^'^Induf-^ 
try, — Their  Inferiority.  \   ■      , 

THE  vaft  difference  in  every  thing  on 
pafling  thofe  ftraits,  *  is,  perhaps, 
greater  than  in  any  equal  diftance  on  our 
globe,  and  muft  fo  ftrike  an  European, 
that  he  knows  not  where  to  begin  to  give 
any  account  of  men  or  things  here. 

We  are  aftonifhed  at  the  total  difference 
in  manners,  cufloms,  habits,  opinions,  drefs, 
food,  arts,  tools,  ^c.  at  the  different  and 
oppofite  ways  of  doing  almoft  every  thing; 
as  if  thq  people  on  thefe  oppofite  fhores 
meant  in  every  thing  to  fhew  their  averfion 
to  each  other.  But  I  fhall  n^t  attempt  de-* 
fcriptions,  which  are  almofl  always  inade- 
quate. What  I  may  think  pradticable  to 
give,  you  may  probably  get,  if  I  have 
time. 

Some- 
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Something  extraordinary  muft  .have 
driven  thefe  poor  people  into  towns,  to  live 
in  a  moft  fliockingly  filthy,  manner,  for 
they  are  horrid  (linking  places ;  and  it  is 
rather  furprifmg  that  the  plague,  or  fome 
other  diforders,  do  not  vifit  them  oftener. 

If  their  towns,  Morocco,  Mequinez,  Fez, 
Tetuan,  fo  fat  afunder,  were  cut  out  into 
villages,  and  ipread  over  the  face  of  the' 
country,  they  might  be  of  fome  fervice  •  but 
now,  can  only  be  of  ufe  to  the  deftrufitive 
endeavours  of  defpotifm,  and  help  the 
Emperor  to  impoverifh  and  depopulate  the 
country  a  little  fafter. 

This  country,  as  far  as  we  have  gone,  is 
well  varied  in  hill  and  vale,  and  tolerably 
wooded,  though  not  fo  well  watered,  and  a 
iittle  too  mountainous ;  it  is  capable  '  of 
every  kind  of  cultivation,  and  of  fences, 
jilanting,  roads,  all,  which  it  is  now  almoft 
without.  It  feems  peopled  to  about  one- 
fifth  of  what  it  might  eafily  be  made  to 
maintain,  and  the  labour  of  the  prefent  in- 
habitants is  not  probably  above  one-fourth 

of 
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of  what  it  ;oiight  be  with  ©ore  fjcill  apd  Jn- 
duftry  J  fo  that  it  is  capajble  of  4x5=20 
times  its  prefent  wealth,  ^Itrength,  and 
IfxiportADce,  by  encouraging  agriculture 
pnly. 

Thefe  people  (efpecially  thofe  of  the 
plains,  for  the  mountaineers  are  more  in- 
duftrious)  are  at  prefent  but  Hf tie  beyond  the 
Jk^hcrd  fiate  of  fociety;  th'eir  flocks  coa- 
/litute  their  chief  wealth;  attending  theCi^ 
|s  always  a  lazy  profeflion,  and  unfayourr 
able  to  population.  The  arts  and  xx%^f 
peceflary  for  fucb  a  Hate  are  all  h^F^* 
though  in  a  kind  of  perpetual  iofaPCy;  nftt 
in  a  ftate  of  progreffion,  as  in  Europe,  but 
the  fame  for,  I  fuppofe,  thefe  thoufand 
years  paft.  The  jplough,  the  mill,  t^e 
loom,  their  lefTer  tools  and  i;];iethpds  of 
working,  are  for  ever  the  fame — fimpte, 
jtrifling,^  flow,  ajad  imperfed,  in  the  true 
Eaftern  ftile — no  proper  divifion  of  labour. 
They  have  the  fam^  awkward  and  utxfkil^ 
ful  methods  of  loading  their  cattle  apd  car- 
rying their  burdens  that  were  probably  uf^ 
by  Mahomet  himfelf,  and  even  by  Al>r*r 

ham. 
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liam.     The  fame  neceflaries  and  ways  q£ 
life,  and  kinds  o!f  luxury,  fax  ever. 

We  fee  Eaftem  manners  here,  without 
golii^  to  the  Eaft.  Every  idea  of  chan^ 
or  improvement  is  excluded  by  their  law, 
and  by  ignorance  of  their  wants.  Through 
the  avarice  of  this  emperor,  indeed,'  they 
may  acquire  new  wants  and  luxuries,  and 
diminifli  their  national  ftrength  and  fecu- 
rity  by  means  of  commerce.  An  open 
communication  with  European  nations  may, 
in  time,  bring  them  acquainted  with  oiir 
wants,  Qjur  goods,  convenieacics,:apdr luxu- 
ries, as  they  were  while  in  Spain,  when 
they  even  went  beyond  their  nei^bbours  io 
arts  and  luxury.  When  a  nation  comes*  to 
have  fca-ports,  fhips,  magazines,  foreiga 
m^chants,  pe^ce  and  commerce  admitted^ 
and  hemoe  property^and  fixed  habitations., 
thefe  habits  muft  extend  by  degrees  into 
the  country.  The  removal  is  not  then  fo 
lafy^fro^  an  approaching  enemy.  They 
necefiarily  become  more  conneded  aad 
teUit^ched  to  their  property  and  improved 
babitatioii^,  and'  dependent  op  iC^r^^  arte 
9  and 
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and  nations.  Had'  they  continued  attached 
to  the  original  fpirit  of  tneir  conftitution, 
to  their  poverty  and  itinerant  ftate,  with  all 
their  enmity  and  abhorrence  of  Chriftians, 
they  would  have  remained  either  independent 
and  invincible,  or  not  worth  the  conqueft* 

It  is,  to  us,  truly  amazing,  that  atl  thofe 
ftupid  Eaftern  governments,  founded  in 
defpotifm  and  on  principles  of  unchange- 
ablenefs,  of  ftability  in  ignorance,  Ihould 
have  fucceeded  fo  generally  in  fixing  man-, 
kind  to  a  ftate  of  barbarifm,  or  fo  little 
above  it,  for  ever;  in  fpite  of  the  natural 
Idifpofitions  of  men  to  improve  and  to  better 
their  condition;  in  fpite  of  that  progrefs 
which  we  fuppofe  equally  natural  to  the 
fpecies  and  to  the  individual,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  obvious  utility  of  intercoiirfe  and 
induftry  to  all,  by  an  exchange  of  produc- 
tions and  knowledge. 

You  know  that  the  fame.  Code,  the  Koran 

and  its  comments,  called  the  law,  includes 

their  religion,  laws,  manners,  cuftoms;  and 

that  the  mode  of  eating  their  dinners,  or 

'  wafhing 


^ivaftbg  their  i^nds^  la  ai  fac^fedty  fi%«j  is 
that  of  «70rfliipplhg  thtit  &od»  abd  inot^ 
fo  than  the  jyradice  of  any  virtue,  and 
ieem  to  beconitdered  by  all  as^more  ciflen- 
tuL  ..This  blinding  of  law  and.  rUigioti 
togttnbr  may  bfc  the  beft  way  to  form  a 
4ft^ng.goV0riiiment  and  people.  This  teli- 
cgiom  Tvnerankia  <for  ^certain  modes*  add 
-adions^!  mnft  doubt^s  tbnd  to  pt!tpetnat(s 
tfaemi  and  keep  the  people  for  ever  the 
iame;  ind  their  codfe  may  have  more  in- 
fluence on  their  snitids  and  manhels^  thdtn 
omrs  ii^d  us.     ^ 

Ih  ffifddefrn  tiirics,  perhaps  ever  fince  thier 
idaya  of  ancielit  llome,  pray  have  not  ouib 
education  and  religious  eftaUiihments  had 
too  great  a  tendency  to  infpire  us  with  in- 
•Wftetaite  prejudices  againft  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, fot-  differing  with  us  in  certain  opi- 
lal&fte  ?  You  know  the  inveteracy  of  yout 
rifeighbours  oti  tliat  fide  againft  herefy  and 
Mahometiffti.  Here  the  deteftation  an4 
aMJdrrence  cf  2SI  other  fefis  is  ftrong  be- 
yond  conception,   and  we  fhould   think 

VoxiL  C  fcartcly 
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fcArc^ly  to  be  humahifed  b^  all  the  patwr- 
&1  ingjijgnpe  of  arts  and  #ivilizaticMi. 

'^'  ■,'...,.•'    ''        -     -  -     ^  •  '       •  " 

i  However,  we  kiidw  that  one .gceatand 
Ubersd:  mind  can  often  jcreate,  and  iead 
^many  others,;  and  that  thefe  people  haTfe 
bad  great  Princes,  who  could  take  Ifbenids 
with  their  cuftoma^  and  could  coatrire  tp 
interpret '  their  la w.^with  . great  latitude; 
and  that  it  is  poflible  to  in^prdve  theqi;  ab- 
ipoft  in  fpite  of  themielves.  We  kno^ 
that  fo<ne  of  their  Princes  of  Cordova,  and 
Granada  found  means  to  admit  the  ;^  arts 
and  improvements  of  every  kind,  many  of 
which  wexe,  then,  and  are  now  again,  fiip- 
poTed  tp  be  againil  their  )i w  j  and  if  thofe 
kingdoms  had  fortunately  contipyed  to 
fubfift,  in.jl^urope, *  tl^/e  .means,,  and  perluipf 
the  jouly; -means, ['would,  thereby  have  .r^r 
main^d  open,:  of  foftening,  an^  gradually 
reconeiling,  .in  fqme.  degree,  .thje;  invetc^a^jr 
of  thofe  two  violent,  and  oppofing  per- 
iTuafioj^is  of  Chriftianiry.and  Mahometifm^. 
There  .were,  at  lafli,  frequent  iiitermarriages 
evea  beitween  the  Spanifk  and  Mahpmedan 

prii\ce8* 
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princes.  They  might,  from  vicinity,  arts, 
and  intercourfe,  have  been  led  into  mutual 
forbearance  and  cQnceffions,  Which,  by  de- 
grees, mig^t  have  producedr  a  more  com- 
preheq^ve  fyftem  of  toleration  than  the 
world  is  now  likely  foon  to  enjoy  j  aod.this 
again  might,  in  time,  have  mitigated  and 
huRi^inifed  :the  more  rigorous  and  inimical 
opinions  and  ppliticil  animofitieis :  o^  sdl 
natrons,  aujd  have  brought  them  nearer  to 
reafpn  and  each  other:  means  every  way 
preferable  to  the  barbarous  inveterate  wars^ 
an.d  mutual  deftruftipn,  which  thefe  two 
feiSt$. at.leaft,  now.feem  dopmed,  with.fmall 
iptermiffions,  long  to  carry  on  againft.  one 
another. 


Ca. 
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LETTER    IlL 
Unc^mfrrtable  Situation  at  Miqtdnez. 

Meqt&iez,  JaA.  177^. 

I  AM  here  fnren  dtys,  fix  of  them  in  bed^ 
rather  iH,  where  I  now  write  with  difii<^ 
6ahy,  in  the  cell  of  a  hal&ruined  conveot^ 
the  heft  lodging  to  be  procured  here.  One 
day  with  the  Etnperor,  which  made  nac 
worfe..  As  my  cold  fit  came  on,  which  fee 
pcrceiYcd,  lie  ordered  a  fire  to  be  made  fbt 
me  in  the  open  field,  where  we  were  at- 
tending to  fome  of  his  experiments.  This 
I  did  not  know  at  the  time ;  but  on  feeing 
a  large  pile  of  brufh-wood  fet  on  fire,  and 
diking  the  reafon,  I  was  told  it  was  for 
me,  and  that  the  Emperor  had  ordered  it 
on  feeing  me  (hivering  with  cold.  It  feems 
they  could  not  explain  to  him  the  nature 
of  my  diforder,  nor  flid^lie  know  that  fevers 
are  often  attended  with  cold  fits. 

You 
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Yio%  know  I  wa^fcat  ia  a  hurry,  but  ill 
provided  for  this  campa}gi]iiDg  fqrt  of  life* 
A  camp  equipage  of  fome  fort  is  here 
the  mcrfl  n«:eflary  and  principal  coiofort  of 
a.  man's  life,  efpeciaHy  when  fo  great  a 
part  of  it  mtiA  be  pafied  in  fdllowing  this 
ambling  courts  whofe  defign,  if  they  have 
aay,^  feems  to  he  to  let  nobody  reit  In- 
deed,  in  this  country,  it  is  better  living  iqi 
camp,  with  alinoft  any  fort  of  conveniences^ 
tbaa  in  their  towns  and  boufes*. 

We  have  already  feen  a  good  d^l  of  this 
miferable  country,  viz.  the  plains,  which 
are  in  general  little  cultivated,  and  ftili  left 
inhabited^  and  only  by  a  few  tent  villageSt 
very  thinly  fcatter^d,  which  .are  generally 
moved  at  different  feafons,  according  to  the 
paflure.  Our  next  camp  is  t6  be  among 
the  mountains,  where  I  exped:  more  plea*** 
fure. 

You  know  I  have  already  ftaid  beyond 

the  time  at  firil  intended,  and  that  they 

feldom  keep  their  word.     I  mention  this, 

C  3  chiefly 
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chiefly  to  caution  the  Generiil  againft  their 
applications  for  my  Jonger  ftay.      • 

A  certain  uncouth,  inordinate,  wild  ca-e 
price,  a  want  of  common  civility  and  hu- 
manity, even  in  the  royal  family,  and  which 
will  probably' increafe  as  our  return  ap- 
proaches; and  the  ftow  fmrall  probability  of 
fiiccefs  iff  the  chief  (Styedts,  all  coiitiibtute 
to  render  this  bufinefs  as  difagreeable  as  it 
well  can  be.-    I  intended  to  give  you  (omse 
more  obfervations,  but  I  am  cold  and  fa- 
tigued, as,  in  order  to  have  light,  a  hole 
muft  be  opened  which   admits   the  wind 
from  the  fnowy  mountains^  juft  in  view* 
Such  is  the  conftri^dion  of  houfeshere, 
Gkfs  is  almoKl  unknown. 
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;    L  E  T  XJE  R    ly.         ; 

Oftht  Emperors^  the  Prince^  and  the  Modes 
ofUvingy^  of  travellings  ^  &c. 

,  ^  Meqvdncz. 

1TAKE  this  opportunity,  by  C-  B.,  who 
now  leaves  me  alone  in  this  difmal 
qourt,  employed  in  the. agreeable  office  of 
lancing  attendance  from,  morn^  to  night, 
and  generally  without  any  dinner,  on  thefe 
P'rinces  of  Barbairy,  or  Barbarian  Princes ; 
call  them  which  you  pleafe. 

I  intended  to  give  you  fome  partictilars 
of  our  journey  hither;  but  now,  when  paft, 
they  appear  of  lefs  importance.  A  journey 
through  a  naked,  brown,  flat  country, 
hardly  a  tree  or  a  bufh,  or  any  Inhabitants, 
to  be  feen,  can  afford  but  little  fcope  for, 

obfervation. 

.» 

Our  fetting  off,  the  firft  morning,  feemed 

cbeerful,  with  about  jdo  a&ive  horfe,  wild 

C  4  and 
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and  irregular,  icampering  aod  firiqg  powder 
at  each  other.  By  thb  plaj*  however, 'the 
Prince  killed  one  ^oung^  man,  but  nobody 
ftopped  even  to  affift  or  take  him:  up. 

We  encamped  every  night,  but  fadly 
diftreiTed  for  prpvifions,  and  indeed  might 
have  ibuTcd  but  for  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Dutch  Conful,  who  was  witL  the  cai^p*. 
This  was.  the  more  grievous,  becaufe  at 
£pttiQg  out  they  would  not  permit  iis  to  pro« 
vide  ourfelves,  infiftiag  on  the  Prince*« 
doing  it  for  us*  However,  one  night,  we 
were  awaked  by  ibme  fellows  thrui^ing  into, 
our  tent  fom$  l^rge  wooden  difhes,  fmoak* 
ing  full  of  ftewed  cu/cus*^  meat,  and  onions, 
%*  a  pr?ff  ni  fro»  the.  Prince, 

Our  awkward  and  tedious  method  of 
paffing  rivers,  generally  by  fwimqiing,  dcr 
iferves  not  much  particular  notice.  It  ap-^ 
pears  th^t  onQ  m^n  whp  can  fwim  wellt 
can  condu£i  a  great  number  of  bprft s,  by 
tying  them  together,  if  the  ftream  is  not 
"SCxy.  rapid.    They  make  little  floats  to  caisry 

f  Gran  vUtfid  pafte.  of  tht  fAmp  kind  si  A^!t  of  yermkclll^ 

the 
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tllf'lwgpge,  ?5f^.  of  aaiy  trying  tl^ey  caii  fiiid^ 
qjt  Ofifet'  W<^wa  up,  ti«d  together,  »nd  cpvev^ 
ed  with  bru£bwood ;  hut  fojnetimM  they 
cati  fmd  nothing,  for  the  rivers  in  tbofe 
plains  do  not  produce  grafs,  or  any  tree  or 
verdant  plant,  even  on  their  banks. 

The  Prince  frequently  afked  me,  as  we 
ndt  along,  if  we  had  fuoh  fine  country  £br 
riding.  He  meant  fo  open  and  naked* 
Many  great  men  are^  perhaps,  too  fubje(2 
to  fuch  ideas  —from  a  William  the  Con- 
queror, or  a  King  of  Perfia,  down  to  a 
Polifh  Lord  or  feudal  Baron;  and  they 
confider  their  having  room  to  ride  or  hunt, 
as  of  more  importance  than  the  producing 
food  for  us  all,  and  can  even  lay  wafte  po- 
pulous countries  on  purpofe. 

The  vifible  terror  of  all  who  approached 
the  Prince,  feems  to  giv^  him  pleafure  j  but 
would  certainly  give  pain  to  a  humane  mind* 

I  am  wearied  here  with  having  nothing 
to  do,  having  tired  out  my  poor  interpreters, 
9f3id  theo  a  Jew,  whom  I  had  perfuaded  to 

walk 
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walk  wifh  rte  ^bout  the  country^^  and  abbtot* 
thiefc  half- ruined  raiid  walls  and  dirty  fields, 
called  palaces  arid  gardens.  Nobody  chufes 
to  walk  herci  and  I  may  perhaps  tire 
of;  perfifting^  in  beipg  iinguhry  and  may 
learn  to  .be  as  habitually  idle  as  any  o£ 
.  them ;  though  I  cannot  learn  to  fit  bare- 
legged on  the  ground  up9n  my  heels,  with 
my  back  againft  a  wall,  A^hich  feems  the 
obly  amufement  here  of  our  courtiers,  and 
of  thie  crowds  ivho  attend. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     V. 

.  T'Jbe  Dowars.-r-DomeJilc  Employments^  and 
Manners. ^OppreJJion  and  Injecurlty. 

THE  few  black  and  dirty  tent  villager 
(dowars),  the  only  habitations  in  thefe 
extcnfive  and  naked  plains,  were  at  firft 
^  objeds  of  great  curiofky,  but  foon  after  of 
difguft,  being  Ihockingly  nafty  and  dis- 
agreeable, efpecially  in  hot  weather.  They 
prefer  this  roving  way  of  life  (governed  in 
fmall  and  domeftic  matters /by  their  own 
Ihieks)  to  any  fixed  habitation,  .where  they 
would  be  ftill*  more  tyrannifed  over  by  a 
Bafliaw,  and  more  fubjed  to  plunder  and 
all  forts  of  oppreflion. 

The  firft  we  faw  of  thefe  dowars  hap^ 
peried  to  be  cleaner  than  ordinary,  lately 
pitched  on  a  declivity,  though  ufually  irt 
the  plains,  for  the  converiiency  of  Water^ 
and  a  little  cultivation.      The  inhaibitants 

and 


fg        CETTESS   F&OJH:  SiBSBARS;; 

and  we  were  ftriking  objcfts  to  each  otben 
Their  drefs  and  appearance,  the  fcreaming 
and  noiie  of  the, naked  children  and  dogs 
that  followed  and  furrounded  us;  the  wild, 
anxious,  and  expreffive  countenances  of 
fome  of  the  young  females,  fornied  ali 
together  a  curious  fcene.  We  were  not, 
on  the  whole,  ill  ufed ;  and  we  underftand, 
that  (^SbrifUaos^  are  not  now  fi>  rudely  treated 
3inong  thena  s^  they  ufed  to  be,  by  the 
^ildren  throwing  ftones^  accompanied  with 
curfes.  They  now  only  fometimes  give  us 
abi^nve  language,  repeating  certain  phrafes 
of  the  Koran. 

I  think  it  not  neceflary  tp  tell  you  much 
of  their  occupations  in  this  way  of  life» 
They  are  nearly  the  fame  as  you  find,  in 
$cripture  in  the  times  of  Abraham  and 
Jacob,  and  that  ftill  fubfifl  in  fome  parts  of 
iVfia,  the  domeftic  employment  of  the  wo-^ 
x»en  being  fltill  that  pf  wes^ving,  grinding 
|lle  corn,  cookery,  Ssfr.  Some  of  tbe^ir 
difli^s  are  favoury,  often  drelTed  in  tb« 
^eam  of  the  pot,  which  ia  generally  here  of 
c»pper^  but  not  often  tinned^.  Here,  aa  in 
17  Spain, 
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%2ttti9  A%  pdmltiv^  ttiethdd^f  heading  0tit 
the  corn  bycattk  h  ftiil  praaifed^  infftead 
of  thwflxing.  In  Ettroptt,  tht  flail  bias  bciftl 
long  in  tife*  Perhaps  you  may  now  itti^ 
prove  upmJbat^  aa  well  aa  the  other  ma:^ 
tshines  c^  husbandry*  ^ 

In  their  townfs,  wherfe  tHfe  *eceSaty  ^H5i 
and  trades  are  pradifed,  their  tools,  and 
^nethoda  of  workiHg,  nright  hi  ^fdtbed ; 
but  I  do  not  fee  the  utility  of  thofe  rtiatteta 
to  4i8}  thilt'  Ways  of  wea^ng,  boring, 
j^latning,  cutting,  baking,  tanning,  &t. 
being  all  different  from  otits,  but  tntich  in** 
^Or%  Their  leather  is  not  now  fo  gc3^ 
as  forttterly,  and  I  belief  you  already  prc^ 
pare  better  of  the  fame  kind  in  England. 

You  know  tbey  ufe  no  knives,  fbrk^ 
i|x>aQS,  diairs,  nor  tables ;  thofe  Imtig&t* 
hid  by  their  religion,  Mabamet,  like  l^y^ 
curgos  and  moft  cf  the  Eaftern  kw^V<»i^ 
foeant  to  exclude  luxury  at  the  e^tpence  c^ 
ereryiart  and  cjomiott  of  li&,  and  thus  rti&^ 
der  mankind  fat  ewr  ftationaf  y.  This  W4 
fliottid  think  ittpoffible^  and  not  in  ^hi 
.  nature 
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nature  of  man,  were  it  not  for  the  ex;axtople 
df  China.  Bu|  we  know  that  even  their 
religion  is  jnot  fufiiqient  far  that  purpofe^ 
where  the  foil  is  good,  and  the.  government 
tolet*abie:  defpotifm  muft  join,' and  her  at- 
tendant poverty,  eflfedually  to  prevent  the 
idiprovements  and  the  progrefs  of  the  arts 
wd  luxury  natural  to  matu  ,     • 

The  camels.  ai;e  very  ufeful  here,  and 
proper  for  the  long  journies:  through  the 
dry  African  defarts.  How  provident  is^^the 
Great  Author  of  Nature !.  They  can  live  a 
week  without  water.  In  rfome;  parts  the 
inhabitants  live  entirely  on  their  milk,  with 
a  few  datps,  and  wear  only  their  fki^is.  . 

We  can  eafily  conceive  this  country  to 
have  been  onoe  rich  and  fruitful,  as  we 
learn  from  its  imperfed:  hiftory,  and  from 
that  of  the  Romans.  It  might  eafily  be 
made  to  produce  food  and. raiment,  S^r.  in 
great  abundance,  by  means  of  a  juft  govern-^ 
ment.  But  infecurity  and  oppreffion  have 
fo  long  prevailed,  as  to  banilh  all  fettled 
plans  pf  providing  ;.  and  in  thefe  fine  cowl 

countriesi 
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couatries,  they  have  oftea  fufibred  fsequefic 
fcarcity.  I  believe  it  is  oply  fince  fom* 
grain  has  bceii  permitted  to  be  exported, 
and '.  by  the  Emperor  s  laying  up:  feme  ftore 
df  it  himfelf^  that  thofe  irequeat  famion 
have  been  prevented.        .♦       ,    • 

But  there  feemstto  be  vfery  little  work  go-^^ 
ing  on,  £ven  in  their  towns;*  Sitting,  fiffbke** 
i4;ig,  and  prayers,  employ  a  great  :deai  of 
their  time.  .  Tew.diings  feem  to  roufe  than 
to  gfty  vpluntary  :  exertions,  cxxiept ,  their 
hatred  to  GhHftians,  which'  doefe  riot  yet 
appear  to  be  fo  much  abated  as  you  fup-* 
pofe,  only  in  fome  of  their  fea-ports«  They 
ftiir  teach  many  of  their  children,  in  towns^ 
to  read  and  write,  and  exercife  their  memo- 
ries by  parts  of  the  Koran.  Their  methods 
feeoi  to  be  fia>ple  and  dtreiS:,  and  they; 
xxttght  eafily  be  carried  farther.  We  know 
tb«t  fome  of  them  were  once  ftudious  and* 
Itarned*'  I  think  one  fees  in  fome  of  their 
youth,  ftill  a  certain  open  warmth  and 
frank  honefty  of  heart  j  blit  I  bdieve  tbat^ 
.giradually  declines  with  years  ioto  a.  fuUen. 
iailiSerence.  about  well-doiog,  and  producer 

many 
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many  other  vices.    Be^i fm  foon  .gtits  dtf 
iMStter  of  nature* 

With  Rich  a  government,  there  can  be 
nothing  £xed  or  certain;  and  of  all  Ss 
uncertainties,  that  of  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  is  the  worft  and  moft  de(lru£tive. 
It  16  here  neither  hereditary  nor  elective  as 
yety^eing  generally  feized  by  ufurpatipn 
through  Uoodlhed.  A  civil  war  commonly 
attends  every  fucceffion  at  leaft.  We,  who 
have  the  happinefs  to  live  in  long  and%eU« 
eftabliflied  focieties,  cannot  be  fo  fenfiUe 
of  the  great  time  and  number  of  circum->- 
ftances  required  to  eftablifh  rules  of  fuccef^ 
lion,  or  indeed  any  rule  or  fixed  regulation* 

Hiefe  cherifs,  or  defcendants  of  Mahomet^ 
h^e  a  p^rodigious  advantage  in  that  v&ydr^ 
cumftance,  if  they  knew  bow  to  m^kt  2l  ^6^ 
^  pet  ufe  of  it.  There  a:re  a  number  of  %}mek 
ftUl  difperfed  in  this,  smd  probably  in  <Ah«r 
Mahomedan  countries.  The  prefent  reign^ 
itig  family  here  is  of  that  race.  If  it  mttt 
p(^le  to  aaake  them  travel,  ^uid  give  th^n 
soy  {MToptt  jfeducation,  they  might  i&tt«^ 

duce 
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duce  any  improvement,  or  eftablifli  any 
conftlt«tion  of  govemhaent  they  pfeafctf. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  thcfe  fucceflbrs  of 
Muley  Iflimael  have  already  nearly  de« 
ftroyed  all  the  good  he  did,  or  had  begun  to 
do,  which  veas  confiderable,  amidft  his  mif- 
chievous  cruelties.  He  had  ideas  of  colonics 
even  more  than  of  conquefts,  and  brought 
great  numbers  from  the  fouth  to  people 
his  country  and  recruit  his  aft-mfes.  But 
thefe  have  already  moftly  difappeared,  the 
counvy  is  again  defolate,  and  the  army 
neglected* 

But .  it  can  hardly  be  neceflary,  now-a-» 
days,  to  point  out  the  numberlefs  evils  and* 
fatal  confequences  of  defpotifm.  If  fome 
European  nations  go  on  declining  in  that 
dire6i5on,  it  can  hardly  be  from  want  of- 
information  of  its  pernicious  effefts,  buj 
with  their  eyes  open  j  not  from  ignorance, 
but  weaknefs,  or  from  want  of  order  or 
coniHtution*  But,  alas !  I  fear  mankind  are 
not  to  be  written  into  virtue  or  refolution. 
Perhaps  little  more  can  now  be  done  in  that 

VoL^L  D  way. 
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way,  than  to  put  them  frequently  in  mind  of 
their  danger.  They  might  be  more  fenfible 
of  it,  if  they  were  to  come  and  fee  their 
brethren  here.  And  I  am  forry  to  obferve  it 
i$  not  now  fo  much  the  faftiion  as  formerly, 
for  our  travellers  to  advance  beyond  the 
limits  of  Europe. 

jFrom  reading  .fomc  parts  of  their  hiftory, 
I;believ.e  we  rank  thefe  people  too  high  in 
the  fcale  of  fociety.  We  fancy  fome  veftiges 
of  their  former  greatnefs  and  learning  ^uft 
ftill  appear,  forgetting  the  neceffary  velocity 
of  fall  in  a  declining  empire,  and  how  foon 
it  leaves  our  ideas  behind;  But  degeneracy 
will,  perhaps,  always  differ  from  the  favage 
ftate,  and  will  be  weaker,  arid  more  abjeiS; 
and  •  when  once  funk  and  reduced,  there 
feems .  no  poiSibility  of  getting  them  up 
again,  but  by  conquering  and  colonifing 
their  country.  It  is  aftonifliing  hpw  little 
even  thd  wifeft  and  moft  improved  nations 
learn  from  each  other,  and  how  long  they 
are  in.  learning  that  little;  and  the 'rudfer 
nations  ftill  lefs.  The  higher  ftatcs  of  im- 
provement 
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provement  cailnot,  indeed,  impart  much  of 
their  knowledge  to  the  lower.  Our  luxuries 
and  improvements  fuit  them  not.  In  order 
to  arrive  at  thefe,  they  muft  pafs  through 
certain  fteps  of  a  progrefs,  and  muft  learn 
to  want,  and  be  gradually  roufed  to  exer*^ 
tioQS  and  induftry. 


D  2 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    VI. 

Jhi,  Audkfice,  of  the  Emperor. ^^His  ^amfy^ 
bis  Court  J  Injujlice^  Govcrnmtnt^  &c» 

YOU  muft  take  the  few  detached  obfer- 
vations  that  I  think  proper  to  give 
you,  as  they  chance  to  occur,  and  excufe 
the  want  of  order  and  qonneftion. 

Some  circumftances  of  our  firft  audience 
may  be  worth  mentioning.  His  M —  was 
feated  crofs-legged,  on  a  very  plain  fort  of 
platform  of  rough  deal  boards,  fuch  as  are 
ufed  in  your  foldiers  barracks,  covered  only 
with  an  ordinary  piece  of  carpet.  He  afFedls 
fimplicity  and  difcourages  luxury.  On  the 
attendants  attempting  to  take  off  my  fhoes, 
as  ufual,  on  going  into  his  prefence,  I 
made  fome  refiftance ;  which  he  perceived, 
though  at  fome  diftance,  knd  with  great 
readinefs  faved  the  difpute,  and  fettled  the 
matter,  by  faying,  "  Let  him  alone,— 
.5  "  thefe 


i 
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»f 


^*  without  fhoes. 

The  chief  fiibjeO:  of  converfation  in  this 
interview,  was  the  great  ftiperiority  of  the 
Moors  over  the  Chriftians  in  every  effential 
quality, — addreffing  himfelF  to  thofe  about 
him.  He  foon  introduced  likeWife  his 
knowing  how  to  raife  a  perpendicular, 
which  he  fcratched  on  a  board  witK  a  car- 
penter's compafles.  This,  which  compre- 
hends the  chief  part  of  his  mathematical 
knowledge,  he  leiarned  from  a  fea  captain, 
once  his  prifoner;  and  he  generally  exhibits 
it  to  Chriftians  at  their  firft  iudience. 
Then  fome  converfation  about  artillery, 
SArar,  and  fortification,  he  likewife  artfully 
managed,  fo  as  to  pafs  for  very  learned  with 
his  own  people,  and  to  conceal  from  us  his 
deficiencies,  which  I  was,  for  once,  courtier 
enough  to  perceive,  and  to  favour — et  je 
£rots  quiL  rnen  Jut  bon  gr$.  Before  we 
parted,  he  called  me  "  Malem  guibiry^  a 
great  mafter —  *'  One  of  th6  greateft  among 
«  the  Chriftians."  He  added,  *<  You  hear 
*'  what  he  fatys  of  me.'* 

D  3  His 
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His  friends,  or  at  leaft  his  favourites,  are 
moftly  chofen,  I  believe,  not  from  any  Iblid 
or  ufeful  qualities,  but  chiefly  from  caprice, 
though  not  fo  much  as  formerly ;  nor  does 
he  change  fo  often^  nor  can  there  be  any 
great  choice  of  men  among  his  fubjedb. 
Hitherto,  I  find  the  Jew  fecretary  the  nwn 
of  moft  knowledge  and  befl:  converfation 
of  any  about  his  court.  He  is  doubtlefs 
obliged  fometimes  to  confider  well,  and 
appoint  people  who  can  do  th^  bulinefs  h^ 
wants*  The  greateft  defpot  is  limited  in 
the  choice  of  his  men  and  meafures  by  fear, 
cuftom,  religion,  S*fr. ;  and  he  muft  often 
fludy  to  chufe  with  as  much  precaution 
and  propriety  as  the  moft  limited  monarch. 
Without  the  aififtance  and  the  numerous 
advantages  of  eftabliihed  forms,  the  whole 
muft  depend  on  ^  his  own  temporary  arts 
and  addrefs,  and  muft  create  him  an  im- 
menfity  of  labour  impoflible  to  be  exe^ 
cuted. 

Now  in  the  habit  of  being  conftantly 
feen  here,  I  appear  to  belong  to  this  pa- 
lace ;  and  I  have  often  the  honour  qf  being 

as 
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as  familiarly  fhoved  about  by  our  black 
cpurtiers,  a3  any  of  the  reft  of  the  rabble 
who  form  the  ring  around  his  M — .  His 
levee  is  in  the  open  air,  only  he  on  horfe- 
back,  and  I  think  he  generally  chufes  the 
dirtieft  part  of  the  field.  .There  the  poor 
obfequious  crowd  keep  frequently  kneeling 
and  kiffing  the  dirty  ground,  arid  bawling 
out  bia  praifes,  as  he  fpeaks.  In  that 
pofture,  with  th^r  ipofteriors  cocked  up- 
wards, they  do  not  look  like  human  beings, 
and  make  a.  raoft  contemptible  figure.  Our 
bUftk  courtiers,  who  may  be  confidered  as 
^he  lords  in- waiting,  attend  with  whips  and 
rods,  which  they:ufe  very  freely  to  arrange, 
or  Jceep .people  in  or  out  of  their  places;  to 
afTenible  or  drive  us  away,  on  the  approach 
of  his  M — y  or  of  the, Princes,  according  to 
the  roy^l  orders,  or  caprice  of  the  moment. 

So  far  from  making  any  progrefs  in 
eithei:  of  the  objeds  of  bufinefs  for  which  I 
came,  they  both  fecm  now  entirely  for* 
gotten,  and  cannot  be  revived.  I  have 
pleaded  over  and  over  all  the  reafons  for 
difpatch  and  departure,  on  the  few  occa^ 
D  4  fxona 
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fi<ms  tfaiftt  have  offered.  What  they  meto 
Hy  keeping  me,  and  efpecially  in  this 
place,  is  not  eafy  to  gucfs ;  but  there  is  no 
^pearance  of  my  getting  away,  until  you 
lall  on  fbme  mc^e  efFedual  m^tkod^  or  ai&ft 
me  to  ^  im  with  mine. 

The  chief  employnxents  of  this  ftfange 
mock  royal  family  feem  to  be,  quarrels 
among  themfelves,  travelling  about  the 
Ikingdom  j  and  extorting  money  from  every 
body  who  has  any.  We  hafe  already  feen 
fome  cruel  inftances  of  this  mode  of  robbing 
hy  authority,  on  both  Jews  and  natives* 
Even  Meflrs.  A.  and  6.  tl|e  only  Englifh 
merchants  in  the  country,  were  the  other 
day  feized  in  the  brutifli  manner  of  this 
court,  and  carried  to  confinement,  by  order 
of  a  prince,  to  extort  money  from  them. 
i'his  he  chofe  to  do,  while  I  am  here ;  and 
it  is  not  the  only  inftance  of  his  chufujig  to 
fliew  me  in  what  contempt  he  now  holds 
the  Englifli  nation. 

In  thofe  cafes  of  extortion,  the  whole 
procefs  is  comprifed  in  two  words,  fome- 

.  what 
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^hat  like  thofe  we  ufe  to  dogs,  viz.  Sdi&e 
"^em;  and  the  pcrfon'to  be  sfrrefted  ie  pre* 
fendy  grappled  by  a  fet  of  clumfy  fellows, 
and  almoft  fqucezed  to  death  in  the  opera- 
tion of  being  carried  to  prifon,  thou^  he 
•make  no  refiftariqe*    • 

The  fpirit  of  defpotifm  is  to  let  the 
people  have  no  rejl^  and  this  Emperor 
has  added,  that  they  fball  have  no  moneys 
In  order  to  maintain  authority  in  fuch  go- 
vernments, it  is  perhaps  neceflary  to  let 
them  frequently  feel  the  power  that  is 
over  them;  for  they  might  forget  it,  and 
fancy  themfelves  free,  if  they  could  fleep 
a  few  nights  in  quiet.  It  requires  the 
perpetuil  exertions  of  the  mafter  to  keep  ' 
the  Have  awake,  and  frequent  a£ls  of 
cruelty  to  maintain  refpedl.  What  a 
lofs  and  wafte  of  powers  on  all  fides! 
And,  after  all,  the  aSive  principles  of  hu- 
man nature  can  hardly  be  kept  alive  by 
fuch  means.  The  greateft  ambition  and 
adkivity  in  the  chief,  the  hopes  of  plunder, 
the  regulations  and  employments  he  is 
obliged  to  contrive  and  to  fuperintend,  fo  as 

to 
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to  keep  his  fubjeds  from  the  extremes  of 
.deep,  or  of  mifchief,  may  fometimes  pro- 
duce temporary  exertions,  but  never  a  pro- 
vident and  habitual  induftry.  Nothing  can 
fupply  the  place  of  natural  liberty  and 
fecurity.  Power  may  command  labour, 
but  not  genius  or  /abilities.  M,  Ifhmael 
ufed  to  think  it  neceflafy  to  cut  off  innocent 
people's  heads,  as  he  rode  along,  on  pur* 
pofe  to  ftrike  terror* 

There  is  now  much  lefs* cruelty  here; 
but  then  there  is  more  avarice,  which  feems 
full  as  deftru£tive.  The  boys. and  mob 
begin  to  leave  off  infulting  ftrangers*  Comi- 
merce  is  invited  hither,  by  long  peace,  though 
fhe  does  not  yet  feem  willing  to  pome ;  and 
1  doubt  much  if  the  country,  though  a  fine 
foil,  can  improve  or  be  recovered  under 
fuch' a  prince  and  government,  though  fo 
.much  better  than  any  they  have  had  for  ;gi 
long  time  paft. 

There  muft  be  a  great  refemblance  be* 
tween  the  rude  nations  of  all  ages  and 
countries.     Thefe  feem  to  be  very  nearly 

the 
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the  fame  fort  o(  princes  and  people  that 
Xenophon  met  with  in  the  Eaft,  and  about 
Byzantium;  and  are  very  like  to  nations 
on  different  and  oppofite  fides  of  the  globe, 
who  are  near  to  the  fame  degree  of  civiliza- 
tion. As  we  improve,  we  depart  from  that 
refemblance ;  and  there  is  probably  fome  dif- 
ference between  nations  who  are  riling, 
and  thofe  that  decline,  though  near  the 
iame  degrees  of  ignorance,: 
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LETTER    VIL 

Difappolnted  in  the  Hopes  of  Dlfmijfion.^^^ 
Royal  Caprices^  Indolence^  Unbappinefs^ 
^varic^. — Defpotiftn. 

IN  hopes  of  being  able  to  acquaint  you 
of  my  departure,  I  have  deferred  writ-' 
ing.  The  Emperor  promifed  me  I  fhould  go 
in  four  days,  holding  up  his  four  fingers, 
but  'tis  now  abov^  twenty  fmce  then. 

Your  General's  letters,  and  thofe  to 
Tetuan,  all  came  hither.  After  waiting  a 
week,  I  found  they  were  ftill  in  the  tranfla- 
tor's  hands,  and  would  not  be  meiUioned, 
nor  explained,  till  his  M —  fhould  afk  for 
them ;  which  may  never  happen.  I  find 
feveralfuch  letters  are  thus  funk,  or  pretended 
to  be  loft,  or  forgotten ;  and  fometimes  by 
the  artifice  of  our  Jew  fecretary  of  ftate, 
Mr.  Sombel. — A  apropos  ^  he  complains  griev- 
oufly  of  our  neglecting  him  of  late.     The 

French 
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Freach  and  Spaniards  pay  him.  well,  though 
he  is  obliged  to  &are  with  his  maften 

This  court  U  tqual  to  any  other  what- 
ever in.  artifice  or  cunnings  and  his  M-~ 
as  great  an  adept  in  the  arts  of  dilEmula-^ 
tion ;  and,  though  it  is  generally  fi?  coarfe,  fo 
ill  covered,  a6  to  deceive  hardly  any  body,, 
yet  all;  are  forced  to  pretend  to  be  deceived^ 

Tfhe  effects  of  your  letters^  being  all 
a^^ioft  us,  I  have  fince  tried  all  methods 
to  get  one  of  my  own  prefented  and  e;s:- 
plained  to  his  M — * ;  and  at  length  per- 
fuaded  Sombel  (with  fome  promifes)  to- 
ftand  in  the  way,  with  it  in  his  hand,  as 
the  Emperor  rode  paft,  in  hopes  of  his 
afiking  concerning  it,  which  fometimes  fuc- 
cei^s,  by^  watching  his  humour.  It  fuc- 
ce^dedijp^this  cafe*  It  was  haftily  explained. 
He  ordered  an  anfwer  as  he  rode  off,  grant- 
ing me  the  prifoners.  Captain  Hayes  and 
his  people,  and  almoft  all  that  I  wanted  j 
and  I  was  congratulated  by  the  whole  court 
on  being  almoft  as  good  as  difpatched,  as 
it  was  bought.     We  went  home  rejoicing,. 

and 
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and  ordered  a  better  fupper  than  ordinary* 
I  have  had  the  maintaining  of  thefe  poof 
people  for  fome  time,  and  have  found  it 
very  difficult,  and  often  impoffible,  to  get 
their  very  fmall  allowance  from  the  Jews^ 
who  generally  have  all  the  prifoners  and 
ambafladors  quartered  on  them,  befides 
many  other  heavy  taxes,  forced  loans^  &fr. 
But,  alas!  the  vanity  of  human  hopes!— 
ours  were  all  blafted  in  a  few  days.  Cap- 
tain H.  and  moft  of  the  prifoners  were 
taken  from  me,  and  fent  to  work  with 
other  flaves,  and  myfelf  told,  that  I  ih6uld 
be  difpatched  when  the  Emperor  would  be 
at  leifure. 

Though  he  is  remarkably  wavering  and 
irrefolute,  yet  this  fudden  change  is  owing, 
I  believe,  to  other  caufes :— either  to  fome 
of  your  laft  letters,  or  to  fome  of  yqbr  Jew 
friends  in  your  own  garrifon,  who  make  a 
merit  here  of  informing  him  of  all  he 
wilhes  to  know  concerning  you. 

He  has  learned  that  he  is  foon  to  have 
another  ambafTador  from  you,  and  he  will^- 
I  of 
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of  courfe,  keep  thefe  prifoners  for  a  frefli 
bargain;  and  they  will  probably  coft  you 
4ear.  Why  you  do  not  chufe  to  have  them 
for  little  or  notUrng,  viz.  for  my  fervices 
here,  is  to  me,  as  yet,  incomprehenfible. 

I  find  that  this  poor  Emperor  fuffers 
much  from  low  fpirits  and  bad  humour,  and 
dofes  away  moft  of  his: time  in  fuUen  in- 
dolence J  or  with  his  taylors,  Jews,  or  car- 
penters, overfeeing  the  mending  of  doors 
and  windows,  and  old  rooms,  with  old 
boards,  ^c.  while  he  has  the  bufinefs  of 
thoufands  on  his  hands,  carelefs  about  the 
numbers  who  are  waiting  and  fufFering 
from  his  negleft;  like  too  many  other 
great  men,  who  undertake  more  than  they 
are  able  or  willing  to  execute.  Fearful  and 
jealous  even  of  his  own  creatures  and  fonsr; 
timidl;^.  cautious  of  delegating  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  power,  he  has  adopted  the  weak 
and  impradicable  fyftem  of  doing  every  ad 
of  authority  himfelf,  dictating  in  the  mi- 
nutise  of  every  man's  office  throughout  the 
kingdom;  and  endeavouring  to  render 
every  one,  to  whom  he  is  forced  to  truft 

fome 
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foil^  autbority,  aa  cotxtemptibie  as  poffible^ 
by  which  he  often  defeats  his  own:  views. 
Thejr  become  his  enemies:— he  can  have 
no  friends.  As  he  cannot  be  every  where, 
he  is  perpetually  fending  for  his  alcaid^  aind 
other  magiftrates  of  towns  and  diftrifts* 
Thofe  he  feems  to  wifli  to  be  confidered  only 
as  a  kind  of  meflengers,  whom  he  fends  to 
fleece  the  people^  and  bring  all  to  him* 

If  any  man^  by  chance  or  artifice,  efcape 
thefe  fleecers,  and  is  fufpe^ted  of  having 
money,  he  is  fcnt  for  by  the  Emperor, 
imprifoned,  and  tortured,  till  he  difcovers 
it  J  which  he  does  only  by  degrees,  a  little 
at  a  time.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  mtich 
fome  of  them  will  bear  before  they  difcover. 
Some  have  been  known  to  die  under  the 
t(»tures,  rather  than  dkclofe  their  hidden* 
treafures. 

A  blind  and  rapacious  avarice  feems  here 
the  univerfal  and  only  ruling  paffion.  How- 
ever fl:range,  this  paflSon  for  money  appears 
to  prevail  mofl  where  there  is  the  leaft 
f^Urity,  and  the  fewefl:  pleafiires  to  be  pur- 
chafed. 
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chafed.  Moft  of  thofe  wretches,  on  being 
releafed,  kifs  the  ground,  blefs  his  M — , 
and  return  to  get  more  money,  knowing 
the^  may  again  "be  treated  in  the  fame 
wai 


e^r 


Thofe  who  difcover  the  largeft  treafures, 
have  the  beft  chance  of  being  Employed  in 
this  honourable  magiftracy,  to  ferve  as  his 
M-r— 's  blood- fuckers,  where  they  may  moft 
prob^ly  be  again  tortured  and  robbed,  du 
part  k  roy. 

His  M — 's  talents  and  information  in 
this  bufmefs  of  extortion  and  robbery  are 
truly  aftonifhing,  efpecially  in  a  monarch, 
and  one  of  a  charafter  fo  indolent,  cipri* 
.  cious  and  etaurdi^  as  he  appears  to  be. — His 
undertaking  the  bufmefs  that  fhould  be 
divided  among  hundreds,  and  yet  to  which 
he  does  not  give  one-twentieth  part  of  his 
time,  is  all  according  to  the  blind  nature 
of  defpotifm,  which  believes  itfelf  capable 
of  every  thing,  and  is^,  in  fa<9:,  capable  of 
nothing  that  is  right  or  fyftematic. 

Vol  J.  E  Thi» 
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This  liftlefs  and  uneafy  languor  that  de- 
vours him,  is  like^yife.  perhaps  one  of  the 
neceflary    confequences    of    his   unlifnited 
power.     Nor  does  thi«  power  increafe  his 
fecurity,  and  certainly  hot   his  haplpmefs, 
but  the  contrary;  for  we  find  the  hiftory  of 
this,  and  of  all  fuch  empires,  (o  be  full  of 
fudden  and  bloody  revolutions;  and  the  fate 
of  human  nature  is  happily  fuch^  that  we 
muft  participate  largely  of  the  happinefs  or 
mifery  we  confer.     Such  are  the  difappoint- 
ments  with  which  nature  feems  inevitably 
to  puriifh  this  infatiable  paffipn,  the  love  of 
power.  ^    We  muft  be  aftonifhed  to  find  it 
fo  feldom  inclined  to  cure  itfelf,  or  to  learn 
from    experience ;     and    equally   furprifed 
to  find  fociety  exifting  fo  long  under   its 
uncontrolled   influence  and  caprices.     In- 
deed this  can  hardly  be  called  a  ftate  of 
fociety,  but  rather  of  warfare. 

Fear  Is  perhaps  the  moft  efficacious  of  the 
human  paffions ;  but,  to  govern  us  by  that 
alone,  is  injurious  to  our  nature,  and  muft 
curtail  or  deftroy  our  beft  powers.  The 
love  of  power,  of  riches,  in  fhort  the  hu- 
man 
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man  paflions,  ought  all  to  be  either  regu- 
lated, or  reprefled ;  fucb  is  the  intent  and 
tendejicy  of  fociety. ,  Let  legiflatures  then 
endeavour  to  cultivate  the  benevolent  paf- 
fions  in  our  nature — the  felfifli  will  always 
be  ftrong  enough.  Succefs  in  this,  will  be 
th€  beft  criterion  of  government.  But  cer- 
tain human  paflions  and  defers,  here  and 
elfewhere,  have  got  perhaps  too  far  a-head 
ever  to  be  overtaken  by  any  remedy:— ^al- 
ready, over  far  the  greateft  part  of  the 
world,  tyranny  and  fuperftition,  with  ig- 
norance their  offspring,  feem  to  have  joined 
in  a  league  againft  the  happinefs  of  the 
human  race,  and  they  may  long  fucceed  in 
the  obje(3:  of  their  alliance.  Their  empire j 
once  eftablifhed,  feems  almoft  for  ever  to 
exclude  the  hopes  of  relief.  None  of  the 
bloody  revolutions  of  defpotifm  prove  to  be 
any  remedy;  only  the  exchange  of  one 
tyrant  for  another. 


%% 
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LETTER    VIII. 

Of  the  Emperor. — The  Inhabitants  of  the 
Plains  and  the  Mountains^  and  ancient 
Arabian  Race. — Importan^^  of  National 
Intercourfe. 

IN  the  few  converfations  we  have  had,  I 
have  fometimes  attempted  to  turn  the 
attention  of  his  M —  to  objeds  of  utility: 
but  in  vain.  Greatnefs  fpoils  men  for  con- 
verfation,  as  well  as  for  many  other  things, 
Accuftomed  to  take  the  lead  in  every  thing, 
they  cannot  follow  when  it  becomes  neeef- 
fary.  They  gradually  become  fo  fore  and 
faftidious,  that  they  can  hardly  admit  any 
fubjed:  into  difcourfe,  but  what  they  intro- 
duce themfelves.  Befides,  his  habitual  and 
unneceflaty  cunning,  jealoufy,  and  vanity; 
his  ignorant  and  timid  interpreters,  render 
it  almoft  impoffible  to  explain  any  thing, 
or  to  talk  common  fenfe  to  him  for  any 
time.  He  feldom  converfes  with  much 
attention  on  any  fubjed,  except  where 
money  is  forae  way  concerned. 

Fear 
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Fear  and  avarice^  which  are  nearly  con- 
nefted,  are  his  ruling  paffions,  and  may 
generally  ferve  as  a  key  to  hiSf  actions  and 
defigns.  By  thefe,  you  may  toth  under- 
ftand  and  govern  him^ 

But  with  41  this,  he  is  a  juft,  good,  and 
humane  charader,  for  this  country.  With 
all  the  habits  of  tyranny,  and  of  a  bad 
education,  he,  nevcrthelefs,  does  not,  like 
many  of  his  predeceflbrs,  wantonly  trangrefs 
the  natvural  rules  of  juftice,  only  where  his 
pecuniary  intereft  is  concerned,  which  js, 
to  be  fure,  much  too  often  for  the  good  of 
hiS'  country,  or  of  his  people.  He  knows 
the  country  well,  and  moft  individuals  who 
are  at  all  above  the  common  flave.  He 
would  make  a  good  lieutenant  de  police—^ 
and  admit  of  no  robbers  but  himfelf.  And, 
indeed,  .were  it  ppt  for  his  own  conftant 
attention,  hi?  rapacity  and  injuftice  would 
be  imitated  throughout  his  dominions, 

I  do  not  find  that  he,  like  his  predecef- 

fors,  pradifes  the  horrid  cuftom  oi  felling 

the  power  tp  torture  and  plunder  any  one 

fvifpeded  of  being  rich.     He  now  referves 

E  3  that 
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that  power  for  himfelf,  and  feldom  negleds 
long  to  ufe  it,  though  fometimes  with  un- 
ufual  lenity,  he  accepts  a  compofttion  as  a 
pnrchafe  of  fcis  forbearance.  And  the  ge- 
nerality of  thofe  robberies  he  executes  on 
fome  pretext  of  right  or  juftice.  Happily 
even  tyrants  muft  often  facrifice,  at  lead 
appearances,  at  the  fhrine  of  juftice.  You 
muft  excufe  hafte,  and  hence  my  returning 
often  to  the  fame  fubjedi. 

One  fees  the  charafter  of  a  people  only  by 
glimpfes  now  and  then,  and  which  you  muft 
take  as  occafions  chance  to  fhine.  Thefe 
people,  as  troops,  with  all  their  indolence, 
have  great  fire  at  times,  a  momentary  kind 
of  courage,  rage,  or  enthufiafm  : — et  alors 
(a  Frenchman  told  me)  ils  fe  font  tuer 
d^ajfez  bonne  grace.  They  are  temperate, 
and  even  abftemious ;  often  penetrating  and 
fagacious;  but  then  they  carry  it  too  far, 
to  cunning,  duplicity,  deceit.  They  have 
great  pride  and  hauteur;  but  not  that  which 
reftrains  them  from  meannefs  and  fraud. 

The  Moors  of  the  plains,  and  the  Bre- 
bers,  and  other  clafles  of  the  mountains, 

are 
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are  obvioufly  different  races  of  people.  The 
many  revolutions  which  thefe ,  northern 
parts  of  Africa  have  underg(»e,  may  have 
r^peatedly^  deftroyed  all  the  ti;aces  and  cha- 
ra<Ser  of  the  original  inhabitants;  butthefe 
would  perhaps  again  appear,  if  left  to  them- 
felves:  in  fliort,  the  general  indigenous  in- 
habitant of  all  this  continent  was  probably 
the  negro;  and  the  nature  of  the  country 
may  be  fuch,  if  left  to  itfelf,  as  to  turn  tl^e 
prefenjt  different  races  all  to  negroes  again 
in  the  courfe  of  time.  But  as  the  moun- 
tains here,  as  elfewhere,-  have  not  been  fo 
much  over-run  by  enemies  as  the  plains, 
it  is  among  thofe  firft  we  muft  loo^  for 
jhe  oldeft  inhabitants.  They  are  obvioufly 
a  different  race  froni  thofe  of  the  plains:-— 
they  are  generally  thin,  light,  adive,  and 
rather  fair;  and  thofe  of  the  towns  and 
plains,  fetter,  heavier,  and  more  of  a  copper 
coloured  aiid  mixed  breed, 

I  fufped  there  are  but  few  of  the  ancierit 

Arabian  race  now  remaining  in  Africa,  or 

they  are  much  degenerated.     I  have  heard 

there  are  ftill  fome  few  diftin^t  tribes  or 

£  4  families 
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families  of  them  in  fo^ae  of  the  infernal 
parts  behind  the  Algerine  dominions;  a 
more  moral  and  elegant,  a  proud,  but  ftill  a 
paftoral  people.  Hereypoyerty  and  oppref- 
lion  have  long  fmce  cancelled  almoft  every 
diftindlion  of  charader,  as  well  as  of  rank. 
The  dread  and  anxiety  of  perpetual  danger 
hanging  pver  their  heads,  may  be  faid  to 
fufpend  all  charadler,  and  ftifle  what  they 
would  have  been  under  other  circumftances. 
They  are  fagacious,  yet  ignorant;  rapacious, 
yet  indolent  j  fometimes  a(Stive,  though  not 
ftrong,  with  a  rooted  and  habitual  enmity 
towards  all  other  nations,  in  proportion,  as 
ufual,  to  their  own  ignorance  and  fuperfti- 
tion ;  but  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  have  long 
been  the  moft  immediate  objects  of  their 
hatred  and  contempt. 

Vices  happily  counteradt  each  other  In 
this  world.  Avarice  begins  to  make  them 
more  tolerant  here,  at  leaft  in  their  fea- 
port  towns.  The  frequent  prefents  and  the 
commerce  of  the  Chriftians  have  in  fome 
meafure  fixed  their  regard  and  attention; 
and  their  hopes  of  making  fomething  of  us^ 
procures  us  fome  temporary  civilities. 

On 
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On  mutual  control  and  affiftance,  on 
SL&ion  and  counteraSion,  dependis  the  whole 
fyftem  of  nature,  phyfical  and  moral.  It 
is  certainly  right  that  there  be  a  conftant 
intercourfe  between  different  countries  and 
climates.  All  attempts  to  exclude  each 
other,  have  proved  deftrudive  to  nations. 
The  fineft  countries  feem  to  require  the 
moft  frequent  fuppBes  of  people,  either  as 
colonifts  or  conquerors.  And  the  world 
feems  to  be  divided  for  men,  as  for  cattle, 
into  breeding  and  fattening  countries ;  and 
the  latter  myft  be  frequently  fupplied  from, 
the  former.  The  fineft  plains  and  climates 
ferve  at  once  to  fatten^  fpoil,  and  enervate 
their  inhabitants,  and  to  invite  others  from 
the  diftant  mountains  to  conqueft  or  coloni- 
zation, 

I  am  in  doubt  about  fonie  of  their  cuftoms, 
ceremonies,  drefs,  Sffr.  if  worth  mention- 
ing. The  Highland  plaid^  and  the  Moorifh 
bayk^  are  perhaps  the  fame  as  the  Roman 
toga^  and  they  probably  had  it  from  other 
older  nations. 
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LETTER     IX. 

Difficulties  of  any  Change  or  Progrefs  bere% 
^^NegUgence^  &c. 

IT  is  almoft  impofSble  for  any  perfcn  or 
nation,  wer^  they  ever  fo  willing,  to  be 
pf  the  fervice  you  mention,  to  this  Prince, 
or  to  his  country*  Your  good  general  need 
not  fear  our  opening  their  eyes  too  much ; 
they  are  determined,  and  ufe  means  quite 
fufficient  to  keep  them  fhut. 

The  reign  of  ignorance  poflefles  in  itfelf 
the  moft  powerful  principles  of  felf-prefer-r 
vation,  and  is  perhaps  the  moft  durable  of 
all  empires.  Here  no  man,  except  the 
Prince,  can  ever  he  of  confequence  enough 
to  introduce  any  change  or  improvement; 
and  all  changes  are  againft  their  cuftoms, 
law,  or  religion,  which  they  do  not  diftin- 
guifli,   arid   which   likewife    prohibits   the 

reigning 
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reigning  family  from  going  to  fea,  fo  that 
they  can  hardly  ever  travel  or  acquire 
knowledge. 

From  the  neceflary  connexion'  of  the 
arts,  were  they  to  attempt  any  one  branch, 
it  muft  ftop  at  a  certain  point  of  the  progrefs 
for  want  of  others.  For  example^  they 
may  learn  to  throw  fhells  tolerably  well,  with 
much  practice ;  but  they  cannot  get  at  the 
theory,  nor  half  the  trades  and  learning 
neceflary  towards  forming  and  fupporting 
an  artillery.  So  that  fhells,  from  being, 
even  with  us,  perhaps  the  leaft  effedual, 
and  certainly  the  moft  expenfive,  of  all  the 
machines  of  war,  become,  in  their  hands, 
almoft  ufeleFs  and  of  no  effeft.  And  if  they 
think  to  take  any  place  by  fuch  bombarding 
as  theirs  muft  be,  they  will  find  themfelves 
egregioufly  difappointed,  or  it  muft  be  very 
badly  defended.  Any  other  art,  as  fortifi^ 
cation,  legiflation,  manufacture,  "iSc.  would 
Ihare  the  fame  fate  here,  with  artillery,  if 
attempted. 

Any  fcruples  or  diflScultles  in  us,  of  teach- 
ing them  up  to  the  point  of  which  they  are 

capable, 
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capable,  would  be  vain  and  futile.  We 
might  as  well  attempt  to  keep  them  from 
the  fun  or  air,  as  from  the  knowledge  and 
progrefs  to  which  neceflity,  and  their  fitua- 
tion,  will  naturally  carry  them.  It  is  not 
by  their  ignorance  that  they  can  be  kept 
dependent  upon  us.  But  it  has  been  from 
our  neglefting  to  watch  this  Emperor's  views, 
the  changes  of  times  and  circumftances,  that 
has  loft  us  his-friendfhip  and  his  dependence 
on  US';  while  the  Dutch,  Genoefe,  Danes, 
Turks,  and  even  Spaniards,  now  make  a 
merit  of  affifting  him  in  all  he  wants. 

I  am  pleafed  to  perceive,  that  you  begin 
to  fee  the  afFaira  of  this  country  in  a  new 
light.  I  hope  fuch  knowledge  will  extend 
to  other  countries,  and  to  higher  offices. 
The  number  of  difagreeable  circumftances, 
and  the  patience  required  in  this  court  and 
country  for  Europeans,  are  far  beyond  what 
you  can  there  conceive ;  and  how  fo  many 
of  us  come  hither,  is  beyoqcj  my  conc^p-? 
tion  to  account  for, 

All  methods  of  getting  away  having 
failed,  I  ^m  now  in  adu^  -  treaty  about  ^ 

bribe 
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bribe  to  get  a  letter  deliveijed,  to  folicit 
that  favour.  And  all  I  afk,  befides  the'  pri- 
foners,  is  to  let  me  go;  and  as  he  ftills  in- 
fills on  my  afking  fomething,  I  have  men- 
tioned a  borfe;  being  the  ufual  prefent  here, 
and  fuch  as  I  can  accept. 

Many  others  are  here  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion,  if  that  could  be  any  confolation. 
Some  waiting  for  months,  and  years;  fome 
having  come  in  full  expectation  of  promifed 
payments,  or  favours,  and  are  at  length 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  including  them 
ail  in  that  one,  of  being  permitted  to  go. 
Such  are  the  methods,  it  is  fufpe£ted,  that 
he  purpofely  adopts,  of  paying  the  fervices 
even  of  ftrangers  and  Europeans.  You 
may  coniider  how  well  he  is  likely  to  be 
ferved. 

As  the  meflenger  goes  only  to-morrow, 
I  lit  down  again  to  fill  up  your  paper* 
To-day  entirely  at  the  palace,  as  ufual, 
ftarving  with  hunger  and  cold,  for  we  have, 
a  little  froft;  but  without  feeing  his  M — ^■ 
though  fent  for  by  his  orders :  but  we  have 

waited, 
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'Waited,  and  lounged,  and  received  feveral 
of  his  contradiftory  meflages,  as  ufual  too; 
and  have  been  witnefles  of  more  to  others. 
Thefe  things  ufed  at  firft  to  teaze,  but  now 
help  to  amufe  me.  But  the  beft  mefllage  of 
all  (if  not  contradiflied  to-morrow)  was 
the  laft,  viz.  that  I  fhall  have  the  Tetuan 
Chriftians,  of  which  he  makes  a  prodigious 
favour,  and  that  I  fhall  go  in  a  few  days. 
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L  E  T  T  £  R    X. 
Of  the  Prince^  and  Ei^eror^i — Pecidiarit'ies. 

WE  liAve  explained  your  letters  to  the 
Prince.  That  part  wh^ich  condenuis 
the  conful,  gare  hini  great  pleafure,  and 
good  humour.  He  laughed  heartily  as  he 
fat  employed  in  taking  to  pieces,  and  fpoil- 
ing  a  very  good  London-made  clock,  i 
new  Spaniih  prefent,  which  was  probably 
brought  th^re  that  I  might  fee  and  judge  of 
their  friendftiip  with  Spain.  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  afking  for  the  feamen,  and 
he  readily  promifed  me  his  intereft  j  then 
mounted  and  rode  to  his  father,  within  a 
few  doors,  and  the  clock  may  have  efcaped 
for  the  prefent* 

We  have,  to-day,  had  fome  dinner  at 
the  palace,  an  extraordinary  thing  in  thefe 
times,  vi^.  fome  almonds  and  raifins,  and, 
with  diflSculty^  fome  water.       ' 

8  Our 


64        LETTERS    f ROM    BARBARY. 

Our  hopes,  confift  in  the  letters  having 
the  fame  efFeft  on  the  father  as  on  the  fon, 
which  I  doubt.  'With  him,  hardly  afty  one 
here  has  perfonally  any  other  than  that 
fliort-lived  influence  which  .  his  prefent 
paffions  or  npceflities  fometim6s  give  to 
thofe  who  happen  to  be  near  him  at  the 
time.  I  believe  he  is  too  fearful  and  cauti- 
ous to  have  a  friend,  or  any  one  with 
whom  he  may  regularly  coiifult.  Though 
at  once  both  artful  and  aflTuming,  and  taking 
the  credit  of  every  meafure  as  his  own, 
though  borrowed,  he  tfarefully  avoids  the 
appearance  of  being  at  a  lofs,  or  in  any 
.  doubt.  Yet  he  is  not  unfrequently  feen  to 
be  greatly  pefplexed ;  and  is  then  very  foli- 
citous  for  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  chance 
to  be  near  him,  though  thefe  are  generally 
didlated  by  fear,  ignorance,  or  felf-intereft. 
Much  of  his  condudl,  and  of  his  public 
meafures,  favour  of  fuch  a  fource.  This 
fon  is,  however,  to-day  in  favour;  which 
was  not  the  cafe  laft  week. 

Their  adions  and  opinions  are  full  of 
uncertainty,  paradox,  change,  contradiction, 

and 
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and  caprice.  But  the  wild,  flighty,  variable 
humour,  and  true  Barbarian  character,  is 
much  ftronger  and  more  confpicuous  in  the 
fons  than  in  the  father ;  for  he  affeds  wif- 
dom,  and  fets  up  for  the  great  head-piece 
of  his  family  and  race :  and  by  means  of  a 
little  caution,  difcretion,  cunning,  and  often 
indeed  good  fenfe,  he  pafles  here  for  a  Sp- 
lomon,  (for  profound  and  deeply  learned, 
but  not  for  brave.  The  Barbarian  idea  of 
courage  is  infcparable  from  that  of  cruelty ; 
and  he  is  humane  to  a  degree  almofl:  un- 
known in  his  family  or  in  this  government; 
and  though  his  humanity  is  not  quite  what 
we  fliould  dignify  by  that  name,  nor  fo 
powerful  as  to  withftand  his  avarice  when 
they  come  in  competition,  yet  it  often  ap- 
pears in  public,  and  is  the  means  of  faving 
many  lives.  He  wifhes  to  treat  fmailer 
crimes  with  lefs  feverity  than  has  been 
cuftomary  here,  and  for  this  he  is  unpopu- 
lar, and  held  in  fome  degree  of  fecret  con- 
tempt by  his  more  favagc  fons,  and  by  the 
remains  of  the  army,  who  fay,  "  Thete 
*^  fhould  be  a  ftream  of  blood  always  flow- 
*'  ing  from  the  throne,  in  order  to  govern 
VpL.  I.  F  **  this 
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"  this  country  properly/'  And  as  one  of 
the  inftances  of  his  weaknefs,  this  monarch 
has  been  known  to  be  cruel,  againft  )iis 
nature,  in  order  to  fupport  this  character  of 
bravery,  and  to  gain  the  opinion  of  fuch 
people  as  thefe.  You  know  that,  par  de-- 
voir^  he  is  the  only  executioner  in-  his 
kingdom;  and  dexterity  in  cutting  off 
heads,  is  among  the  firfl;  of  royal  accom- 
plifliments  here,  and  is  frequently  the  fub- 
je£t  of  common  converfation  among  the 
people.  And  with  fuch  a  people  as  thefe 
now  are,  it  is  perhaps  the  beft  method  of 
preferving  that  neceflary  terror  and  refpedt 
to  himfclf  and  the  laws. 

All  his  refolutions,  however  extravagant, 
are  fuppofed  to  be  the  immediate  infpi- 
rations  of  God.  He  judges  and  adminifters 
juftice  in  a  very  hafty  and  filmmary  way, 
at  his  levee.  His  fentences,  being  fudden 
infpirktions,  often  before  the  caufe  is  half 
heard — hands,  heads,  are  cut  off;  the 
whole  procefs  and  execution,  often  the 
work  only  of  a  few  minutes.  But  to  his 
great  honour,  there  are  much  fewer  execu- 
tions 
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tions  than  formerly,  as  in  Muley  Iflimaers 
time,  though  it  is  matter  of  regret  to  many 
of  his  foldiers  and  fubjedts. 

It  is  probably  from  the  Eaft,  that  we  too 
had  once  got  the  abfurd  and  terrific  idea  of 
kings  being  God's  vicegerents  here  on 
earth;  an  idea  which  our  European  princes 
do  not  feem,  in  thefe  days,  fo  fond  of  pro- 
pagating; as,  fortunately  for  fociety^  it  has 
become  more  neceflary  and  ufeful^to  be  be- 
loved, than  to  be  feared,  by  their  fubjeSs. 


F  2 
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LETTER    XI. 

More  Anecdotes  of  the  Emperor. — Bad  jfc* 
commodationsj  and  State  of  the  Arts. 

THIS  Emperor  is  rather  in  his  element 
at  thefe  levees,  or  audiences.  Cunniag 
and  fenfible,  he  is  no  bad  courtier,  though 
a  coarfe  one,  and  fays  fome  artful  and 
well-ftudied  things,  which  often  have  the 
effeds  he  intends  by  them ;  and  though  we 
are  not  all  deceived,  all  are  obliged  to 
praife  his  wifdom,  and  pretend  to  admire 
and  believe — as  is  not  unufual,  I  believe, 
at  other  courts. 

He  has  there  lately  declared,  that  he  means 
to  make  war  on  the  Diitch,  if  their  embafly 
(that  is,  their  prefents)  does  not  foon  appear; 
and  it  is  faifl,  that  nothing  under  ten  thou- 
fand  ducats  will  anfwer  the  purpofe,  or 
prevent  the  war.    In  (hort,  though  not  paid 

annually, 
.     6 
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annually,  it  is  a  tribute;   and  we  are  all 
tributary  to  him. 

He  fays,  hfc  will  grant  no  corn  to  the 
Chriftians  this  year  till  late  in  May.  The 
Chriftians  are  quite  out  of  favour  of  late. 
He  hardly  now  fees  any  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  ufed  to  be  quite  intimate. 

The  cry  of  war  with  any  Chriftian  power 
is  always  popular  here;  and  he  deals  out, 
at  his  levees,  a  little  hopes  of  it  now  and 
then,  for  popularity,  and  other  various  pur- 
pofes. 

You  fee  the  promifes  of  the  tenth  are  for- 
gotten again,  as  ufual,  here.  One  of  the 
Tetuan  Chriftians  is  taken  from  me,  be- 
caufe  Sombel  has  had  a  hint  of  fome  hopes 
of  a  ranfom,  which  he  muft  ihare  with  his 
mafter.  The  next  that  feems  to  require 
being  afked  for,  is  our  Vice  Conful  of  Mo- 
godore. 

I  write  moft  of  this  on  my  knee,  a  la 

Morifco.     We  pitch  our  tent  in  our  room,- 

F  3  and 
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and  the  tent  being  none  of  the  beft,  yoa 
know,  keeps  out  only  part  of  the  rain  which 
comes  through  the  roof  of  the  houfe.  I 
cannot  manage  here  to  keep  my  feet  dry 
f^r  a  whole  day,  nor  to  get  rid  of  a  fecond 
cold,  though  not  fo  feverifli  as  the  firft. 
We  haye  changed  from  the  convent,  but 
for  the  worfe,  if  poffible.  It  is  hard  to  fay 
which  are  the  moft  uncomfortable  kind  of 
animals  for  landlords  and  companions, 
Spanifli  friars.  Moors,  or  Jews, 

We  fhall  be  tolerably  good  Moors  in 
time,  as  to  indolence  and  fobriety;  and 
fhall  have  again  to  learn  to  drink  wine, 
though  not  bad  water.  Slavery  itfelf  would 
probably  require  only  a  certain  time  to.  re- 
concile and  debafe  the  mind. 

The  pride  of  poliflied  times  is,  perhaps, 
too  apt  to  confider  th^e  affairs  of  barbarous 
nations  as  unworthy  of  notice,  and  barren 
of  inftrudion.  But  I  think  a  mind  that  is 
warm  in  the  purfuits  and  inveftigation  of 
human  nature,  will  find  her  interefting  in 
every  fhape*    Though  I  muft  confejTs,  I  ana 

too 
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too  often  out  of  humour  with  thefe  people, 
when  teazeci  and  fatigued  with  many  dif- 
agreeable  circumftances.  I  believe  few  are 
ever  inclined  to  repeat  their  vifitation,  but 
fuch  as  are  obliged  to  it.  Yet  when  the 
troubles  are  over,  and  diminifhed  by  dif- 
tance  and  time,  and  only  the  agreeable  recol- 
leiflions  remain,  as  ufual  withmoftjournies, 
I  may  then  perhaps  experience*  a  change  of 
fentiment,  and  may  have  no  material  ob- 
jedions  to  repeat  this  journey  hither  in  the 
manner  you  mention. 

Man  is  probably  worth  confidering  in 
every  ftate  and  condition  of  fociety;  and 
among  people,  though  fo  far  behind  us, 
fome  arts  and  works  may  be  obferved  that 
at  leaft  feem  worthy  our  attention,  as  objects 
of  curiofity,  if  not  of  utility.  But  ufe- 
ful  hints  may  be  picked  up  in  almoft  any 
country,  efpecially  by  military  ^.men,  who 
fhould  know  the  fimple  and  ready  ways  of' 
doing  every  thing. 

The  ingenuity,  as  well  as  the  ftupidity 

of  thefe  people,  while  both  differ  fo  widely 

F  4  from 
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from  our  own,  become  objeds  of  curiofi'ty 
to  us.  They  will  frequently  perform  great 
things  with  very  fmall  means;  and,  with 
the  moft  trifling  and  fimple  tools,  will  exe-- 
GUte  works  where  we  (hould  require  a  com- 
plicated apparatus.  They  can  creft  great 
and  extenfive  buildings  without  ftone,  brick, 
or  mortar,  and  with  fcarcely  any  timber, 
viz.  of  dirt  and  mud,  by  means  of  woodeii 
cafes  or  frames,  removable  when  the  fabric 
is  dry*  But  you  fee  there  fome  of  the  taby 
walls,  for  which  they  were  formerly  fo  fa- 
mous ;  and  they  had  then  very  {Irong  mix-^ 
tures  for  mortar  and  plafter — ^arts  which 
are  now  almoft  loft  here. 

But  they  will  make  a  water-mill  out  of 
timber  that  we  fhould  think  infufficienf  for 
a  ftool.  They  will  form  a  fort  of  bridge 
over  a  river  with  fpart  or  bafs  ropes  ftretch- 
ed  acrofs  it,  without  any  purchafe  but  the 
main  force  of  a  number  of  hands;  and 
though  it  drags  in  the  water,  it  will  carry 
fome  people  and  baggage,  while  the  reft 
fwim  the  horfes. 

And 
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And  they  make  floats  that  carry  over 
baggage,  in  a  country  where  there  is  nei- 
ther flick,  (lone,  nor  bufh,  with  no  other 
material  but  the  fkins  of  animals  blown  up 
with  the  mouth.  The  women  weave  tole- 
rable' coarfe  cloth  without  any  loom,  merely 
with  pieces  of  reed. 

But,  as  you  may  readily  fuppofe,  thofc 
works  are  all  flowly  and  badly  executed. 
They  are  now  ignorant  of  all  the  firfl:  prin- 
ciples of  philofophy  and  mathematics,  and 
incapable  of  retaining  fuch  knowledge  in  the 
country,  even  if  it  were  introduced.  The 
few  middling  or  bad  methods  they  poflefs, 
are  derived  to  them  from  undifcoverable 
antiquity,  and  are  fixed  by  law  and  cuftom, 
beyond  the  power  of  improvement.  Cuftom, 
which  they  refpc£t  as  law,  would  of  itfelf 
be  ftifficient  to  keep  them  as  they  are, 
without  the  help  of  defpotifm  and  the  de- 
population it  produces. 

Their  towns  are  generally  built  of  this 
dirt  and  taby,  upon  the  very  quarrifes  of 
free^ftone.     Five  hundred  horfe  require  a 

whole 
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whole  clay  to  pafs  a  fmall  river.  It  is  fin- 
gular,  though  not  very  delicate,  to  fee  the 
women  working  the  pafte  for  the  cufcus^y 
on  the  ground  between  their  legs. 

It  is  impoffible  to  perfuade  them  that 
our  improvements  can  be  of  any  ufe  to 
them;  and,  prejudices  apart,  they  are  not 
perhaps  always  wrong  \xx  thofe  opinions. 
The  arts,  the  police  of  populous  and  polic- 
ed nations,  are  not  fit  for  hords  of  fhep- 
herds.  They  do  not  want  to  be  taught 
to  do  things  in  lefs  time  or  fpace,  with 
fewer  hands,  or  lefs  force,  while  they  have 
iimey  fpace\  and  hands  enough.  Neither 
men  nor  women  will  have  occafion  for  our 
fine  things,  while  the  former  are  tyrants 
and  the  latter  flaves. 

Butfome  of  your  own  learned  men  difpute, 
and  fome  deny,  the  advantages  of  fcience 
and  civilization.  The  moil  abfurd  opi- 
nions will  find  partizans.  Doubtlefs,  the 
two    extremes    of  ignorance    and    refine^ 

*  Alcu/cus,  is  a  granulated  pafte,  the  fame  as  that  of 
vermicelli, 

menl 
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ment  have  each  their  vices  and  their  vir- 
tues, their  forts  and  foibles.  What  we 
gain  in  one  way,;  we  muft  often  lofe  in 
others;  fuch  is  the  fate — the  law  of  our 
nature.  The  progrefs  of  certain  vicious 
weaknefles  may  keep  pace  with  that  of 
knowledge;  and  the  fame  caufes,  weahh 
and  leifure,  may  contribute,  at  once,  to  the 
increafe  of  vice,  luxury,  and  fcience.  The 
middle  ranks  of  men  may,  in  fome  cafes, 
improve,  while  the  two  extremes  of  high 
and  low,  may  both  incline  towards  corrup- 
tion and  depravity.  -  Yet,  on  the  whole, 
we  muft  believe,  that  man  may  live  happier 
in  a  civilized  and  well-regulated  cora-» 
munity,  than  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy  and  ra- 
pine ;  and  that  the  benefits  of  arts  and  im- 
provements muft  be  at  leaft  fufBcient  to 
reward  that  continual  and  laborious  purfuit 
■which  we  fee  always  attending  their  pro- 
grefs. 

In  the  decifion.of  fuch  queftions,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  fafer  to  attend  to  the  opi- 
nions of  thofe  who  have  afted  certain  dif- 
ferent parts  and  duties  among  men,  than  to 

fuch 
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luch  as  only  (peculate  over  them  at  home 
by  means  of  books.  But  indeed  it  pro- 
bably requires  the  joint  efforts  of  both 
theory  and  pradice,  to  advance  the  great 
fcience  of  government  only  a  few  fteps  far- 
ther, with  fecurity.  Hence  the  extreme 
rarity  of  that  valuable  being— a  great  /jw- 
givery^-^not  a  lawyer.  Thefe  two  charac- 
ters have  feldom  been  joined. 
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LETTER    XIL 

Of  political  Innovations. — Foreign  Travel.-^ 
Lawgivers. — Emperor^ 

IN  an  inquifitive  and  improving  age,  we 
muft  expert  every  poffible  variety  of 
opinion  to  be  advanced  and  fupported*  In 
the  courfe  of  this  progrefs  and  variety,  the 
increafe  of  human  knowledge  and  inquiry 
may  often  lead  rather  to  doubt  than  to  pre- 
fumption.  The  wifeft  and  oldeft  nations  will 
know  the  moft,  and  will  therefore,  perhaps, 
be  moft  aware  of  innovations,  and  thence 
may  be  oftener  too  cautious,  than  in  the  other 
extreme  of  rafh  and  inconfiderate;  which 
laft  is  more  the  charafterifticof  this  Barbarian 
ftate  of  fociety.  Your  fuperior  fcience  and 
wifdom  will  have  a  tendency  to  produce  more 
caution  than  enterprife.  You  know  too 
well  the  danger  of  all  extremes  in  any  mea- 
fures  or  principles;  the  impoflibility  of  any 
rule  being  without  exceptions;  the  power  of 

cuftom 
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cuftom  or  habit,  which  is  properly  called 
fecond  nature,  and  which  it  is  therefore  fel- 
dom  prudent  or  prafticable  to  change ;  fo 
that  the  very  wifdom  of  experience  may 
lead  towards  the  extreme  of  circumfpedtion 
and  timidity.  An  old  foldicr  is  often  too 
cautious^  and,  were  it  not  for  fome  of  thofe 
bold  innovators  in  politics,  who,  with  more 
fpirit  than  knowledge,  can  carry  whole 
nations  on  to  new  experiments,  fociety 
would  probably  ftand  ftill,  or  go  backwards. 

I  believe  I  was  led  into  thefe  reflexions 
by  fomething  about  thefe  Moors,  and  their 
government;  and  by  reading  accidentally 
one  of  your  over- wife  and  learned  authors, 
who  preaches  againft  foreign  travel,  and 
thence  againft  our  learning  any  thing  from 
other  nations. 

Npw  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is 
only  by  mutual  intercourfe  that  nations  im- 
prove, and  that  even  our  idleft  and  weakeft 
ramblers  generally  bring  home  more  good 
than  evil  from  their  travels;  that  they 
jnoftly  either  retain,  or  afterwards  on  re- 
3  fle<aion 
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fledion  acquire  from  thence,  a  fomething 
of  utility,  and  more  certainly  a  fomething  of 
the  agreeable^  that  ferves  to  diftinguifh  them 
from  the  common  herd.  Nay,  without 
travel,  1  think  we  have  feldom  feen  any 
man  become  very  great  in  things  of  the 
firft  importance;  and  ftill  lefs,  any  one  be- 
come univerfally  great.  I  have  no  idea  of 
a  man  being  fit  for  a  legiflator  or'a-fenator, 
without  having  travelled.  And  as  to  that 
firft  and  moft  important  charader  before 
mentioned^  a  great  lawgiver^  perhaps  we 
cannot  expedl  to  fee  one  again,  while  there 
is  fo  little  chance  of  the  different  excellencies 
of  the  human  charader  being  joined  in  one; 
— not  till  the  great  philofopher,  the  foldier, 
traveller,  ftatefman,  fcholar,  hiftorian,  poet, 
mufician,  ^c.  can  again  be  found  together 
and- joined  to  the  beft  heart.  This  was  al- 
ways a  rare  being  among  men;  but  now, 
with  the  minute  feparation  of  arts  and  pro- 
feflions — with  our  partial,  tedious,  inadive, 
unanimated,  unfeeling  kind  of  education, 
the  produdion  of  fuch  men  is  become  quite 
improbable.  There  has  not  bfeen  perhaps 
above  three  or  four  really  great  lawgivers 

in 
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in   two   thoufand   years: — a  Lycurgus,   a 
Solon,  a  Numa,  and  a  Penn. 

When  we  fee  the  different  kinds  of  vices 
prevailing  in  fuch  varied  degrees  in  the  dif^ 
ferent  countries  we  vifit,  and  the  gradual 
change  of  national  characters,  can  we  doubt 
the  influence  of  education,  of  government^ 
of  manners?  Or  can  we  believe  human  na- 
ture or  mankind  to  be  always  the  fame  ia 
all  ages  and  nations?  as  fome  of  our  over- 
learned  and  wife  would  have  us  believe,  as  a 
very  great  and  fage  difcovery. 

I  believe  we  muft  travel,  were  it  only  to 
unlearn  the  errors  and  nonfenfe  that  fome 
of  our  books,  and  our  bookifh  matters,  may 
have  taught  us  in  our  youth. 

But  we  muft  not  conclude  a  letter  with- 
out mentioning  our  friend  the  Emperor^ 
He  feems  ftill  at  times  to  repent  of  fome  of 
his  harjQi  treatment  of  our  Conful.  He 
has  (hewn  fome  difpleafure  towards  the 
Moor  and  the  Jew,  who  were  his  inftru— 
luents   in    that   bufinefsj   and  they  may 

probably 
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probably  yet  receive  fome  political  and  cor- 
poreal chaftifement  on  that  account^  if  thofe , 
ineafures  fliould  ever  be  properly  refented 
by  our  court ;  which  he  fears  may  yetfte 
the  cafe,  in  fpite  of  all  the  comfort  and  en- 
couragement you  give  him* 

You  mull:  always  expeA  him  to  go  ad 
far  as  ever  he -can  with  any  chance  of  im- 
punity ;  but  he  is,  neverthelefs,  eafily 
frightened.  The  French  have  lately  filenced 
him  by  a  fpirited  anfwer  to  one  of  his  in- 
folent  meffages*  1  think  we  make  lefs  ufe 
of  our  natural  advantages  than  almoft  any 
other  nation.  Is  not  this  from  a  want  of 
fufEcient  knowledge  of  the  chara£ter.and 
l^ecreta  of  other  courts  and  nations?  Are 
your  minifters  men  who  have  travelled  and 
refided  in  other  countries? 

But  the  rain,  which  feemg  to  laft  for  ever, 
continues  to  wet  our  paper,  and  every  thing. 
All  things  here,  as  well  as  the  houfes,  are 
in  a  more  imperfe<3:,  infufficient,  or  ruined 
ftate^  than  you  can  ever  there  conceive  with- 
out feeing. 

.   Vol-  L  G 
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LETTER     XIII. 

The  Improbability   of  Improvements. ''^T^bc 
Spaniard  in  favour. — Our  had  Policy. 

EVERY  thing  here  wears  a  neglected, 
unfiniflied,  and  defolate  appearance. 
The  country  feems  only  of  late  to  have 
emerged  a  little  from  ruins,  and  now  to  be  re- 
turning fad  thither  again.  The  footfteps  of 
oppreffion  are  ftrongly  marked  throughout. 

And  there  is  no  improving  a  country 
like  this.  Nothing  can  be  done  but  by  the 
Prince;  and  you  fee  how  improbable  it  is 
that  any  thing  like  a  lawgiver, — a  Peter  the 
Great, — can  ever  be  produced  here — on 
auroit  beau  prober.  What  could  move  ^ 
Prince  who  feels  nothing  for  his  people^ 
his  fame,  or  his  pofterity,  and  who  dreads 
the  riches  and  population  of  his  own  coua— 
try?  How  fet  about  to  reform  a  bar- 
barous exclufive  religion,  and  mitigate  their 

abhor- 
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abliorrence  of  Chriftians,  which  has  been 
implanted  as  neceffary  to  their  exiftence, 
and  to  their  conquefts ;  and  now,  perhaps, 
too  deeply  rooted  in  their  habits  and 
cnfloms,  ever  to  be  moved?  The  talk  of 
reforming  or  reftoring  fuch  a  people,  feems 
too  great  for  any  man.  It  would  not  be 
forming  a  new  nation,  but  mending  an  old 
one,  which  is  here  probably  by  far  the  moft 
difficult  of  the  two.  He  would  have  to 
undo,  or  reform  himfelf,  his  court,  the 
people,  the  government,  and  then  to  make 
up  the  whole  anew  from  worfe  than  nothing, 
Againftthe  moft  inveterate  prejudices,  vices,  • 
idlenefs,  ignorance, — the  labour  feems  be- 
yond the  power  of  man. 

Nothing  above  the  rank  of  a  workman 
can  yet  live,  or  be  of  any  ufe  here ;  and 
Hodge  the  mafon  may  be  of  far  greater 
fervice  than  a  Duke  de  Riperda,  or  a  Mar-    , 
quis  de  Viale. 

Some  acquaintance  with  the  rude  nations 

(hould  be  kept   up  among  the   civilized, 

though  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  acquire 

G  2  than 
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than  that  of  their  polifhed  ricighbours, 
which  may  be  tolerably  procured  without 
moving  from  home,  by  the  help  of  books, 
fociety,  commerce,  travellers,  refemblance; 
— all  of  which  fail  us  here.  Information 
we .  find  fo  rare  and  difficult  to  procure, 
even  of  the  next  town.  As  to  the  Euro- 
peans fettled  in  fuch  countries,  it  is  melan- 
choly to  fee  how  foon  their  notions  are 
confined  and  affimilated  to  the  place,  and 
how  few  ideas  they  have  beyond  their  own 
bufinefs. 

But  ere  I  forget  the  news  of  the  day.— 
This  Emperor  liberally  gave  to  the  Spanifli 
Conful,  the  laft  audience,  without  ranfom, 
eleven  Spaniards  his  prifoners,  whom  he  had 
bought  of  the  Rifiens.  It  is  only  with  Carlos^ 
as  he  calls  the  King  of  Spain,  that  he  is  now 
on  a  truly  attached  and  friendly  footing. 
There  is  a  change  for  you !  What  muft  this 
footing  have  coft  Carlos?  You  fhould  fpare 
nothing  to  know  the  particulars;  for  from 
fome  of  thefe  much  may  always  be  drawn 
of  future  plans  and  intentions :  the  general 
plan  or  meaning  is  eafily  feen.     At  the 

fame 
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fame  time  he  faid  he  had  given  orders  to 
his  fouthern  Bafliaw  to  tell  the  Moun- 
taineers to  kill  all  the  Englifli  who  may  be 
caft  in,  or  come  there,  for  the  future. 
Fortunately  they  will  not  obey  him,  nor  his 
Baftiaw,  efpecially  while  they  have  hopes 
of  getting  any  thing  for  them  at  Santa  Cruz, 
or  Mogadore. 

I  am  glad  you  now  fee  the  importance 
of  keeping  up  a  conftant  and  perfpicacious 
flyle  of  information  and  attention  to  the 
plans,  views,  powers,  probabilities,  ^c.  of 
your  neighbours;  I  wifh  that  kind  of  know- 
ledge could  be  extended  to  others  of  our 
public  men ;  but  I  fear  we  fhall  always  be 
fomewhat  deficient  in  thefe,  and  our  in- 
adequate ideas  of  other  countries  but  too 
often  appear  in  our  public  meafures.  By 
means  of  Gibraltar  and  your  Jleet^  you  may 
always  be  of  the  firft  confequence  here,  and 
ipight  manage  this  and  fome  other  coun- 
tries as  you  pleafe, 
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LETTER    XIV. 

Geographical  and  pby/ical  Ideas. — Cultiva^ 
tion.  —  Life.  —  Difeafes.  — DeJiruElion.  — 
ConjeStures  in  Natural  Hiftory. 

I  HAVE  now  feen  more  of  this  country, 
toward  the  mountains  behind  it.  A 
poor  population,  thin  crops,  and  a  want  of 
Ikill,  exertion,  and  induftry,  are  too  con- 
Ipicuous  throughout  the  whole.  In  fome 
parts  toward  the  fkirts  of  the  mountains 
(which  is  in  moft  countries  the  beft  foil), 
and  in  fome  trad;s  of  their  plains,  the  land 
in  tillage  is  rather  extenfive,  in  proportion 
to  the  few  miferable  inhabitants  fo  thinly 
fcattered  over  it.  But  they  have  little  or 
no  other  labour;  no  fences,  manures,  fodder, 
gardens,  tioufes,  trees,  nor  roads,  to  mind, 
fo  that  they  will  plow,  or  rather  fcratch^  up 
a  good  deal  of  land  with  their  trifling  little 
plough,  which  is  often  without  iron. 

The 
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The  plains  run  to  fand  in  many  places,  and 
the  beft  parts  are  generally  but  of  a  light  and 
thin  foil,  which  may  be  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  want  of  cultivation  and  vege- 
tation, and  like  wife  to  the  want  of  water; 
a  want  that  is  but  too  general,  I  believe, 
throughout  this  great  continent  of  Africa; 
and  hence  it  muft  ever  be  but  thinly  peopled. 
From  our  knowledge  of  its  coafts,  and  the 
few  rivers,  it  is  plain  there  muft  be  much  of 
its  internal  extent  entirely  without  rivers, 
and  therefore  not  habitable  in  thofe  climates. 

To  forma  general  geographic  idea  of  this 
kingdom,  conceive  a  long  flip  of  low  coun- 
try along  this  coaft,  from  the  Straits  down 
to  about  28  N.  lat.  where  Atlas  fhoulders 
on  the  ocean.  A  branch  of  thofe  moun- 
tains running  northward  behind  this  plain 
to  Cape  Spartel,  helps  to  bound  and  cut  it 
off  from  the  reft  of  the  continent.  The 
few  rivers  (as  you  fee  in  the  map)  that 
traverfe  this  flip  of  country,  do  not  improve 
it  much,  except  in  fome  places  where  they 
overflow.  Not  fupplied  by  lelTer  ftreams, 
ais  clfewhere,  in  their  courfe  from  the  moun- 
G  4  tains 


88        LETTERS    PROM    BARBARY. 

tains  to  the  fea,  this  light  land  drinks  up 
all  the  rain ;  they  feldom  produce  any 
"verdure  even  on  their  banks.  Not  a  plant 
or  fhrub,  nothing  verdant  to  be  feen,  not  fo 
much  as  to  mark  the  margin  or  courfe  of 
the  river;  fo  that  we  may  almoft  tumble 
into  it,  before  vve.difcover  where  it  is. 

There  is  fomething  very  difmal  in  thefe 
extenfive  brown  flats,  with  almoft  as  good 
a  horizon  as  at  fea,  and  without  any  greea 
object  within  the  diftant  view.  The  land 
feems  to  produce  fcarcely  any  thing  but  what 
is  fownj  and  where  any  thing  grows  fpon- 
taneoufly,  it  is  fmall  of  its  kind.  Though 
a  fine  climate,  feveral  of  the  Spanifli  foreft 
trees  are  here  only  like  flirubs.  Both  ve-r 
getable  and  animal  life  are  in  a  weakly 
and  unimproved  ftate.  One  fees  very 
little  fign  of  animal  ftrength  or  vigour, 
except  in  the  horfe,  and  that  is  but  feldom, 
for  this  Emperor  has  fadly  negleiSed  and 
difcouraged  the  breed  of  them.  The  camel, 
though  large,  is  but  a  weakly,  flieepifli, 
and  fluggifh  aninial,  and  carries  but  a  fmall 
load  in  proportion  to  his  fize.     The  fierce 

lions 
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Kons  and  tigers  are  in  the  mountains, 
ivhich,  I  fufped:,  are  here  at  Icaft  the  fitted 
habitations  for  man  too. 

. .  The  difeafes  moft  common  here  arc 
agues,  dropfres,  itch,  and  other  cutaneoiis 
diforders,  often  to  a  violent  or  leprous  de- 
gree. Pray  are  not  thefe  the  efFefts  of  poor 
blood,  and'of  poor  and  nafty  living? 

^  But  fome  of  their  land  produces  good: 
grain,  though  their  mode  of  hufbandry. 
gives  but  poor  thin  crops.  Their  being 
able  lately  to  export  fome  of  it,  is  not  fo 
much  a  proof  of  their  induftry,  as  of  a  want 
of  population  to  eat  it.  How^ever,  this  ex- 
portation might  be  of  fervice  to  the  country} 
if  the'  Emperor  could  let  it  alone,  or  ma- 
nage it  with  common  fenfe ;  both  of  which 
are  quite  improbable. 

Towards  the  fkirts  of  the  mountains, 
which  there  forjn  green  hills,  though  many 
of  them  too  fandy  like  the  plains,  we  find 
more  flocks,  and  fome  good  land,  and,  I 
think,  a  better  fort  of  people,  and  feveral 

kinds 
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kinds  of  good  cattle,  which  it  might  be 
worth  while  to  export,  and  to  try  by  crofe 
breeds  in  other  countries.  May  not  this 
peace  and  communication  with  Spain  in 
time  produce  fome  good  effe^s  to  both 
thefe  countries  at  leaft?  They  want  much 
to  improve  their  breed  of  cattle  in  Spain* 

There  are  different  races  of  Mountaineers 
between  this  kingdom  and  Algiers,  who 
acknowledge  neither  ftate,  and  I  believe 
are  almofl  independent*  Some  c^  them 
are  called  Brebcrs^  and  hence  is  fuppc^d 
to  come  the  name  of  Berberia.  Thofe 
feem  to  be  the  oldeft  inhabitants,  moft 
like  to  the  Mauritanians  of  the  Romans, 
and  it  is  faid  fome  of  them  flill  call  ail 
Europeans  or  ftrangers  by  a  name  tljat 
founds  like  Rami.  This  Emperor  goes 
often  againft  fome  of  them,  perhaps  partly 
by  way  of  exercifing  his  troops  j  which 
would  be  a  very  good  plan,  if  he  had 
flcill,  exertion,  and  fteadinefs  equal  to  it, 
But  he  makes  no  conquefts,  and  only  raifes 
by  force  fome  accidental  contributions.  In 
thofe  expeditions  he  has  likewife  a  view 

to 
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tx>  de/iru€lion^  both  in  the  countries  thrbtigh 
which  he  marches,  and  thofe  he  goaj 
againft.  To  impoverifh,  to  deprefs  the 
efforts,  and  deftroy  the  efFeds  of  indtiftry^ 
is  one  of  the  grand  fecret  objects  of  this 
Ipecies  of  government.  His  rabble  of  an 
army,  and  its  followers,  by  the  circuit  they 
ufually  take  on  thefe  occafions,  moft  effec- 
tually perform  the  different  offices  of  de- 
ftrudlion,  and  may  be  faid  to  eat  up  the 
country.  Thefe  Mountaineers  were  pro- 
bably the  kind  of  inhabitants  found  here 
at  the  time  of  the  Arabian  or  Mahomedaa 
conquefls*  They  feem  more  induftrious, 
though  a  fmaller  race  of  people  than  thofe 
t)f  the  tent  villages  in  the  plains.  They 
have  fixed  habitations,  huts,  and  fome  little 
gardens* 

This  now  flreight  low  coafl  may  former- 
ly have  been  in  a  more  concave,  or  in*i 
dented  and  uneven  line,  and  may  have 
bf  dn  fiiUcd  up  thus  to  a  right  line,  by  time ' 
and  the .  fea :  now  without  bays,  head-* 
l^nds,  or  harbours,  all  tfhe  rivers  forming 
bftrs  it  tbdr  entrances.     There  is  only  one 

good 
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good  bay,  Woladia^  which  might  be  made  a 
good  harbour,  if  you  would  help  him  to  do 
it,  which  I  think  you  ought,  without  fcruple 
pr  fear. 

Mogadore   might  like  wife,   perhaps,  be 

improved,  by  aflifting  thejflands  with  piers 

and  jettees,   Ssfr.   if  it  could  be  deepened 

by  the  help  of  the  little  river,    or  other 

,  means. 

There  are  few  hard  bodies  to  be  found ; 
no  marble,  or  ores,  till  we  go  back  to  the 
mountains.  Moft  of  theilone  on  the  coaft 
feems  like  newly  hardened,  or  juftcohefing 
fand,  like  that  behind  Gibraltar  rook.  Near 
Mequinez  and  Fez,  the  harder  bodies  begin 
to  appear:  their  ftrata  approach  the  furface, 
and,  I  fuppofe,  form  the  great  body  of 
mountains  that  appear  here  in  the  diftant 
view. 

Some  quarries  of  an  indifferent  kind  of 
marble  have  been  much  worked  near  Me- 
quinez,  and  laft  by  Muley  Iflimael,  with 
his  numerous  Chriftian  flaves,  for  his  ex* 

tenfive 
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tenlive  and  ufelefs  buildings  here.     Many 
,    of  his  half-made  columns  ftiU  lie  about  the 
quarries. 

In  the  back  parts  of  thefe  plains^  oh  ap* 
proaching  the  hills,  we  pafled  by  large  tra£t9 
where ,  the  upper  ftratum  confifted  of  what 
we  call  plum-pudding  ft  one,  often  with 
earth  or  fand  beneath.  Muft  not  this  have 
comje  from  the  mountains?  and  do  not  all 
thefe  things  indicate  thefe  plains  to  be  new 
country?  But  I  mean  to  trouble  you  with 
very  few  of  my  conjeSures  in  natural  hif- 
tory;  and  the  particulars  would  require 
more  ftudy,  and  a  longer  refidence  on  pur- 
pofe.  Only  let  me  obferve,  that  I  am  in- 
clined to  think- the  land  of  this  globe  is  in- 
creafing,  and  that  the  fea  adds  more  to 
fome  coafts  than  it  takes  away  from  others^ 
by  operating  on  the  bottom,  and  throwing 
it  up.  And  all  the  earth  that  is  above 
water,  was  raifed  by  thefe  two  powers,  vi%. 

1.  By  volcanoes  and  earthquakes  breaking 
the  upper  ftrata  of  the  globe,  and  throwing 
up   fome   parts   above    water;    and   then, 

2.  The  fea  gradually  throwing  up  materials, 

taken 
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taken  from  the  bottom  as  well  as  from  othet 
lides^  or  fhores,  againft  fuch  volcanic  pro- 
jedlions  as  points  or  centres  of  formation  or 
accumulation.  I  do  not  think  the  ftrata 
appear  too  much  broken  for  this  fuppofition, 
as  fome  obferve. 
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LETTER    XV. 

Sketches  of  the  Population^  Revenues^  and 
Force  of  the  Country. — Its  Conqueji  or 
Colonization^ — and  Women. 

THERE  are,  I  believe,  fome  accounts 
of  this  country  already  publiflied ;  but 
as  I  have  hardly  feen  any  of  them,  I  mull 
run  the  rifk  of  repeating  what  may  have 
been  written  before;  efpecially  in  defcend- 
ing  to  particulars,  in  which  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, profefs  to  dal  much. 

The  fitt  of  this  kingdom,  as  far  as  the 
I'oyal  authority  is  known  to  reach,  may  be 
eftimated  at  about  fifty  thoufand  fquare 
miles  (England  contains,  I  believe,  forty- 
nine  thoufand) ;  taking  its  length  to  the 
liver  Suz,  or  about  Teradaunt,  as  nearly  five 
hundred,  and  its  mean  breadth  about  one 
hundred. 

The 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  it  is  diflScult^ 
or  impoffible,  to  know  with  any  precifion} 
though  they  might  know  it  nearly  by  means 
of  fome  taxes,  and  the  Bafhaws.  But  as 
they  have  vefy  imperfedl  notion^  of  large 
numbers,  all  information,  where  thefe  are 
concerned,  muft  be  very  uncertain. 

At  Tetuan  and  Mequinez  we  found  fitua- 
tions  from  whence  we  could  count  the 
number  of  houfes,  pretty  nearly,  in  the  length 
and  breadth,  or  of  two  croffing  diameters. 
We  found  Tetuan  contain  about  1500 
houfes. 

I  People. 

If  r  o  perfons  per  houfe,         -  1 5,000 

Mequinez,  fomewhat  lefs,  but  when 

the  court  is  there,  may  be  fuppofed  1 5,000 
Fez,  nearly  two  of  Tetuan,  -  30,000 
Morocco,  more  than  Mequinez,  20,00a 
All  the  other  towns  by  information,  40,000 

Total  inhabitants  of  the  towns     1 20,000 

By  the  beft  accounts  of  the  moft  populous 
provinces,  and  comparing  them  with  the 
others,  we  cannot  make  the  whole  popula- 
tion 
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tion  of  this  kingdom  amount  to  much  above 
two  millibn* 

Of  his  r^enuevifec^n  likewife  only  make 
fome  oblique  itiquiries  and  gueffes,  through 
the  clouds  of  myftery  and  ignorance; 

The  duties  of  South  Ports,  laftyear, 

W2J.  of  Santa  Cruz,  Mogodore,  Hawldollars* 
and  Safee,  about  -         -     2d>OjOoo 

North  Potts,  nearly  the  fsime 
(though  much  incfeafed  lince 
open  to  Spain),         -         -      /  200^000 

Bafhaw    of   Duquela*s   country, 
'  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  brought  120,000X4, 
or  near  -  ^  -      560,000 


900,000 


By  the  addition  of  pfefefits,  confifca- 
tions,  robberies,  his  annual  revenue  may 
Ibmetimes  amount  .to  nearly  one  millioti 
hard  dollars,  or  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

,    V4>x.I,  H  But, 
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But,  excepting  the  Duquela  provinces^ 
the  reft  is,  I  believe,  uncertain.  He  there- 
fore wifhes  always  to  farm  his  ports ;-  but  I  ^ 
wonder  he  gets  any  body  to  take  them,  for 
it  is  obvious  he  means  after  all  to  fleece  the 
farmer. 

His  navy  now  confifts  of  about  twenty 
veflfels,  the  largeft  of  twenty  guns.  You 
might,  and  perhaps  fhould,  help  him  to 
double  that  force,  fmce  he  likes  it.  He  can- 
not hurt  you  much;  but  he  may  be  made  a 
proper  checque  on  your  enemies.  And  the 
efforts  to  be  a  naval  and  commerciaLpower, 
might  help  to  improve  his  country — if  iny 
thing  could ;  and  the  improvement  of  this 
part  of  the  world  is  certainly  for  your  goodr 

His  land-force  is  quite  uncertain.  Every 
man  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  foldier,  and  always 
ready  j  though  far  from  being  the  cafe.  In- 
deed every  man  here  feenis  as  fit  as  any 
other  for  any  or  ^very  thing;  each  ferves 
indifcriminatelj  as  horfe,  foot,  failor,  artil- 
lerift,  officer,  or  private.  As  officers,  he 
feems  to  appoint  and  reduce  them  from  mere 

caprice. 
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caprice,  and  not  by  any  fixed  mode,  or 
merirj  as  if  to  flicw  his  power,  and  jealoufly 
avoid  any  fixed  rule  of  condud.  Indeed, 
no  command  feems  to  give  its  poffeffor  any 
rank  or  permanent  authority.  All  are  ' 
equally  flaves  to  his  caprices. 

We  may  judge  of  his  force  ana  difcipline 
by  this  late  liege  of  Mafaghan.  He  could 
not,  after  all  his  efforts,  aflemble  above 
50,000  men,  taking  it  from  the  bed  rejports; 
but  all  reports  magnify  here*  They  came 
ftraggling  in  for  taany  days  during  the  firft 
of  the  fi^e ;  and  before  the  end  of  it,  two 
months  and  a  half,  they  were  reducd  to  one- 
fourth  or  one-fifth  of  their  greateft  number, 
all  dealing  away  when  tired.  Indeed  they 
cannot,  in  any  great  numj^env  ftay  long  in 
a  place,  the  country  and  methods  pf  provide 
ing  being  inadequate;  but  thi|  being  by  the 
f(^,  he  got  fupplied  for  his  money,  though 
with  fome  difficulty  and  great  expence. 
He  had  4 an  enemy  to  contend  with  who 
hardly  attempted  to  interrupt  any  of  his 
clumfy  operations  either  by  fea  or-land. 

Ha  Their 

2053GOB 
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Ttieir  wants  are  few,  ^nd  from  the  few 
irts  neceflary  to  fupply  thofe  wants  more 
hands  can  be  fpared  than  with  us.  Half  the 
able-bodied  might  perhaps  take  the  field  for 
a  little  time ;  whereas  with  us,  I  believe,  one- 
eighth  would  be  found  too  many  to  be 
fpared  from  the  arts  and  trades  that  are 
wanted  in  our  ftate  of  fociety :  but  in  theirs^ 
the  women,  the  aged,  and  the  children,  might 
nearly  do  the  neceflary  work  in  this  climate 
during  mort  part  of  the  year.  Such  a  ftate, 
like  fomc  of  the  ancient  republics,  if  it  could 
lie  wifely  governed  and  difciplined,  might 
have  great  advantages,  in  national  ftrength, 
over  more  polifhed  arid  luxurious  nations. 

It  *  is  a  great  pity  that  the  European 
powers  are  giving  up  or  lofing  the  places 
they  held  on  this  African  coaft,  mfte^cf  of 
gaining  more,  as  I  think  they  ought.  Thofe 
places  were  a  kind  of  military  fchools  Hi- 
ther'better  than  ftonej  they  produced  fome 
additional  motives  to  military  anit  national 
exertions ;  they  ferved  as  fome  afylum,  or 
hope  for  the  efcape  of  flaves  and  prifoners ; 
and  in  this  and  feveral  .other  ways  were  a 
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kind  of  check  on  thofe  barbamns.  The 
Pojtugucfe,  in  their  more  flourifliing  days, 
very  properly  coufidered  theitx  in  this  light, 
aod  as^a  footing  toward^  the  formation  of 
future  colonies  there;  in  which  it  is  to  be 
liQped  fotoe  European  nation  will  yet  again 
fucceed  as  well  as  the  Romans,  .   , 

It  ia,  perhaps,  ail  ihe  principles  of  the 
prefent  art  of  war,  that  ten  thoufeod  men^ 
trained. on  purpofe  under  a  good  generaf,* 
might  beat  as  many  a^  could  be  brought  into 
tbe  field  of  fueh  tfroQps  as  thefe,  provided 
they  hwi  firft.  fome  experience  in  this  kind 
€^  wa*;.. for  without  great  precautipn,  our 
inexperience  of  barbarous  armies  and 
methods  of  war  might  exipofe  us  ta  Jfomc 
dangers  at  firft,  and  to  misfortunes  that 
might  prove  decifive.  Though  our  fuperior 
fcience,  patience,  aiid  difcipline,  when  &il- 
ftilly  'employed,  ought  to  give  us  great 
advantages  over  fuch  a  rabble,  yet  the 
gqners^l  who  attacks  or  invades  any  of  thefe 
Barbary  ftaies  ought  to  be  very  much  on 
his:  guard  at  firft,  or  his  troops  may  be  fur- 
prii^d.  Aftonilhed  at  their  unufual  modes  of 
H  3  attack; 


102      LETTERS    FROM    BARBARY, 

attack;  at  the  great  agility  of  their  horfe  iq 
retreating)  breaking,  returning;  at  their 
horrid,  (hrieks  and  yells,  of  which  we  can 
have  no  idea,  as  our  lungs  are  incapable 
of^  fuch  exertions  from  want  t>f  habit,  we 
ihould  be  apt  to  give  way,  which  would 
be  decifive. 

No  modern  nation  has  yet  found  the 
fecret  of  making  cither  war  or  peace  with 
them  to  any  advantage  proportioned  to  the 
difference  of  faience  and  difcipline.  It  is 
amazing,  I  believe  even  to  themfelves,  to  fee 
the  nations  of  Europe,  with  all  their  fupe- 
riorities,  become  fo  fubmiffive  and  tributary 
to  them.  We  feem  to  keep  each  other  in 
countenance,  and  fhare  the  difgrace  amongft 

tlB. 

If  Ruffia  ever  fuoceeds  in  her  enterprifes, 
and  can  get  once  fairly  into  th^  Mediterra*^ 
nean,  fhe  may  fiiew  us  how  to  treat  thefe 
piratical  dates ;  for  fhe  has  the  only  troop$ 
fufiicieixtly  acquainted  with  fuch  enemies, 
and  fhe  will  probably  be  wife  enough  to  keep 
up  that  knowledge  by  frequent  wars.    Any 

other 
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other  power  who  may  have  occafion  to  attack 
them  would  perhaps  do  well  to  borrow  a  Ruf- 
fian general  and  fooie  other  of  their  officers. 

To  be  conquered  hj  a  civilized  and  ge- 
nerous nation  would  be  a  happy  event  for 
thefe  poor  Africans.  They  have  latterly 
been  iavedfrom  it — we  can  hardly  tell  how, 
or  why,  when  we  confider  the  enterprifing 
ipirit  of  modern  Europe.  It  has  probably 
been  ©wing  to  our  exhauftiqg  w^rs  with 
each  other,  and  to  thofe  apparently  greater 
objeds  of  the  Weftern  and  Eaftern  worlds, 
iji  fearch  of  gold.  Bijt  it  may  juftly  be 
(Joubtod,  if  thofe  objedks  be  greater?  Thefe 
northern  parts  of  Africa  are  capable  of  all 
forts  of  ufeful  produdions,  of  mope  value 
than  gold,  and  nearer  hoipe, 

It  is  not  improbable  that  Fraixce  may  be 
^PprcwjchUig  to  a  ft^te  of  population  and  en- 
terprifq  that  may  make  fuch  colonization  and 
conqueft  occur  and  become  ne?effary  to  her, 
or  at  leaft  to  join  in  fuch  a  fcheme,  if  it  fhould 
once  become  the  fafliion*  And  if  her  go- 
vernment can  ever  be  fteady  enough,  in  any 
H  4  fyftemj 
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fyftem ;  or  if  fhe  fliould  evier  rccrovcr  iiw 
conftitution,  which  fome  of  their  fpecUlatlve 
men  think  poffible,  and.  which  I  S6  not 
think  probable ;  fhe  would '  then  be  too 
powerful,  and  give  hw  to  Europe.  Egypt 
ought,  perhaps,  to  be  the  firft  country  in 
Africa  to  be  conquered  a^d-  colonifed  from 
Europe,  on  account  of  its  Angular  fituatibn. 
Surrounded  by  deferts,  it  would  be  eafily 
defended  agalnft  all  it$^  neighbours.  Wealthy, 
fcientific,  and  difciplitied  Nations,  art  'not 
in  thefe  days  to  be  conquered  by  crowds  of 
barbarians:  the  modern  expenfive  ftienees 
of  fbrtificatioh,  antt'^varln  gener!slF,**fbrm 
their  fecurity.  Then  the  reft  of  the  northern 
African  coaft  might  be  grJidually  fubdued 
and  civilized  by  fmaH-  colonies  arid^  gaod 
government.  But*  it  would  require  fbme  of 
our  Penns  and  Franklins  to  eftablifli,  or  im- 
prove upon  the  Ehglifh  conftitutfori  here: 
only  they  muft-he  warriors;-  thatwdWd  be 
indifpen  fable  in  this  fituation,  and  is  generally 
fo  in  every  great  dharadier.  Neither  the 
government  nOirchara<&er  of  the  French  will 
anfwer  for  colotiizalSon'.^  I  beKeve  the  le- 
giflator  for.  thefe.  cdUhtrles  fficiuld  be  borA 

m 
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in  EngliaLnd,  6r  in  En^ifh  America;  and  yet 
he  TtAiH  'like wife  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  EtircJpcah,  theAfiatic,  and  African  na- 
tions, of  which  his  fubje^s  wotild  here  con-* 
lift ;  and  he  muft  be  a  great  foldier— ignorant 
of  nothing;' ---Thefe'  and  other  requifites 
feem  to  meindifpenfaWe  in  the  eharaflkerof  at 
great  lawgiveiK,  and  muft  render  it  therareft 
thara^tcr  upon  earth;     •'■   '  '^ 

*  Portt^I,  in  the  times  of  her  fpirit,  wtP^' 
dom ,  and  'glory,  during  the  reigns  of  her  JoEris 
and  Emanuds,  attempted  coAqueft  and 
colonization  here  tooj  and  with  -great  fuc-i 
ceft",  confidering  the  times  and  ctrcumftances. 
By  a  little  Tn6re  Wildom,  fteadiiiefs,  aiad  dif- 
cqjiine  ?— ^with  lefs  jealoufy,  and  more  affift- 
^nce  from  Ferdinand  of  Aragdn,  fhe  might 
have  fixed- a  colcwiyii  tTiis  country.  Now, 
ft  is  perfitaps  only  to  be '  accom'pliftifed  by 
the  united 'force  of  different  ftates,  aa.it 
has  been  prevented  by  their  mutual  jea- 
k)ufics, 

♦  <         j 

Pefpettial  war  is  probably  the'  true  fpirit 

of  Mihomedifmf  and  whdn  they  ceafe  to  be 

6  con-" 
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conquerors,  they  kre  i^othingj^  their  govora-* 
pieiit  being  unfit  for  the  arts  of  peace^ 
It  is  only  war,  or  fome  fuch  powerful  mo-r 
tive  of  neceffity,  that  can  induce  them  to 
move  with  any  order  or  exertion.  So  that, 
whenever  the  European  nations  can  i^re^e 
about  the  meafures  and  confequences,  they 
may  prpbably  dp  what  they  pleafe  with 
both  the  European  and  Afric^u;!  Mufiul-s- 
mans.  Perhaps  it  may  be  brought  about 
t^ithoi(t  France,  or  at  lead  without  her  tak* 
ing  the  lead  in  thofe  conqueils.  When 
Auftria  and  Ruilia  can  agree,  and  can 
fatisfy  f  ranee  aijd  Pruffia,  and  get  fairly 
tp  the  Mediterranean,  then  Greece,  and 
pthers,  both  new  and  old  countries,  may 
^ourifli,  thofe  feas  may  r^ain  their  for« 
mer  importance,  and  thefe  fertile  African 
coafts  become  again  th^  granaries  pf  the 
world.  There  is  no  appa^'ent  revolution 
arifing  in  the  horizon  of  future  probability, 
of  mor?  importance  to  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  to  the  improvement  of  mankind, 
in  that  of  their  commerce,  population,  arts, 
and  induftry.  The  pradicability  and  utility 
of  fuch  meafures  may  be  perceived  from  the 

hiftory 
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ktftery  of  Carthage,  of  Rome,  and  ^Portugal, 
Thcfe  countries  have  always  received  co-» 
lonies,  and  have  been  improved  by  them ; 
it  is  of  confequenc?^  that  they  fhould  come 
from  the  moil  improved  nations.  Maho- 
medan  conqueft  from  Afia  having  fpread 
itfeif  along  this  fine  African  coaft,  and  its 
being  left  there  fo  long  to  degenerate,  ahd 
then  to  infeft  and  plague  the  reft  of  the 
world,  is' a  great  fliame  to  poliflied  Europe, 
But  fhe  muft  probably,  in  time,  recover  and 
aflert  her  natural  fuperiority  here  too,  as  the 
Mahomedan  power  of  itfeif  declines.  If  we 
had  been  better  and  more  liberal  politicians, 
we  might  have  h^ftened  thofe  events,  by 
giving  Minorca  to  Ruflia,  and  thereby, 
perhaps,  more  eflfeftuaily  fecuring  to  our- 
felves  a  fhare  of  the  beneficial  confequences. 

When  governments  {hall  have  learned  to 
SiQ,  on  great  and  liberal  principles,  and  fhall 
have  taught  mankind  to  tolerate  and  enrich 
each  othex,  Mahbmedans  may  make  better 
fubjeds  when  fubordinate  than  when  in 
powejf*  I  Tliof?  who  were  left  in  Spain  and , 

Portugal 
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Portugal  vrercy.  and  woiild  probably  have 
continued,  very*  good  fubje(3»^  if  tfaofe  g<i- 
veraments  had  known  how  to  ti^eat  them.' 
Here  the  natives,  the  people  m  general^ 
might  be  brought  to  join  againft  their  pre. 
fentrulew/notwithftandinig  their  religioQ« 

Th«rep(»li>tid£j[  peculations^  I  think  of  ini« 
portaike/'^ftd  you  muft  have  them  as  they 
ofeGur.  This  ftate  ofbarbarifm  (as  we  may 
affe£fe  to  ftylQ^it),  and.  their  wilful  ignorance 
of  our  arts  and  fancied  improvements^  may 
not  be  fo  improper,  for  poor  and  moun- 
tainous countries,  in  fome  parts  of  the 
world;  but  it  is  furely  a  pity,  that  iuch  richr 
and  improveable  plains^  fo  .near,  to  us, 
fliould  remain  in  a  condition)  f(>-depopulated, 
and  in  fuch  poor  cultivation,  loft,  as.  it  were,, 
to  mankind.  The  Romans  thought  fo  of 
thefe  countries,  and  a£bcd  from  that  pa:incip}e. 

You  know  the  women  are  jealously 
guarded,  and  are  feldom  feen  here,  except 
fome^of  the  loweft,  the  domeftic,  and  aged; 
but  all  of  them  are  then  covered  •up  to 

the 
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k     the  eyes  with  woollen,  and  oVer  the  face 
fff      fome  dirty  rug   marked   and  fuUied   wijtli 
tic      the  breath,  and  only  the  eyes, to  be  feea 
e:      in   ghaftly-ftare.     They  are  generally  in- 
clined to  be  .£it  and  fhort,  and  have  an 
odd,  and  to  us  a  moft  ungraceful,  appear- 
ance ;  ■  round,    fliapelefs  woollen  bundles^ 
moving  along*;  certainly  neither  very  clean- 
i       ly  nor  defirable,  at  leaft  according^  to  our 
tafte.  ^ 

Where  women  are  thus  confidered  only 
as  domeftic  Haves,  and  marriage  as  a  kind 
of  purchafe,  they  can  have  no  weight  or  in- 
fluence in  fociety,  which  therefore,can  hardly 
be  poliflied  or  improved.  By  this  exclufion 
of  the  fex,  there  will  not  remain  fuffieient 
motives,  means,  nor  ufes  for  introducing 
the  agreeable  arts ;  and  we  know  that  the 
agreeable  and  the  ufeful  arts  are  mutually 
conne&ed  and  muft  aflifl  and  produce  each 
other. 

Nations  halt  or  flop  at  different  ftages  of 
civilization.     In  the  £ail,  fociety  has  been 

flopped 
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ftopped  and  fixed  always  at  too  early  a  uage 
of  its  progrefs,  viz.  during  the  periods 
while  \vomen  were  yet  confidered  as  a  kind 
of  private  property,  or  plunder :  and  fo  it 
threatens  long  to  remain  over  ^  great  part 
of  the  earth — ^an  eternal  difgrace  to  human 
naturCi 
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Of  the  rude  and  civilised  State. — OfEduca^ 
tion. — Comparative  Remarks. 

SEVERAL  other  things  would  be  ne- 
ceflary,  fo  as  to  make  the  moft  of  a 
journey  into  this  country,  and  render  it 
fomewhat  more  agreeable  both  to  you  and 
me :  fuch  as  being  better  provided  for  tra- 
veling and  encamping;  a  friend  or  two 
for  converfation,  and  to  promote  refledion, 
with  the  habits  and  leifure  for  writing;  a 
longer  refidence  to  examine  the  different 
parts,  if  worth  the  time  and  trouble,  of 
which,  at  times,  I  have  my  doubts.  How- 
ever, fuch  countries^  might  produce, as  many 
new  and  original  obfervations  as  the  njore 
refined  a^d  improved  nations,  though  thefe 
furnifli  but  melancholy  pidlures  of  hunjani 
nature. 

If  fuch  was  the  fimplicity  and  happi*- 
nefe  of  the  Golden  Age,  dh  ce  ne  Itberi': 

though 
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though  our  difapprobation  or  difguft 
may  be  little  more  than  a  confeflion  that 
their  vices  and  errors  are  different  from 
ours,  and  that  the  inhabitant  of  polifhed 
£urope,  with  his  prefent  numerous  wants, 
muft  (hudder  at  the  idea  of  returning  to  the 
naked  and  forlorn  ftate  of  barbarian  fociety* 
But  in  this,  they  may  probably  be  even 
with  us;  and  and  on  each  fide  of  thofe 
ftraits,  the  mutual  diflikc  and  contempt  may 
be  equally  ftrong.  But  it  is  not  fo  much 
the  want  of  luxuries,  as  of  virtue  and  free- 
dom, which  always  grow  up  together,  that 
would  here  difguft  the  liberal  mind.*  Whirre 
no  man  is  looked  upon,  nor  expeded  to  be 
honeft,  friendly,  or  generous,  it  is  in  vain 
to  look  for  fuch  virtues.  Thofe  cannot  fo 
eafily  be  produced,  even  by  the  beft  inftitu- 
tions,  and  cannot  be  e\'pe<3:ed  to  arife  fpon- 
taneoufly  without  culture  or  encouragement, 
and  ftill  lefs  where  there  is  neitlucr  ufe, 
motive,  nor  demand  for  them. 

When  we  look  to  Europe,  and  confidcr 
jypur  fuperior  motives  and  opportunities  to 
virtue,  .adivity,  and  knowledge^  we  fhould 
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expe<a  your  people  to  be  better  and  wifer, 
and  farther  before  thefe,  than  they  really 
are.  More  vices  and  errors  feem  to  grow 
up  with  fcience  and  civilization,  than  have 
yet  been  well  accounted  for. 

In  Europe,  the  wifeft  among  you  feem 
to  look  up  to  laws  more  than  to  the  form  of 
your  government  or  legiflatures,  for  every 
thing,  and  confider  the  impartial  execution 
of  thofe  laws,  as  the  moft  perfect  ftate  of 
freedom  and  happinefs.  It  may  be  fo  with 
your  prefent  moral  powers  and  charafter. 
But  laws  alone  feem  infuflScient  to  make 
men  what  they  ought  to  be,  unlefs  they 
tend  more  efFedtually  than  yours  to  improve 
your  maimers,  morals,  and  education — your 
good  difcipline,  habits,  and  induftry.  But  fome 
of  your  rulers,  and  over-wife  men,  think  that 
the  people  ought  to  be  kept  in  ignorance 
and  poverty,  in  order  to  make  them  work. 
If  your  governments  and  ftate  of  fociety 
cannot  add  fome  other  better  motives  or 
means  to  produce  labour  and  virtue,  it  is  a 
confeflion  of  great  debility  or  ineptitude,  or 
worfe.     I  muft  ever  think  thofe  principles 

VoL.L  I  and 
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and  opinions  to  be  wrong  and  erroneous, 
proceeding  from  the  fearful  indolence  and 
ignorance  of  tyranny.  In  the  moft  in- 
duftrious,'  and  hence  the  moft  happy  cotm- 
tries  that  I  have  feen,  the  people  were  the 
fartheft  removed  from  ignorance  and  po- 
verty. I  fhould  beware  of  giving  men  of 
fach  opinions  much  influence  in  any  fyftem 
of  education,  legiflation,  or  police,  if  I  did 
not  know  the  fmall  efFedls  our  fpeculadve 
and  doubtful  opinions  have  on  our  conduft, 
except  a  few  of  the  honeft  Quixots  or  en- 
thufiafts,  charadiers  likewife  very  neceflkry 
in  fociety. 

I  fliould  be  for  your  beftowing  more 
honour  and  refpe£t  on  thofe  who  educate 
your  children ;  and  fhould  endeavour  to 
throw  that  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  genius, 
— pf  n^en  of  ihe  firft-rate  character  and  abi- 
lities, who  would  prefer  the  pleaAire  of 
forming  real  and  ufeful  men,  according  to 
truth  and  nature,  to  the  unnatural  toil  of 
marring  or  modelling  them  into  particular 
fedts  of  fpoilt  or  artificial  beings. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  gipnkifli  fraternities  called  univer- 
'  jGitieS)  are  loo  ancient  in  their  iriftitution, 
modeS)  and  methods.  No  human  eftabliflx- 
mjeni  can  laft  fo  Idng  without  more  frequent 
Ticfcarms^  and  even  total  renovations.  Though 
jhey  have  been  forced  to  follow,  in  fome 
degrjee,  the  changes  of  times,  the  old  levcn 
ftill  too  plainly  appears.  Originally  efta- 
blifiied  foldy  fcr  educating  churchmen, 
diey  feem  now  as  if  intended  to  render 
learning  of  difficult,  inftead  of  eafy  acquifi- 
tion,  and  to  keep  ufeful  knowledge  out  of 
li^L  But  I  think  they  will  be  forced  to 
improvje  ftill  farther,  both  in  matter  and 
inelliod ;  and  the  neceffity  of  a  more  manly 
,and  direct  education,  muft  in  time'appear, 
.-r^one  of  more  general  and  more  ufeful 
knowledge,  habits,  and  abilities. 

Here,  there  is  no  hope  of  amelioration  of 
any  kind.  They  are  paft  all  the  periods  of 
improvement :  to  become  ftationary,  is  the 
utmoft  that  can  be  exp^dted  of  them.  No 
traces  of  their  former  learning  appear.  Of 
the  library  at  Fez^  we  cafl  learn  nothing, 
but  that  no  (uch  thing  exifts  now  there: 
I  2  and 


.' 


ii6       LETTERS    FROM    BARBARY. 

and  even  the  emperor  himfelf  feems  jealous 
of  letting  us  enquire  farther.  Yet  we  may 
fee  that  thefe  people  are  naturally  ftudious, 
and  rather  grave  and  perfeveringj  fo  that 
they  might  perhaps  be  made  to  learn  again, 
if  they  had  fufKcient  encouragement  by 
good  government,  liberty,  and  fecurity. 
In  the  fea-ports,  we  have  feen  them  play 
chefs,  but  not  in  the  inland  parts;  they  are 
there  probably  too  miferable  even  for  that 
degree  of  eafe,  or  defcanfo. 

You  fee  I  am  ftill  interefted  about  you 
Europeans,  though  I  had  begun  to  feel  as  if 
almoft  an  African  myfelf.  But  many  things 
now  confpire  to  turn  the  mihd,  like  the 
needle,  perpetually  to  the  north;  and  we 
look  towards  home  with  a  longing  eye,  ifi 
fome  compound  ratio  of  the  diftance  and 
time  of  abfence.  It  is  interefting  to  obferve 
the  efFeds  of  approaching  home  on  fome  of 
our  party,  who  have  been  many  years  abfent 
in  flavery,-  poverty,  and  diftrefs. 

Hardly  any  thing  in  this  country  can  now 
fix  our  attention.     I  fuppofe  we  muft  now 
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firft  get  to  that  fide,  before  we  can  attend 
to  this.  In  the  mind's  eye,  we  fee  fair 
Europe  all  green  and  beautiful,  and  this  all 
black  and  brown :  the  one  advancijig, 
and  the  other  (landing  ftill,  to  be  left  ftill 
farther  out  of  fight.  Hope  and  imagina^ 
tion  go  on  to  gild  the  diftant  and  future . 
profpedt  of  your  improvements,  andean  fee 
in  your  increafing  motives  to  adivity  and 
refearch,  the  treafuring  up  a  ftock  of  ufeful 
knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity  and 
of  mankind  J  while  thefe  naked  and  forlorn 
regions  are  long  likely  to  remain  the  fame; 
and  each  generation  of  men,  like  thofe  of 
other  animals,  go  on  like  the  laft,  without 
an  idea  of  change  or  improvement  in  the 
fpecies  or  individual,  or  in  any  of  the  ufeful 
pr  agreeable  arts  of  life. 

Such  are  my  romantic  dreams  among 
the  now  naked  fkirts  of  Atlas,  where  once 
fl'ouriflied  a  populous  and  cultivated  Roman 
colony.  They  ferve  to  amufe  in  this  now 
worfe  than  folitude. 
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LETTER    XVII. 
A  political  Reverie. 

AS  I  do  not  at  prefent  intend  to  trouhle 
yon  much  ihore  about  bufinefs  or 
travels  from  hence,  I  fend  you  another  of 
my  litraking  dreams  or  reveries,  fuggeftccf 
by  our  prefent  fituation  among  thefe  poor 
Barbarians. 

You  know  I  have  formerly  imaginedj| 
with  others,  that  we  might  improve  thefe 
piopk.  Indulging  in  that  idea,  I  have 
fuppofed  myfelf  a  leader  of  a  rude  nation, 
formed  of  the  Jhepberds  of  fome  plains,  no, 
matter  where,  and  the  hunters  of  neigh- 
bouring mountains ;  fancying  that  fome 
advantages  tnight  be  made  to  accrue  from 
mixing  thofe  two  diffferent  ftages  of  fociety, 
by  retaining  fome  of  the  beft  parts  of  each, 
in  order  to  carry  them  on  to  the  next  ftage 
of  cultivators. 

I  had 
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I  had  at  length  prevailed  on  them  to  re- 
main attached  for  fome  time  to  a  fine  coun- 
try, confifting  of  plains,  rivers,  mountains, 
and  to  confider  it'as  their  home  during  the 
beft  -parts  of  the  year,  though  they  could 
hot  all  at  other  fekfons  entirely  give  up 
their  habitual  occupations  of  hunting,  and 
fdmetimes  going  to  vvrar  with  their  neigh- 
bours. I  had  got  them  to  attempt,  with 
fdme  fucceft,  the  raifmg  of  corn  ^nd  pulfe, 
with  the  management  and  faving  of  forae 
grafs,  and  other  indigenous  plants,  for 
themfelves  and  their  cattle;  and  had  gra- 
dually brought  them  to  fee  the  ufes  of  fome 
fences  and  divifions' of  the  land;  and  then, 
by  degrees,  to  feel  the  advantages  of  having 
houfes,  and  little  gardens  for  raiung  more 
food  for  themfelves:  and  from  thofe  firft 
rude  ideas  of  fixed  property,  we  were 
going  on  forming*  fixed  villages,  and  had 
marked  oiit  fome  diftrids  of  land  to  each. 

I  appointed  a  certain  number  of  the  moft 

intelligent  and  leading  men  to  meet  me, 

having  long  meditated,  and  prepared  them 

fpr,  a  free  and  confidential  conference.    The 
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following  were  the  heads  or  meaning  of 
fome  things  I  endeavoured  to  explain  to 
them: 

"  Friends  and  companions^ 
*  **  After  all  our  various  fuccefles  and  la-« 
hours  in  war  and  in  peace,  and  our  confiden- 
tial converfations,  you  are  now,  I  believe,, 
ftill  more  confirmed  in  the  truth  of  what  I 
have  generally  foretold,  and  of  my  real  in- 
tentions for  the  general  good;  you  have 
therefore  fubmitted  to  my  command  and 
advice,  as  well  as  from  an  opinion  of  my 
fuperior  Ikill  and  conduct ;  I  wifh  now  to 
confirm  you  ftill  farther  in  your  late  wife 
refolutions  to  improve,  fhewing  you  an 
evident  increafe  of  your  happinefs  with  that 
of  your  induftry;  for  thefe  always  go  to-r 
gether.  Some  of  you  are  now  accuftomed 
to  confider  thofe  great  objects  of  pbpula-r 
tion,  difcipline,  form  of  government,  na- 
tional greatnefs,  which  likewife  depend 
on  each  other.  Let  us  keep  thofe  objeds 
in  view,  and  go  ftraight  forward,  guided  by 
the  maxims  we  have  fo  often  coqfidered. 
Moft  of  all  depends  on  your  form  of  gor 

vernm^nt 
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yeroment  or  coaftitution,  which  we  muft 
go  on  gradually  to  improve ;  dividing  the 
bufinefs  and  authority,  for  which  the^  people 
have  been  accuftomed  to  look  only  to  me, 
yet  more  dift^ndtly  and  methodically  among 
you  all,  while  I  retain  only  thofe  parts  that 
are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  union,  for  ex- 
pedition, force,  and  in  fhort  for  the  good 
of  the  whole^ 

^^  We  have,  you  fee,  at  length  fucceeded 
in  perfuading  many  of  our  people  to  culti- 
vate the  earth ;  and  they  already  perceive  it 
may  be  made  to  produce  much  more  for 
food  and  clothing  than  their  praftice  of 
hunting,  or  of  negligently  attending  their 
poor  and  wandering  flocks.  You  begin  to 
lee  fome  of  the  precautions  neceflary  to  our 
fuccefs  in  this  fettled  way  of  life.  Our 
keeneft  hunters  have  now  their  feafons  of 
labour,  which  were  formerly  thofe  of  idle- 
nefs;  their  flocks  multiply,  and  all  .fubfift 
through  the  different  feafons. 

"  In  the  few  nations  you  know,  and  in 
others  whofe  hifto^T  JOM  will  now  learn, 

yoii 
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muft  be  diftind:  offices.  Various  difficulties 
r  will  here  doubtlefs  arife,  which  you  muft  wait 
to  determine  by  patience  an^  experience; 
but  if  we  can  keep  the  chief  objects  con- 
ftantly  In  view,  go  diredly  to  them^  and 
not  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  embarra0ed  by 
need|efs  diftindlions  and  refinements,  we 
{hall  make  a  greater  progrefs,  and  avoid 
many  errors,  troubles,  and  difficulties,  into . 
which  other  nations  have  fallen.  You 
know  one  another,  and  will  readily  enough 
fix  on  the  fitteft  perfons  for  each  office^ 
when  once  we  have  affigned  and  diftin- 
guifhed  the  duties  of  each^ 

The  method  of  one  or  two  perfons  re-* 
prefenting  a  whole  diftrift  annually  in  our 
legiflature,  you  will  find  to  be  convenient, 
full  of  beneficial  confequences,  and  a  fourcc 
of  great  improvements.  Whether  all  fhould 
have  a  voice  in  chufing  thofe  reprefentatives 
according  to  their  property,  or  each  have 
one  vote,  and  then  property  give  addi-^ 
tiona,^  votes,  you  will  determine  by  experi- 
ment, leaving  this  and  every  fubjeft  open 
to  improvement,      It  is  doubtlefs  juft  to 

CQufult 
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cCnfult  all  iti  what  concerns  all ;  but  as  that 
will  become  daily  more  impradlicable,  it 
will  be  nearly  the  fame  in  all,  and  even  better 
in  fome,  cafes,  by  means  of  reprefentation, 
which  is  one  of  the  happieft  discoveries  that 
ever  was  adopted,  but  which  is  not  yet  well 
underftood  anywhere.  By  this,  and  every 
other  means,  we  muft  keep  up  the  lower  and 
induftrious  clafTes  of  the  people  in  all  their 
due  weight  and  importance  in  the  ftate ;  for 
they  are  always  too  apt  to  let  themfelves  fall 
into  dependance,  and  therice  into  negleO:, 
contempt,  and  oppreffion;  and  then  tliey 
have  recourfe  to  violence  and  deftruftion,  ih 
order  to  redrefs  themfelves — but  they  know 
not  how.  They  cannot  take  their  own 
part,  as  they  form  a  body  which  cannot 
move  without  doing  mifchief.  They  muft 
a<3:  only  by  their  reprefentatives. 

"  If  this  degree  of  order  and  regularity 
can  once  be  accompliflied,  the  nation  may 
then  go  on  in  a  continual  progrefs,  and 
each'  generation  improve  upon  the  expe- 
rience of  the  former}  though  they  muft 
•'  never 


tzS      LETTERS   FROM   BARBA^Y* 

never  expeft  to  arrive  at  perfedion.  A 
nation  is  a  ftrong  and  coarie  machine^ 
and  rauft  not  be  too  nice,  nor  embajrrafe 
itfelf  with  too  many  laws  and  regula- 
tions to  remedy  little  evils  which  are  in^ 
herent  in  human  nature.  For  example: 
after  the  experience  of  ages,  the  wifeft  men 
of  the  i^ifefl  Q^ions  could  not  pi:obably 
compofe  your  le^iflature  fo  that  the  intereft 
of  all  iliould  always  he  corflidered,  or  where 
that  of  forae  individuals  or  fets  of  people 
may  not  fometimes  prevail  beyond  fheir 
due  fharc.  Such  evils  ^  thefe,  and  mai;iy 
ethers,  muft  he  remedied  as  they  ariXe* 
Though  the  intereft  pf  the  whole,  and  of 
each  individual,  is  always  tg  be  comparative- 
ly confidered  and  eftimatedj  though  public 
meafure?  and  neceflary  improvements  will 
gradually  require  more  thougl^r,  kppwledge, 
and  regulation;  yet  you  muft  carefully  avoid 
making  your  laws  and  government  too 
complicated,  but  preferve  ^he  whole  in  tjkiat 
funple  ?md  plain  ftate  fo  ^s  to  be  eafily  i^- 
iderftoad  by  all.  Simplicity  i$  not  to  be  £acri- 
£ced  to  trifling  at^endiftents*     A  ^heel  top 

much 
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much  will  fpoil  any  machine.  While  you 
make  few  Uws,  and  truft  each  other,  you 
will  exercife  aaid  ftrpngthen  the  beft  parts 
of  your  nature,  a  dertain  confidence  and  be* 
nevolence;  and  you  will  at  lieaft  he  longer 
in  becoming  unworthy  of  that  truft.  By 
numerous  laws  and  precautions  to  protcjQ: 
sas  againft  our  brethren,  we  nourifli  the 
(fiG&i  and  malevoj^nt  difporitions,  which  are 
too  apt  to  grow  up  as  arts  and  fbciety  ad-* 
vajuce* 

"  It  requires  fome  £kill  and  refledion  to 
hit  the  right  medium  'in  the  legiXlative  in^* 
ftitutions  a,nd  executive  government,  fo  that 
the  Uft  t»^y  not  be  too  flow,  nor  the  former 
too  quick}  neither  over-cautious  or  liti- 
gious, on  the  one  hand ;  nor  too  variable, 
cs^^ricious,  or  precipitate,  on  the  other : — 
though  the  firft  is  probably  the  fafcft  of  the 
twp  extremes.  The  form  we  are  about  tp 
^^bliflx  will,  I  think,  nearly  anfwer  thefc 
conditions. 

r 

"  I  have  often  explained  to  you  the  nu-^ 

m^ous  advantages  of  committing  the  exe- 

8  cution 
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cution  of  your  laws  and  regulations  to  one 
perfon  only, — a  chief,  fupportcd  by  the  will 
or  force  of  the  whole,  with  full  powers  for 
the  ready  execution  of  every  law;  but  in 
the  manner  likewife  prefcribed  by  the  legis- 
lature, and  under  control  fufficient  to  pre- 
vent his  going  beyond  them.  Though 
that  degree  of  control  may  not  always  be 
fo  eaiily  found  as  imagined,  for  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  give  power  enough  to  do  good,  and 
yet  prevent  that  power  from  doing  harm 
fometimes;  you  will  be  fhewn  th&  methods 
hitherto  pra£tifed  for  that  purpofe,  upon 
which  you  may  improve. 

"  Your  laws  of  fucceffion  and  inheritance, 
and  of  transferring  property,  muft  be  well 
confidered,  and.  carefully  preferved  fronnt 
becoming  intricate-and  complicated,  to  which 
they  will  be  fubjeft  as  you  improve.  In 
moft  cafes  of  doubt  of  difpute,  an  arbitra- 
tion of  neighbours  properly  chofen,  will  at 
once  ferve  to  fettle  the  cafe,  and  fliew  you 
the  beft  way  of  forming  fuch  bodies  to 
judge  of  your  differences  and  offences,  to 
improve  your  police,  arts,  regulations,  ?9V. 

"  It 
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**  It  is  of  great  importance  to  fix  in 
time  the  mode  of  fucceffion  and  inherit- 
ance, and  efpecially  the  fucceffion  of  your 
chiefs.  The  plaineft  and  eafieft,  you  will 
probably  find  to  be  that  by  birth  and 
primogeniture ;  and  you  will  have  an 
equal  chance  of  getting  as  good  chiefs  in 
this  way. as  in  any  other,  efpecially  if  you 
take  proper  precautions  in  their  education 
when  young,  and  have  their  duties  marked 
out  by  fixed  laws  and  forms  when  in  years, 
and  in  office. 

*'  How  much  of  your  property  muft  be 
taken  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  for  the  good 
of  the  whole,  you  will  be  able  in  time  to 
difcover.  It  will  vary  with  your  fituation, 
charadler,  and  improvements  :  hence  avoid 
granting  too  much,  or  for. too  long  a  time. 
The  honeft  and  vigilant  adminiftration  or 
expenditure  of  the  public  n^oney,  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  moft  difficult  talks  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  hence  highly  meritorious :  render 
it  not  more  difficult  by  the  want  of  order; 
diminifh  the  temptations  and  opportunities 
to  fraud,  by  controls  and  rotation. 

Vol.  I.  K  "You 
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"  You  muft  travel,  and  learn  from  other 
nations,  taking  advantage  of  their  fuperiot 
knowledge  and  experience.  With  fom'e  of 
thofc  you  will  do  well  to  keep  up  a  con- 
ftant  communication  and  friendfliip,  but 
without  catching  their  follies  and  vices. 
You  may  learn  as  much  by  their  errors,  as 
by  imitating  their  wifer  inftitutions ;  but 
you  may  learn  fome  ufeful  arts,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  more  plants  of  utility,  the  ufe  of 
more  tame  animals,  and  of  fome  other  me- 
tals beiidcs  your  iron  and  copper.  From 
tlie  nations  whence  thefe  come,  you  may 
get  others,  and  may  learn  other  ufe- 
ful arts;  but  you  muft  imitate  them  with 
great  caution  in  their  complicated  fyftems 
of  laws,  politics,  learning,  religion ;  in  their 
notions  of  good  and  evil,  of  virtues  and 
vices.  From  their  numerous,  perplexing, 
and  idle  books  on  thefe  fubje£ts,  your  wife 
men  may  be  able  to  fele£t  fome  few  good 
things  ;  from  a  hundred  volumes  may  per* 
haps  be  extraded  one  or  two  fit  for  you. 

"  You  will  probably  find  that  thofe  wife 

and    poliihed    nations    in    Europe    have 

8  gone 
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gone  the  ofteneft  and  fartheft  wrong  in  the 
things  that  concern  them  moft,  as  in  their 
religious,  and  in  much  of  their  civil  policy; 
and  in  their  ideas  and  regulations  concern- 
ing women,  and  the  connedion  of  the 
fexes, 

**  In  the  firft,  they  have  too  frequently 
permitted  the  fearful  and  fuperftitious  dif- 
pofition  of  man  to  tarry  him  too  far,  often 
into  habits  in  which  he  loft  the  original 
feelings  and  fentiments  of  nature  and  of 
fociety,  without  gaining  any  new  ones  of 
fufEcient,  or  of  any  bepeficial  influence  on 
his'condud.  Fear,  a  conftant  fenfe  of  dan- 
ger, and  of  the  utility  of  mutual  afliftance, 
having  been  obferved  as  the  m6ft  powerful 
motives  to  union, '  thofe  fears  have  been 
artificially  kept  alive  aftA:  the  dangers  or 
original  reafons  for  them  ceafed  to  exiftj  fo 
that  by  fear  and  ignorance  men  were 
eafily  made  and  continued  fuperftitious, 
and  thereby  more  readily  frightened  out  of 
their  money,  and  into  fubjedion  to  other 
defigning  men.  >  But  this  would  have  been 
no  great  *evil,  if  the  people  had  been  left  to 
K  2  their 
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their  choice  in  th^e  kinds  and  degrees  of 
fuperftition ;  but  when  government  came 
to  be  fo  ill  advifed  as  to  take  a  part  in  their 
quarrels,  and  to  efpoufe  and  proted  a  par- 
ticular fed,  and  to  force 'and  bribe  people 
into  it,  then  all  liberty  of  opinion  was  loft, 
equity  and  juftice  were  injured,  and 
people  thenceforward  hated  and  perfecuted 
each  otlier  for  mere  difference  of  opinion, 
or  for  being  born  in  a  different  country, 

"  In  our  cafe,  though  we  cannot  at  once 
relax  all  the  original  bonds  of  union  and 
good  behaviour,  we  may  furely  fet  them 
free  from /ome  of  the  moft  oppreffive  fuper- 
ftitious  fears,  if  not  too  late;  and  keep  it 
in  view  gradually  to  fet  them  free  from 
others,  as  vvre  can  apply  to  other  principles 
in  the  mind,  of  a  more  pleafant  and  more 
ufeful  nature.  The  temporary  regularity 
of  a  timid  fubordination,  is  too  trifling  an 
advantage,  if  it  is  one ;  and  after  a  certain 
period  is  unneceffary,  and  perhaps  injurious 
to  human  nature.  This  ftiperftitious  dif- 
pofition,  you  already  fee,  may  be  fo  in- 
dulged and  increafed,  as  to  create  imaginary 

dangers 
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dangers  and  invifible  powers  without  end. 
Let  us  rather  try  to  flop  or  mitigate  it,  if 
not  gone  too  far.  Let  us  venture  by  de- 
grees to  teach  them  nearly  %e  naked  truth, 
and  gradually  banifli  every  fuperftitious 
practice,  and  retain  only  the  worfliip  of  the 
One  greaty  but  unknown^  Spirit.  I  have 
formerly  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  this  fuperftitious  difpofition,  perhaps 
oftener  than  neceffary,  from  want  of  op- 
portunities, and  perhaps  of  abilities,  to  find, 
better  motives.  Let  us  make  amends  by 
banifliing  thofe  feliifti  fears  for  better  and 
more  benevolent  fentiments;  for  the  feeds 
of  both  are  in  us,  and  either  may  be  culti-^ 
vatedt 

^^  As  to  the  intentions  of  the  Great  Spirit 
concerning  ourfelves  and  this  univerfe,  you 
will  be  able  to  learn  nothing  from  the 
poliflied  Europeans  or  Afiatics,  that  you 
can  underftand.  Permit  men  individually 
to  form  what  opinions  they  pleafe  concern- 
ing thefe,  and  all  things.  The  only  care  of 
government  is,  to  fee  that  they  tolerate,  and 
do  not  torment  nor  injure  each  other  about 
.  K  3  opinions. 
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opinions.  You  muft  therefore  beware  of 
their  forming  religious  and  other  permanent 
communities  on  partial  or  felfifli  principles, 
inimical  to  others  or  to  the  whole,  and  be- 
coming then  too  powerful  to  be  controlled. 
The  moft  natural  fmaller  communities,  of 
which  the  great  one,  the  nation,  confifts,  arc 
thofe  of  families ;  ana  you  will  be  cautious 
of  the  too  great  pre-eminence  even  of  any 
of  thofe,  and  ftill  more,  of  admitting  of 
other  more  powerful  afibciations  without 
proper  regulations. 

"  Of  the  policy^  internal  and  external, 
of  the  different  European  nations,  of  which 
we  have  fo  often  talked,  you  will  be  able  to 
learn  fome  things.  Your  wife  men  will 
colledk  fuch  parts  as  are  applicable  to  you, 
from  thofe  nations  that  have  preferved  fome 
of  their  natural  liberties,  and  who  endea- 
vour to  obey  only  the  laws,  and  thofe  of 
their  own  making:  though  none  of  them 
have  been  able  to  accomplifh  or  execute 
that  plan.  You  will  find  that  their  laws 
are  becoming  too  numerous  and  compli- 
cated, and  without  attaining  the  objedt;  in- 
confident) 
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confiftent,  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  in- 
tended, and  moft  of  them  unfit  for  you. 
However,  you  will  fee  where  they  have 
failed,  from  which  you  may  learn  much, 
as  well  as  from  their  leffer  laws  of  policy 
and  regulation  in  towns  and  country. 

Nattions,  and  all  feparate  bodies  of  men, 
are  apt  to  be  unjuft  and  cruel  to  each  other. 
Try  to  preferve  yourfelves  from  this,  as  far 
as  practicable,  even  in  fpite  of  the  injuftice 
and  provocation  of  your  neighbouring  na- 
tions: mixing  much  with  them  by  inar- 
riage  and  commerce,  you  may  then  con- 
tribute to  reform  the  world,  and  incline 
them  all  to  juftice  and  to  peace ;  but  by 
being  always  prepared  for  war — I  fear  it  is, 
at  times,  unavoidable 

**  Perhaps  your  moft  powerful  enemy  is 
your  own  climate,---'too  good,  too  tem- 
perate, and  furnifhing  too  few  difficulties  to 
ftruggle  with.  The  hardy  inhabitants  of 
the  colder  regions  have  generally  fubdued 
thofe  of  the  farmer  and  more  fruitful. 
You  muft  therefore  diligently  keep  up  and 
K  4  improve 
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improve  your  warlike  arts  and  exercifes^ 
though  you  fhould  never  go  to  war.  Much 
may  be  done  in  this,  by  making^a  proper 
ufe  of  your  mountains  and  mountaineers, 
carefully  keeping  them  united — making 
but  one  people  with  the  reft  in  govern- 
ment, by  intermarriages — employing  them 
in  your  fervice — fending  the  children  of  the 
plains  to  be  brought  up  and  educated  among 
them. 

"  We  muft  continue  to  make  our  punifli- 
menis  milder  and  more  certain.  The  fenfe 
of  flaame  is  powerfuL  By  timely  manage-- 
ment,  even  difgrace  may  at  length  be  al- 
moft  fufficient  to  reftrain  your  people,  nearly 
as  much  as  they  can  be  reftrained;  for  -we 
muft  always  expedT:  fome  vices  and  weak- 
jiefTes : — They  are  unavoidable,  and  per- 
haps even  neceffary  in  the  whole  of  human 
affairs. 

"  Parents,  affifted  by  the  wifeft  and  beft 
among  you,  will  love  and  educate  the  youth, 
or  rather  encourage  and  help  them  to 
educate  themfelves.     Nouriih  and  exercife 

the 
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the  habits  and  paffions  you  know  to  be  the 
moft  neceflary.  Gradually  induce  them  to 
think,  to  fpeak  little  and  well ;  teach  writ- 
ing, numbers,  geometry,  mechanics,  to  all, 
in  the  eafieft  and  moft  diredt  manner; 
thefe  you  will  find  applicable  to  many  and 
effential  ufes.  Then  teach  them  the  nature 
of  things^  verbally  and  experimentally,  in 
the  fliorteft  manner,  always  with  a  view  to 
utility,  as  well  as  to  fatisfy  curiofity.  In  all . 
thefc  you  will  find  the  experience  and  dis- 
coveries of  the  European  nations  of  infinite 
ufe  to  you,  and  from  them  your  wife  men 
who  travel  will  extradl  and  abridge  many 
ufeful  things.  Exercife  and  form  the  judg- 
ment of  youth  as  early  as  practicable;  in  this 
you  will  find  numbers  and  geometry  of  great 
utility.  Preferve  the  utmoft  freedom  in 
fpeaking  and  writing,  and  you  will  improve 
in  both,  and  in  every  faculty,  fcience,  and 
inftitution. 

Nor  muft  you  neglect  the  early  know- 
ledge and  pradice  of  poetry  and  mufic. 
Thefe  are  the  language  oHhe  heart,  as  words 
form  that  of  the  head  or  underftanding.  You 

have 
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have  long  experienced  the  pleafure,  the 
fentiments  which  they  infpire,  and  begin  to 
perceive  how  greatly  they  may  yet  be  im- 
proved and  heightened ;  indeed  they  may 
probably  be  applied  to  great  moral  purpofes. 

*'  Though  you  very  wifely  preferve  your 
habits  of  war  and  difcipline,  as  far  as  prao- 
ticable  in  peace,  beware  of  going  to  war, 
or  of  conquering  more  territory;  for  you 
have  already  fuflScient,  with  cultivation,  to 
maintain  ten  times  your  prefent  numbers* 
Perhaps  you  had  better  give  up  part  of  it, 
and  come  to  live  nearer  together,  extending 
again  by  degrees  as-  you  increafe.  You 
would  then  more  efFedually  affift,  enlighten, 
and  improve  each  other. 

"  A  perfed  equality  will  now  be  more 
impradlicable  than  ever.  You  muft  differ 
in  rank,  eftimation,  and  influence,  according 
to  your  different  degrees  of  merit,  abilities, 
induftry,  and  riches;  and  then  by  birth. 
Only  guard  againft  the  two  great  and  dan^ 
gerous  inequalities,  which  you  will  find 
fuffiqiently  difficult: — it  may  be  partly  ac- 

com- 
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cOmplifljed  perhaps  by  limiting  and  divid- 
ing inheritances ;  and  by  marking  well  the 
bounds  of  the  powers  you  give.  No  one 
muft  have  power  over  another  more  than 
you  may  pleafe  by  the  laws  to  grant,  taking 
care  that  even  that  be  always  the  Jeaft  that 
will  anfwer  the  purpofe.  Some  public  fefti- 
vals  might  perhaps  be  inftituted  to  good 
effeft,  with  certain  ceremonies,  amufements, 
and  cxercifes,  that  might  ferve,  among 
othei^  purpofes,  to  put  you'  frequently  in 
jnind  of  your  original  and  natural  equality, 
in  imitation  of  fome  former  wife  nations. 
The  inculcating,  by  a  frequent  revival, 
this  fenfe  of  original  equality,  is  perhaps 
among  the  beft  effeds  of  your  religion  and 
religious  feftivals. 

*'  The  third,  and  I  had  almoft  faid  your 
moft  important  care,  will  be  to  regulate  the 
connedion  between  the  fexes. 

"  On  vifiting  other  countries  for  informa- 
tion, you  will  find  a  great  variety  of  opi- 
nions, of  laws  and  inftitutions  on  this 
matter;  and  will  find  the'  oldeil  and  wifeil 

nations 
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nations  as  if  at  a  lofs  how  to  co^jfider  the 
fex,  in  what  rank  to  place,  or  how  to  em- 
ploy them.  You  yourfelves  have  perhaps 
been  among  thofe  who  are  the  fartheft 
wrong  in  this,  and  the  wifeft  and  moft  im- 
proved nations  cannot  ferve  as  examples 
to  fet  you  right:  perhaps  the  ultimate  per- 
fedion  of  which  fociety  is  capable,  awaits 
only  the  proper  and  relative  employment 
of  the  two  fexes.  You  will  therefore,  as 
yet,  be  cautious  of  great  changes  or  innova- 
tions, and  leave  that  connedion  as  free  as 
the  public  order  can  poffibly  admit;  per- 
mitting to  all  above  a  certain  age,  to  form 
what  engagements  they  pleafe  with  each 
other,  before  the  magiftrate,  feeuring  the 
execution  of  fuch  contracts,  and  fupporting 
the  weaker  fex  in  thofe  ideas  of  a  natural 
equality  in  rights  with  us,  which  you  have 
now  generoufly  admitted ;  gradually  dimi- 
nifhing  the  former  exorbitant  authority  and 
fuperiority  of  hufbands,  and  fupporting  the 
additional  influence  you  have  given  to  pa- 
rents over  their  children  till  the  age  of 
marriage. 

«  You 
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"  You  will  probably  find  from  experi- 
ence, that  monogamy  and  marriages  for 
life,  are  more  convenient  and  beneficial  to 
the  public  and  to  your  prefent  fyftem,  than 
polygamy  and  temporary  engagements.  It 
may  perhaps  be  gradually  introduced  by 
fome  encouragement  proportioned  to  the 
objeft,  better  than  by  compulfpry  laws. 

"  The  fafety  and  education  of  the  ofF- 
fpring  is  what  concerns  the  public  moft ; 
and  you  may  for  that  purpofe  be  forced,  in 
your  new  fituation,  to  lay  fome  additional 
reftraints  and  duties  on  all  the  parties,  on 
hulbands,  wives,  parents,  children :  onl^ 
let  thefe',  and  every  othfer  change,  be  intro- 
duced gradually,  and  let  them  be  no  more 
than  abfolutely  neceflary  to  your  views, 
and  not  merely  to  indulge  the  felfilh  tyranny 
of  man,  which  will  be  apt  to  increafe  as  he 
advances  in  arts  and  luxuries,  without  fome 
timely  precautions  both  in  reftraints  and 
exertions.  Human  beings  will  generally 
become  tyrants  when  not  controlled.  Laws, 
for  example,  made  by  men  for  the  women, 
but  without  confulting  them^^  will  generally 

be 
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be  tyrannical.  Be  not  afraid  nor  a&amed  to 
give  to  the  fcx  their  natural  and  equal  fharc 
of  influence  in  families^  itj  fociety,  in  the 
ftate.  Let  them  continue  to  fhare  in  your 
labours  and  exercifes,  and  to  be  ftill  manly 
and  ftrong,  and  to  be  above  all  foolifli 
fiiame,  and  other  weakneflfes,  when  necef"* 
fary.  Teach  them  all  you  know.  They 
will  teach  your  children  in  their  turn,  and 
will  be  found  of  great  ufe  in  education, 
manners,  tafte,  arts.  You  already  be- 
gin to  find  them  more  ufeful  and  agreeable 
as  companions,  affiftants,  and  counfellors, 
than  formerly  as  flaves  and  domeftics. 


cc 


You  have  already  fome  women  whom 
you  may  confult  on  any  fubjeft;  and  by 
confidential  and  proper  treatment,  you  will 
foon  render  many  more  worthy  of  being 
confulted.  But  beware  of  all  extremes: 
avoid  that  of  your  neighbours,  who.  treat 
the  fex  like  "beafts  of  burden;  and  that 
of  fome  European  nations,  who  promote 
an  over-weening  delicacy  and  refinement 
that  indulges  in  weak  and  wild  fancies 
without    end,   and   fpoils    alnd    debilitates 

both 
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both  fexes.  There  they  pretend  to  love 
women  for  their  follies  and  weaknefFes, 
timidity  and  bad  nerves,  over-modefty 
and  referve,  all  which  are  almoft  digni* 
fied  into  virtues ;  whereas  compaffion  is 
the  moft  they  can  claim.  Education  will 
foon  corredl  all  their  defe<fts  in  know- 
ledge and  underftanding,  and  habit  main*- 
tain  ihem  in  ftrength,  courage,  and  free- 
dom« 

"  We  are  not  fo  much  to  follow,  "as  to 
affift,  or  rather  improve  upon,  nature. 
Avarice,  envy,  and  the  other  hurtful  paffions, 
are  not  to  be  cultivated  becaufe  they  are 
natural.  Neither  the  brutal  force  and  ty- 
ranny of  man,  nor  the  natural  weaknefs  and 
timidity  of  women,  are  to  be  indulged  and 
increafed  becaufe  they  are  found  in  human 
nature.  In  (hort,  paffions  hurtful  or  incon- 
venient, ^re  to  be  reprefled  and  modified 
by  education  and  habit:  fuch  is  the  intent 
of  fociety.  In  vifiting  the  great  cities  of 
Europe,  and  thofe  of  Afia,  you  will  fee 
examples  of  thofe  oppofite  extremes*  On 
your  wifdom  will  depend  the  chofing  fome 

medium 
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iriedium  or  different  path.  It  will  be  ouf 
own  faults  if  the  women  do  not  keep  up 
with  Us,  and  be  found  of  fignal  ufe  to  us  in 
almoll  every  thing,  except  perhaps  in  war; 
and  even  there,  you  are  already  in  the  habit 
of  confulting  them:  many  of  them  have 
been  known  to  counfel,  and  fome  even  to 
command  well.  But  whenever  you  begin 
to  fpoil  each  other,  and  to  refine  fa  far  as 
to  abhor  mafculine  or  learned  women,  like 
fome  in  Europe,  you  will  then  probably 
fbon  begin  to  ftirink  from  your  duty,  civil 
and  military,  and  fall  a  prey  to  fome  other 
northern  nation. 

"  In  the  hiftory  of  natioris,  you  will  fe^ 
how  manners  and  opinions  have  changed 
to  oppofite  extremes.  *  You  may  con- 
template Spartan  mothers  exciting  tljeir  fons 
to  war  and  glory ;  and  fome  modern  Euro- 
pean mothers  dreading  to  expofe  theirs-— 
even  to  the  weather. 

*'  The  nation  that  fhall  firft  introduce 
women  to  their  councils,  their  fenates,  and 
feminaries  of  learning,  will  probably  accele- 
rate 
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Itite  mod  the  advances  of  human  nature  in 
Wifdom  and  happinefs;  You  may  fafely 
give  the  fex  the  lead  in  every  thing  that 
concerns  your  pieafures^  and  they  will  deco- 
nomife  and  improve  both  yours  and  their 
own,  in  a  variety  of  ways  which  you  know 
nothing  of  as  yet;  You  will  foon  perceive 
thie  importance  of  their  tafte  and  influence 
in  everything  (H^namental;  in  all  the  arts 
which  you  will  now  fee  arife  from  wealth 
andleifure;  in  everything  that  can  produce 
eithet  f6nfualj  or  elegant  and  refined,  plea- 
fares.  If  you  dignify  their  character  by  a 
free  and  manly  education^  and  keep  them 
to  a  near  rcfemblance  with  yourfelves,  they 
in  return  will  temper  and  refine  your  minds 
and  your  manners,  and  without  the  danger 
of  rendering  you^  or  your  fons^  too  eflfemi- 
natc ;  fo  that  you  will  meet  half-way,  and, 
being  more  alike,  and  better  acquainted 
than  formerly,  objeds  of  intercourfe  will 
multiply,  and  you  will  be  fitter  company 
for  each  othen 

"  Th6  pbwefs  thatsare  given  us  by  na- 
ture, are  certainly  intended  to  be  ufed  and 
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improved:  the  proper  ways  and  means  fb 
as  to  produae  the  greateft  hajppinefs^  are  left 
to  ourfelves  to  difcover  and  apply,  for 
which  the  other  fex  is  a  necefliiry  party 
concerned,  and  our  natural  coimfellca^  and 
afiiflants.  That  haf^ineis .  muft  cohfift  in 
the  proper  u(e  and  management  of  the 
powers  of  labour^  of  thought^  and  of  fdea^^ 
fure;  but  the  application  and  fuccefs  re- 
quire the  joint  efforts  of  both  fexes. 

**  Continue  to  go  every  feventh  day  to 
,your  temples  in  thofe  beautiful  groves 
among  your  mountains.  There^  uftder  the 
direction  of  your  bards,  and  of  your  wife 
and  good  men  and  women,  accompanied  by 
your  harps  and  flutes,  rejoice  and  fing 
praifes  to  the  Great  Spirit.  There  perform 
your  hymns  and  dances  (over  which  your 
chofen  women  prefide  by  turns)  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  great  and  good  of  both  itxi^^ 
whom  you  have  fo  wifely  chofen  to  com- 
memorate. 

^'  Let  that  be  a  day  of  happinefs,  and  by 
fuch  means  try  to  banifli  every  contrary 

pradice 
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l^dice  aa^  id^.  Indujige  in  every  exe^«- 
cife  and  pleafure  thj^t  your  diredors  ihall 
pronounce  to  be  innocent,  and  in  the  forms 
and  manner  that  they  may  chui^  to  pre** 
ihnh^i  and  endeavour  gradually  to  abolifii 
^yery  Oith^r  fuperftitioias  ftadjce,  and  efpe- 
cially  tJioTe  of  a  horiid,  difmal,  or  cruel 
tendency.  The  Great  Spirit  an^  Governor 
of  the  Univerfe  cannot  delight  in  your 
mifery,  but  in  your  happinei^. 

**  You  will  learn  from  other  nations, 
and  your  own  pradice,  to  build  more 
Ji^eautiful  temples,  and  to  adorn  thehi;  and 
!wiU  learn  more  pleafmg  fongs,  and  improve 
yourmufic: — rail  within  tfee  bounds  of  ele- 
gant and  fublime  fimplicity.  By  the  wif- 
dom  df  your  dirediors,  whom  you  will  im- 
pliidtly  obey,  you  will  be  taught  how  to  be 
oaytious  of  indulging  in  the  extremes  either 
of  ornaments  or  of  pleafurcs. 

"  The  fearch  of  the  iefi^  or  of  trutb^  in 

every  thing,  is  an  eternal  approximation, 

but  which  can    nevar   terminate  ifn   thi3 

^orldj  and  the  way  to  farther  i^nprove- 

L  2  ment 
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ment  and  difcovery,  muft  ever  be  left  opeii* 
As  you  increafe  your  wants,  and  then  come 
to  fupply  them  with  more  eafe,  and  then 
to  find  time  for  experiment,  refledion,  and 
fpeculation,  you  will  begin  to  perceive  the 
importance  of  llcuring  open  and  dired 
roads  to  truth  and  knowledge;  and  you 
muft  therefore  be  watchful  to  prevent  any  fet 
of  people  from  fliutting  any  of  them  up  on 
pretence  of  the  enquiry  being  finifhed,  and 
no  more  to  be  difcovered;  or  on  any  other 
pretext. 

**  I  fhall  leave  you  foine  general  direct 
tions,  with  fome  laws  and  regulations  for  a 
future  period ;  fome  fhort  hiftories  of  na- 
tions that  have  erred  and  gone  to  ruin ;  the 
methods  of  difcovering  ufeful  knowledge  by 
means  of  experiment  and  mathematics, 
which  you  will  find  of  great  ufe.  But 
other  things  muft  firft  be  attended  to,  viz. 
the  fraaller  and  domeftic  concerns.  The 
lefler  divifions  of  villages  and  families  muft 
all  be  carefully  attended  to,  and  be  properly 
placed  and  employed;  and  then  the  larger 
and- natural  divifions  of  the  country  by 

rivers y 
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fivers^  a  certain  number  of  which  form  the 
nation.  In  future  times,  your  laws,  civil 
and  criminal,  muft  increafe  with  your  pro- 
perty and  improvements ;  and  then  will  be 
the  important  time  that  will  idcjuire  all  your 
ikill  and  wifdom,  and  aH  may  prove  in- 
fiifficient,  as  ha?  been  hitherto  the  cafe  with 
moft  nations.  There  is  a  period  bejween 
the  rude  and  civilized  ftate,  in  which  na- 
tions generally  fow  the  feeds  of  their  own 
deftru<3lion.  I  mean  to  collect  all  the  di- 
redions  and  remedies  I  can  for  you,  againft 
that  period.  The  firft  and  chief  precau- 
tion feems  to  be  that. of  reftraining  the. 
bufy  Ijpirit  of  legiflation  and  regulation  that 
will  then  arife,  and  that  feems  to  feize  all 
nations  fo  foon  as  they  can  write  and  reafon 
a  little.  Let  your  laws  increafe  very  flowly. 
Bear  long  with  the  evils ^  and  beware  of  the 
remedies^  till  well  afTured  of  thefe  being  the 
lefler  evils.  Depend  moftly  on  educatibn 
as  long  as  you  can^ 

"  By  thefe,  and  fome  other  leflbns  tp  be 

explained,  and  others  which  I  fhall  leave 

behind  me,  this  nation  may  efcape  many 

1.3  of 
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of  thiB  misfortunes  that  have  befallea  others* 
The  dired:ions  of  one  who  has  fbeti  fo  much 
more  of  the  road  you  have  to, go  than  any 
of  you,  may  certainly  be  made  of  fervice  to 
the  whole;  not  fo  much  in  quickening 
your  progrefs,  as  in  directing  it  aright. 
That  progrefs  muft  be  flow,  and  requires  a 
certain  time ;  there  are  fteps  which  you 
cannot  overleap;  biit  I  may  help  you  to 
fhorten  the  way,  and  point  out  the  objed:s 
to  be  kept  in  view  for  that  purpofe,  either 
in  your  travels,  experiments,  or  other  re- 
fearches;  or  in  your  moral,  learned,  and 
poitical  inftitutions.'^ 


.  I  told  them  a  great  many  more  particu- 
lars than  I  chufe  to  trouble  you  with,  or 
can  now  remember.  You  may  perceive;  it 
is  incomplete  as  a  fyftem,  and  may  think  it 
perhaps  incoherent  and  impradticable.  The 
chief  doubt  of  its  pradticability  proceeds, 
perhaps,  from  its  being  too  rational :  but  we 
muft  recoiled;  that  neither  reaf&n  nor  women 
have  yet  had  their  full  and  proper  influence 
in  the  world ;  and  till  they  conie  nearer  to 
that  point,  we  can  only  guefs  at  their  power. 
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LETTER    XVIII. 
Political  ^Opinions  and  Advice , 

I  AM  obliged  to  you  for  putting  me  in 
mind.  I  did  intend  to  give  you  fome 
more  memorandums  of  this  country,  moral 
and  political;  but  as  their  importance  feems 
to  diminifh  as  our  departure  approaches,  I 
fear  many  of  tttem  are  forgotten* 

This  Emperor,  though  of  an  indolent 
difpofition,  like  moft  of  his  countrymen,  is 
neverthelefs  of  an  anxious  mind,  a  reftlefs 
and  perpetual  negociator;  and  he  means 
never  to  let  you  reft,  more  than  his  own 
fubjedls:  you  muft  be  always  expelling 
fome  embaffy,  meflage,  or  demand  from  him. 
When  every  thing  elfe  feems  to  be  fettled, 
he  will  probably  make  fome  alteration 
on  your  duties,  and  may  double  them  at 
once,  though  you  already  think  them  too 
high.  That  will  occafion  frcfh  negoci^- 
L  4  tionsy 
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tions,  embaflies,  prefentsj  all  of  which  f§em 
to  be  as  the  neceiTaries  of  life  to  him ;  and 
be  will  generally  take  care  to  create  taotive^ 
and  occafjons  for  them, 

In  dealing  with  thefe  people,  there  can 
hardly  be  any  general  rule  of  condufl:. 
They  are  generally  both  capricious  and  de-! 
ceitful. '  We  muft  follow  therq  as  wclL  as 
we  can,  and,  like  themfelves,  go  on  w^itb 
t;emporary  fhifts,  and  take  pccafional  mea- 
fpres,  as  it  were  from  hand  to  mouth.  Yoij 
have  put  up  with  affrpnts  enough  to  fho^ 
that  you  do  not  mean  to  quarrel  with  himi, 
fp  that  you  muft  expert  many  more  siffrqnts 
and  demands. 

He  has  been  more  afraid  of  you  than  of 
any  other  power,  which  he  will  not  readily 
forgive.  He  will  probably  take  every  ocr 
cafion  to  fhow.that  you  are  not  now  hhoftfy 
Jrien(/s.j  as  heretofore;  and  he  feems  highly 
pleafed  at  having  efcaped  out  of  that  fitua- 
tioq.  He  defired  the  interpreter  to  tell  mej 
the  other  day,  apropos  to  nothing,  that  the 
pride  of  the  £nglij(h  is  foon  to  be  takeq 
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(iowru  We  know  the  Bourbons  have 
been  telling  him  fo,  and  will  be  attentive  to 
ke^p  him  up  in  that  hope  an^}  idea.  Indeed 
lyioft  nations  are  now  vying  with  each 
other  for  the  higheft  place  in  his  favour, 
jand  the  chief  obje£t  of  all  is,  to  fupplant 
us ;  and  they  will  now  eafily  fucceed.  We 
are  all  his  tributaries.  Such  is  the  difgrace-. 
ful  policy  of  the  times  with  regard  to  thefe 
piratical  ilates,  and  which  may  laft  till  fome 
event  (hall  happen  to  make  us  all  aihamed 
pf  ourfelves.  Nations  are  not  afhamed  to 
follow  each  other  in  the  moft  difgraceful 
politics,  though  fo  tardy  in  borrowing  any 
ufeful  art  or  pradice, 

Thofe  late  treaties  of  this  Emperor  with 
the  other  Chriftian  powers  were  fo  un- 
popular here,  that  it  required  a  great  deal 
of  money,  and  all  the  arts  of  a  raoft  artful 
^nd  defpotic  prince,  to  make  them  go  down 
with  the  people. 

I  believe  we  might,  with  more  fafety 
than  any  other  nation,  affift  him  to  improve 
|;}f8  fflrcf  an^  his  cpu^tr^,  if  thai  were  prac-i 

ticaUe, 
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licabie.  They  would  not  probably  venture 
:o  attack  vts,  and  woiild  then  be  better 
:uftomers  than  they  can  ever  be  while  they 
remain  poor,  indolent,  and  uncivilized.  But 
there  are  likewife  times  when  they  fhould 
be  checked:  the  remembrance  of  the  lafi: 
war  we  had  with  them  lafted  a  long  time, 
and  indeed  is  net  yet  quite  worn  out  of 
their  memory:  it  has  long  helped  to  keep 
them  in  order^  and  to  maintain  among  them 
a  certain  refped:  and  di^ead  of  the  £nglifh 
navy, 

Thcfe  Moors,  though  confined  in  their 
knowledge,  have  often  great  natural  faga- 
city  and  penetration,  and  know  a  character 
at  fight,  full  as  well  as  any  of  us»  Aware 
of  Barbarian  cunning,  we  muft  be  coo- 
ftantly  on  our  guard,  and  be  ready  to  give 
up,  in  a  moment,  the  moft  favourite  and 
loi^-laboured  plans  or  objeds  of  negocia- 
tion,  difconcerted  by  their  penetration^  their 
artifice,  or  barbarity. 

As  to  their  commerce,  you  may  there 
know  it  neariy  enough.    You  will  fee  it  can 

be 
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be  of  no  great  importance  to  us,  or  to  any 
other  nation,  except  to  your  garrifon.  They 
have  had  of  late  as  far  as  thirty  ihips  an- 
nually, moftly  Englifli,  loaded  at  their 
weflern  ports.  That  trade  might  indeed 
foon  be  doubled,  and  trebled,  by  a  better 
kind  of  government,  and  more  of  your 
ailiftance. 

I  have  had  two  more  converfations  with 
the  Prince,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  fix 
his  attention  longer  than  I  ever  faw  it  fixed 
before,  except  to  foot-ball,  or  Ihooting  at  a 
mark.  Some  of  his  quellions  were  curious 
for  their  fagacity,  and  others  for  their  fim- 
plicity  and  ignorance.  He  believes  they 
are  to  fet  about  conquering  Chriftendom 
after  they  have  fettled  certain  domeftic 
>  afiaits;  and  he  has  no  doubt  of  fucceeding, 
when  they  can  bring  all  their  force  to  a6U 
I  find  that,  notwithftanding  their  cioie 
friendfhip  with  Carlos^  they  mean  foon  to 
attack  fome  of  his  fortreiTes. 
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LETTER    XIX. 

Of  the  Emperor^  his  CbaraEter^  Government^ 
Policy^  and  their  EffeSs. — Of  the  Moors , 
end  of  national  CbaraSters^ — Of  Jufiice^ 
Government y  and  State  of  Society. 

THIS  Emperor  underftatids  the  Moors 
perfectly;  but  his  genius  or  charader 
is  not  well  calculated  to  make  the  moft  of 
theirs.  His  mode  of  government,  his  per- 
petual rapacity,  is  more  difgufting  to  them, 
and  perhaps  more  hurtful  to  population, 
and  to  the  neceflary  improvements,  than  all 
the  cruelty  of  Kis  predeceflbrs.  But  that  is 
exa£tly  v\rhat  he  means :  to  impoverifh  And 
depopulate  the  country  is  his  objed.  Def- 
potifm  cannot  bear  the  profperity  of  its 
fubjeds,  and  feems  to  v^ifh  they  all  had  but 
pne  neck,  to  be  cut  off  at  one  blovir. 

A  cruel  and  unfeeling  difpofition,  in  both 
mafter  and  flave,  is  perhaps  the  natural  pro- 
duce of  this  fpecies  of  government.     A 

much 
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much  lefs  degree  of  uncertainty  in  the  pol^ 
feffion  cf  property,  or  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labour,  would  be  fuflScient  to  damp  or  repel 
all  the  adivity  and  induftry  of  men.  The 
fubordinate  members  muft  follow  the  head; 
and  all  muft  be  rapacious  and  perfidious. 
Such,  to  many  people,  feems  to  be  the 
charadler  of  the  Moors,  given  them  by  nar 
ture;  but  it  is  only  the  produce  of  their 
government.  I  believe  they  did  not  merit 
this  chara&er  during  their  beft  times  la 
Spain. 

This  Emperor  being  more  humane  than 
moft  of  his  predeceffors,  and  of  a  different 
chara£):er,  perhaps  deferves  to  beconfidered 
with  more  attention.  But  he  means  not, 
as  many  imagine,  to  encourage  arts  and  ia- 
dufby,  nor  military  merit,  nor  any  other 
merit.  It  is  only  his  avarice  that  makes 
him  agree  to  thefe  unconftitutional  truces 
with  the  Chriftian  powers,  which,  by  open- 
ing the  ports  for  the  fake  of  duties,  has 
given  an  appearance  of  fome  commerce, 
biit  which  the  fame  avarice  will  again  foon 
check  or  defiroy  by  oppreffion.   He  is  even 

afraid 
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afi:aid  of  any  degree  of  merit  or  popylarky 
in  any  of  his  fubje^ts;  and  when  he  pro- 
£d9S:s  to  efteem  and  encourage  it,  he  means 
only  to  deceive.  He  is  cunning  and  artful, 
prc^ably  both  from  natural  chaculler  and 
from  long  habit;  perhaps  originally  fixmi 
neceffity.  The  degree  d£  that  neccflity  ire 
cannot  eafily  judge  of. 

His  plan  of  gOTernment,  if  a  fet  of 
wretdied  ihifts  and  nqpacious  opprefiion 
deferve  the  name  of  plan,  is  generally  fimpie, 
and  has  but  one  objed  in  view;  but 
ibat  he  endeavours  to  concesd,  and  to  ren- 
der his  proceedings  complex  and  crooked, 
without  any  app&rent  necefllty,  avoiding 
all  appearance  of  rule  or  method,  perplexed 
and  myfiical  without  a  caufe,  as  if  to  keep 
up  the  habit,  or  merely  for  the  malicious 
pleafure  of  deceiving. 

Though  deftrudtion  is  always  the  objed, 
or  the  means  employed  by  this  kind  of 
government,  this  man's  method  of  accom- 
plifhing  it  is  different  from  thofe  formerly 
in  ufe.    The  plan  or  object  which  he  has 

always 
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always  in  view,  is  tm  otlner  thaa;  to  draw 
the  greateft  part  of  the  money  of  hh  dami*- 
nions  into  his  own  pofleflion,  which  at 
oace  fatisfie$  his  {^on,  a^d  iiapo^vmihes 
and  weakens  th^e  peqpk^  that  he  nay  govera 
Ehem  the  eai^r.  And  he  fucceeda  in  it  to 
an  amazing  degree,  coafidering  the  Mooiiih 
arts  and  avarice  he  has  to  doil  with. 

But  after  all  thefe  precautions,  and  the 
tconfequences  of  extreme  internal  weakness 
and  poverty,  w^  fiad  ^t  fuch  countries 
^are  not  therefore  much  leTs  fubje^  to  violent 
and  ddtrufiive  revolutions.  It  is  the  vi^g^ 
lance  of  the  monarch,  mgre  than  the  de- 
4>itity  of  the  people,  which  faves  them  from 
thofe  tumultuous  rebellions,  and  pretenders 
to  the  throne^  to  which  they  have  been 
jfbrmerly  fo  much  accuftomed.  Their  hiilogr 
is  full  of  perpetual  tumults,  msdSacres,  and 
civil  wars.  There  has  hardly  been  a  peace- 
able fucce£ion  before  this,  nor  £0  long  a 
peace  as  during  this  reign,  which  ia  cer*- 
tainly  much  to  the  credit  of  his  preient 
Majefly,  and  ought  to  place  his  najoe  very 

high 
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high  in  theit  annal8««-if  they  had  any  body 
to  write  them. 

Defolation  and  mifery,  however,  feem 
everywhere  to  increafe^  in  fpitc  of  all  their 
peace  and  commerce. '  Whole  fuburbs  and 
villages  are  gradually  falling  to  ruins. 
Large  trads  of  country,  formerly  occupied 
and  cultivated  by  M.  Ifhmael's  black  colo- 
nies, lie  now  in  barren  wafle.  And  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  country  flourifhed  more 
under  that  piratical  and  mercilefs  tyrant, 
than  it  does  under  the  humane  and  com- 
Viercial,  but  avaricious,  Gidi  Mahomet. 

The  people  arc^  probably  right  in  wi£h- 
ing  for  war,  as  it  makes  them  of  feme 
confequence  to  their  mailer;  and  fuch 
people  may  certainly  gain  more  by  piracy 
than  they  do  now  by  commerce  or  induftry. 
Nay,  they  are  probably  incapable  of  either, 
beyond  a  certain  degree  of  what  is  barely 
neceflary  to  exiftence.  If  a  country  could 
poffibly  improve  under  fuch  a  government, 
we  fliould  have  feen  here  fome  figns  of  it 

before 
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he£oTt  this,  during  this  peaceable  reign,  now 
above  a  dozen  years.  This  monarch  has 
never,  fince  his  acceflion,  had  any  thing  to 
fear ;  yet  he  is  laid,  by  thofe  who  know 
him  befl,  to  pafs  his  time  in  conflant  fear 
and  anxiety.  The  nature  or  turn  of  his/ 
policy  and  mode  of  governrtient  proceeds 
from  his  charader ;  and  that  you  have  feen 
formed  in  his  youth,  as  ufual,  by  various 
circumftances.  Long  driven  about  the 
kingdom  with  his  father,  by  competitors 
and  rebellion ;  expofed  to  continual  dan- 
gers, treachery,  and  alarms,  he  feems  to 
have  acquired  an  habitual  horror  of  all 
thefe,  and  fancies  that  his  fafety  muft  con- 
fift  in  the  mifery  and  weaknefs  of  his  people. 
He  endeavours  to  reconcile  them  to  thefe 
unpopular  meafures  of  peace,  by  (hewing 
them  the  guns,  mortars,  and  batteries, 
which  he  gains  from  thofe  Chriftians,  (poor 
fools!)  and  by  which  they  themfelves  are 
all  to  be  conquered  fome  day  or  other. 

But  every  fliip  of  war  that  appears  on 
his  coaft  he  fees  fraught  with  double  danger. 
In  .the  deftrudion  of  any  of  thefe  batteries. 

Vol.  L  M  . .     he 
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he  fears  the  mafk  would  be  removed,  the 
people  undeceived  ;  and  hencte  rebellion,  de- 
throning, ?5fr.  and  more  eipeciallj-  if  the 
fhips  be  Englifli,  whom  he  hates  as  he 
dreads.  He  is  obferved  to  be  very  uneafy, 
and  does  not  probably  fleep  well,  during  all 
the  time  any  of  our  fhips  are  on  his  coaft. 

The  Moors,  it  is  frue,  are  quiek,  fiery, 
and  impatient,  treacherous  and  cruel,  and 
require  now  to  be  governed  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  which  muft  be  kept  conftantly  in  their 
fight.  When  once  they  begin  to  rife,  and  can 
find  a  leader,  as  in  moft  defpotic  countries, 
they  prefently  go  to  all  the  extremes  of 
'defperate  cruelty  and  defolation.  '  Some 
very  trifling  matter  is  fufKcient,  at  times,  to 
fet  them  all  up  in  armed  confufion.  This 
was  indeed  nearly  the  cafe  lately,  from  a 
fhort  illnefs  of  his  majefty :  they  already 
began  to  fancy  he  was  dead,  and  his  death 
concealed  ;  and  he,  on  hearing  that  gun- 
powder had  fuddenly  rifen  to  double  its 
ufual  price,  thought  it  neceflTary  to  fliew 
bimfelf,  though  ftill  very  ill. 

A  great 
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A  grcjat  part  of  the  peculiar  character  of 
each  pedple  may  proceed  from  climate  and 
particular  phyfical  caufes,  though  it  is  dif- 
ficult tQ  eftimate  how  much  ;  and  we  fliall 
all  continue  to  have  different  fyftems  and 
opinions  concerning  thofe  things.  We 
know,  however,  that  •  laws,  inftitutions, 
manners,  and  cuftoms,  will  in  time  prevail 
over  thofe  difpofitions  which  we  fuppofe 
given  by  nature  ;  and  tljat  the  character  of 
a  nation,  at  diftant  periods,  may  be  very 
different. 

We  likewife  find  a  great  refemblance 
among  very  diftant  nations,  while  in  the 
rude  or  early  ftages  of  fociety.  But  arts, 
civilization,  and  modes  of  government, 
lead  them  often  as  it  were  in  oppofite  di- 
i:e<3:ions,  and  prefently  create  ftriking  differ- 
ences between  them.  The  Greeks,  Phoe- 
nicians, Carthaginians,  and  Arabs,-  have  all 
been  great  nations,  though  of  very  different 
charafters,  and  yet  were  all  probably  formed 
from  nearly  the  fame  kind  of  original  ma- 
terials, from  people  very  like  thefe  Moors. 
However,  thefe  African  nations  feem  gene- 
M  2  '  rally 
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rally  to  have  preferved  a  certain  famehefs 
of  charader  in  many  points,  through  all  pe-* 
riods  of  their  hiftory.  They  feem  always 
to  have  confifted  of  the  fame  kind  of  quick 
and  volatile,  but  weak  and  combuftible, 
materials.  As  troops,  we  Ihall  find  them 
ftill  the  fame  kind  of  fiery,  irregular,  deful- 
tory  light-horfe,  as  the  Numidians  and 
Mauritanians  probably  were  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  if  we  make  allowance  for  the 
colouring  and  dignity  of  the  Roman  hif-* 
torians.  They  might,  even  now,  foon  be 
made  capable  of  powerful  fudden  attacks, 
but  not  of  any  great  and  continued  efforts. 
They  could  never  probably  be  made  to 
fupport  any  fyftem  of  conduct  long  with 
fufiicient  patience  and  firmnefs.  Oppofed 
to  a  fteady  difciplined  army,  their  barbarian 
impatience  would  foon  appear,  and  givQ  to 
a  vigilant  enemy  decifive  advantages.  Na- 
turally fagaciou$,  quick,  and  intelligent, 
they  might  foon  be  taught,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, how  to  make  ufe  of  their  natural 
advantages  j  but  all  would  as  foon  be  ne- 
gledted  and  forgbtten  again,  if  not  kept  up 
by  conftaut  difcipline,  of  which  the  Maho- 
metans 
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metans  in  general  are  probably  incapable ; 
— thoughtlefs  and  improvident,  yet  rapaci- 
ous and  araricious :  the  inconfiftencies  of 
human  nature  are  every  where  numerous  ; 
in  this  ftate  of  fociety  they  are  more  re- 
markable, and  different  from  thofe  of  civil- 
ization. Though  frightened  into  reafon 
to-day,  to-morrow  they  forget  their  danger, 
and  carelefsly  return  to  their  former  habits, 
though  aifured  they  will  fail  of  fuccefs. 
Here  are  no  permanent  ranks  of  people  or 
of  families,  nor  difference  of  manners  ;  all 
are  equally  good  company.  Defpotifm 
brings  all  to  a  level,  and  that  level  is  near 
the  meaneil  of  the  fpecies.  A  government, 
where  all  the  vices  of  human  nature  are  the 
natural  produce,  muft  create  a  refemblance 
of  charader  throughout  the  individuals, 
and  between  all  fuch  countries,  however 
diftant. 

My  guide,  and  protedor  on  this  journey, 
one  of  the  emperor's  friends,  is  now  em- 
ployed in  preffmg  horfes  for  us,  and  in  letr 
ting  them  free  again,  for  payment.  His 
toil  and  indullry  have  been  amazing  in  this 
M  3  way, 
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way,  letting  no  opportunity  efcape  him  of 
making  a  blankil  =  2I.J.  The  Moorifh 
avarice  is  far  beyond  ours,  and  we  fhould 
think  they  might  therefore  be  made  induf- 
trious,  though  now  of  fo  oppofite  a  cha- 
racter. After  he  has  made  what  he.  can 
in  this  way,  then  I  muft  pay  the  hire  at  a 
very  dear  rate,  which  is  alfo  moftly  his 
profit ;  and  there  is  no  remedy  but  pa- 
tience. Juftice  is  fo  far  from  being  ready 
and  eafy  here,  that  people  chufe  to  fubmit 
to  the  mod  violent  outrages  rather  than 
apply  for  it ;  and  now  it  is  only  to  be  had 
at  the  capital,  from  his  majefty,  and  very 
uncertain  even  there.  It  fhould  not  fur- 
prife  us  to  find  the  people  fo  bad ;  it  is 
rather  aftoniftiing  they  are  not  worfe. 
There  is  lefs  robbing  on  the  roads 
during  this  reign  than  formerly,  as  this 
monarch  will  admit  of  no  robbers  befides 
himfelf,  unlefs  he  is  well  paid  for  the  fi- 
cence,  which  is  yet  done  fometimes  in  par- 
ticular cafes,  though  not  fo  much  as  ufual. 
On  this  principle  the  baftiaw  may  pillage 
what  he  pleafes,  provided  he  carries  it  all 
to  his  mailer,  for  fharing  it  with  him  is 

not 
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not  fufficient.  ladeed  that  relpedable  ma- 
giftrate  generally  takes  care  to  purloin  a 
little  for  himfelf,  though  he  knows  it  will 
be  taken  from  him  with  fevere  punifhment. 
In  fhort,  it  is  here  where  the  ftrong  may 
opprefs  the  weak — the  Moor  may  beat  and 
rob  the  poor  Jew,  who  dares  not  complain 
for  many  reafons.  All  fpoils  become  lawful 
when  a  fufficient  fhare  goes  to  his  majefty. 

Were  it  poflible  for  even  a  tenth  part  of 
the  juftice  neceflary  in  a  great  kingdom  to 
proceed  from  the  throne,  a  rapacious  rabble ' 
of  the  friends  and  attendants  of  royalty  fur-  . 
round  and  intercept  it.      In  fuch  a  ftate 
there  muft  always  be  more  than  fufficient , 
examples  of  impunity  and  injuftice,  to  en- 
courage many  attempts  to  do  evil. 

In  the  rude  ftate,  w^hile  property  is  yet 
infecure  or  undivided,  certain  crimes  and 
'tices,  as  theft  or  robbery,  are  not  confidered 
in  the  fame  degree  of  turpitude  as  among  a 
fettled  and  civilized  people.  Declining  na- 
tions are  probably  worfe,  weaker,  and  more 
vicious,  than  thofe  that  are  rifing,  though 
near  the  fame  ftate  of  ignorandb.  In  the 
M  4   .  rifing 
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rifing  ftatc,  they  may  help  one  another  up  ; 
in  the  other,  they  pull  e^ch  other  down :  fo 
where  there  is  the  moft  neceffity  for  private 
virtues,  for  mutual  ailiftance,  there  is  the 
leaft  to  be  found.  Friendftiip  and  fidelity 
are  fometimes  the  produce  of  oppreffion, 
which  prefles  men  as  it  were  clofer  together 
for  mutual  affiftance  or  defence  j  but  when 
that  is  once  given  up  and  defpaired  of,  fo- 
ciety  is  in  a  manner  diflblved;  every  virtue, 
humanity  itfelf,  is  deftroyed ;  diftruft  or 
malevolence  breaks  all  the  ufual  bonds  of 
union;  accordingly  we  find  here  hardly 
any  moral  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong.  We 
find  they  all  confider  each  other  as  per- 
fcaiy  perfidious. — All  wifti  to  opprefs  and 
rob  in  th^ir  turn.  They  confider  their  be* 
ing  deteded  only  as  a  misfortune. 

You  may  well  be  furprifed  how  fociety, 
in  fuch  a  ftate,  can  exift  for  any  time,  if  it 
can  be  faid  to  exift  as  a  fociety ;  it  may  be 
confidered  rather  as  a  ftate  of  warfare.  AH 
tends  here  to  produce  a  difmal  kind  of  un- 
certainty which  hangs  over  life,  and  flifles 
in  embryo  almoft  every  voluntary  exertion, 
and  which  brings  all  to  a  certain  degree  of 

mean- 
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fneannefsy  of  debility,  dejeftion,  or  vice — 
to  a  ftate  with  which  we  are  unacquainted, 
and  which  is  therefore  worth  our  confider- 
ing ;  but  that  degree  is,  I  think,  feldom  fo 
great  as  might  be  expeded  :  no  principles 
or  moral  caufes  ever  go  fo  far  in  pradrice, 
nor  have  all  the  influence  which  they  feem, 
in  fpeculation,  calculated  to  produce*  Some 
diflant  hope  of  change,  or  of  efcaping  un-* 
noticed  in  the  crowd,  even  the  thoughtlcis 
and  inconfiderate  nature  of  men,  all  help 
to  carry  them  on,  and  induce  them  to  hoard 
up  even  what  they  know  will  be  takea 
from  them — to  take  wives  and  eftablifh 
families;  and  to  try,  as  they  are  hunied 
on. through  life,  like  the  flocks  on  their 
journey,  to  fnatch  a  mouthful  of  eafe  or  en- 
joyment as  they  pafs.  Happily,  many  things 
tend  to  keep 'men  nearer  to  an  equality  in 
happinefs  than  appearances  indicate* 

In  fome  of  the  mountainous  parts  of 
this  country,  where  this  government  does 
not  reach,  the  people  feem  better,  more 
indufl:riou8,  fteady,  and  provident,  in  their 
poor  little  way  of  life.     They  have  fixed 

habits 
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habitations,  little  cottages  .an4  gardens,  and 
in  tolerable  order;  fo  that  there  mull  be 
forae  honefty,  good  faith,  and  mutual  af- 
fiftance  among  them ;  and  hence  it  is  plain, 
that  fuch  a  government  as  this  is  worie  than 
none. 

A  violent  and  tyrannic  government  is 
generally  a  weak  one.  It  never  has  in 
fad  half  the  power  it  pretends  to  exercife. — 
Moving  by  fits  and  ftarts,  in  no  fettled 
walk  or  fyftem;  by  turns  all  violence,  or 
all  lethargy  ;  the  parts  of  the  confufed  ma- 
chine are  not  fitted  nor  ready  to  obey,  fo 
that  all  its  efforts  fhew  either  a  wafte  or  a 
.  want  of  power,  and  its  greatdl  exertions 
tend  only  to  deftrudion.  The  defpot  can 
deftroy,  but  can  feldom  be  obeyed,  as  he 
defires.  On  feeing  this  emperor's  orders 
often  difputed  at  his  very  gates,  it  gives  an 
Englifhman  pleafure  to  recoiled  that  our 
laws  are  better  obeyed  and  executed  in  our 
remoteft  dominions,  than  thofe  of  the  ty- 
rant in  his  own  capital. 
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LETTER    XX. 

Of  fame  Cujioms^  Arts^  Audiences. — Muley 
Idr'ts.  — -  Religion. — Colonies.  —  Blacks.  — 
Sea  Ports. — Money  and  Mcafures. — Goth- 
clufton. 

YOU  know  I  dread  being  tedious,  and 
do  not  wifli  to  deal  much  in  particu- 
Jars,  though  I  may  fometimes  be  infenfibly 
led  into  both.  I  am  frequently  in  doubt  if 
the  life  and  manners  of  fuch  a  pueople  as  this 
deferve  much  of  our  time  and  attention, 
though  full  of  great  leflbns  for  govern- 
inents  and  princes.  Many  things  might, 
doubtlefs,  be  found  to  fatisfy  the  hiftorical 
curiofity  of  the  antiquarian,  but  I  am  look- 
ing only  for  things  of  utility,  or  what  I 
may  fancy  to  be  fuch.  We  might  difcover 
here  arts,  cuftoms,  fuperftitions,  which 
might  be  traced  to  Afia,  and  to  the  re- 
.  moteft  antiquity :   fo  we  may,  in  various 

parts 
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parts  of  Europe.  Such  may  be  the  euflom 
of  prefents,  their  funerals,  and  refped  forthe 
dead,  their  tools,  ornaments,  drcfs,  recrea- 
tions, ceremonies,  domeftic  employments. 
Though  the  arts  and  manners  of  periods 
which  we  have  pafled  and  left  behind 
may  be  more  the  objedts  of  curiofity  than 
of  utility ;  yet  in  the  lowed  condition  of 
human  nature,  we  may  fturable  upon  fome- 
thing  unexpectedly  ufeful,  and  every  ftate 
may  furnifh  matter  for  inftruftive  reflec- 
tion. We  were  wifliing  the  other  day  that 
our  Englifli  cooks  were  to  learn  here  fome 
of  their  oeconomical  and  favoury  methods 
of  dreffing  fome  viands  and  vegetables,  in 
the  fteam  pf  the  pot ;  and  that  ofir  coun- 
try carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  might 
learn  fome  of  their  fimple  ways  of  work- 
ing, and  of  executing  great  works  with  fo 
few  tools  and  fo  little  afliftance.  The  moft 
polifhed  nations  may  find  fomething  to 
learn  from  the  moft  favage.  In  the  moun- 
tains, and  in  the  country,  men  make  their 
own  fhoes,  furniture,  and  utenfils,  which 
in  the  towns  is  the  work  of  feparate  pro- 
feflions.     Many  feem  to  pafs  their  time 

chiefly 
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chiefly  between  fitting,  fmoking,  and  fleep- 
ing,  all  of  which  they  prolong  much  be- 
yond what  is  ufual  in  Europe.  How  fo 
many  can  be  maintained  in  idlenefs,  and 
by  what  labour,  of  which  fo  little  is  to  be 
feen  in  the  country,  can  only  be  accounted 
for  from  their  wants  being  few. 

Sometimes  they  take  fits  of  riding,  which 
they  perform  in  the  other  extreme  of  rude 
exertion,  ufing  the  poor  horle  with  a 
roughnefs  and  violence  fitter  for  a  wild 
beaft  that  they  wifhed  to  tame,  with  a 
bridle  and  fpurs  of  a  tremendous  and 
cruel  conftrudion,  which  prefently  make 
his  mouth  and  fides  run  with  blood.  Thefe 
riding-fits  which  they  fometimes  take,  fecm- 
ingly  a-propos  to  nothing,  they  confider  aa 
a  kind  of  war-exercife :  the  moment  any 
of  thefe  fellows  gets  upon  a  horfe,  he  thinks 
of  fighting,  and  begins  to  go  through  the 
motions  of  it,  brandiihing  and  attacking  in 
their  way,  fo  that  you  would  think  him 
half  mad.  Individually  they  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  tolerably  good  light-horfe,  or  ra- 
ther as  n^aterials /c'/zr  enfatre^  if  they  could 

be 
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be  brought  to  any  regularity  and  .uniformity 
in  their  movements,  in  fome:  of  which  they 
are  fingly  very  dexterous  :  thar  methods  df 
attack,  with  their  crooked  fwords,  the  va- 
riety and  frequency  of  their  charges,  might 
be  made  to  have  great  effett,  efpecially  on 
troops  unaccuftomed  to  them.  I  believe 
General  Seidlitz  borrowed  many  of  his  ex- 
cellent ideas  of  cavalry  from  Turks  and 
Tartars,  fuch  troops  as  thefe.  They  have 
no  idea  of  any  r^ular  drill  or  exercife. 
They  fometimes  fire  and  throw  darts  at  a 
mark— generally  at  an  earthen  pot  or  a 
blown  bladder,  very  near,  under  fifty  yards^ 
But  their  boar-hunt  is  a  fine  nianly  diver- 
fion.  Hieir  foot-ball,  ovpallone^  as  in  Italy, 
is  good  exercife.  Some  jugglers  and  ftory- 
tellers,  who  exhibit  fometimes  to  the  crowd 
on  a  market-day,  form  the  fum  of  their 
public  diverfions. 

The  beft  part  of  this  government  is  the 
continuance  of  the  old  and  warlike  praflice 
of  the  prince  or  chief  appearing  frequently 
among  his  people  on  horfeback  :  it  is  now 
become  a  regular  audience  or  levee  two  or 
9  three 
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three^  times*  a  week  j  a  thing  fo  unexpe<3:ed 
hi  fech-a  country.  This  cttftom  ferves  toi 
check  fo  many  abufes,  and  to  keep  fo  many- 
people^  in  av^e,  that  I  foppofe  this  kind  of 
government  could  not  go  on  without  it. 
Under  a  really  great  and  wife  prince  it 
inight.be  made  the  means  of  doing  much- 
good  ;  arts,  induftry,  public  virtue,  might 
thereby  perhaps  be  confiderably  promoted, 
all  in  their  own  llmple  and  dire(9:  manner/ 
If  it  were  poffible  for  uncontrolled  power 
to  be  fteady,  uniform,  or  confiftent,  in  its 
proceedings ;  if  thefe  general  orders  of  the 
emperor,^  iflued  verbally  at  levees,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  wife  and  conneded  plan^ 
and. were  firmly  carried  into  execution; 
they  might  in  time  have  almoft  the  force 
of  laws,  and '  might  extend  much  farther 
throughout  the  country,  pofTeffing  the  great 
advantages  of  military  orders,  in  promptly* 
tude  and  obedience ;  but,  alas  !  no  human 
individual,  and  ftill  lefs  a  fucceffion  of  the:m, 
can  probably  ever  be  found  equal  to  fuch 
a  fituation  as  his.  To  do  any  gcfCfd  feem^ 
to  require  all  the  wifdom  of  the  *mdft.  en4 

light;ened 
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lightened  nation. — How  Itttle'can  be  dociB 
by  an  ignorant  defpot  is  eafy  to  imag^e. 

We  do  not  hear  of  any  one  wh6  is  fit  to 
fucceed  Muley  Idris  (the  prefent  emperor's 
uncle,  who  is  dying),  or  who  can  equal  him 
in  addrefs,  artifice,  extortion,  or  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  bufinefs  here ;  fo 
that  the  emperor  muft  now  have  upon  his 
own  fhoulders  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the 
nation,  which  will  not  therefore  be  better 
nor  more  expeditioufly  done :  he  cannot 
delegate  power  fufficient  for  any  bufinefs  ; 
he  has  confidence  in  no  man ;  his  trading 
this  uncle  fo  much,  feemed  partly  from 
early  habits.  His  phyfician,  your  poor 
Portuguefe  dodor,  Don  Juan,  we  hear  will 
be  in  danger  if  this  prince  dies ;  it  feems 
it  is  not  uncommon  here  to  put  a  dodor  to 
death  for  letting  his  patient  die — if  a  prince 
or  a  great  man. 

Their  money  weights  and  meafures  you 
there  knbw  with  their  commerce.  The 
tdeas  of  the  wifeft  here  on  thofe  fubjeds 

you 
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you  mayvbe  fure  are  barbaroufly  ignorant; 
their  hiftory  a  perpetual  variation ;  fome- 
times  attempting  to  borrow  European  ideas, 
but  without  even  knowledge  fufficient  to 
underftand  Or  adopt  them :  indeed  to  efta- 
blifli  any  thing  lafting  in  thefe  matters  re- 
quires ail  the  wifdom  and  liability  of  the 
beft  government.  But  few  or  none  of 
their  cuftoms  can  be  of  much  importance 
to  us,  where  none  have  a  tendency  or  lead 
to  virtue,  which  indeed  would  not  only  be 
ufdefs  but  obnoxious  here,  and  for  which 
we  cannot  find  there  is  any  term  in  their 
language. 

The  refped  they  pay  to  the  memory  o£ 
thtir  faints  might  be  well,  were  it  for  any 
thing  but  folly,  or  rather  an  artful  imbe- 
cility, by  which  thofe  people  enjoy  a  kind 
of  liberty  of  doing  what  they  pleafe,  and 
fcem  to  have  great  influence :  their  folly, 
which  is  generally  I  believe  aflfeded,  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  kind  of  infpiration ;  it  runs  ia 
families — but  you  know  the  particulars. 
Were  I  writing  to  one  at  a  diftance,  and 
Jefs  acquainted  with  this  country,  I  might 

Vol,  I.  N  be 
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be  more  circumftantial,  but  you  are  neither 
dift^Lfirnor  ignprant  enough  to  merit  a  par- 
ticular account  of  any  thing  here. 

You  fee  (bmething  like  .  religioii ;  and 
priefts  feem  fortunately  always  to  obtain 
fome  influence  over  men  through  all  the 
ftages  of  fociety,  and  more  efpecially  in  its 
earlier  periods,  for  which  indeed  it  feems 
more  peculiarly  adapted,  a^  a  neccflary 
fiipplcment  to  the  defeds  of  law  and  order; 
and  it  mud  continue  to  be  always  a  good 
appendix  to  the  code  whenever  it  can  be 
kept  within  bounds,  or  reformed  and  cur- 
tailed  of  fuperfluous  power  when  neceffary. 
As  the  cod^  of  laws  and  modes  of  educa* 
lion  lyecome  more  perfe£l,  the  neceffity  for 
a  fuperftitious  and  all-governing  religion 
probably  diminifhcs ;  and  the  authority  of 
its  profeffors  Ihonld  be  carefully  reg^dated 
and  reftrained  within  bounds  while  k  is 
praflicable,  and  before  they  gain  a  head 
of  power  not  afterwards  to  be  contrdied. 
You  know  fome  other  nations  have  not  been 
fo  fortunate  as  ours  in  thi^  refpefl:.  Here 
their  religion  feems  to  have  yet  too  much 
6  iafltiencc 
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influence  on  their  manners^  opinions,  an4 
conduft }  It  makea  th^m  hate  all  the  reft 
of  naankind^  and  occupies  too  much  of  th^it 
time. 

Religious  fan£luarles  here  fometiMes  ftop 
the  hand  of  bloody  a:nd  rapacious  tyranny^ 
and  tend  to  leffen  the  efFe<3:s  of  private  re* 
vengei  as  it  is  ufoal  for  people  to  take  re- 
fuge there  againft  their  enemies^  who  are 
generally  obliged  to  rcfpeft  them,  and  fome- 
times  againft  the  fovereign  himfelf^  though 
he  does  not  always  refped  them.  The 
cfiedh  of  them  might  be  of  fome  benefit, 
if  ti^y  could  be  made  to  protect  tfce  inno 
cent  and  not  the  guilty,  as  is  pretended ; 
but  we  know  cafes  to  the  contrary,  and  it 
is  notorious  that  the  guilty  have  been  there 
prc»e6:ed  as  in  Spain,  and  that  the  inno- 
cent have  been  given  up  to  the  fuperibr 
power  of  the  defpot,  whenever  his  intereft 
or  his  paflkfns  required  it. 

If  one  of  thefe  faints,  by  fome  fortunate 

chain  of  circumftances,  were  to  turn  out  to 

be  a  man  of  genius  and  information,  he 

N  2  might 
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might  do  what  he  pleafed  with  fuch  a 
people  ;  he  might  improve^  reform,  and 
new-model,  the  whole  nation  and  its  go- 
vernment. The  improbability  of  fuch  a  one 
ever  being  produced  here  baniflies  the  idea 
of  fpeculating  upon  it.  But  as  we  become 
interefted  in  our  own  fpeculations,  we  can- 
not help  looking  forward  with  a  degree  of 
pleafure^  and  hope  to  fome  future  period  of 
conquefl  or  colonization  of  this  country 
again  from  Europe ;  and  yet  upon  reflec- 
tion we  may  fear  it  is  ftill  far  diilant.  We 
have  not  yet,  I  fear,  got  near  enough  to-  the 
termination  of  the  long  period  of  fuperfli- 
tion  and  fanaticifm,  and  we  muft  pro- 
bably wait  for  that  of  reafon  before  fuch 
events  can  be  produced.  Though  the  Ma- 
homedan  conquefls  and  eflablifhment  are 
not  perhaps  fo  firm  and  intimate  here  as 
generally  imagined,  and  might  be  rather 
eafily  overturned  by  certain  operiations  from 
the  north,  affifted  by  colonies  from  the  fouth; 
but  mankind,   during  this  yet  fanatical  * 

•  Whatever  wc  may  think  of  ourfelves  and  the  north 
of  Europe,  Mahomedifm  and  the  fbuth  of  Europe  certainly 
ilili  defcrve  the  epithet  oi  fanatical. 

age, 
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age,    are    nowhere    fuflSlciently    qualified 
and  prepared  to  mix  well  and  intermarry 
with  the  natives,  nor  the  natives  with  them, 
not  even  in  the  countries  where  they  emi- 
grate mod  to  each  other,  though  fuch  mix- 
ture is  perhaps  the  only  way  to  fecure  any 
conqueft  or  eftabliihment,  and  to  improve 
the  human  race.    The  difficulties  generally 
proceed   from   their   diflfering  in  religious 
opinions.     Were  it  npt  for  the  barharous 
inveteracy  of  Mahomedifm,  we  might  hope 
in  time  to  fee  it  wear  down  by  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  give  way  to  the  weight  of  its 
own  abfurdities.     Its  future  hiftory  cannot 
yet  well  be  forefeen ;  it  feems  doubtful  if 
it  can  ever  again  become  fufficiently  ra- 
tional and  tolerant  to  admit  of  the  neceflary 
improvements  in  arts  and  government ;  or 
if  it  muft  go  in  ignorance  and  barbarity, 
and  at  laft  decline  by  its  own  corruption 
and  inconfiftencies,  till  fupplanted  by  fome 
new  fyftem  of.  fanaticifm.      There  is  no. 
giving  Mahomedans  any  ideas  of  liberty 
or  good  government  as  yet,  for  they  have 
no  notion  of  fovereignty  without  defpotic 
power. 

N3  To 
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To  fecure  and  to  civilke  this  coufitrjr,  I 
believe  it  *muft  be  done  by  military  colo- 
nies fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Romans :  I 
wi(h  you  could  fearch  and  find  out  all  the 
internal  police,  manners,  and  management, 
of  thofe.  Let  us  fuppofe  fuch  colonization 
to  happen  in  our  time,  or  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  fet  about  it :  fuch  fuppofitions  will 
quicken  your  diligence.  The  man  who 
does  not  frequently  build  caftlcs,  plant  co- 
lonies, and  gain  battles,  in  idea,  will  not 
probably  ever  do  any  thitig  of  the  kind  in 
reality.  If  I  were  to  have  any  hand  in 
their  formation,  I  fhould  probably  infift 
upon  fome  which  may  appear  to  you  fin- 
gularities — I  fhould  imitate  Penn,  and  have 
no  flate  religion,  but  fecure  a  complete  to- 
leration and  protedion  to  all  fe£ls— I  fhould 
have  more  women,  and  give  them  more  to 
fay  and  to  do  in  fuch  colonies  than  may 
correfpond  with  your  ideas  of  military  or 
even  of  civil  life-^I  fhould  be  for  the  fexes 
'  living  and  ad'ing  alniofl  perpetually  toge- 
ther, both  in  public  and  private,  as  tfce  firfl 
requifite  towards  civilization,  efpecially  in 
this  country  j  they  fhould  neither  eatj  drink, 

drefs. 
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tJrefs,  nor  do  almoft  any  thing  without  the 
prcfence  and  afliilance  of  each  other.  I 
think,  even  with  us,  the  fexcs  retiring  fo 
much  From  one  another  feldom  proceeds 
from  any  good  motive,  and  hat  no  good 
cfFeds;  here,  their  feparation  is  the  great 
impediment  to  all  the  advances  of  the  fpe- 
cies,  and  one  of  the  many  pernicious  con-* 
fequences  of  the  fubordinatiqn  of  one  fex 
to  the  other. 

The  importance  of  this  great  continent 
€r  peninfula  of  Africa  is  obvious,  and  its 
being  as  yet  fo  little  known  or  improved  is 
equally  furprifing  j  however,  many  parts 
of  it  are  known  to  be  capable  of  every  kind 
of  produce,  and  may  yet  again  fupply 
Europe,  fefc.  with  many  things  better  than 
now  by  diftant  colonies. 

The  native  and  natural  race  of  .man 
throughout  this  great  continent  is  probably 
the  blacky  of  two  kinds,  the  woolly-headed 
on  one  fide  of  the  peninfula,  and  the  long- 
haired on  the  other,  except  thofe  of/  Atlas 
and  the  northern  coaft,  where  they  were 
^  N  4     '  probably 
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probably  always  white  in  fome  degree; 
but  thefe  have  been  fo  frequently  mixed 
and  colonized  from  Europe  and  Afia,  that 
it  is  now  become  impoflible  to  diftinguifh 
the  indigenous  and  the  different  exotics ; 
however,  in  and  about  Atlas  are  the  coun- 
tries I  fhould  like  moft  to  explore,  if  it 
were  poilible;  and  I  fufped  it  is  not  £o 
impra£ticable,  nor  the  inhabitants  fo  wild 
and  barbarous,  as  generally  reported  and 
imagined.  We  might  there  difcover  many 
objedts  of  curiofity  and  of  utility-^in  thofe 
of  nature  and  of  antiquity — in  Roman  aud 
Carthaginian  remains — in.  the  different  lan- 
guages and  races  of  people — perhaps  the 
Punic  language.  When  this  country  was 
better  peopled  and  more  produftive,  the 
communication  between  the  northern  and 
fouthern  coafts,  and  with  fome  of  the  iix-F 
ternal  parts,  was  probably  much  greater 
than  we  yet  know  or  can  trace. ,  Carthage 
poffibly  drew  much  of  her  wealth  and 
greatnefs  from  that  fource.  In  Tunis,  and 
the  country  around  it,  they  fay  a  fpirit  of 
commerce  and  induftry  is  ftill  percep-^ 
tiblc. 

We 
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We  do  not  here  perceive  any  reality  in 
the  fuppofed  inferiority  of  the  black  race  to 
the  white,  but  often  the  contrary  j  fome  of 
the  beft  officers^  farmers,  workmen,  of  thia 
empire,  and  I  believe  of  feveral  othfers,  have 
been  of  that  race.  All  the  different  colours 
feem  to  be  nearly  of  the  fame  African  cha- 
ra^er,  comprehending  a  variety  of  tempera 
and  turns  of  mind  as  among  ourfelves; 
there  may  be  fome  fhades  of  difference^ 
phyfical,  and  hence  moral,  fomedmes  per- 
ceptible in  the  humour  and  temper  of  mind 
between  the  blacks  and  whites.;  the  black 
may  harve  rather  more  of  that  kind  of  vola- 
tile fenfibility,  or  irritability,  which  feems  to 
attend  the  human  character  as  it  approaches 
the  fun — warmer,  yet  weaker :  their  fenti- 
inents,  though  more  ardent,  feem  to  be 
more  t^nfient  than  ours ;  and  their  facul- 
ties, as  well  as  formation,  may  be  fomc- 
what  different,  but  not,  I  think,  beyond  the 
power  of  habit  s^^^isAvttation  to  model  and 
affimilate.  They  may  have  the  advantage 
in  fome  facultieys,  and  the  whites  in  o^hers^ 
and  I  doubt  not  but  great  characters  and  a 
great  nation  might  be  formed  of  thefe,  a$ 

well 
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well  as  of  other  human  beings ;  but  the 
world  Wants  yet  more  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience on  this  fubjedl:,  and  we  (hould  re- 
quire much  more  tefidence  and  more  atten- 
tion to  determine  any  thing  in  it :  this  is 
certainly  one  of  the  heft  countries  for  that 
purpofe ;  here  all  the  various  races  and  co- 
lours of  men  arc  nearly  on  the  fame  footing 
6f  eftimation,  unlefs  they  happen  to  be 
Jews  or  Chriftians,  and  they  may  be  con- 
fidefed  and  compared  in  all  the  different 
ftalions  that  this  ftate  of  fociety  affords, 
from  the  bafhaw  or  general  down  to  the 
menial  flave :  in  our  iflands  and  colonies 
We  fee  the  blacks  only  in  the  ftate  of 
flavery,  which  produces  always  a  diftinA 
and  fimilar  charadlen 

• '  The  fea-ports  are  the  moft  effential  parts 
of  a  country:  they  might  have  three  or 
four  tolerably  good  here,  by  a  little  ailift- 
ance  given  to  nature,  at  Santa  Cruz,  Mo^ 
godore,  Woladia;  and  perhaps  Tangier 
might  ftill  be  made  a  pretty  good  one,  by 
clearing  it,  and  rebuilding  the  mole,  which 
might  be  carried  much  farther  out.     If  the 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian  powers  had  continued  to  increafe 
and  improve  their  garrifons  and  ports  on 
this  coaft ;  they  might  by  this  time  have 
ferved  as  places  of  trade  and  friendly  in- 
tercourfe .  in  times  of  peace,  or  of  afylum, 
or  as  military  fchools,  in  cafe  of  vrar :  the 
people  around  ,would  have  liked  them  for 
the  fame  reafons  that  the  people  of  all  the 
fouthern  coails  of  Spain  and  Portugal  like 
to  have  the  Englilh  at  Gibraltar. 

But  J  this  government  can  never  probably 
be  fufficiently  fettled  to  undertake  or  finifh 
any  public  w^orks  that  require  -much  time; 
hardly  any  of  thefe  emperors  have  of  late 
been  able  to  finifli  even  a  houfe  to  live  im 
This  one  mounted  the  throne  with  the  rare 
advantage  of  having  no  competitor,  being 
'  an  only  fon  ;  an  advantage  which  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  whoever  he  may  be,  will  not  likely 
enjoy  :  his  more  favage  fons  may  probably 
vie  with  each  other  for  the  fucceffion,  as 
ufu^U  ^^^  ^Z^\^  drench  the  country  in 
bloj)d,  and  in  aU  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war* 


Such 
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*  Such  are  fome  of  the  obfervations  and 
ideas  that  have  occurred  of  the  conditioa 
of  mankind,  on  examining  and  comparing 
the  people  of  thefe  and  other  regions — 
of  their  arts,  ignorance,  opinions,  manners, 
chatadlers,  prejudices.  If  fome  of  them 
lead  to  conclufions  different  from  received 
opinions,  it  is  not  my  fault ;  1  do  not 
purpofely  fet  up  for  being  fingular.  If  you 
find  any  thing  to  correct  or  oppofe,  pray 
do  it — through  the  variety  of  contefted 
opinions  lies  the  road  to  truth.  Among 
other  confiderations  that  thefe  may  fuggeft 
to  you,  I  think  there  may  be  perceived,  in 
travelling  fouth  from  Dover  to  Morocco, 
a  curious  line  of  the  gradual  progreffion  of 
defpotifm — a  fpecies  of  government,  of 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  fome  princes  are 
apt  to  form  too  high  an  opinion ;  it  may 
be  well  to  fhew  them  its  cbnftant  and  «ver 
pernicious  effefls.  Such  might  be,  among 
the  great  and  beneficial  objects  of  travel, 

worthy 
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worthy  of  your  young  princes  when  of  a 
certain  age,  and  I  muft  confefs  an  ardent  am- 
bition to  be  of  the  party,  becaufe  I  think  I 
might  be  ufeful.  As  you  intend,  in  cafe  of 
that  event,  to  get  out  of  the  circle  of  Eu- 
ropean manners  and  ideas,  in  order  to  take 
a  more  enlarged  view  of  nature,  of  men, 
and  things ;  in  the  Mediterranean  part  of 
yoifr  tour,  you  might  here,  and  at  other 
places,  give  them  a  curfoiy  view  of  thia 
fpecies  of  government,  which  is  full  of  in- 
ftrudHve  leflbns  to  all,  but  more  efpecially 
to  princes.  A  nearier  infpedion  might  ferve 
to  increafe  their  abhorrence  of  it.  The 
temperate  and  virtuous  Spartans  could  read 
of  drunkennefs^  as  we  do  of  defpotifm,  but 
they  chofe  to  fhew  it  tO  their  children* 
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LETTER    I. 

Offirjl  ImpreJ/lans  and  OhjcQs  ofTraveL^^ 
Men  and  Things^ — Governments. — Truths 
of  Importance.^^Reading  inftifficient.^'-^f 
the  French. 


To  Mr.  C- 


St.  Omer,  1777. 

WE  are  always  ready  enough  to  bc-» 
lieve*  our  own  difcoveries  of  im- 
portance, and  are  eafily  pcrfuaded  that  the 
refult  of  oUr  labours  and  experience  ixuiy 

be 
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be  of  fervice,  at  leaft  to  our  friends.  You 
are  probably  right  in  conceiving  that  I  re- 
quire fome  encouragement*  Your  flatter-- 
ing  requeft  and  remarks  tend  to  raife  thefe 
of  mine  into  fome  new  confequence  in  my 
own  eyes,  and  may  induce  me  to  take  more 
pains  in  future,  and  endeavour  to  retain  for 
you  fome  more  of  thofe^  firft  imprcflions  as 
a  traveller,  which,  I  agree  with  you,  are  not 
always  the  worft,  nor  the  leaft  worth  pre- 
ferving. 

Of  the  different  countries  I  vifit,  I  have 
neither  time  nor  intention  to  trouble  you 
with  much  of  the  prefent  fafliionable  ftyle 
of  minutize  in  natural  hiftory  or  antiquities, 
nor  to  give  you  an  itinerary  catalogue  of 
all  the  fights  to  be  feen.  Without  fome  objefl: 
or  principle  in  view,  the  daily  accuipulation 
of  little  fads  and  particulars  tehds  only  to 
increafe  the  perplexity  and  confufion,  or  to 
enlarge  the  hoards  preparing  for  future  and 
uncertain  theories,  which  may  yet  long  con- 
tinue to  iucceed  each  other,  ^i\d  to  perplex 
mankind  before  they  arrive  at  the  truths  of 
importance*  I  like  beft  the  theo^  or  fyftem 

which 
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iTsrhich  is  formed  on  the  fpot,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  fads;  thofe  framed  ia 
our  clofets  arc  generaUy  wrong.  '  Of  the 
two  piaffes  of  objj^dts  in  this  world,  men 
and  things^  I  think  the  latter  occupies  too 
much  the  attention  of  travellers,  to  the 
negle^  of  the  former,  which  h  certainly 
the  moft  important. 

We  have  only  to  look  round  us  in  a  few 
4»fferei:it  countries  to  fee  that  on  govern*'- 
•ment  and  legiflation  depends  the  greateft 
part  of  the  ^appinefs  of  mankind  j  and  yet 
thefe  important  objects  feem  now  the  leaft 
attended  to  by  our  modern  travellers ;  nay, 
they  are  in  fome  danger  of  being  entirely 
excluded,  under  the  now  difgraceful  name 
of  politics,  from^  our  catalogue  of  fubjedls 
of  enquiry.  The  fages  of  antiquity — an 
Herodotus,  a  Pythagoras,  a  Lycurgus — 
thought  otherwife ;  to  obferve  the  laws, 
conilitutions,  and  manners,  of  other  coun- 
tries, in  order  to  improve  their  own,  were 
then  thought  to  be  motives  of  travel  worthy 
of  ^le  wifeil  and  greatefl  men. 

Vol.  I.  O  In 
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In  flxort,  I  am  habitually  inclined  to  con* 
fider  man  as  always  the  firft  obje£t  of  at- 
tention, and  other  things  in  fome  propor- 
tion to  their  connection  with  him  j  not 
that  I  intend  to  attempt  any.  thing  like  a 
complete  account  of  any  nation  or  people : 
A  few  fhort  (ketches  and  reflexions  on  the 
men  or  things,  as  they  may  chance  to  ftrike 
me  where  I  travel  or  refide,  I  mean  to  con- 
tinue ;  and  with  as  much  caution  as  prac- 
ticable againft  natural'or  habitual  prejudices > 
I  mean  to  attempt  at  once  to  give  you  fuch 
truths  as  may  feem  to  me  of  importance 
enough  for  your  notice  and  mine — life  be- 
ing too  fliort  to  forrii  voluminous  colledions 
of  little  fads,  and  wait  for  the  conclufions 
of  philofophers  thereon.  If  I  canfome- 
times  fucceed  in  pointing  out  the  right  road 
or  proper  objed  to  be  purfued  in  travelling, 
I  fhall  not  think  my  labour  loft. 

We  need  not  fear  that  the  fubjedts  for 
obfervation  are  yet  nearly  exhaufted  :  you 
future  travellers  may  comfort  yourfelves 
that  much  real  information  is  yet  to  be  ga- 
thered even  in  the  moft  beaten  paths  of 

your 
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your  predeceflbrs^  and  yoii  may  know  that 
uations  have  hardly  begun  to  learn  wifdom 
of  each  other,  and  that  none  of  them  are 
yet  (iifficiently  acquainted,  mixed,  and  con- 
nefted,  to  be  mu(?h  benefited  by  their  re- 
ipeftive  improvements;  but -as  they  mix 
and  become  more  intimately  united,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  whole  ;  fo  that  we 
are  every  way  encouraged  and  invited  by 
nature  to  travel  and  mingle  with  each  other, 
and  this  is  much  better  than  reading  about 
one  another  in  books,  from  which  I  wifh 
you.  to  beware  of  expeding  too  much; 
they  naay  dired  you  to  ufeful  and  real 
knowledge,  but  can  feldom  fupply  its  place ; 
on  them  may  be  built  a  large  and  necefl^ry 
part  of  the  ftructure  of  education,  but  not 
the  whole,  as  fome  of  our  learned  I  fear  are 
too  apt  to  imagine  :  to  know,  we  muft  fee 
at  leafl:  in  many  things  reading  will  give 
but  imperfed  ideas,  and  particularly  in  ob- 
jedts  of  fight. 

Of  the  French  nation  I  (hall  give  you 

only  a  few  remarks  en  pajfant.     Stationed 

in  the  centre  of  the  civilized  world,  their 

O  2  charader, 
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charadler,  hiftory,  and  their  influence,  are 
too  generally  known  and  felt  to  require 
much  more  illuflxation — ^they  are  as  yet 
better  known  to  you  than  you  to  them. 
Small  as  the  diftance  is  that  feparates  the 
two  nations,  in  the  firft  boat  you  may  ob- 
ferve  upon  their  coaft,  may  be  feen  the 
great  difference  between  the  two  races  of 
people,  and  that  difference  appears,  efpe- 
cially  at  firft,  to  be  much  in  favour  of  our 
countrymen^  The  Englifti  failors  who  na- 
vigate our  veffels  are  ftrong,  filent,  labori- 
ous, methodical ;  thofe  on  board  the  Ffench 
veffels  and  boats  are  a  poor,,  weak,  and 
ragged  race,  wrangling  and  buftling,  rather 
than  working,  with  great  noife  but  little 
ikill,  the  effedis  not  correfponding  to  their 
apparent  exertions.  On  examining  the 
workmanfhip  and  materials  of  every  thing 
about  them — of  their  yeflels,  utenfils,  cloth- 
ing— we  may  already  draw  conclufions  of 
the  inferior  ftate  of  the  ufeful  arts  and  in- 
duftry  of  France.  Nor  do  we  find  reafon 
to  change  our  opinion  on  going  a-fhore— 
whether  we  infped:  the  town  or  country, 
the  ihops,  houfes,  offices^  the  fields,  fences, 
\  carriages. 
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carriages,  cattle,  or  their  different  tradefmen 
at  work,  the  Eqglifh  fuperiority  is  every- 
where manifflft  ia  all  kinds  of  workman-* 
ihip,  and  more  pailicularly  where  ftrength 
is  required  either  in  the  work  or  work- 
men* 

Generally  bad  mechanics,  they  can  fel- 
dom  make  any  thing  ftrong  without  mak- 
ing it  clumfy,  nor  contrive  any  machine  to 
^nfwer  different  purpofes  without  making  it 
too  complicated.  And  it  feems  as  if  all  th« 
bad  materials  of  Europe  came  to  the  French 
market,  as  iron,  timber,  leather,  tools,  and 
various  matters  for  different  .trades  and  ma- 
n«fa<3:ures.  Indeed  the  London  market,  I 
believe,  engroffes  the  beft  of  the  produce  in 
many  things  throughout  the  commercial 
world.  You  may  fee  in  our  friend  B.'s 
books  the  difference  he  makes  in  the  price 
of  infurance  between  a  French  and  an 
Englifti  fhip.. 

I  fee  neither  truth  nor  wifdom  in  preach- 
ing the  doftriae  that  one  fometimes  hears 
O  3  mdlur 


198        LETTERS    FROM    FRANCE. 

maintained  of  late,  by  fome  young  men,  that 
their  feamen  are  every  way  equal  to  ours. 

In  fome  cafes  we  may  ftill  thin|f  our  pre- 
judice not  ill  founded,  of  one  ^nglifhman 
being  equal  to  two  Frenphmeij.  I  already 
know  feveral  trades,  in  which  the  work 
commonly  done  is  at  leaft  in  that  propor- 
tion. I  think  they  are  evidently  a  more 
feeble  race,  and  do  not  probably  exert  the 
ftrength  they  have,  equal  to  our  workmen. 
But  they  have  far  more'  vivacity,  cheerful- 
nefs,  and  good  humour — a  reftkfs  a^ivity, 
and  may  feldomer  be  inclined  to  idlenefs 
than  Englifh  workmen,  though  their  la- 
bour is  lefs  produdlive.  They  feem  not 
fo  much  engrofled  by  their  work  as  in  hafte 
to  have  done.  They  generally  employ 
more  hands  than  we  do  to  the  fame  kind 
of  work.  You  know  the  example  of  three 
men  to  fix  a  horfe-flioe,  which  with  us  is 
done  by  one. 

With  thefe  prepofleflions,  fo  readily  fug- 
gefted  by  firft  appearances,  and  perhaps  a 

little 
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little  out  of  humour  with  fome  unexpected 
troubles  and  diflSculties  in  getting  what  we 
want,  which  Jw  not  uncommon  here,  we 
may  require  fome  time  to  become  fuffici- 
cntly  cool  and  impartial  to  perceive  what  is 
really  good  or  worthy  of  imitation.  You 
may  not,  for  example,  at  firft  attend  to 
their  excellent  police — ^to  their  fpacious  and 
fuperior  manner  of  building,  though  badly 
finifhed'^to  their  polite  and  agreeable  man- 
ner— to  their  eafy  and  fimple  ways  of  con- 
triving in  fome  of  the  conveniencies  and 
common  modes  of  life— ^and  to  the  habits 
of  oeconomy  which  our  children  may  learn. 
The  fmall  expence  and  trouble  attending 
their  drefs,  focieties,  balls,  theatres,  we  find 
very  comfortable  and  pleafant, 

I  think  we  can  already  perceive  that,  not- 
withftanding  their  poverty  and  weaknefs, 
they  may  be  a  happier  people  than  we. 
They  fortunately^  think  they  have  every 
thing  comme  ilfaut^  while  we,  fuUenly  wife 
and  profound,  are  difcontented  with  much 
pf  our  own,  and  with  ftill  more  pf  theirs. 
O4  We 
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\Ve  pretend  to  find  among  them  triany 
things  deteftable,  much  below,  and  very 
little  above,  mediocrity,  excfept  their  own 
conceit  of  themfelves,  which,  perhapi  hap- 
pily fot  them,  paffes  ill  ordinary  boutidfti 

The  diftinguifhable  races  of  people,  as  if 
yet  unmixed,  to  be  met  with  in  neighbour- 
ing countries,  forms  a  curious  fubje<5l  of 
fpeculation.  Each  name,  chn,  diftrid,  or 
family,  efpecially  if  diftaht  from  any  capital 
or  commercial  intercourfe,  preferves  ^  phy- 
fical  and  moral  character,  diftindi  and  vi- 
fible.  To  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  thefe 
Charadkeriftic  diftindions  inight  be  curious, 
Arid  perhaps  ufeful.  If  we  could  with  ccr-* 
tainty  decide  on  what  it  may  depend,  differ- 
ent races  of  human  beings  might  be  bred 
for  different  purpofes.  Some  whole  races 
feem  born  for  the  fword,  and  others  for  the 
pen,  commerce,  politics.  If  we  coiiW  labe 
^s  riiuch  pains  with  the  human  race  ks  we 
frequently  do  with  that  of  our  horfeft,  wfe 
might  probably  fucceed  as  well. — We  miglit 
have  military  coldnies  of  toouiitaineerii  and 

a  par- 
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&  particular  breed  of  men  for  each  profeflioil 
of  importante* 

As  to  bodily  ftrerjgtb,  I  think  the 
Englifh  make  ot  figure  is  generally  more 
favourable  to  it  th^n  that  of  the  French.  The 
greater  length  of  back  or  pf  the  body  in 
the  latter,  I  confider  as  a  caufe  of  weakr 
nefs.  I  know  not  if  our  friend  J.  Hunter, 
.or  any  /anatomift,  has  made  comparative 
difle£tions  of  different  nations,  or  if  the 
French  have  a  vertebra  more  in  the  back 
than  their  neighbours.  This  may  appear 
jocular,  but  we  know  the  reality  and  the 
eflfedts  of  this  deficiency  of  ftrength,  in  their 
troops,  on  various  occafions,  as  during  a 
long  march  or  campaign.  Perhaps  that 
difference  of  bodily  figure  and  proportions 
may  be  afcribed  to  their  method  of  fwath- 
ing  their  children,  together  with  poornefs 
of  food.  Not  only  the  quantity,  but  like-^ 
wife  the  nutritive  quality,  of  both  animal 
and  vegetable  food  are  I  believe  generally 
inferior,  in  a  flate  of  poor  cultivation ;  and 
it  does  not  then  produce  that  ftrength  and 

vigour 
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vigour  of  body  or  mind  neceflary  to  exer- 
tion. Poverty,  or  want  of  capital,  like- 
wife  prevents  their  attempting  improve- 
ments in  agriculture.  So  that  weaknefs 
and  inability,  like  many  other  evils,  tend 
in  various  ways  to  perpetuate  themfelves. 


LETTERS    FROM   FRANCE*       203 


LETTER    IL 

Of  PrepoJfeJJions. — French   Regulations.-^ 
Their  Indujiry^  Chara&er^  Separations* — 
Si%e  and  Forms  of  Government* — Uni- 
formity*— Tyranny. 

St.  Omers. 

NOtwithftanding  what  our  very  faceti- 
ous travellers  may  write,  I  do  not 
find  that  many  of  us  get  fo  very  foon  into 
good-humour  with  every  thing  we  find, 
good  or  bad,  or  fo  very  readily  leave  all  our 
old  habits  arid  prejudices  at  home*  We 
have  been  to  Paris,  Bourdeaux,  ^c.  by  one 
road,  and  returned  hither  by  another.  As 
the  countries  we  have  pafled  through  are 
pretty  well  known,  I  fhall  only  trouble  you 
with  a  few  general  obfervations. 

As  we  advance  into  France,  we  find  our- 
felves  interrupted  and  teazed  with  multi- 
tudes of  new  orders  and  regulations ;  each 
town,  each  clafs,  each   province,   and  in 

fliort 
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fhoTt  every  fpecies  of  public  bufmefs,  we 
can  prefently  perceive  to  be  overloaded  with 
regulations,  and  with  people  to  fee  them 
executed.  There  is  not  only  over-regula- 
tion, but  perpetual  differences  in  the  man- 
ner. Every  day's  journey  produces  fome 
new  variation.  What  is  right  here,  is 
wrong  a  few  leagues  hence  j  and  we  may 
be  fearched  and  fubjedted  to  frefh  difjputes 
and  difficulties  almoft  every  day  we  travel. 
But  thefe,  and  fuch  peculiarities,  you  pro- 
bably know  from  other  travellers,  and  can 
flifpenle  with  my  being  more  particular. 

There  feems  to  be  in  human  nature  a 
ftrong  propenfity  to  legiflate,  and  to  mul- 
tiply laws  even  in  thofe  fituations  where 
none  of  real  confequence  or  utility  can  be 
made  or  executed.  Does  the  French  go- 
vernment mean  by  this  falfe  difplay  of  in- 
cfie£tual  law  and  regularity  to  deceive  or 
to  torment  iis  and  their  own  fubjeds  ?  Is 
it  to  magnify  their  public  wifdom  and  po- 
licy ?  It  ftrikes  us  that  many  of  thefe  very 
regulations  tend  to  impede  the  bufinefs  they 
are  prof^efledly  eftablifhed  to  promote. 

With 


LETTERS   fROM   FRAJTCE*       a*S 

With  fuch  (hackles  on  internal  commu- 
nlcatien,  how  can  they  ever  become  a  comi* 
mercial  peopled  and  commerce  appears 
now  to  be  the  nnivcrfal  objedJ;  of  national 
ambltk>n/  And  how  they  g^  to  their  pre* 
fent  degree  of  induftry  (which  is  above  me- 
diocrity), is  not  eafily  explained*  Their 
fingular  character  will  hardly  account  for 
it  all.  To  be  fure,  that  happy  but  unfeel*- 
ing  flow  of  fpirit&  which  makes  them  eafy 
undei;  every  fpecies  of  ad verfity,  even  under 
fkvery  itfeif,  and  which  we  are  often  at  a 
lofs  whether  to  admire  or  d^pife^  carries 
them  farther  on,  and  produces  more  exer- 
tion under  the  worft  kind  o£  government 
than  any  other  people  we  know.  They 
can  exert  themfelves  after  repeated  difap« 
pointments  to  a  very  confiderable  degree^ 
without  any  frefli  encour^gfement  or  fecu-», 
rity.  They  feem  eafily  and  willingly  de- 
ceived by  a  fhew  of  law,  of  forms,  and 
tribunals,  into  a  hope  of  fecurity ;  and  this 
aftually  produces  many  of  the  effe<a:s  of 
reality,  whenever  their  government  is  wiJGb 
enough  to  conceal  for  any  time  the  claw  xjf 
7  its 


2o6       LETXERS    FROM  FRANCfi. 

its  power--^not  that  I  think  *  now  <juite  lo 
highly  of  their  induftry  as  I  did  at  a  dif* 
tance.  In  that,  as  in  feveral  other  things, 
they  have  contrived  to  get  a  greater  repu- 
tation than  they  deferve.  By  increafing.the 
difficulties  to  export  their  produce,  and  to 
communicate  mutual  affiftance  between  ;the 
provinces,  their,  government  has  fet  bounds 
to  their  natural  activity.  For  thofe  things 
which  cannot  be  carried  to  market  will 
either  ceafe  to  be  made,  or  only  that  qtian- 
tity  will  be  produped  which  is  fufficicnt  for 
a  fmali  confumption  at  home,  and  near  it. 

This  tormenting  feparation  of  provinces, 
and  diflference  of  laws  within  the  fame 
kingdom,  feems  to  be  eftablifhed  or  con- 
tinued on  purpofe  to  divide  and  govern, 
and  perhaps  to  impoverifli,  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  defpotifm,  which  is  too  apt  to  adopt  fuch 
timid  and  infidious  policy. 

The  French  provinces  were,  you  know, 
anciently  fo  many  independent  ftates,  now 
confolidated  into  one  great  monarchy  j  but 

that 
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that  jundion  ftill  remaining  fo  incomplete 
leaves  room  for  the  above  fufpicions* 

Moft  princes  have  now  fufEcient  power, 
if  they  were  willing  and  adive  enough,  to 
introduce  an  uniformity  of  good  laws 
throughout  their  dominions;  and  its  not 
being  done,  indicates  too  plainly  fome  fmif- 
ter  defign  or  carelefs  indifference. — ^Uncon- 
trolled power  is  naturally  fubjed  to  both. 

The  few  attempts  that  have  been  made 
in  France  towards  that  uniformity  I  believe 
you  will  find,  by  their  hiftory,  have  wanted 
both  fincerity  and  perfeverance.  Nor  have 
they  ever  gone  far  enough  in  the  laborious 
work  of  reformation  to  know  the  difficulties 
of  it,  for  thefe  are  always  great  and  nu- 
merous. Rome,  even  in  the  time  of  Caefar, 
was,  you  know,  incapable  of  liberty.  Their 
ancient  charader,  manners,  and  conftitu- 
tion,  were  together  irrecoverably  lofl:  j  and 
this  I  fufpe£l  may  be  the  cafe  with  France 
fince  the  lofs  of  their  conftitution,  and  of  all 
the  habits  and  principles  of  their  freedom* 

Oa 
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On  the.projpcir  divifioa  of  the  Airorid 
into  nations  of  a  proper  and  govern- 
able fize,  probably  depends  much  of  the 
improvement  of  mankind*  We  have  feen 
the  too  fmall  and  the  too  l^rge  equally 
incapable  of  duration  and  of  advance* 
ment — the  one  unwieldy,  and  the  other 
too  weak*  The  Roman  empire  became 
too  extenfive,  and  had  never  probably, 
except  at  firft,  a  form  of  government 
well  fuited  to  its  extent.  The  numerous 
unequal  pieces  into  which  it  was  afterwards 
broken,  were  too  fmall  and  unfubftan*- 
tial  to  laft  long^  The  various  attempts  that 
have  fmce  been  made  to  re*-unite  fome  of 
them,  have  feldom  as  yet  fucceeded  in  re- 
moving the  ill  efieds  of  that  diviiion,  which 
Biay  yet  produce  much  mifchief  before  men 
can  difcover  and  get  into  the  right  fize,  as 
well  as  the  right  forms,  of  government.  As 
to  the  form,  I  think  they  might  learn  more 
from  England  than  from  all  the  reft  of  the 
world,  if  nations  could  again  get  into  the 
way  of  learning  and  bcmrowing  laws  and 
jbftitutions  from  their  neighbours,  like  the 
ancient  Greeks.     Where  any  freedom  of 

enquby 
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enquiry  exifts,  they  may  go  ofi  by  degrees 
to  learn ;  and  as  the  people  open  their  eyet 
and  fee  their  chains,  they  may  iftake  vari- 
ous efforts  for  relief,  but  they  are  hardly 
any  where,  except  che%  nous^  as  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  informed  to  know  even  their  ob- 
]tQiy  and  ftill  lefs  the  road  to  it* 

The  general  ideas  of  law,  juftice,  go- 
vernment, here,  after  all  their  fine  writings 
upon  it,  are  yet  too  flavifh,  confufed,  or  in- 
adequate J  and  this  will  probably  appear  in 
their  future  attempts  to  reform.  Were 
they  even  to  have  their  etats  generaux  re- 
ftored,  with  their  prefent  inadequate  ideas 
of  reprefentation  and  eledlions,  heated  with 
fome  wild  impradicable  American  ideas  of 
liberty,  they  would  probably- run  into  fome 
pernicious  extreme,  or  would  perpetually, 
difagree  both  in  the  fyftem  and  the  means. 
Ages  of  experimental  enquiry,  and  of  li- 
berty gradually  acquired,  are  probably  ne* 
ceflary  to  know  the  right  plan,  and  as  much 
more  to  put  it  in  execution. 

Modern  tyranny,  though  more  gentle,  is 

not  perhaps  much  lefs  oppreflive  than  the 
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ancient,  and  probably  more  timid  and  in- 
dolent. Whatever  may  favour  that  indo- 
lence, and  facilitate  the  ruling  and  draining 
their  fubjeds,  will  be  adopted  by  fuch  a 
government,  in  preference  to  any  thing  that 
would  make  them  rich  and  happy,  left  they 
fhould  become  infolent  when  ill  treated. 

Happily  for  mankind,  arbitrary  power 
often  defeats  its  own  purpofes  ;  and  in 
proportipn  as  it  deviates  from  honefty  and 
fimplicity,  creates  to  itfelf  trouble  and  dif- 
appointraent.  By  experience  it  fometimes 
difcovers  that  thefe  animals,  the  people, 
muft  at  leaft  be  fed  as  they  work,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  ufeful  exertions  to  be  ex- 
pected from  them ;  and  hence  often  arife  a 
number  of  overwife  regulations  for  that 
purpofe ;  but,  though  better  than  nothing, 
none  of  thefe  provifional  regulations  are 
equal  to  the  fimple  one,  of  letting  them  feed 
themfelves  from  their  own  labour.  For 
this  end,  protection  and  fecurity  are  fuffi- 
cient.  The  lefs  government  interferes  in  the 
detail  of  domeftic  oeconomy  of  the  fubjeCt, 
the  better* 

'  That 
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That  of  governing  too  much  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  worft,  and  yet  the  moft  common, 
faults  of  modern  policy ;  and  one  of  its 
worft  effedls,  and  which  feems  to  be  the 
leaft  noticed,  is,  that  in  the  progrefs  towards 
llavery  the  people  gradually  lofe  their 
powers  and  exertions,  and  at  length  be- 
come fo  weak  as  to  look  up  to  government 
for  almoft  every  thii^,  and  even  perhaps  at 
laft  like  children  to  be  fed* 

Here  gova-nment,  or  the  king,  is  already 
fuppofed  and  expedled  to  do  every  thing 
that  concerns  the  public  or  any  part 
of  it.  Such  things  as  with  us  are  done  by 
townfhips  or  counties,  by  individuals  or 
iiibfcriptions,  as  roads,  canals,  fea-ports, 
piers,  ftoring  up  provifions,  regulating 
prices;  even  ftage-coaches,  it  feems, 
cannot  be  tolerably  eftablifhed  but  by  bis 
majefty  becoming  proprietor.  In  other 
countries  trade  fupports  the  ftate  ; ,  in  this 
the  ftate  muft  fupport  trade :  every  trifliag 
thing  here  requires  the  hand  of  govern^ 
ment* 
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LETTER    IIL 

Of  Agrtcttlture.---tbe  People. — Tbeir  Dc^ 
dine  J  and  Importance. 

EXCEPT  in  the  wine  countries,  we 
meet  with  little  elfe  but  com-huf- 
bandry  j  no  proportional  number  of  cattle 
nor  a  grafs  farm  to  be  feen^  though  thefe 
are  probably  the  life  and  foul  of  agricul- 
ture. In  the  proper  number  of  animals 
to  labour^^to  manure^  and  to  feed  upon  the 
land,  probably  confifts  the  main  i^ring  and 
force  of  agriculture,  which  improves  with 
population;  and  thence  may  proceed  the 
greateft  and  beft  kind  of  national  wealth, 
ftrength,  and  profperity,  and  which  by  fuch 
means  may  yet  be  carried  to  an  extent 
hitherto  little  known  and  Icfs  pradtifed,  ex- 
cept perhaps  in  fomc  part*  of  China^  of  the 
Ipw  countries^  and  ne^ar  forae  towns* 

The  few   cattle  they  have  throughout 
moft  parts  of  France  are  too  generally  but 

miferable 
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miferable  cairion.  The  horfes,  the  oxen, 
the  fheep,  all  feem  of  a  poor  degenerate 
race,  and  all  of  the  fame  kind — no  va- 
riety nor  crofs  breeds  of  them,  as  in  Eng- 
land. , 

Animal  life  in  gerieral  does  not  appear 
to  be  in  a  condition  of  much  vigour  or. 
energy  throughout  this  kingdom,  till  we 
begin  to  leave  it  and  afcend  the  mountains 
by  which  it  is  bounded  on  either  fide — ^the 
Alps  or  Pyrenees  j  or  till  we  enter  the  rich 
plains  of  Flanders,  where  we  find  more  fize 
and  flrength,  although  becoming  grofs  and , 
heavy^ 

Their  com  countries  are  moftly  large, 
naked,  melancholy  plains,  without  trees, 
fences  or  divifions,  and  thinly  inhabited  by 
a  poor,  weak,  and  fickly  race,  too  often  in. 
rags  and  wooden  fboes :  thus  the  labouring 
and  moft  ufeful  part  of  the  nation  is  con* 
fidered  and  treated  with  rigour  and  con- 
tempt. The  term  peupkj  fo  far  from  cpn- 
vey^ing  ideas  of  refpedtj^  greataefs,  benevo- 
P3  •    Icnce, 
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Icnce,  or  importance,  feems  here  a  term  of 
reproach.  The  phrafe  majejly  of  the  people^ 
borrowed  from  thp  ancients,  and  which  you 
read  in  their  authors,  is  neverthelefs  unfelt 
and  unknown,  except  among  a  few  fecluded 
philofophers. 

Is  It  not  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
Englifh  people  may  likewife  in  time  lofe 
that  refpedt  and  influence  which  they  have 
been  accuftomed  to  aflert,  though  fometimes 
with  infolence,  unlefs  it  be  ;more  ailiduoufly 
Supported  by  wife  regulations?  On  their 
confequence  being  kept  up,  with  all  its  in- 
conveniences, probably  depends  moft  of 
your  national  fuperiority.  That  fuperior 
fpirit  of  exertion,  of  induftry,  a»d  enter- 
prife,  in  which  they  go  beyond  any  other 
people  I  know,  probably  proceeds  from  a 
certain  noble  opinion  of  themfelves,  and 
of  their  own  importance.  Perhaps  nothing 
but  the  other  two  branches  of  the  legiflature 
being  obliged  to  court  the  people,  could  fo 
long  have  preferved  their  importance  in  the 
ftate. 

But 
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But  are  there  not  certain  degrees  of  cor- 
ruption and  debility,  a  gradual  change  df 
manners,  and  hence  of  government,  which 
neceflarily  attend  a  high  ftate  of  civiliza^ 
tion,  and  which  may  fmk  them  to  a  level 
with  their  neighbours,  unlefs  fome  means 
can  be  found  to  countera6t  them  ?  Different 
degrees  of  arts  and  civilization  may  require 
different  laws  and  regulations.  The  fpirit 
of  liberty  muft  be  proportionate  to  times 
and  circumftances.  The  fame  fpecies  of 
freedom  and  licentioufnefs  that  might  have 
been  formerly  neceffary,  and  the  few  regu- 
lations and  reftraints  that  were  found  to  be 
fufficient,  may  not  be  fo  now.  And  un- 
lefs you  arrange  and  regulate  the  people 
better,  for  both  civil  and  military  purpdfes, 
and  thereby  fecure  their  importance  in  the 
ftate  with  proper  fubordination,  they  may, 
through  anarchy,  fall  into  the  fame  kind 
of  languid  impotence  and  contempt  With 
moft  of  the  people  throughout  the  reft  of 
the  world ;  and  the  weight,  the  fuperiority 
of  your  nation  will  fall  with  them. 
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The  mifchievous  arwirchy  of  the  demo- 
cratic fpirit  might  certainly  be  obviated  by- 
wife  regulations,  and  without  lofiag  its  be- 
neficial effeO:8. 

One  would  fomethn^s  be  tempted  to 
believe  even  cur  government  capaUe,  at 
times,  of  a  certain  finifter  policy,  of  leav- 
ing the  people  in  a  fiate  of  confufion, 
that  they  may,  by  their  excefles,  bring 
themfelves  and  their  caufe  into  difgrace; 
and  that  our  different  parties  too  often 
tacitly  agree  in  that  negle<a,  or  fecrctly  im- 
pede the  neceffary  remedies.  Is  this  mere- 
ly for  the  chances  fumilhed  to  the  fiftiing 
in  troubled  waters  ?  A  miferable  defperate 
game!  However,  you  ftand  a  noble  in- 
fiance  to  fhew,  with  how  little  force  and 
coercion  a  people  may  be  governed.  Yet 
your  wifeft  fovereigns  have  probably  made 
the  moft.  arrangements,  and  had  always 
thofe  eflential  points  of  defence  and  police  zt 
once  in  view ;  but  they  did  not,  as  here, 
fo  heavily  over-burden  the  people  with 
fuperfluous  and  oppreflive  regulations. 
Such  were  your  Alfreds  and  Elizabeths; 

and 
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and  it  is  probably  ftill  to  the  prince  you 
are  to  look  up,  for  the  only  efiedual  poli- 
tical remedies  to  the  evils  that  threaten  you* 
You  can  never  expe£fc  your  people  nor 
your  parliaments  to  reform  themfelves* 
You  ihould  try  by  education  to  form  a 
Lycurgus  (if  it  be  poffible  for  thefe  modern 
and  civilized  times  to  produce  fuch  a 
prince) ;  I  fee  no  other  remedy  for  you,  if 
you  are  in  danger.  But,  for  all  your  loud 
complsunts  and  apparent  confufion,  it  may 
be  doubted  if  any  great  reform  be  yet  ne- 
ceflary  in  your  government  or  conftitution, 
though  neither  are  perfeft.  The  evils  are 
not  yet  probably  come  to  that  height  as 
to  rifk  the'  pofEble  evils  of  any  confider- 
able  change;  and  perhaps  no  great  re- 
form is  pradicable,  without  fome  violent 
fhock  or  neceffity,  fome  public  danger  or 
diftrefs. 

Be  not  fo  afraid  of  the  exertions  and 
interruptions  of  war.  '  If  it  can  be  ma- 
naged with  tolerable  prudence  and  oecono- 
my,  it  may  produce  more  reform  than  a 
long  peace,  which  is  too  often  but  a  gra- 

^     dual 
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dual  decay.  War  maj^  force  you  to  re- 
gulate yourfelves  for  defehce;  by  which 
certain  points  of  internal  police  may  be 
obtained,  which  might  otherwife  long 
remain  negleded. 
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LETTER    IV. 

Of  Government. — French  Impediment  to  Im^ 
provement. — Their  Landsy  Cattle^  Farm-- 
ing.^— Of  Flanders. 

THE  circumftances  of  the  times,  and 
of  this  journey  in  particular,  muft,  I 
fee,  inevitably  give  a  political  turn  to  thi^ 
correfpondence ;  and  as  I  cannot  have 
much  new  information  to  give  you  con- 
cerning this  country,  Imay  therefore  in- 
dulge in  a  variety  of  fpeculations  as  things 
occur  to  call  them  forth.  The  poverty  aiul 
oppreffion  of  the  lower  clafles,  the  injuri- 
ous divifion  of  property,  in  this  and  many 
other  countries,  produce  a  variety  of  re-% 
flections  ojti  the  fate  of  man,  on  the  ma-' 
nagemeat  of  fociety,  &c. 

i 

Is  there  no  kind  of  government  yet  dif- 
eovered  that  can  be  eftablifhed  on  prin« 
ciples  of  gradual  improvement,  inllead  of 

going 
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going  io  a  contrary  direftion?  No  one 
that  fhould  keep  pace  with  the  advances  of 
men  in  the  other  arts  ?  For  all,  or  moft  of 
thofe  that  have  hitherto  been  feen  in  the 
world,  feem,  by  degrees,  to  degenerate 
frotafi  the  time  of  their  firft  inftitucbn,  or 
fubfcquent  revolutions,  each  of  which 
ieems  to  contain  the  feeds  and  necefHty  of 
others* 

I  wifh  to  bdieve  our  gova*nmeiit  Im« 
proving,  but  am  often  in  dovkt.  In  your 
Houfe  of  ConunoQs  there  appears,  in  the 
operation  of  Mr.  Grenville's  Bill^  a  finaU 
iburce  of  amendment ;  gradual,  and  there- 
fore prqper  for  a  time  of  peace.  This 
luy,  at  length,  prepare  the  way  for  more 
important  and  ialutary  reformation,  pro«* 
inded  you  can  preferve  and  profit  by  .  it, 
before  more  mifchievous  defe£bs  overtake 
yowu  Seizing  the  opportunity  of  improving 
the  mode  of  election  in  your  boroi^hs  as 
they  mifbehaye,  may  have  fome  good  ef- 
feds  on  the  conititution ;  and  it  may  re- 
ikain  the  daring  fpirit  of  corruption  within 
the  bounds  of  decency,  and  make  them  at 

ieaft 


LETTERS   FROM   FRANCg.        «ti 

leaft  pretend  to  honefty :  the  neceffity  c£ 
concealing  a  crime  mvft  tend  to  impede 
and  diminifh  it.  If  the  wifdom  and  virtue 
of  the  nation  could  once  be  coUefted  in  its 
councils,  great  and  beneficial  mcafurcs 
might  no  doubt  be  adopted.  The  people 
felling  their  votes  fhews  that  thofe  votes 
are  worth  fomething,  and  tjie  price  may 
ferveas  an  eftimate  of  their  importance. 
But  in  fuch  a  fyilem  of  corruption,  how 
long  they  can  retain  thofe  votes  to  fell, 
and  how  foon  they  may  be  brought  to  feli 
the  righ\  itfelf,  are  queftions  of  import* 
ance* 

But  to  proceed  with  our  French  journey. 
On  looking  over  my  journal,  I  find  th« 
chief  part  of  the  travelling  notes  turn  upon 
agriculture, — on  different  trades  in  towns 
and  villages,— price  of  labour;  in  all  o£ 
which  the  ftriking  circumftance  is,  that 
government,  on  every  occafion,  and  in 
every  refped,  too  much  interferes. 

Many  letters  might  -be  written  on  each 
of  thefe  fubjcdis,  by  thofe  who  love  to  be^ 

•  particular^ 
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particular  and  voluminous.  But  I  deal  in 
generals,  and  love  brevity ;  and  you  poflefs 
the  ufeful  arts  in  England  to,  a  more  perfeft 
degree ;  £o  that  there  is  little  to  be  learned 
here,  but  from  their  faults. 

You  may  partly  know,  from  various  aur 
thors,  how  the  progrefs  of  agriculture,  and 
the  other  ufeful  trades  that  are  connedcd 
with  it,  have  been  obftrufted  here  by  a 
variety  of  caufes*  befides  thofe  of  fuperflu- 
ous  and  oppreflive  regulations :  but  to  in- 
veftigate  thofe  caufes  on  the  (pot,  may  be 
the  moft  important  leffon  to  be  learned  in 
this  country.  I  think  they  may  moftly  be 
traced  to  the  nature  of  their  government 
and  taxation,  to  their  religion,  laws,  man- 
ners, and  charader.  The  chief  of  thefe 
caufes  may  be,  Arbitrary  power^  which 
probably  muft  inevitably  be  often  tyran- 
nical and  unjuft  ;  their  bad  tenures i,  aiid 
want  of  long  leafes,  few  exceeding  three, 
Jix,  or  nine  years-;  the  itvr proprietors  of 
the  land  have  been  obvioufly  the  didlators 
of  all  the  laws  concerning  it,  and  their  iri- 
tcreft  always  preferred  to  that  of  the  many 

who 
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who  live  and  labour  on  it:  hence  the 
poverty  and  want  oi  farmers^  the  lands 
being  generally  cultivated  in  metairiesj  or 
by  hired  labourers,  who  pay  or  receive  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  produce.  Their 
faxes  are  injudicious  and  opprefEye,  in  the 
arbitrary  manner  of  laying  and  of  levying 
them  ;  fome  on  the  apparent  ftock  of  the 
tradefman,  farmer,  or  labourer,  and  often 
laid  by  thofe  who  levy  it.  -  Entails ^  parti- 
cular privileges  and  exemptions  in  favour 
of  the  nobleffe  and  the  church :  temptations 
held  out  to  their  natural  vanity,  which 
prevent  the  neceffary  accumulation  of 
capitals  by  induftry.  All  run  to  buy  titles 
or  privileges  as  foon  as  they  can  j  while 
thefe  at  once  feed  their  vanity,  and  give 
them  more  power  and  confideration  than 
wealth  and  induftry,  they  will  probably 
continue  to  prefer  mediocrity,  or  even 
poverty  and  dependance,  with  a  title,  to 
the  ^  condition  of  rich  and  comfortable 
tradefmen  or  merchants ;  and  their  govern- 
ment goes  on  to  encourage  this  difpofition. 
Hence  the  poverty  of  the  lower  claffes,  and 
the  want  of  tafte  in  the  higher  for  an  in- 
II    '  duftriqus 
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'  duftrious  or  a  cpuntry  life.  Some  think 
the  church  the  beft  landlords ;  they  may 
not  be  the  worfl,  and  are  perhaps  too  in- 
dulgent; but  we  have  only  to  look  at  their 
lands^  and  fee  that  they  do  not  improve 
beyond  a  certain,  rather  low,  degree;  while 
thofe  eftates  that  have  been  fecularifed  in 
other  countries  are  improving  daily,  and 
have  doubled  and  trebled  in  value  iince 
they  were  taken  from  the  church. 

I  believe  I  mentioned  to  C their 

chUdifli  vanity,  and  perpetual  defire  of  fo- 
ciety  and  amufement,  which  draws  them 
together  into  towns,  and  helps  greatly  to 
prevent  their  acquiring  a  tafte  for  the  coun- 
try. May  not  we  conclude  that  this  go- 
vernment does  not  know,  or  doeanotchufe 
to  apply,  the  true  principles  of  national 
profperity?  and  yet  the  world  is  full  of 
their  writings  on  thofe  fubjefts. ' 

The  corn  countries  of  France  are  moftly, 
I  think,  what  we  fhould  call  a  light  foil, 
not  much  ftrong  clay,  or  rich  mould,  nor 
what  we  fhould   efteem  a  fine  country. 

Though 
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Though  there  is,  perhaps,  lefs  wafte  land 
than  in  England,  I  do  not  think  that  their 
foil  in  general  is  fo  far  fuperior  to  ours  as 
fome  imagine ;  but  it  would  require  much 
time  and  examination  to  determine  fuch 
,  points  with  any  certainty.  We  muft,  how- 
ever, except  fome  parts  of  Normandy,. 
Burgundy,  and  generally  the  land  on  their 
great  rivers,  efpecially  on  the  Loire^  which 
is  beautifully  wooded,  a  rich  and  produc- 
tive foil,  and  well  peopled*  Indeed  moft 
of  their  wine  countries  are  rich  and  beauti- 
ful, though  not  in  our  ftile  of  beauty. 

The  fcarcity  jof  cattle,  of  pafture  land, 
and  of  the  cultivation  of  artificial  grafles 
every  where j  fufBciently  fhew  theii*  defici- 
ency in  hufbandi'y ;  unacquainted  with  the 
advantages  of  a  change  of  crops^  and  of  a 
fufficient  ftock  of  cattle,  of  converting 
arable  to  pafture,  and  the  reverfe :  I  believe 
that  the  fame  crops  of  eternal  corn,  with 
perpetual  plowings,  muft  not  only  im-. 
poverifh  but  pulverife  the  foil,  increafe  its 
natural  dry  and  light  quality,  and  render 
it  uftfit  for  grafs  or  meadow,  without  more 

Vol.  I.  Q^  expence, 
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«xpence,  labour  and  ftiill,  than  the  pro*- 
prietors  could  furnifh.  The  few  whom  I 
have  feen  attempting  to  turn  fome  lands  to 
grafs  for  Englifh  race  horfes,  thek  prdent 
paffion^  haye  not  yet  fucceeded  wdl,  after 
fereral  years  experience  and  great  expence. 
I  want  your  intdligent  tradefmen  to  Tifit 
other  countries ;  a  travelling  farmer  might 
be  of  more  fervice  to  his  country,  than  all 
your  gentlemen  of  learning  and  virtu  whp 
tun  through  Europe  *. 

But  I  ihould  perhaps  have  faid  fomething 
about  Flanders  before  we  proceed  farther ; 
though  fo  near,  I  think  it  is  not  fo  well 
known  as  it  deferves  f.  Thefe  two  neigh- 
bouring countries,  France  and  Flanders, 
form  a  curious  contrail ;  the  firft  being  re- 
markable for  poverty  and  naftinelfs,  and  the 
other  for  wealth  and  neatnefs^/with  other 

•  Mr,  Arthar  Young's  travels  and  knowledge  may  be 
cf  great  fervice  to  the  public,  efpecially  if  the  moft  ufefol 
parts  can  be  afterwards  extracted  and  abridged^  and  the 
sie^it  or  fale  extended,  by  diminiihing  the  fixe  and  tht 
price  of  fuch  books. 

'  f  Mr,  James  Shaw  has  fince  remedied  this  dcfeft,  by 
pabliibuig  ft  very  agrccftbte  ftCCOunt  of  Flanders. 

ftiiking 
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itnkhfg  iiScxchtes.  I  do  not  find  die 
decay  1.  of  the  Fiemiih.  towns,  nor  of  theii^ 
trdde/  tO.be  So  coaiiderable  m  generally  be** 
lieved*  Thofe  towns  are  yet  noUe^  vctte-» 
rabky  wealthy,  and  induftiious,  and  thdt 
eountry  the  beft  cultivated  of  any  in 
£ufOp< ;  all  thb,  with  the  freedom  and 
happinefs  of  the  {>eople  and  their  govern-^ 
ment^  renda:  it  altogether  more  worthy 
our  attention  perhaps  than  Fraiice..  We 
owe  a  particular  attention  tb  that  oouotry 
from  whence  we  had,  probably,  bodi  the 
loom  and  the  plough,  with  other  ufefid  arts^ 
and  Where  agriculture  is  ftill  kept  up  to 
perhaps  a  more  ufefbl  degree  of  perfec- 
tion than  even  in  England  hfelf:  they 
may  not  have  fo  great  a  proportion  of  fine 
parks,  fine  horfes>  and  variety  of  cattle  as 
we  have,  but  they  have  enough,  mid  only 
fca:  utility ;  and  throu^out  whole  provinces, 
have  neither  fallow,  oommon,  nor  wafte 
land. 

The  ^cious  Scbelde^  and  beautiful  re- 
mamiq  Maift^  you  mufl  fee,  and  particular- 
ly the  latter,  wlaere' you  will  find  all  the 
0^2  means 
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meails  and  the  materials  of  riches  and  in<« 
duftry,  woods,  coals,  mines,  pieople:  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  both  might  be 
doubled  and  trebled,  but  for  the  felfifli 
tyranny  of  the  different  ftates  through  which 
they  pafs.  If  the  fevcnteen  provinces,  ac- 
cording to  the  firft  idea  of  their  revolt  from 
Spain,  could  be  reunited  under  one  good 
government,  it  would  be  ^  noble  country, 
and  a  refped:able  powen  Charlemagne 
chofe  his  capital  between  the  Maife  and 
Rhine.  But  on  approaching  France,  the 
baneful  influence  of  that  government,  the 
effects  of  French  laWs,  and  French  leafes, 
foon  begin  to  appear.  Even  in  French 
Flanders,  though  the  fame  kind  of  foil  with 
the  Auftrian,  wafle  and  fallow  lands,  weeds 
and  negligence,  begin  to  be  feen ;  and  as 
we  advance  into  France,  many  other  fad 
changes  for  the  worfe  we  are  doomed  to 
experience.  ,  We  gradually  lofe  the  noble 
fpacious  farm  houfes,  with  great  barns  like 
churches,  in-  exchange  for  wretched  half- 
ruined  hovels;  we  leave  the  comfortable 
neat  Flemifli  dreffes,  for  French  rags,,  dirty 
woollen    night-caps,  wooden  fhoes,  and 

every 
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every  mark  of  mifery ;  in  fliort,  we  hare 
left  order  and  neatnefs  in  every  thing  be- 
hind us.  The  moft  grievous,  at  prefent, 
feems  to  be  the  lofs  of  thofe  clean  and  ready 
Flanders  maids,  for  thefe  dirty  fancy  men- 
fervantvS.  This  inconfiftent  prejudice  in 
yrance,  where  the  \yomen  have  fo  much 
influence,  of  employihg  men  inftead  of 
women  fervants  in  almoft  every  depart- 
ment, is  not  eaftly  accounted  for,  and  to 
me  is  truly  difgufting.  From  the  kitchen  to 
every  part  and  office  about  the  houfe,  you 
will,  in  many  parts,  meet  with  no  other 
fervants  but  men,  generally  naffy- imperti- 
nent fellows,  and  my  great  averfion ; 
though  we  fee  the  women  labouring  in  the 
fields,  at  the  roads,  and  performing  the 
office  of  oftlers^  in  Ae  ftables.  *Fhe  French 
being  confidered  by  many  as  the  naftieft 
people,  for  a  civilifed  nation  yet  known, 
may  be  greatly  owing  to  this  cuftom  of 
dom^flic  male  fervants. 


Q-3        , 
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LETTER    V. 

Of  Travellers. — Society.^Two  ClaJfes^^Of 
Paris y  and  the  Learned. 

To  Mn  A,  J./ 

Parh,  1777. 

I  FEAR  you  begin  to  exped  too  much 
from  me,  and  depend  too  little  on 
what  you  have  read  and  heard.  I  doubt 
there  may  be  but  little  in  France  that  is 
new  to  yoU)  and  that  can  be  communicated 
in  this  wa/,  nor  any  viiry  ufeful  leflbn  to 
.be  learned,  until  we  difcover  fomenew  de- 
fe^9  fomething  to  find  fault  with  by  way 
of  text :  for  from  faults  and  defeds,  I  be- 
lieve, we  are  more  willing  to  leam»  than 
from  precept  or  imitation.  There  is  often 
fomething  very  amufing,  and  not  ungrate- 
ful to  the  mind  of  man  or  woman,  to  hear 
a  country  well  abufed,  or  fee  their  foibles 

turned 
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turned  into  ridicule.  Attiong  the  v*ri0u$ 
travellers  one  meets  withi  I  think  the  fulky 
and  fatirical  are  not  among  the  lead  en-* 
tertaining  ot  ufeful ;  and  I  believe,  that  as 
much  is  to  be  learned  from  the  blunt  or 
bitter  humour  of  fome  old  Engliih  travel-^ 
lers,  as  from  that  eternal  affectation  of 
plealantry  or  complaifance  which  is  now 
fo  much  ip  fafhjon,  and  which  is  proba- 
bly as  |)rolific  a  fource  of ,  mifne{H'e{enta«« 
tion,  a*  any  other  humour  or  prejudice 
w:hatever*  The  conceived  neceffity  of 
feemiog  always  pleafed  with  everything, 
however  difagreeable  or  even  deteftablci 
mufl  miflead  and  bias  our  minds  and  our 
pens,  as  much  as  the  other  extreme,  the 
ill  huipour  of  thofe  jdngloU  atrabilaires 
whogi  we  have  fcea  pefting  atnd  fwearing 
at  all  they  met  with  out  of  their  owij 
country.  I  fhould  think  a  little  old  falhion- 
ed  Englifh  fincerity  and  good  fenfe  to  the 
full  as  becoming  in  our  travellers,  as  thofe 
conftant  attempts  at  trifling  wit  and  plea- 
fantry,  or  that  perpetual  grin  oi  politejfe^ 
which  we  are  now  fo  ready  to  borrow, 
0^4  and 
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and  awkwardly  imitate,    from  thefe  our 
agreeable  neighbours. 

I  believe  you  remember  the  gentleman 
who  returned  to  England  immediately  on 
feeing  a  French  kitchen;  and  my  fellow- 
traveller,  who  had  deterniined  to  pafs  the 
reft'  of  his  days  on  the  continent,  on  find- 
ing at  Calais  that  he  could  not  have  beef- 
ftakes  well  dreffed,  fet  off  next  day  on  his 
return ; — and  our  friend  S* — :— ,  who  left 
Spain  diredlly  when  he  found  he  could 
not  have  melted  butter  to  his  veal,  which 
had  coft  him  fo  milch  pains  and  money  to 
procure. 

Within  thofe  extremes  of  natural  blunt- 
nefs  and  acquired  afieftation,  there  are 
travellers  of  great  variety  of  fpecies  and 
charadler  ;  and  to  each  of  thefe,  objeds  will 
appear  very  diiFerent.  The  accounts 
honeftly  enough  given  by  one,  may  to 
another  appear  fallacious ;  fo  that  we  may 
iall  write  on,  and  ftill  find  fubjedls  enough 
to  employ  our  pens,  as  well  from  the  va- 
riety 
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rfely  of  unexamined  matter^  as  from  the 
difieren^  fight,  charader,  or  views  of  the? 
travellers..  . 

But  to  return. — ^I  believe  I  meant  to  fay 
fomcthing  about  fome  of  their  towns ;  but 
do  not  be  alarmed,  for  I  mean  not  to 
trouble  you  with  defcriptions,  becaufe  I 
think  they  never  convey  the  ideas  that  arc^ 
deiigned. 

And  firft,  generally, — From  a  kind  of 
childifh  diflike  of  being  alone,  which  they 
call  love  of  fociety,  the  French  live  much* 
in  towns,  fo  as  to  play  at  cards,  and  have 
little  tafte  for  a  country  life,  notwithftanding 
what  they  may  tell  you  to  the  cpntrary  in 
their  books.  As  ftill  a  worfe  fymptpm  of 
tlieir  tafte,  the  people  of  beft  fortune  get  to 
live  generally  in  the  central  and  rooft  un- 
wholefome  parts  of  a  town,  leaving  the 
out-lkirts  and  fine  fituations  to  poverty 
and  naftinefs.  For  the  whole  feems  divided 
only  into  two  clafles,  the  extremes  of 
fociety,  or  the  few  rich,  and  the  many  very 
poor^  with  too  few  of  thofe  middle  ranks 

which 
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which  form  the  heft  bonda  of  fociety,  ami 
the  ftrength  of  the  nation.  Moft  of  thi« 
you  may  already  know; — only  let  m^ 
defire  you  will  trace  the  caufes  and  nume- 
rous confequencea  of  this  ii\jurious  divifion 
qf  rank  and  property,  wheA  you  vifit  thefe 
countries,  for  it  is  of  great  confequence  to 
fociety;  the  remedy  is  difficult,  and  re** 
quires  more  wifdom  thaq  can  even  be  ex* 
pedted  in  an  arbitrary  government.  la. 
this  you  may  trace,  perhaps;  the  inevitable 
decline  of  Europe.  Such  objeds  arc 
worthy  of  you  as  a  philofopher,  a  foldier^ 
and  probably  %  future  ienatorf 

I  need  not  trouble  you  much  about  this 
^ne  city,  Paris;  though  fuperior  to  Lon^i. 
don  in  fome  very  material  things,  yet  I 
think  it  inferior  in  many  others.  Though 
fuperior  in  public  w^Jks,  libraries,  palaces; 
London  has  certainly  the  advantage  in  the 
other  effentials  and  comforts  of  life.  I 
like  their  boulevards  prodigioully,— a  very 
cxtenfive  open  walk,  without  going  out  of 
town,  with  fuch  variety  of  buildings  and 
^mufementsj  it  infpir^s  one  with  fome 
9  ideas 
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idsas  of  liberty,  tilLby  approaching  the 
Baftile  at  the  ead  of  it,  we  are  put  in 
mind  where  we  ve.  But  the  ftreeta  of  this 
town  are  ihocking.  You  muft.  either  ride 
over  people,  or  be  ridden  over#. 

I  cannot  fay  I  like  the  generality  of  thefe 
Parifians,  nor  can  think  them  near  fo  axnir 
able  as  they  do^themfelves.  Moft  of  thc^ 
who  have  not  travelled,  I  fancy,  you  wauI4 
think  intolerably  conceited  and  ignorant,-^ 
^t  once  poJiite  and  impertinent.  GompU^ 
ments  do  not  conftitute  civility.  Their 
atttention,  fo  far  from  civility,  is  often 
rudenefe.  We  can  too  often  difcover  that 
they  meant  no  kindnefs  to  us  by  their  com- 
pliments,  as  we  might  at  firft  imagine,  but 
only  to  Ihew  therafelves  off  as  fuperior  to 
us*  I  do  not  mean  hj ,  Parifian^  any  of 
their  people  of  the  jfirjl  fa/hion^  for  they 
are,  in  general,  perfetlly  polite,  eafy,  and 
genteel,  and  perhaps  more  amiably  fp  than 
our  own. 

You  know  there  are  many  of  the  learned 
and  wife  here,  as  well  as  of  the  agreeable; 

but 
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but  the  former  are  not  yet  fo  often  to  be 
found  among  the  latter,  as  you  may  fancy, 
from  knowing,  it  is  become  the  faihion  for 
authors  and  men  of  learning  to  be  admitted 
into,  the  firft  company  more  than  formerly. 
However,  we  are  pleafed  to  fee  fome  of  the 
learned  and  philofophic  of  both  fexes  taking 
the  lead,  even  among  people  of  the  firft  rank 
and  fortune ;  and  if  they  go  on,  we  may  fee 
'Plato's  wifli  accomplifhed,  and  the  world 
governed  by  philofophers.  But  hitherto 
I  doubt  if  authors  be  always  the  moft  im- 
proving or  defirable  company.  Some,  en- 
groffed  and  led  away  by  books,  are  thereby 
lefs  acquainted  with,  and«  lefs  fit  for,  the 
world.  Others,  abfent,  referved,  and 
auftere,  already  embarrafied  with  a  reputa- 
tion which  is  to  be.fupported  with  great 
caution  and  artifice ;  embroiled .  in  the 
vanity  and  intrigues  of  the  world,  their 
works  and  opinions  already  known,  and 
operating  like  religious  prejudices  which 
can  feldom  be  touched,  or  muft  be  fup- 
ported  right  or  wrong  j  their  converfation 
is  not  always  fo  frank  and  intelligent,  nor 

Co 
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fo  edifying  as  might*  be  expeded  from  their 
knowledge. 

The  young,  if  ftudious  and  unprejudiced, 
full  of  information  and  curiofity,  as  yet 
eager  after  truth,  and  only  in  the  progrefs 
towards  reputation  and  author-craft,  are 
probably  the  beft  worth  knowing,*«^he 
mod  friendly  and  communicative,  pafti*- 
cularly  with  ftrangers ;  but  fuch  men  are 
not  eafily  to  be  met  with,  as  they  do  not 
wafte  much  of  their  time  with  the  cards 
and  nonfenfe  of  common  focieties. 
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LETTER    VL 

TO  draw  the  French  charadler  with  the 
juftice  and  precifion  I  could  wifli, 
would  require  more  penetration  and  labour 
than  I  can  claim,  or  have  leifure  to  beftow. 
I  mean  to  give  you  only  a  few  t)f  the  ftrik- 
ing  features  as  I  pafs,  and  to  deal  more  in 
blemifhes  than  in  beauties* 

When  we  travellers  can  be  honeft  enough 
to  give  you  things  as  they  ftrike  us  at  fight^ 
I  fear  that  the  faults  will  always  ftand  firft* 
The  foibles  and  defeds  of  this  people  muft 
^  make  the  firft  and  ftrongeft  impreffion.  I 
believe  there  is  no  great  danger  of  the  two 
nations  foon  becoming  very  fond  of  each 
other.  The  one.  values  itfelf  on  the  kinds 
6f  merit  which  are  neither  efteemed  nor 
Wa^ited  by  the  other.  The  French  muft 
defpife  the  Englifh  folid  fenfe,  and  inde- 
pendent 
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pendent  fpirit^  perhaps  as  much  as  we  do 
their  ejj^t^  graces^  agrements.  They  muft 
diflike  our  fuUen,  proud,  awkward  man- 
ner, as  much  as  we  do  then:  conceit^ 
vanity,-*-/i?«r  manieres  avantagtufes^  Fenvic 
dtft  faire  vahir^  Uurfatdiki^  &c.  It  re- 
quires fome  time  to  difcover,  through  their 
politenefs,  how  much  they  diflike  us^ 

Yet,  if  it  were  not  for  a  war  now  and 
then,  I  fhould  fear  our  aflimilating  too 
much  towards  thefe  our  agreeable  neigh- 
bours, and  our  meeting  them  more  than 
half-way.  Though  few  of  them  will  pro- 
bably ever  have  good  fenffe  enough  to  be 
much  pleafed  with  ours;  many  of  us 
are  apt  to  have  good  nature  enough  to  like 
both  their  manner  and  their  manners,  leur 
francbi/i^  leur  babil^  and  many  other  lefe 
important  agreeable  nothings  about  them. 

They  may  hate  us,  while  we  defpife 
them,  and  contempt  may  be  full  as  power- 
ful in  its  eflfeds  as  hatred.  Yet  I  believe, 
we  (hall  generally  find  many  more  Englifh 
in  France,  than  French  in  England*  Per- 
haps 
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haps  fome  of  us  come  here  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  our  ill-hutoour,  or  to  vent  it  on  them, 
like  thofe  who  keep  an  humble  dependant 
to  fcold  at.  AkhougK  we  may  recipro-^ 
cally  improve  by  intercourfe,  .and  it  might 
be  better  for  mankind  were  nations  to  mix 
more  with  each  other,  yet  one  would  wifh 
each  to  retain  their  native  charader, — ^that 
national  ftamp  which  difcriminates  it  from 
the  reft.  In  order  to  this,  it  may  be  well  to 
dwell  on  the  faults  we  would  wifli  to  avoid. 
I  fliall  therefore  go  on,  ^as  at  firft  propofed, 
picking  up  a  few  of  them  en  pajfant. 

Though  the  national  or  prevailing  cha- 
raSer  here,  like  that  of  other  human 
beings,  is  mixed,  and  made  up  of  good, 
bad,  and  indifferent  qualities;  yet  fuch  parts 
predominate,  as  make  the  compofition  of 
a  Frenchman  very  diftinguifhable,  and  dif- 
ferent from  any  other  : — but  to  know  him, 
you  muft  live  with  him  ;  reading  about 
him  is  infufficient.  You  will  find,  for  ex- 
ample, quil  ne  fefuffit  pas  a  lui  meme^  but 
lives  by  the  breath  and  opinion  of  others 
more  than  on  his  own. 

"He 
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He  will  facrifice  every  other  comfort  of 
life  to  the  ornament  of  his  perfon.     The 
lodging  of  a  very  fine  petit  maitre  here,  is 
often  too  mean  and  dirty  for  a  taylor's  / 
journeyman  with  you. 

In  them,  all  is  borrowed,  pojliche^  and 
very  little  natural ;  ils  ^tulent  toujours  re-- 
prefenter — their  life  is  a  mere  parade.  Yet 
they  only  copy  from  each  other  (trcs  mou^ 
toniers)^  while  we  are  always  flying  oflT 
into  fingularity,  hunting  after  nature  or 
reality,  but  perhaps  with  lefs  fuccefs  in 
our  attempts  than  they  in  theirs. 

They  feem  ever  changing,  but  are  ftill 
the  fame.    It  is  'only  we  that  really  change,      / 
with  all  our  apparent  fteadinefs  and  gra- 
vity. 

The  Frenchman^  though  fociably  dif-  • 
pofed,  with  all  that  enviable  gokti  de  ccmr^ 
aiid  aflfeded  goodnefs  and  coniideratioa  for 
others ;  yet  as  he  is  not  in  the  habit  of 
doing  any  thing  eflential  for  the  public,  and 
but  little  for  his  neighbour,  and  it  is,  perhaps, 
the  lot  of  that  kind  of  vivacity  a^  flow  of 
-.Vol.  I.  R  fpiritj^ 
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l|)irits,  to  be  capable  of  but  little  feeling  or 
humanity;  he  is  probably,  on  the  whok, 
therefore  a  more  felfifli  being  than  xJeutfulky 
EngUftifndn.  \  think  I  fee  here,  inftances 
of  the  felfifli  prevailrog  over  the  friendly 
qualities,  rathe^r  more  than  with  us ; — the 
ceconomical,  or  parfimonious,  over  the 
generous, — the  cruel  and  unfeeling  over 
the  humane,' — tetourderie.  over  fentiment, 
^T-a  falfe  tafte,  or  gout  pofiiche^  over  that 
of  nature,  Befides  pa^rticular  ihftances, 
one  fees  it  io  generals, — as  in  the  feverity, 
and  negligent  compofition  of  fom6  laws, 
and  in  the  mode  of  execution : — ^^in  the 
general  preference  given  to  lifeaots  ^ver 
any  fixed  future  provifion  for  pofteritj,  or 
relations.  Perhaps  we  might  in6^  feme 
want  of  feeling  or  humanity,  from  their 
want  of  tafte  for  the  fimple  beauty  of  na- 
ture and  of  affcion  J  and  we  may  per- 
ceive, in  the  difierent  degrees  of  ar^  P^* 
lion,  or  mu£c,  that  they  feel  nothing,  dS 
the  expreilion  is  -  carried  to  an  xTUtrageous 
and  vulgar  extreme,  ceitainly  beyond  our 
line  of  beauty.  But  they  like  it,  and  that 
is  a  ihort  and  fufiicient  anfwer  to  all  our 

I  objcc- 
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objci^ons.  It  is  needlefs  to  difpute  about 
tafte.  While  they  can  relifh  only  thofe 
degrees  of  violence  and  expreffioB,  they 
may  laugh  at  our  criticifms* 

The  degree  of  exprtffion  in  all  the  ^rtg 
inuft  be  tempered  to  the  tone  of*, mind  of 
the  fpedlators,  more  than  to  the  true  nature 
of  the  paflion  to  be  exprelTed,  In  a  ftate 
of  eafe  and  tranquillity^  a  refined  audience 
will  not  readily  admit  of  the  violence  of 
real  paffioni^  nor  of  any  of  its  diftortions, 
beyond  a  certain  limit  of  the  graceful  an4 
temperate^  This  limit  m^y  be  extend- 
ed, but  fhould  never  be  broken,  by  pre- 
vioully  warming  up  the  mind  by  fuccef- 
five  or  accumulating  impreffions*  The 
French  will  never  probably  underftand 
the  natural  repofc  of  true  and  graceful 
dignity. 

Without  the  conftant  force  \  of  fon^e 
foreign  aid  and  intercourfe,  national  cha- 
racter and  tafte  muft  perhaps  generally  re- 
vert into  fome  confined  trad  or  circle. 
And  wl^en  national  pride,  conceit,  aAd 
R  2  igno- 
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ignorance  at6  planted,  they  readily  fpread, 
and  tend,  like  other  evils,  to  ^perpetuate 
themfelves. 

Though  many  of  the  French  are  now 
liberal,  and  willing  enough  to  get  rid  of  the 
fhackles  of  nationality  in  tafte  and  cha- 
rader ;  yet,  after  a  certain  age,  it  is  per- 
haps more  impradlicable  with  them,  than 
with  thofe  of  any  other  nation,  to  fucceed. 
Some  of  them  fatirife  and  abufe  their  own 
nation,  and  praife  others; — affeft  to  extol 
the  Italian  fchool  in  painting  and  mufic ; — 
imitate  Englifh  manners ;  and  all  the  while 
remain  mere  Frenchmen.  In  order  to 
change  of  improve  their  tafte,  they  would 
have  to  combat  many  inveterate  habits,  of 
which  they  are  not  aware  ;  and  the  caufes 
of  their  peculiarities  they  themfelves  are 
unfit  to  inveftigate. '  In  fliort,  they  appear 
to  us  a  different  fpecies,  une  race  apart  \  this 
they  forget,  or  never  perceive.  Their 
authors  talk  of  man  and  woman,  and  fancy 
they  fpeak  generally  of  the  whole  race,  and 
know  not  that  they  fpeak  only  of  French 
men  and  women  j  fancying  all  the  world 

like 
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like  themfelves  ;  forgetting  tliat  French  na- 
ture is  not  human  nature,  and  that  few  of 
their  qualities  are  common  to  the  fpecies. 
Onljr  a  chofen .  few  of  them  feem  to  have 
any  ;wWx,  the  r§ft  have  ovAj  fenfes ;  nor 
can  I  yet  find  any  one  term  in  their  lan^ 
guage  to  exprefs  what  I   here  mean  ^  by 
mind.     Even  their  fenfes  appear  to  us  de- 
fective, or  different  from  ours,  as  if  two 
quick  and  too  weak  j  they  can  perceive 
only  certain  things  and  diftances :  though 
more  lively,  and  perhaps  fenfible  of  fomc 
things  which  efcape  ys,    yet  I  think  w« 
have  many  perceptions  which  they  over- 
look, or  do  not  reach.     Unfit  for  medit»«- 
tion,  in  the  exercife  or  agitation  of  the 
fenfes    confift  their  chief  happinefs,'  and 
particularly  in    that    of  the    fight  j   tbej 
aie   all  eyes,    and  can  facrifice  real  com* 
forts  to  pleafe  that  fenfe.     When  that  agi^ 
tation  ceafes,  Us  s^endorent  ou  s'ennuyent  a 
la  mort. 

The  numerous  clergy  and  military  form 

the  life  of  fociety  in  France,  and,  together 

R  3  with 
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^mth  the  ladies,  afTume  the  diredlion  of 
every  thifig.  The  female  graces,  atid 
facility  of  e^tpreffion,  are  as  remslrkslble 
as  their  iilfltience.  I  thin):  you  will  find 
vatiity  the  univerfal,  or  ruling  p^ffion 
here. 


LETTEI^S   FRQM  FRANQ&        24^ 


L  E  T  T  £  R    VIL 

Fine  Arts. 

I  HAVE  feen  their  biennial  exhibidoaof 
paintings^  and  wifhed  to  be  more  of  a 
^onnoifleur  on  your  account  With  my 
fmall  degree  of  fkill  or  tafte,  I  a^i  incUa^d 
to  believe  they  have  hardly  ^,  ^^i^$i^^  at 
ptefent,  above  a  fecond  or  third  rate,  ex- 
cept one.  However,  I  think  I  have  feen 
fome  young  ftudehts  who  promife  well, 
and  may  contribute  to  revive  true  tafte,  Und 
the  great  ftyle,  provided  they  travel  in 
titne :  this  is  indifpenfable«  Their  prefet|t 
mode  inclines  too  much  towards  thofe  fa^ 
daifes  oiDreufcy  which,  though  often  pretty 
a^  nicely  executed,  ar6  fo  far  beneath  that 
firft  and  giaiid  ftyle  of  painting  whic{i 
tends  at  once  to  forward  that  delightful  aK, 
and  to  elevate  and  improve  the  mind,  th<it 
we  are  at  a  lofs  where  to  rank  thefe  things, 
'••^tbcfe  pieces  from  cbmmon  life! — and 
•R  4  '  French 
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French  life  too  !  they  may  have  fomc 
merit  in  their  way,  though  not  equal  to 
that  of  Hogarth's  pieces  of  the  fame 
kind,  nor  qf  equal  fpirit  or  moral  ten- 
dency. 

Let  U8  by  all  means  imitate  nattire  ;-— 
but  there  is  furely  a  choice  or  feledipn  of 
cbjeds,  by  which  the  true  judgment  of 
genius  is  diftinguifhed,  and  we  mud  rank 
the  elegant  and  fublime  above  the  mean 
and  afieded.  There  is  an  univerfal  beauty 
and  elegance,  which  is  not  of  any  particular 
country,  but  to  be  culled  from  all  nature, 
or  conceived  by  a  vfirm  and  elegant  fancy, 
within  the  power  of  nature,  buti)eyond 
what  fhe  has  been  knoi;^n  to  produce  :  ihe 
furniflies  hints  as  points  upon  which  genius 
builds,  and  almoft  creates^ 

Their  fculptors  have  fucceeded,  I  think^ 
better  than  their  painters,  and  have  fre- 
quently pome  nearer  to  their  mafters  the 
Italians  and  Greeks  than  any  of  us.  But 
a  little  French  iaffedation  dften  intrades 
even  into  fome  qf  their  firft  rate  compofi- 

tions, 
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tiotis^  and  which,  to  me,  always  Ijpoils  the 
effeiSts  of  the  whole  piece. 

I  believe  their  modern  art  of  dancings 
and  their  theatres^  have  helped  to  vitiate 
more-  than  to  improve^  thdr  taft^^  in  the 
fine  arts.  I  often  fancy  th*at  I  fee,  in 
niany  of  their  beft  performances,  fome  of 
their  dancing  or  theatrical  ideas  of  grace, 
which,  to  me,  is  generally  mere  afiedation, 
diftortion,  or  grimace.  This  is  copying 
from  a  copy,  and  a  bad  copy,  inftead  of 
going  to  the  original. 

From  this  general  cenftire  on  their  aitifts, 
you  know  I  except  one,  viz.  Vernet^  who 
follows  nature,  and  chufes  well,  and  is,  I 
think,  claffically  elegant  in  fome  things  ;— • 
but  he  ftudied  in  Italy,  lam  told,  from  a 
child.  Their  merit,  as  already  hinted,  in 
the  arts,  has  generally  been  nearly  in  pro- 
portion to  their  afiiflance  from  Italy.  The 
caufes,  or  at  lead  the  means  of  their  great 
prbgrefs^  4^npg  ^^  ^^^^  of  Lewis  XIV* 
arofe  chiefly  from  thence.  They  were  then 
lilKral  enough  to  ihew  to  whom  they  owed 

their 
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tbcir  e:ficeUeiice,-^-4o  imitate  the  Its^ka 
fchool,  and  encouragb  their  article*  Sioce 
that  period  I  do  not  find  they  have  im- 
proved, but  on  the  contrary  declhied^  as 
they  returned  to  their  national  conceit  «nd 
contenupt  of  ftrangers^  fancying.thei^elves 
foperior  to  the  Italians,  and  to  dl  the  world, 
in  every  thing.  There  isTcarce  an  Italian 
artift  now  to  be  found  in' all  France,  v«fliUe 
they  are  giving  immenfe  prices  for  Mttlc 
Dutch  and  Flemiih  pidures; — both, bad 
lymptoms.  I  believe  there  has  hardly  ever 
been  a  great  artift  among  tfiofe  who  xi^ver 
law  the  Mediterranean,  hor  Italy.  An  ac- 
quaintance with  the  nations  that  furround 
that  fea,  I  confider  as  a  neceflary  part  of 
educaticm,  and  effiecially  for  artifts.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  none  of  us  can  well 
arrive  at  the  firft  degrees  of  excdilehce  in 
any  thing,  without  leaving*  our  own  coun- 
try early,  dnd  frequently  taking  enlarged 
views  of  men,  of  nature,  and  of  art.  I 
doubt  if  the  French  kave  any  otite*  way 
left  to  hfi  great  in  any  thing,  but  by  leaving 
their  country  very  young,  and  flaying  away 
till  the^r  almoft  forget  they  are  f  r^ach,  ^d 

till 
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till  they  acqtfire  other  habits  and  idea?^  and 
exercife  their  fkcnlties  and  their  organs  on 
other  objects,  ind  in  a  different  manner 
frdin  what  can  be  done  in  their  own  coun- 
try; This,  as  it  may  kppeaf  fingular,  I 
mtift  endeavour  to  explain  foihe  other 
time; 

You  know  the  French  have  kn  acadetny 
at  t^oiiie^  but  their  natural  conceit  has 
Hkewife  rendered  it  alnfoft  ufelefs  to  them  ; 
for  the  regulations  require  the  ftudents  firft 
td  haVe  gained  prizes  at  home^  arid,  be 
completely  fixed  in  their  natiotial  mannef| 
before  they  go  thete:  whenever  they  get 
tHerCi  their  chief  obje^  is  gained;  they 
feem  to  fit  down  almdii  fatisfied  Vith  that 
trifling  (Jiftindtion,  and  are  not  often  much 
Inclined  to  labour  afterwardjs  for  more 
fame* 

All  this,  you  will  readily  conceive^  U 
fpeaking  rather  in  a  general  and  iddifcri« 
mrnate  manner,  for  which  you  will  make 
ibiiie  aiilowance,  aiid  recoiled,  that  the  exad 
truth  cannot  always  be  ^xprefled,  and  much 

left 


ts%       I^TTERS  TROM  FRANCE. 

iefii  in  few  words.  They  have  now  fome 
promifing  young  artiih,  who  arc  aware  of 
thefe  national  defers  and  impediments; 
and  others  will  probably  arife  and  execute 
finer^  ideas,  smd  in  a  better  manner  than 
have  lately  appeared  here ;  and  will  revive 
that  proper  refpeft  for  Italy,  and  the  re- 
mains of  the  ancients,  which  is  ^Iways  the 
concomitant  of  real  merit.  They  may 
emulate,  without  .being  confined  to  their 
own  great  mafters,  for  you  know  tfiey  have 
had  very  great  ones.  You  will  begin  to 
think  that  I  am  likewife  becoming  a  con*^ 
BoilTeur,  like  moft  of  our  travelling  coun^ 
trymen,  who  feem  fo  generally  to  be  en- 
groifed  and  infatuated  by  the  pinfuits  of 
virtu. — ^I  ihall,  however,  purfue  vgf  re-? 
flexions. 

The  fine  arts  aro^  doubtrefe,  entitled  to 
cur  admiration  and  efteem,  and  confidered, 
even  abftraftedly  from  the  pleafure  they  af- 
ford, may  tend  more  to  the  benefit  thail  the 
prejudice  of  mankind.  But  their  good  ef-* 
feds  will  depend  much  on  the  objedis  about 
Ifirhich  they  are  employed,     lin  €:^\^  fqgie 

of 
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of  the  ancients  were  wifer^  or  more  for- 
tunate, than  we,  in  employing  the  |)aintet 
and  fculptor  to  promote  public  virtue  by 
the  public  commemoration  of  great  men, 
and  great  adions.  And  I  fhould  have 
more  refpedt  for  thoffe  arts  how,  if  they 
could  be  made  to  unite  in  producing  fome 
more  public  good,  of  which  I  can  ftill  fee 
the  pofiibility.  But  while'  we  fee  them 
confined  to  a  few  great  towns',  and  therein 
among  a  few  gt^at  families  and  churches, 
the  only  feats  of  elegance  and  luxury,  while 
miifery  reigns  throughout  the  reft  of  the 
nation,  thefe  fine  arts  become  no  very 
favourable  fymptoms  of  the  advahcemeht 
of  human  happinefs,  or  of  the  fcience  of 
government. 

Religion  has  latterly  been  the  chief  ob- 
ject in  which  the  arts  have  been  made  to 
join  their  aid  with  thofe  great  effeds,  which 
I  could ,  wiih  to  extend  to  more  general 
utility.  But  in  this  progrefs,  I  fear  wc 
have  lately  loft,  inftead  of  gaining  ground. 
I  cannot  but  lament  that  our  religious  re- 
formers fhould  have  thought  it  neceffary  to 

difmifs, 
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difpiifs,  at  once^  from  our  churches,  paints 
ing,  fculpture,  and  muficr  A^y  not  we 
hope  that  fome  of  our  princes  or  biflxops 
will  be  able  t;o  recal  them  to  their  ftation 
by  degrees,  as  ufeful  knowledge  and  ele- 
gant tafte  ejKtead  their  influence?  We 
ought  not  tp.defp^air  of  fuch  a  revcJutioh, 
!when  we  know  tliat  even  fbnje  of  the  Ma- 
homedan  princes  contrived  to  admit  the  arts, 
in  fpite  of  their  religion,  though  it  feems 
to  have  been  e£bd>lijihed  on  purpofe  to  ex- 
clude them^  to  promote  ignorance,  and 
dkftroy  the  ment^  powers* 
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'  C(mm&ce.--^MQ,nufa£lures.—-^efle£lions^ 

THE  French,  with  sjl  their  in^duflxy, 
are  not  yet  a  commerci^^l  natioq^ 
though  theiJr  goveroment  appears  at  times 
to  be  fmitten  with  fome  temporary  fits  qf 
fupporting  trade  (perhaps  becaufe  it  is  the 
fall^on),  apd  have  evQn  tate;n  part  in  thei 
modern  abfurcjity  ol  comm^rcihl  wflrs.  They 
would  not  have  much  occafion,to  depend 
on  the  pre<;a)f ious  refoyrcies  of  foremen  (ioniT 
merce,  if  they  could  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
the  advantages  of  their  fituation — of  th^ 
fertility  and  extent  of  their  .country.  But 
that  again  would  require  a  decree  of  liberty 
?ind  fecurity,  and  a  kind  of  government  ojf 
which  they  are  perhaps  now  incapable. 

Even  if  commerce  fhould  appear  to  be- 
come more  necefljiry  to  them,  in  order  to 
contend  with  other  maritime  powers,  if  they 

are 
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a^e  wife,  they  will  confider  well  before  they 
attempt  to  facrifice  their  military  to  their 
commercial  chara&er.  While  the  romantic 
fentiments  of  honour  can  produce  certain 
effects  and  exertions^  it  would  be  unwife 
to  fubftitute  the  love  of  wealth,  which 
might  not  operate  in  the  fame  manner. 

Confidering,  however,  the  difficulties 
there  muft  be,  under  fuch  a  government,  to 
attrad  or  raife  great  capitals,  and  to  employ 
them  in  any  fcheme  of  commerce  or  manu* 
fadure,  they  have  fucceeded  amazingly  in 
fome  things  of  the  kind.  You  know  their 
fuccefs  in  iilks,  and  in  fome  forts  of  wool* 
lens,  which  might  fucceed  ftill  better  if  lefs 
burdened  with  regulations.  Their  goblins 
is  an  elegant  manufadtory.  That  company 
has  a  monopoly  for  dying  certain  colours. 
This  we  fhould  perhaps  think  oppreffive, 
but  here  it  may  have  good  effeds.  Like 
the  royal  manufadlories  in  fome  other 
poor  nations,  it  may  be  the  only  means  of 
retaining  them  in  the  country,  and  of  fup- 
porting  the  quality  and  reputation  of  the 
goods;  operating  fomewhat  in  the  way  that 

our 
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eur  ftatutes  of  afi^renticeflilp  >]tiaye  been 
fuppofed  to  do;  and  I  fufped):  there  may  be 
truth  in  that  fuppofition,  and  wifdoni  in  the 
inftitution;  for,  in  countries  where  ap- 
prenticefhips  are  not  rendered  neceflary  by 
law,  I  think  the  workmanfliip  of  every 
thing  is  inferior.  I  wifh  you  could  per- 
fuade  fome  of  your  dyers,  and  others 
who  work  in  metals,  &c.  to  ftudy  che- 
miftry,  and  could  give  a  better  education 
to  your  tradefmen,  and  to  the  lower  people 
in  generaK 

The  manufadory  of  looking--glafs  like- 
wife,  fo  well  known  here,  is  a  noble  and 
profitable  work,  and  well  condudted.  Eight 
hundred  ptsople  are  employed  in  one  build- 
ing* You  may  attempt  it  in  England,  but 
cannot,  I  fear,  fucceed  near  fo  well  as  here; 
for  there  will  not  be  near  the  fame  demand. 
The  fuperior  luxury  and  riches  of  this  great 
country, — the  fafhion  and  tafte  of  the  peo- 
ple for  that  ornaipent, — ^their  having  the 
ftart  id  the  methods  of  workings  and  in  the 
markets  of  Europe,  are  caufes  quite  fufiiqi- 

VoL.  I.  S  ent 
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tnt  for  holdmg  Aeir  grc^t  friperiorfiy  over 
all  competitors  in  this  branch. 

The  pftrcelaine  fabitcs^  which  many 
princes  feem  of  late  fo  fond  of  promoting^ 
can  be  of  little  fervice,  I  doobt,  to  a  na- 
tions—only fo  far  as  they  may  be  the 
means  of  improving  the  public  tafte,  and 
thofe  we  call  earthen  ware^  which^  beitig 
of  common  ufe,  are  of  far  more  import- 
ance. Though,  in  thefe  laft,  they  arc 
trying  fome  of  our  late  improvements  at 
Rouefty  as  well  as  fome  of  the  cotton  vel- 
vets, I  have  no  dread  of  their  bei^fg  able 
to  rival  our  friends  Bentley  and  Wedge- 
wood,  nor  the  arts  and  methods  fo  far  be- 
fore them,  and  long  eftablifhed,  at  Man- 
chefter,  and  clfewhere. 

When  vnll  nations  be  ctrred  of  the  folly 
of  attempting  to  fupply  themfelves  with 
every  thing  by  their  own  hands  ?  How 
much  better  to  take  of  each  other  whatever 
is  the  moft  natural  and  convenient  produce 
of  each?  This  may  open  a  fertile  fource  of 

ititer- 
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iitterconrfe,  and  of  fatare  bene&9  to  maok^ 
kind. 

HioughlJbk  is  tiow  become  a  very  liberal 
nation^  or  rather  produces  many  liberal 
individuals,  their  reputation  in  this  too  is 
i>eyond  the  reality,  as  in  many  other 
things.  The  reputation  is  acquiccd  by 
means  of  many  little  arts,  and  of  their 
pretty  little  language* 

Though  doubtful  if  their  government 
will  ever  be  liberal  enough  to  open  their 
ports  with  us  on  a  fair  and  equitable  foot- 
ing;-— ^though  their  politics  have  generally 
been  too  artful  and  cunning,  and  confifted 
moflly  in  little  tricks,  and  in  outwitting 
even  their  friends— a  great  faulty  and  too 
much  imitated  ; — yet  let  us  hope,  that 
fomc  liberal  prince,  or  minifter,  may  dare 
to  lead  them  right. 

It  is  more  from  ill-hjaaiouT  thaa  want  of 

knowledge,  that  natiqns  4q  not  yet  lay 

their  commerce  wore  open  to  each  pther. 

Let  us  hope,  that  fome  of  thein  will  foon 

S  2  break 
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break  the  ice,  and  others  may  follow.  As 
our  friend  Adam  Smith's  book  comes  to  be 
more  generally  read  and  known,  I  think 
his  principles  muft  prevail,  and  contribute 
greatly  to  open  the  eyes  of  nations  to  fee 
their  own  intereft;  and  it  may,  in  that 
cafe,  be  of  more  fervice  to  the  world  than 
any  book  that  has  appeared  fmce  Euclid. 

The  French  would  willingly  perfuade 
themfelves,  and  the  world,  that  their  coun* 
try  is  improving  very  fail:  but  of  that,  I 
doubt  even  the  poflibility  under  fuch  a 
government.  Their  having  advanced  fo 
far,  under  fo  much  oppreflion,  is  really 
wonderful;  but  I  fufpeffc  they  cannot  go 
much  farther.  The  fine  arts — ^the  trifling 
arts,  may  yet  advance  a  little ;  but  I  doubt 
the  country,  and  the  people,  muft  long 
remain  nearly  as  they  are,  or  go  back- 
wards. 

A  few  philofof^ers  in  the  capital  may 
write  very  good  books,  and  may  fancy 
they  are  improving  their  nation,  and  the 
.world,  at  a  great^  rate,  and  all  the  while 

'    ^  their 
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their  names  are  fcarcely  known  in  the  pro- 
vinces, where  it  requires  fer  other  efforts 
to  banifh  oppreflion,  civil  and  ecclefiaftic, 
againft  the  intereft  of  the  more  powerful 
iupporters  of  eftablifhed  abufes. 

,  Book-making  is  a  very  confiderable  trade 
in  this  country ;  and  they  are  thereby  bet- 
ter known,  and  rather  over-rated,  in  other 
countries.  Europe  pays  them,  in  this  way, 
a  confiderable  and  voluntary  tax  for  the 
pleafure  and  convenience  of  their  agreeable, 
and  now  almoft  univerfal  language. 

Thus,  I  am  at  length  gradually  brought 
back  to  the  fubjeO:  of  your  laft, — to  the 
province  of  fancy,  tafte,  and  literature; 
where,  I  grant  you,  fomethihg  muft  be 
frequently  picked,  to  mix  up  with  the  dry 
materials  of  mere  utility,  and  to  feafon, 
where  poffible,  the  bitter  or  infipid  draughts 
of  commoix  or  laborious  life.  But  the  re- 
turn is  now  too  late,  and  muft  be  referred 
to  the^ext. 


S3 
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LETTER    IX. 


'  Arti/is^''^NationaUtes.  — •  Theatres. — Reflec^ 
tions. — Language. 

IT  may  prcfently  be  feen  that  the  arts 
have  been  encouraged  here  more  than 
with  us,  and  with  more  fuccefs  at  one 
period ;  though  I  think  they  have  at  others 
gone  farther  wrong  than  burfelves.  Al- 
though they  have  had  very  great  mailers, 
'  and  the  names  of  Pouflin,  Le  Brun,-  Le 
Sueur,  Girardon,  &€•  will  always  ftand 
high  in  the  lifts  of  fame,  yet  the  national 
tafte  has  been  but  little  improved  by  them ; 
and  the  general  ftyle  of  drawing,  of  otna- 
'ment.  of  architecture,  is  ftill  almoft  asvi- 
cioufly  national  and  capricious  as  before 
tthe^  time  of  thofe  great  men.  They  have 
more  great  worlcs  to  fliew  than  we  have ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  more  bad  tafte. 
The  moderns  in  general  have  been  finking, 
and  are  now  far  beneath  the  fchools  of 
Q  thofe 


LfTTEE^   F30M   FRANC£._       z6j 

thofe  great  maftere ;  but  I  think  thie  French 
have  funk  lower  than  any  of  us^  and  more 
than-  was  to  be  expeded  in  fo  great  and 
polifhed  a  nation. 

There  is  now  however  fome  hope,  I 
think,  of  the  revival  of  true  tafte  and  ee-^ 
nius  in  the  competition  of  thofe  two  gr^at 
nations,  France  and  England :  but  we  muft 
all  have  recourfe  to  It^ly  for  that  piirpojfe; 
and  muft  there  labour  yet  long,  before  it 
can  be  accomplifhed*  In  that  progrefs,  we 
Xhall  probably  approach  nearer  to^ach  other^ 
and  may  agree  better  in  tafte  and  Qpinions  j 
though,  J  in  man.y  things^  each  will.moft 
likely  always  retainjts  peculiarities. 

There  are  fome  early  habits  more  obfti- 
nately  retained  than  others.  Our  tafte,  for 
example,  in  cookery,  in  amufements,  in 
drefs,  and  ornaments,  I  think  we  feldom 
change;  and  we  are  more  firmly  attached 
to  particular  dilhes,  plays,  a£tors,  and  fing- 
ers, thai^  to.  many  things  of  greater  im- 
portance. Though  men  and  nations  feem 
born  to  differ  wherever  it  is  polfible,  yet 
S  4  where 
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^here  the  general  principles  ate  obvious, 
^e  muft  often  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 
We  .may  agree  with  thefe  people  about  a 
problem  or  a  pidlure,  but  we  fhall  perhaps 
always  prefer  roaft  beef  and  Shakefpear  to 
foupe  and  Racine  J  while  they,  as  conftant- 
ly,  remain  in  the  oppofite  tafte,  and  prefer 
the  latter. 

Their  mufic,  and  fome  of  their  theatri- 
cal amufements,  are  certainly  full  of  bad 
tafte,  as  well  as  with  us,  though  we  differ 
widely.  Truth  is  but  one— ^errors  are  in- 
finite. In  order  to  get  into  the  right  road 
that  leads  to  improvement,  to  truth,  beau- 
ty, and  nature,  we  muft  firft  be  forced 
from  our  national  prejudices,  by  early  and 
frequent  travel,  and  muft  become  inti- 
mately converfant  with  the  arts,  tafte,  and 
people,  of  other  countries.  Even  then, 
our  labour  is  only  begun ;  much  will  af- 
terwards depend  on  the  wifdom  and  en- 
couragement, and  on  particular  inftitutions, 
at  home,— on  education— on  faftii»n. 

You 
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'  You  know  the  French  have  fome  good 
eomedies;  and  their  fpirited  and  agreeable 
manner  is  well  fuited  to  comic  adlion.  In- 
deed I  confider  them  as  the  firft  comedians 
in  the  world :  but  their  tragic  adion  and 
declamation,  of  which  they  are  fo  fond, 
I  think  wretched;  confiding  moftly  of  a 
kind  of  furious  -  or  outrageous  bombaft^ 
which  I  believe  feldom  fails  to  difguft 
ftrangers  at  firft.  The  Frenchified  Greek 
and  Roman  charadlers,  which  they  fliew 
on  their  ftage,  are  like  nothing  in  nature ; 
but  appear  to  us  a  ridiculous  fort  of  cari^ 
caturasy  blown  up  by  a  puerile  or  petulant 
kind  of  pafEon,  unworthy  even  of  the  chil- 
dren of  thofe  manly  pe9ple.  Though  the 
French  feem  to  like  all  forts  of  violence 
in  adion,  declamation,  &c.  and  prefer 
their  wretched'  tragedies  to  their  excellent 
comedies;  ytt  I  do  not  think  they  feel 
much  with  the  adors,  nor  can  be  confix- 
dered  as  fond  of  tragedy.  They  are  al- 
ways difpofed  to  be  pleafed,  and  feem  to 
diftribu^e  their  applaufe  in  proportion  to 
the  exertions  of  the  adors,  though  ever 
{q  gj^travagant :  thefe  are  generally  in  ex- 
tremes,. 
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tremes,  which  are  ufually  diftorted  and  ng* 
ly }  they  arc  always  ready  to  burft  on  every 
trifling  occafion  of  paffiou :  fo  that  they,  as 
it  were,  at  once  overihoot  the  mark,  and 
leave  behind  all  thofe  natural  gradations  or 
tranfitions  in  the  paflions  or  afife^ions  of 
the  mind.  In  ihort,  their  players,  totyours 
prets  a  crMr^  feem ,  to  have  very  feldom 
any  idea  of  a  truly  great  and  dignified  cha* 
ra6:er;  and  but  few  of  their  poets  have 
arrived  to  the  fublime  or  natural,  on  any 
fubjed:,  and  ftill  lefs  in  the  operations  of 
the  human  paflions.  The  great  charac- 
ters which  they  have  attempted  to  deli'^ 
iieate,  from  whatever  country  they  are  an- 
nounced, generally  turn  out  to  be  mere 
Frenchmen. 

The  caufes  of  thofe  things,  and  of  their 
appearance  to  us,  may  be  various  and  com- 
plicated: yet  I  cannot  help  attributing 
much  of  it  to  their  language.  Wherever 
the  great  paflions  are  concerned,  the  ftrange 
magic  of  this  language  with  me  isJfuch,  as 
to  turn  the  hero  who  ufes  it,  into  ^fanfa^ 
ron^  and  the  fineft  air,  in  finging,   into  a 

yulgar 
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vulgar  howL      But   the    mc&  powerful, 
though  diAant^  fburce  of  all  thtir  egaremats 
in  thefe  various  wallos  of  fajocy  and  genius^ 
is  probably  a. &lfe  or  defe&ive   tafte   for 
the  beautiel  of  nature,  ajtid  their  want  of 
inclination  for  a  country  iife :    this  agaiA 
may  proceed  from  their  government,  man- 
ners,   and  ways  of  living.      Things    are 
wonderfully  cbnhefked  in  this  world.     Per*- 
haps  till  we  fte  their  farms  and  country- 
houfes  improve,  we  cannot  expe£k  them  to 
produce  a  natural  poet,  painter,  or  ador. 
There  are  moral  as  well  as  natural  qualities 
that   exclude  each   other.     Thefe  people, 
with  fuch  wit'  and  vivacity,  muft  perhaps 
be    propbrtifariatty  deficient    in  judgment, 
and  muft  be  oftener  wrong  than  fome^of 
their,  Cooler  and  fedater  neighbours.     This 
to/tnany- appears 'td  be  adually  the  cafe. 
But  their  genius  is  again  rather  rcftrained 
atid  (hackled  by  fome  other  circumftances-^ 
by  thofe  already  mentioned ;  by  the  nature 
of  their  government — ^by  the  formation  of 
their  language,  which,   though  a  very  fine 
one  for   fome   purpofes,  is   confined,  and 
unfit  for  others,  by  being  idiomatic   and 

affeded. 


a68       LETTERS   FROM  FRANCE. 

affeded.  But  I  may  have  occafion  to  re- 
turn to  thefe  fubje£b,  where  founds  ^re 
concerned;  and  the  iize  of  the  paper,  as 
ufual,  relieves  you  for  the  prefent.  I  fhall 
however  fill  it  up  with  an  obfervation  I 
think  I  haye  read  or  heard; — that  within 
certain  limits  or  paths  of  their  own,  the 
French  have  probably  more  variety  and 
grace  in  their  writings  than  we,T— more  and 
nicer  ihades  and  diftincflions  in  expreilion 
and  manner: — but  I  think  they  feldom  or 
never  arrive  at  the  {dstitforce^  in  thought 
or  expreffion.  They  have  many  pretty 
ways  of  infinuating  what  they  mean;  but 
ieldom  any  of  our  forcible  and  manly  ways 
pi  Jpeaking  out :  and,  when  they  attempt 
it,  fa  devient  de  fanfaronades.-^^T\&  the 
fwelling  of  the  frog.  The  language  natu- 
rally made  for  graceful  trifling,  cannot^  it 
(hould  feem,  attempt  the  fublime  or  mag- 
nificent, without  bordering  on  the  ridi^ 
culous^ 
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LETTER    X. 

Of  Travelling^^Obfervations  on  arbitrary 
Powery  Ssfr* 

PARTS  of  our  joumies  have  been  ra-* 
ther  too  much  hurried  for  me,  and 
wc  had  not  always  opportunities  to  ftop 
where  1  wifhed,  in  order  tb  examine,  or 
to  refle£t  or  converfe  on  what  wc  (aw* 
But  I  believe  that  is  often  the  cafe  with 
moft  travellers :  fo  that  many  wife  re- 
flexions, that  might  thus  have  been' pro- 
duced, muft  now  be  loft,  and  thou  go 
uninftrui^ed  to  thy  grave,  as  the  clown 


I  grant  you  that  an  Englishman  may 
live  tolerably  well  in  France,  arid  be  well 
enough  amufed;  as  many  of  us  have  ex- 
perienced :  yet  I  doubt  if  there  be  much 
real  and  ufeful  inftrudion  to  be  acquired. 
In* the  ufiilul  arts,  we  ate  already  before 

them; 
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them;  and  in  the  fine  arts,  though  we 
have  not  done  fo  much,  we  have  not  gone 
fo  far  wrong.  Though  thefe  arts  have 
not  been  fo  much  activated  and  encou- 
raged among  us,  what  we  have  produced 
is  otore  within  the  bounds  of  fimplidty 
and  nature ;  and  we  have  not,  like  them, 
quite  fo  much  way  to  go  back  in  order  to 
regain  the  right  road. 

VTidi  reiped  to  what  we  may  learn  on 
any  moral  fubjefts,  as  of  law,  government, 
or  manners;  their  national  charader,  their 
<afte,  their  paffions,  are  fo  oppofite  to  ours, 
that  I  often  doubt  the  ufe  or  applicability  to 
us  of  fuch  knowledge*  Their  li&  nnift  ieem 
at  firil  to  us  unnatural,  and  they  themfehres 
afpeciea  apart  from  the  reft  of  human  na- 
ture :  yet  there  is  fo  much  inconfiflency  in 
mankind,  that  thefe  very  people  take-  the 
lead  in  almoft  everything,  and  areobfe- 
quioufly  followed  by  the  reft  of  Eurc^e. 
There  may  be  fufficient  rea£j>nfs  for  this, 
when  we  come  to  examine  the  matter. 
.Somebody  has  written  a  book  called  ./*£»- 
rope  Fraufoiji.  Some  of  tfae:^|M^ttc  peo- 
ple 
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pte  ctAl  us  £uiK)pean«  all  by  the  name  of 
Franks^  and  confider  us  as  one  natioitt 
We  may  thank  the  French  for  bringing 
us  all  to  that  refemblance*    * 

Various  refleftions  will  tiatiiirally  otecur 
to  an  Englifliman,  v^rheii  he  furveys,  evem 
liere,  the  confequciices  of  arbitrary  po'w^ 
eri  among  the  mt>ft'  ftriking  of  whicfe 
-wiH  be  the  pbverty  and  oppreflion  of  the 
lower  claffes  of  fdciety. 

This  government,  fiiice  it  got  the  bet- 
ter of  the  nobility  and  the  Proteftants, 
overpowered  all  opjpofition,  and  deftroyed 
all  the  traces  of  freedom,  has  hitherto  be- 
haved WPnderoufly  Well,  confidering  its 
unlimited  abilities  to'  do  otherwife  with  im- 
munity, and  the  natural  effeds  of  uncon- 
trolled power  oh  its  pofleffors.  This  may 
perhaps  be  attributed  td  the  accidental  in- 
fluence of  pdliflied  manners,^  fcience,  and 
civilization :  but  I  Would  ndt  promife  dr 
depend  much  on 'the  continuance  of  fuch 
moderation,  nor  on  the  duration  of  fuch 
cafual  influfnce.     We  can   already   trace 

the 
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the  footfteps  of  derpotifm  here,  and  per- 
ceive her  c^relefs  and  unfeeling  indolence, 
with  many  unguarded  ftrokes  of  her  na- 
tural pride  and  infolence,  and  can  fee  that 
(he  muft,  foon  or  late,  break  loofe  from 
fuch  feeble  reflraints;  and  that  philofo- 
phers,  women,  and  public  opinion,  will 
not  always  be  a  fufficient  cheque  even  to 
her  caprices.  Though  this  tyranny  is  not 
yet  fo  bad  as  that  of  eaftem  defpotifm,  it 
may  terminate  fomewhat  in  that  way  in 
due  time :  the  people  are  already  obvioufly 
impoveriflied  and  oppreffed.  Effects  muft 
follow,  and  be  proportioned  to  their  caufes. 
'  Of  the  poffeffors  of  uncontrolled  power,  a 
greaf  majority  will  probably  always  be  fpoilt 
by  it,  in  fome  degree,— bodies  of  men  ftill 
more  than  individuals.  How  different  the 
behaviour  of  a  Cyrus,  or  an  Alexander, 
before  and  after  the  poflefSon  of  power? 
Even  the  Romans,  when  once  triumphant, 
foon  loft  fight  of  the  wifdom,  juftice,  tem- 
perance, and  moderation,' which  had  laid 
the  foundation  of  their  empire. 

r     -  The 
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The  ancient  European  nations  maintain- 
ed, for  a  time,  that  free  and  independent 
fpirit,  which  had  been  their  chara£teriftic, 
as  wandering  tribes.  But  in  that  ftate  of 
fociety  and  *  knowledge,  no  fyftem  of  pre- 
cautions and  control  could  be  forefeen  or 
eftabliflxed,  fufficient  to  fecure  their  ufual 
freedom  againft  the  encroachments  of  ty- 
ranny, which  muft  follow  the  influence  of 
property,  now  fuperadded  to  the  military 
authority  of  their  chiefs.  The  warlike 
forms  and  order  of  the  field,  tranfplanted 
or  continued  to  the  fixed  fociety,  in  time 
produced  the  feudal  fyftem;  a  fpecies  of 
government  which  was  foon  found  to  be 
incompatible  with  civil  liberty,  and  which 
aboliftied  all  former  ideas  of  independence, 
and  of  the  equal  right  in  each  man  to 
whatever  he  might  lawfully  poiTefs,  though 
ever  fo  fmall ;  till  fociety  came  gradually  ' 
to  be  divided  into  tyrants  and  flaves. 

One  of  the  neceflfary  produdions  of  that 
fyftem,  and  perhaps  the  beft,  was  that  bar- 
barous fpecies  of  perpetual  war,  which 
came  afterwards  to  be  a  little  foftened  and 

Vol.  I.  T  humanize^^ 
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humanized  by  the  romantic  fetltiments  of 
chivalry.  War  exercifcs  and  maintains  feme 
of  the  noble  and  manly  exertions ;  and 
thofe  who  fight  are  always  good  for  fbme- 
thing. 

,  As  men  acquire  freedom  and  feciirity, 
they  are  known  to  improve  in  arts  and 
induftry ;  in  dexterity  and  divifion  of  la- 
bour: thence  a  greater  number  may  be 
maintained  in  idlenefs,  and  the  powers  and 
the  happinefs  of  the  whole  fociety  are  con-» 
fidered  as  thereby  increafed.  But  fuch  is 
the  love  of  power,  that  llavery  would  moft 
probably  have  maintained  its  ground, 
though  fo  obvioufly  againll  the  intereft  of 
the  whole,  and  particularly  of  the  mafters, 
had  it  not  been  for  certain  accidents  and 
changes  in  manners  and  ways,  of  life. 
Thefc  proceeded  probably,  at  firft,  from 
that  m^dnefs  for  the  cruzades,  which  fo  ge- 
nerally infefted  Europe,  and  of  which  the 
hiftory  is  fufficiently  known.  The  necef- 
fary  expences  attending  thofe  expeditions, 
fome  increafe  of  knowledge,  tafte^  arts, 
and  luxuries,  brought  from  the  Eaft,  pro- 
duced 
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duccd  confiderable  changes  at  home ;  among 
which  was  the  circulation  of  property,  and 
the  releafe  of  numbers  from  a  ftate  of 
bondage. 

The  church,  you  know,  likewife  lent  a 
helping  hand  to  the  abolition  of  flavery, 
partly  from  religious,  and  partly  from  in- 
tcrefted,  motives.  But  domeftic  freedom 
could  be  fully  eftabliftied  only  in  thofe 
countries  which  have  entirely  broken  and 
thrown  off  the  feodal  claims.  In  the  de- 
cline of  that  fyftem  it  was  ftill  doubted  by 
many,  whether  the  abolition  of  flavery 
would  be  of  advantage  to  the  people  in 
general?  Though  it  has  undoubtedly 
proved  fo  in  England,  and  fome  other 
countries,  the  advantages  may  perhaps  ftill 
be  doubtful  where  the  abfolute  power  of 
one  majler  has  fucceeded  to  that  of  the 
many ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  advances 
made  in  arts  and  civilization,  it  might  yet 
be  a  queftipn,  whether  the  defpotifm  of 
one  would  not  be  worfe  than  feodal  anar- 
chy, where  that  one  was  not  a  very 
good  man,  and  a  firm  and  enlightened 
T  2  philo- 
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philofopher,  which  we  have  reafon  to  fear 
would  feldotn  be  the  cafe  if  the  ancient 
ignorance  ftili  prevailed  ;  fuch  princes  be- 
ing efven  now  rare,  with  all  the  advan* 
tages  of  modern  knowledge  and  education. 
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LETTER    XL 

Of  Studies  and  aSive  Purfuits. — The  French 
and  Engli/b^ — -their  Governments. 

I  MEANT  to  give  you  fome  travels,  as 
well  as  refledionsj  but  I  think  the  lat- 
ter vrill  eacroach  uppn  and  fill  up  moft  of 
your  paper.  As  there  may  be  but  litde  that 
is  new  to  you  remaining  for  me  to  tell  of 
thefe  countries,  and  as  I  am  perhaps  na- 
turally more  of  a  projector  than  a  retailer 
of  fa£ts  and  particulars,  I  fliall  probably  go 
on  frequently  to  indulge  in  various  fpecu- 
lations  upon  different  fubje(3:s,  as  they  may 
be  called  to  mind  by  what  I  fee. 

In  my  journal  I  find  feveral  things  about 
French  literature,  of  which  I  mean  to  give 
you  fome  extracts,  as  memory  and  occa- 
fions  may  anfwer* 

T  3  In 
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In  France,  and  indeed  throughout  Eu- 
rope, all  things  feem  in  a  perpetual 
change  or  progrefs,  which  is  governed  by 
fafliion.  Even  virtues,  talents,  change 
their  places  and  degrees  of  eftimation  in 
a  ihort  time.  In  one  age,  all  for  fighting; 
another,  all  for  ftudy.  Since  we  began 
to  prefer  idle  to  active  purfuits,  and  to 
take  more  credit  for  what  we  know  and 
can  talk  of,  than  for  what  we  can  do,  we 
have  fancied  every  thing  was  to  be  learn- 
ed from  reading  books,  when  not  too  idle 
even  for  that  occupation. 

One  perceives  thefe  things  more  obvi- 
oufly  tere  in  France,  though  they  proba- 
bly read  lefs  than  you  do.  Some  of  their 
moft  fenfible  men,  I  think,  place  too  much 
dependence  on  books,  and  almoft  forget 
that  reading  can  never  entirely  fupply  the 
place  of  practical  knowledge,  though  a  very 
neceffary  affiftance  in  order  to  know  or  do 
any  thing  well.  To  acquire  univerfal  learn- 
ing, they  feem  to  think  one  has  only  to  con- 
fult  their  dictionaries — ^the  form  into  which 
they  have  thrown  every  art   and  fcience, 

from 
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from  cookery  and  hair-dreffing,  up  to  every 
ufeful  trade  and  fpecies  of  philofophy :  a 
manner  of  writing  which  may  be  of  great 
utility  to  mankind,  if  they  are  taught  to 
take  it  only  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  not 
to  depend  on  it  too  much.  I  wifh  fuch 
books  to  be  reduced  in  fize  and  price; 
but  they  feem,  on  the  contrary,  growing 
bigger  and  dearer.  They  might  be  made 
to  ferve  as  memoranda  in  all  the  arts,  but 
cannot  teach  them.  Eyery  thing-  that  faci- 
litates knowledge  to  the  people,  and  tends 
to  render  each  art  and  fcience  uniyerfally 
known,  rauft  be  of  fervice  td  mankind  in 
general ;  and  their  benefit  and  conveni- 
ence is  certainly  at  leaft  of  equal  confe^ 
quence  with  that  of  thofe  few  who  depend 
entirely  on  books  for  their  knowledge,, 
and  who  are  not  generally  of  fuch  im- 
portance to  fociety.  You  have  obferved, 
cbcz  vousy  fomc  who,  after  the  moft  labo- 
rious literary  refearches,  were  found  to  be 
.novices  among  the  firft  people  of  pradice 
with  whom  they  had  any  thing  to  do,  till 
they  began  to  difcover  how  far  behind  real 
practice,  books  generally  are  in  moft  of 
T  4  the 
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the  ufeful  branches.  They  may  be  ne- 
ccflary  in  every  kind,  even  of  pra6:ical 
knowledge,  to  a  certain  degree ;  but  then 
you  muft  know  where  to  dcubt,  and  when 
to  leave  them. 

When  the  importance  of  education  fhall 
be  better  undetftood,  and  men  fhall  have 
learnt  to  eftimate  things  nearer  to  their 
real  value,  books  may  moje  nearly  keep 
pace  with  pradice,  and  be  of  more  ufe  to 
it ;  and  mankind  may  not  then  be  divided, 
as  now,  into  two  clafles — the  few  who 
read  and  depend  too  much  on  books,  and 
the  many  who  do  not  read  at  all.  Theory 
and  pradice  may  then  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other,  and  fome  prac- 
tical fcience  defcend  to  the  lower  and  moft 
ufeful  ranks  of  men. 

In  the  French  there  is  an  apparent  mu- 
tability, but  at  bottom  a  real  famenefs  of 
charader,  through  all  the  known  periods  of 
their  hiftory.  Although,  in  fome  former 
times,  they  may  have  flood  higher  as  to 

power. 
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power,  arts,  fcience,  tafte,  and  great  men, 
there  are  certain  peculiarities  which  form 
fo  infeparably  i  part  of  their  character,  that 
I  believjB  they  muft  have  been  nearly  the 
fame  fort  of  people  at  all  periods,  whether 
as  ancient  Gauls,  or  Francks,  or  modern 
French.  j  ' 

But  with  us  Englifli,  there  is  a 
real  fund  of  mutability,  fo  to  fpeak,  if 
)ye  are  confidered  either  individually  or 
nationally.  You  know  we  are  reputed  as 
changeable  as  our  climate.  We  have  been 
a  very  different  fort  of  people  at  different 
periods — before  and  after  the  Reformation, 
for  example.  We  have  taken  a  new  cha- 
ra£ter  even  fince  the  Revolution,  and  differ 
much  in  our  manners  arid  difpofition 
fmce  the  time  when  Erafmus  vifited  us ; 
and  in  our  temperament  there  are 
perhaps  yet  the  feeds  of  future  revolu- 
tions. 

In  the  French  I  fee  no  fufEcient  caufes 
of  any  great  future  change  or  progrefs; 
and  they  arc  not  now  perhaps  capable  of 

procuring 
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procuring  or  executing  any  fpecies.  of  gi>- 
Temment,  very  different  from^  or  better 
than,  what  they  at  prefent  poflefs,  and 
which  is  perhaps  now  fo  well  adapted  to 
their  charafter,  to  their  habits  of  think- 
ing, and  ways  of  life,  that  a  much  better 
may  not  be  wilhed  or  expeded. 

There  are  doubtlefs  many  degrees  of  good, 
Ihort  of  perfe(fiion,  which  is  not  to  be  ob- 
tained in  this  world,  though  it  is  of  vaft 
confequence  t6  keep  it  in  fight,  as  well  as 
the  right  to  the  freedom  of  inveftigation. 
Since  we  fee  that  thefe  people  can  be  tole- 
rably happy  in  their  prefent  condition,  it 
may  be  fold  that  the  ends  of  government 
are  fully  anfwered,  as  the  beft  could  do 
no  more.  Yet,  as  Englifh,  we  muft  ftill  fee 
deficiencies  in  this  their  prefent  condition. 
With  all  the  advantages  of  a  natural,  cheer- 
ful, and  happy  temper,  together  with  the 
beft  government  they  can  expedl  to  en- 
joy, we  muft  ftill  doubt  if  they  ever  can 
acquire  that  dignity  of  nature,  and  fenfe 
of  fecurity,  which  can  alone  produce  the 
'  efforts,  the  enterprifc,  the  public  fpirit,  and 

progrefa 


LETTERS   FROM   FRANCE.        283 

progrefs  of  improvement,  obfervable  among 
a  free  J)eople. 

Their  government  muft  now,  efpecially 
in  its  internal  operations,  probably  always 
partake  of  the  national  charader,  and  ci 
the  defers  incident  to  unlimited  power 
—prudent  and  artful,  rafh  and  unfteady, 
enterprifing  or  indolent,  by  turns — wis- 
dom and  folly,  fpirit  and  weaknefs,  mixed, 
or  alternately  taking  the  lead.  But  the  un- 
feeling indolence  and  arrogance  of  defpot- 
ifm  muft  perhaps  be  expected  at- length  to 
predominate. 

With  fuch  a  government,  whofe  cha- 
rafter  and  operations  muft  at  beft  depend 
fo  much  on  fafliion,  or  on  the  views  and 
difpofition  of  an  accidental  miniftgr,  mif- 
trefs,  or  favourite,  and  not  upon  a  fixed 
conftitution,  meafures  muft  too  frequently 
change  with  men ;  and  the  completion  of 
any  thing  great,  that  requires  much  time, 
can  hardly  be  expedted. 

This 
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This  muft  be  underftood  only  of  their  In- 
ternal or  domeftic  government ;  for  in  their 
foreign  politics  they  have  generally  been 
fieady,  deep,  and  artful ;  perhaps  too  artful, 
fo  as  to  create  fufpicions,  and  put  nations  on 
their  guard,  and  throw  them  ijito  confe* 
deracies  againft  their  fecret  arts  and  grow- 
ing power. 
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LETTER    XIL 

French  Pre-eminence^  — JlrtSy  —  Trades^-^ 
Intercourfe. 

IN  every  country  there  is  probably  fomc- 
thing  iifeful  to  be  learnt ;  and  to  this, 
which  has  been  fo  long  the  leading  nation 
in  Europe,  we  all  refort,  on  purpofe  to 
learn  almoft  every  thing*  ,  I  think  they 
deferve  that  pre-eminence,  in  fome  things j 
though  they  themfelves  are  too  apt  to  fancy 
that  they  do  in  all.  They  may  go  on  to 
deferve  it  ftill  more,  by  means  of  the  very 
advantages  attending  that  pre-eminence. 
Thofe  advantages  are  many  and  important. 
The  various  and  valuable  articles  of  com- 
merce, the  motives  to  induftry  and  exer- 
tion of  mind,  which  the  univerfality  of 
their  language  and  their  fafliions  have 
procured  them,  contribute  much  towards 
making  them   an  induftrjious  and  almoft 

commercial 
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commercial  people,  in  fpite  of  their  govern- 
ment, which  is  naturally  rather  carelefs  and 
oppreffive.  Though  the  concelfion  of  this 
pre-eminence  gives  them  conceit,  it  brings 
emulation  along  with  it,  and  promotes  a 
beneficial  adivity  in  the  provinces  of  tafte 
and  ufeful  fcience.  If  the  ftate  could  be 
forced  into  more  wifdom  and  benevolence, 
it  might  employ  more  effedual  means  to- 
wards their  preferving  the  lead  in  many 
more  things  of  real  importance  to  national 
profperity. 

Even  the  article  of  books,  which  they 
write  and  print  for  all  Europe,  is  no  in- 
confiderable  means  of  both  riches  and  of 
cxtenfive  influence,  though  the  Dutch  have 
induftrioufly  drawn  to  themfelves  a  ihare 
in  this  branch  of  trade.  The  univerfal 
prevalence  of  French  modes  and  manners 
likewife  facilitates  their  fchemes  in  foreign 
politics,  which  I  think  they  und^rfland 
much  better  than  they  da  the  principles  of 
domeftic  profperity.  This,  with  an  affidu*- 
ous  and  liberal  attention  to  their  minifters 
and     confuls     abroad,    gives     them    an 

afcendency 
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afcendency  in  all  the  courts,  and  a  power- 
ful, though  fccrct,  influence,  to  the  op- 
polite  extremities,  of  Europe.  Vou  know 
they  govern  Spain,  though  you  all  feemi 
ignorant  of  the  nature,  hiftory,  and  extent, 
of  that  connection :  and  I  am  told  that 
they  have  been  even  attentive,  like  the 
Jefuits,  to  the  acquiring  fome  fecret  influ* 
ence  in  the  education  of  as  many  as  they 
can  of  the  young  princes  in  Europe  j  and 
that  they  hope,  by  fuch  means,  to  guide 
the  next  Czar  of  Ruffia,  whp  is  already 
much  of  a  Frenchman. 

Ifi'this  reign  continues  fteady  to  the  prin- 
ciples in  which  it  Teems  to  begin,  they 
may  long  lead  and  manage  the  politics  of 
Europe  fecretly  in  their  own  way,  and 
carry  all  before  them. — Nay,  you  your- 
felves  may  now  be  only  ading  in  obedi- 
ence to  fome  of  the  fecret  impulfes  given 
or  promoted  by  this  court.  We  already  fee, 
and  may  learn,  from  Madame  Pompadour, 
and  others,  that  one  of  their  maxims  will 
be,  to  perfuade  all  Europe  that  they  ought 
to  be  jealous  of  the   Englilh,  who  mufl 

therefore 
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therefore  be  brought  down :  and  they  may 
now  fucceed.  ^  It  will  probably  long  conti- 
nue a  great  objedt  with  each  nation  to  reduce 
the  other,  even  at  the  cxpcnce  of  reducing 
itfelf  much  more.  How  much  better  for 
each  to  try  to .  raif<?  both !  but  cfpecially 
for  France,  a*  (he  would,  in  that  progrefe, 
gain  ftill  a  greater  fuperiority.  They 
might  govern  the  world,  if  they  could 
keep  fteady  to  their  principles  and  to  their 
allies,  and  not  grow  infolent  by  fuccefs. 
But  perhaps  that  is  not  in  human  nature; 
and  ftill  lefs  in  French  nature.  With  fuc- 
cefs, a  nation  never  knows  where  to  ftop. 
Greatnefs  knows  not  where  nor  how  to 
fet  bounds  to  itfelf,  but  generally  overfhoots 
the  mark,  and  wears  itfelf  out.  Profpe- 
lity  not  only  fpoils  us,  but  creates  us 
enemies.  Our  late  fuccefles  and  fupe- 
riority, in  this  century,  cannot  fail  of 
producing  yet  more  combinations  againft 
us,  probably  before  the  next. 

But,  as  I  was  going  to  obferve,  though 
we  are  probably  before  them  in  moft  of 
the  arts  and  trades,  that  are  of  the  greateft 

ufc 
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lafe  to*  mankind,  yet  there  may  be  much 
to  be  learned  in  this  country.  The  arts 
and  trades  form  a  very  extenfive  and  cu- 
rioufly  conne^ed  fyftem.  Thofe  of  dif- 
ferent countries,  and  even  thofe  of  the 
fame  country,  have  yet  much  to  learn  of 
each  other.  An  intelligent  artift  or  tradef- 
man  will  always  find  fomething  to  learn 
in  fo  adive  and  induflrious  a  nation  as 
this  J  and  I  am  pleafed  to  fee  our  manu- 
fadturers  travelling  here :— our  Bentleys, 
Coles,  and  others,  from  Birmingham,  Man- 
chefter,  &c. 

The  provinces  of  tafte  and  utility  are 
more  intimately  connected  than  the  world 
in  general  have  formerly  imagined  j  and 
happily,  the  ufeful  arts  are  not  now  beneath 
the  attention  of  the  fcholar  and  the  gen- 
tleman, while  your  tradefmen  are  not  all 
deftitute  of  an  ufeful  and  liberal  education ; 
though  there  is  yet  great  room  for  amend- 
tnent  in  that  way.  As  thofe  claffes  ap- 
proach each  other,  the  better  it  muft  be 
for  the  whole ;  for  the  different  claffes  of 
arts,  fciences,  and  men,  and  for  fociety  in 

Vol.  !•  U  general. 
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general.  In  moft  other  countries^  the  fine 
and  liberal  arts  are,  as  yet»  tb€^  mere  ap- 
pendages of  luxury;  they  ftand  alone 
and  aloof  from  the  other  artSy  their  poor 
relatives,  and  are  therefore  of  little  fervice 
to  the  nation. 

The  philofopher  rejoices  to  fee  them 
defcend  among  you  to  an  acquaintance 
with  their  humble  brethren;  and  all,  by 
mutual  afliftance,  promoting  each  other's 
intereft,  which  then  happily  coincides  with 
that  of  mankind.  While  you  continue  to 
know  this,  you  will  yet  more  liberally  pro- 
mote and  facilitate  education  in  general; 
the  reception  and  encouragement  of  ftran- 
gers  of  merit  f  the  travelling  of  proper 
ftudents  to  other  countries.  Your  differ- 
ent trades,  companies,  manufadkurers, 
Ihould  all  zealoufly  contribute  to  fupport, 
for  example,  fuch  inftitutions  as  your 
Royal  Academy,  with  other  more  fcientific 
fchools,  and  enable  them  to  fend  youth 
abroad :  you  may  thereby  go  on  to  improve 
and  preferve  fuch  a  fuperiority  ^n  every 
thing  you  produce^  founded  on  fcientifiQ 

and 
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9^d  mechanical  knowledge,  and  good,  taft?^ 
as  will  force  them  into  every  country,  evep^ 
in  fpite  of  the  confined  and  felfifh  views  of 
their  moft  foolifli  and  tyrannical  govern- 
ment6» 

Biit  if  ever  yoi;  come  to  be  fo  conceited 
as  to  fancy  you  want  no  fuch  foreign  af-^ 
iiftance;  that  you  can  proudly  ftalk  on 
alone,  and  ftill  preferve  your  fuperiority ; 
it  will  be  a  certain  fymptom  of  decline. 
Shut  up  in  your  own  ifland,  you  will 
quickly  barbarize  ipto  circumfcribed  na- 
tionalities j  will  fink  and  follow  the  fate 
of  all  nations  who  nave  ever  given  up,  or 
have  been  deprived  of,  a  fufficient  inter- 
courfe  with  others.^  However,  let  not' 
ftudents  of  tafte  flop  long  in  France : — ^let 
them  get  on  to  Italy  at  leaft,  where  fome 
gems  will  always  be  found  among  their 
rubbifli,  by  thofe  who  can  diftinguifh. 
Nay,  Italy  is  yet  the  country—the  capital 
of  tafte— and  the  other  nations  are  only 
the  diftant  provinces  of  that  empire.  Thi- 
ther muft  all  artifts  refort  to  get  rid  of 
their  provincial  and  vulgar  manners.  That 
U  2  people. 
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people,  though  now  fo  defpicable,  if  onctf 
united  under  a  good  government,  I  make 
no  doubt  would  again  foon  rule  the 
world*  Their  talents,  their  language, 
would  foon  appear  to  be  capable  of  every 
thing,  if  thefe  were  once  emplpyed  and 
exercifed  on  obje^s  worthy  of  their  exer* 
tions. 
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Wrench  Converfation  and  Societies ^-^  Lan-^ 
guage^ — and  Sirtging. 

I  WAS  forming  for  you  catalogues  of 
French  authors,  with  fome  fliort  re- 
marks, but  I  now  learp  tljat  fuch  things 
have  been  ^Ireacjy  fo  pftep  done,  that  it 
miLift  bj^  ijee41efs  to  fill  up  your  letters  with 
fuch  intellijgence.  The  French,  you  know, 
have  long  and  liberally  encouraged  all  the 
arts  and  fcienc^g,  and  have  generally  pre- 
fumed  to  take  the  lead  in  learning  as  well 
as  in  tafte ;  and,  what  has  dill  more  in- 
fluence, it  has  lately  becpme  the  fafhion, 
among  both  fexfs,  to  philofophi?;?,  and 
form  focieties  for  th?it  purpofe.  If  this  tafte 
ihould  continue  for  a  fuificient  length  of 
time,  the  French  ladies  may  prove  to  be 
very  good  philofophers  themfelves,  and 
piay  help  to  make  many  others.  They 
fi^ay  be  the  means  of  extending  knowledge, 
U  3  and 
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and  of  producing  fuch  beneficial  effects  as 
would  here  be  impoflible  without  their 
influence.  Students  may  certainly  toect 
in  France  with  more  affifta'nce,  and  more 
readily  in  Paris,  than  with  us,  in  conver-^ 
fation,  in  public  libraries,  and  ledures. 

Converfation  is  the  fort  of  this  people. 
From  thence  we  may  gather  more  plea-- 
Ture  and  improveraerrt  than  any  where 
clfe.  They  are  fo  thoroughly  agreeable  and 
communicative,  and  always  ready  to  give 
you  all  they  know :  fo  thit  the  reading  of  a 
very  feW  may  ferve  the  whole  nation,  and 
alfo  benefit  many  of  us  vifitors.  You  may 
'meet  here. with  whole  focieties,  genteel, 
agreeable,  and  apparently  well  informed, 
where  only  orie  or  two,  or  perhaps  none 
of  them,  ever  read  ;  not  even  on  tlie  fub-- 
je<Sls  upon  which  their  fociety  is  formed, 
and  their  conVerfation  chiefly  turns.  They 
pick  up  what  they  thiitk  fuflEdent  inform- 
ation, at  fecond  or  third  hand,  among  theh: 
friends.  The  knowledge  of  one  thus 
fpreads  through  a  great  number;  and 
hence  their  knack  at  talking  fo  well  on 
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fubjeds  which  they  have  never  ftudied,  and 
which  they  furprife  us  by  feeming  to  un* 
deriland  almoft  as  weH  as  many  of  thofe 
iwiio  have  gone  through  all  the  tedious 
forms  of  the  fchools. 

It  is  difficult  to  gain  admittance  to  the 
beft  company  here,  as  wdl  as  every  w^here 
elfe«     Nor  in  any  country  do  the  comfott- 
able,  little,  fenfible,  and  familiar,  focieties 
-eafily  admit  of  ftrangers;  and  ftill  lefs  of  fo- 
reigners :  but  where,  by  letters  or  friends^ 
you  are  once  received,  you  will  find  them 
more  communicative  and  agreeable   than 
.almoft  any  where  elfe.     However,  I  think, 
the  moft  fenfible  and  beft  informed  among 
them  have,    like    thofe  among  otirfelve*, 
fomething  referved  and  retired,   and  even 
fometimes  un  peu  mifanthrope^     Shall  we 
iJoubt  if  knowledge  encreafes  our  happi- 
nefs?    We   may,  —  if    the  knovvledge   of 
men's  follies  and  wickednefe  is  to  keep  us 
perpetually  out  of  humour  with  them. 

Doubtlcfe   fomc    of    thefc  obferyations 

muft  have  often  been  made  before,  though 

U  4  I  have 


296        LETTERS   FROM   FRANCE. 

I  have  not  fcen  them,   having  purpofelj 
*.  rather  avoided  reading  much  on  thofe  mat* 
ters,  that   I  may,  without  prejudice,    fee 
with  my  own  eyes.     Others  have  occurred, 
on  attending  with   a  little  more  applica^ 
tion  than  time  and  opportunities  Kad  hi- 
therto permitted  me  to  give  to  their  agree- 
able l^gguage, — to   its  founds  and  forma- 
tion.    With  all  its  defeds,  it  is  certain- 
ly^ the    language   of  profe,   as  fomebody 
has  obferved ;  and  more  efpecially  of  con- 
verfation.     You  fee  it   has   already  been, 
and  may  ftill  be,  of  great  fervice  to  man- 
kind as  a  general  and  convenient  medium 
of  communication;  and  now  in  pofleiSon 
of  that  privilege,   will   probably  keep  it, 
were  it  only  from  the  central  fituation  of 
this  country ;  as  feveral  nations^  in  order 
to  vifit  each  other,  muft  pafs  through  France. 
The  French  feem  formed  for  focial  inter- 
courfe,  and  their  language  made  on  puiv 
pofe  to  indulge  them  in  it. 

Though  their  converfation  is,  in  gene- 
ral, trivial, .  to  a  degree  beyond  what  you 

.    may 
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may  conceive,  yet  the  power  of  cuftom 
or  habit,  together  with  their  agreeable  man- 
ner, their  delicate  pronunciation  and  phra- 
feology,  will  foon  render  mpft  of  it  at 
leaft  fupportable,  and  much  of  it  highly 
agreeable.  As  we  become  greater  adepts, 
and  can  exprefs  ourfelves  with  eafe,  many 
new  beauties  and  delicacies  qf  the  language 
begin  to  appear,  and  to  pleafe  us,  We 
become  better  pleafed  with  ourfelves ;  and 
that  helps  greatly  to  embellifh  every  thing 
around  us.  And  among  liich  a  variety  of 
people,  a  chofen  few  may  always  be  found 
who  are  sX  once  learned,  fenfible,  an4 
agreeaWet 

Still  I  think,  for  fome  other  purpofes, 
this  language  is  defective  or  limited.  Con- 
fiding much  of  fixed  idioms  and  favourite 
expreffions,  though  dear  and  precife,  with 
little  variety  of  order  or  arrangement,  in 
fome  refearches  it  may,  like  books  in  ge- 
neral, carry  the  mind  a  certain  length,  or  in 
a  certain  tra£t;  but  then  it  will  tend  to  keep 
it  there,  and  furniih  but  little  encouragement 
or  aififtan(:e  to  go  farther.     Forthefe,  and 

other 
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other  fimilar  reafons,— from  an  zSe€taAon 
and  refinement  peculiar  to  this  people,  and 
generally  the  fruits  of  civilization, — ^from 
the  compofition  of  its  founds,  articulations, 
and  accents, — ^I  think  this  language  almoft 
totally  unfit  for  poetry,  and  entirely  unfit 
for  mufic.  But  to  fee  how  infenfible  the 
natives  are  to  thefe  defers  of  their  own 
language,  is  vexatious  and  melancholy.  One 
of  the  heavieft  taxes  I  have  to  pay  for  living 
among  them  is,  being  obliged  to  heat  them 
fmg.  For  though  their  language  is  fo  to- 
tally unfit  to  be  fung,  and  they  themfelves, 
wkh  that  unfortunate  manner  <^  thdrs, 
fuch  horrid  fingers,  yet,  from  one  end  of 
the  kingdom  to  the  other,  they  are  eter- 
nally attempting  it.  I  have  more  tihian 
once  been  obliged  to  change  my  habitation 
in  order  to  get  away  from  fome  finging 
coblers  or  fervants#  Our  own  iQanner  of 
finging  is  not  perhaps  a  great  deal  better; 
hut  we  are  not  fo  fond  of  teazing  other 
people  with  our  performance. 

Whenever  we  treat  of  founds,  I  think 
terms  are  wanting,  and  muft  probably  be 

5  always 
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always  deficient  or  inadequate  in  repre- 
fenting  to  the  eye  the  objedts  of  hearing. 
The  French  way  of  finging  may  be  called 
a  burfting,,  and  the  Englifh  a  chdking, 
manner :  the  firft,  an  outrageous  and  vul- 
gar expreflion  of  paflion  or  of  bodily  pain; 
the  fecond  is  the  expreflion  of  nothing, 
but  a  kind  of  falfe  and  unfeeling  notion  of 
grace.  Both  have  generally  fome  kind  of 
violence  or  uneafinefs  in  the  manner  and 
expreflion,  which  gives  pain  to  the  unac- 
cuftomed  hearer.  The  climate,  the  Ism- 
guage,  give  generally  to  our  northern  £5s 
male  voices  a  kind  of  harfli  or  defective 
tone ;  and  to  the  men  a  hoarfe  or  choking; 
one.  It  is  only  fome  of  the  bafs  voices, 
in  either  France  or  England,  that  I  cah 
tiear  to  hear  with  any  pleafure.  Thfc 
voices  to  the  north  of  the  Alps  and  the  Py*- 
rerifiees  are  all,  I  think,  very  diftinguifhabte 
9nd  defeftive. 
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LETTER    XIV. 

On  the  Revival  of  Tq/le  and  Science^  and 
Decline. 

WE  have  r^afon  to  be  both  thankful 
and  furprifed  that  fcience  and  good 
taftfe  have  r^overed  fo  much  and  fo  foon 
from  the  blows  they  have  received  at  dif- 
ferent times,  from  various  caufes.  They 
began  to  decline  with  the  fall  of  the  Greek 
empire,  and  almoft  totally  expired  with 
that  of  the  Romans,  by  the  irruptions  of 
the  rude  northern  nations.  Their  revival 
was  long  prevented  by  that  excefs  of  wild 
devotion  which  cautioned  and  prejudiced 
^e  people  againft  the  prophane  learning  of 
the  Gentiles,  and  banifhed  almoft  a)l  ide^ 
of  the  beautiful  and  fubliige.  Latterly, 
^fter  a  confiderable  reftoration  of  tafte  and 
fcience,  by  the  Italians,  and  the  riches  of 
the  church,  our  happy  reformation  cer^ 
tftinly  reverted  a  litde  towards  barbarifm, 

.     by 
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by  a  puritanical  enthufiafm ;  and  by  ex- 
cluding the  fine  arts  from  the  temples,  gave 
them  a  check  which  all  your  riches  of 
commerce  and  freedom  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  recover ;  nor  probably  ever  will, 
till"  you  become  liberal-minded  enough  to 
admit  them  again  to  that  fandluary.  Ge- 
nius requires  the  attention  of  a  whole  pub- 
lic, and  her  works  muft  be  judged  by  the 
world  at  large.  The  private  wealth  and 
private  houfes  of  rich  individuals,  though 
a  confiderable  afliftance,  can  never,  I  fear, 
prove  an  encouragement  nor  a  theatre  fuf- 
ficient  to  excite  her  greateft  exertions, 
or  to  infpire  her  fublimeft  enthufiafm* 
Though  our  church  is  now  neither  fo 
rich  nor  fo  ppwerful  as  formerly,  yet 
flie  might  ftill  encourage  the  arts,  and 
might  furnifli  the  motives  they  probably 
want  the  moft,  viz.  thofe  proceeding  from 
honour,  competition,  liberality,  public  fpi- 
tit,  devotion.  -* 

Your  Royal  Academy,  while  direded  by^ 
the  good  fenfe  and  good  tafte  of  a  man 
Who  forms  an  aera  in  his  country,  doubtlefs 

has 
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has  done,  an4  may  yet  do,  much  towards 
the  revival  of  true  tafte :  and  it  might  yet 
do  more,  if  half  of  thofe  works  it  hs^  pro- 
duced could  he  kept  together,  to  form  a 
lading  exhibition,*.-^  perpetual  fchool,  aad 
a  vifible  hiftory  of  the  progiefe  of  the  arts; 
whereas  the  eflFeds  of  thofe  works  are  al- 
moft  loil  by  their  difperfion  and  difappear- 
ance  after  a  fhort  glance  of  the  public  eye. 
Greater  and  more  magnificeut,  more  pub- 
lic as  well  as  more  permanent  exhibiti<His 
and  encpuragenients,  are  neceflkry«  Ho- 
nour and  fame  are  the  great  objedks  of  ge- 
nius, more  than  pecuniary  rewards,  which, 
by  a  wife  and  liberal  s^dmixture  of  honours 
and  attentions,  may  be  opcononxifed  and 
made  juft  fufficient,  for  they  i^ay  be  too 
great  as  well  as  too  fmall ;— fo  far  are  riches 
alone  from  being  competent  to  the  purpofes 
in  queftion.  The  advantages  of  the  churches, 
and  of  a  few  public  galleries,  contribute 
greatly  to  maintain  a  tafle  in  the  arts  in 
fome  countries,  even  in  fpite  of  the  op- 
preflions  of  poverty  and  defpotifm* 


It 
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It  may  be  time  to  tat;e  precautions  like- 
wife  againft  another  fpurce  of  the  decline 
t>r  corniption  of  tafte.  The  love  of  orna-- 
ment  is  progreffive,  and  infenfibiy  fteala 
upon  us,  with  the  progrefs  of  civilization 
axvd  refinement,  to  a  vicious  excefs :  and 
they  who  bring  us  back  towards.  fimpH- 
city,  before  we  entirely  lofe  the  relifh  for 
It,  fwely  deferve  well  of  the  public.  I 
fufpeft  your  having,  lately  advanced  too  far 
in  this  career.  Let  us  hope  that  your  gen- 
tlemen of  tafte  and  fcience,  your  prefident 
and  fome  others  of  your  firft  artifta,  may 
fucceed  in  correcSting  or  recovering  you, 
from  that  diftempered  tafte  which,  I  fear^ 
was  leading  you  faft  towards  a  decline^ 
through  the  ulual  road  of  indulgence  ia 
perpetual  change  and  novelty,  long  before 
you  had  reached  the  fummit  of  elegant 
fimplicity  and  the  true  fublime.  Your  co^ 
UJicbet  of  a  thing  for  a  public  bank,  certain 
houfes,  rooms,  and  cielings,  gave  but  too 
many  indications  of  your  going  too  faft  and 
too  far.  Perhaps  no  ornamental  archi-* 
tefture  higher  than  the  Doric,  or  at  moft 
the  Ionic,  ought  to  appear  to  the  open  air, 

in 
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in  your  climate,  and  more  efpecially  iil 
great  public  buildings.  Of  the  fine  arts, 
architedure  is  probably  the  firft  that  does 
and  fhould  improve,  and  has  a  tendency 
to  give  a  tone  and  fome  limits  to  the  reft. 
But  perhaps  it  cannot  fo  foon  advance  to 
any  great  height  in  a  brick  country. 

Befides,  the  tafte  of  commerce  and  of 
fuddenly  acquired  riches,  is  feldom  chafte. 
The  pofleflbrs  are  in  too  great  hafte  to  en-* 
joy  every  thing  with  a  coarie  and  untu- 
tored appetite;  they  muft  have  butter  to 
their  pork,  as  the  Spaniards  fay.  It  is  the 
rich  bourgeoijie^es  parvenus^  who  lead  us 
on  to  thofe  vicious  exceffes  in  ornamental 
tafte,  while  the  people  of  real  faftiion  and 
knowledge  ftrive  to  keep  us  back  within 
the  bounds  of  good  fenfe  and  moderation. 
Let  us  therefore  encourage  the  fimple  and 
,  fublime,  while  we  have  yet  fome  relifh  and 
fome  advocates  for  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  one  who  fhould  build  like  Jones  *,  or 
write  like  Swift,  would  ftill  be  liked. 

*  Covent  Garden  church. 

You 
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Yoii  know  I  am  a  ftauilch  advocate  %t 
vifidng  other  countries,  as  a  neceffary  part 
of  education.     In   fliort,  I  think   all  who 
can,    fhould   travel,   and    efpecially  your 
artifts.     Without  this,  the  arts  cannot  be 
fuflrained  among  you,  not  even  up  to  their 
prefent  degree  of  mediocrity.     Without  a 
conftant   communication  with    other    na- 
tions, your   tafte  and  your  works  of  art 
virill  be  apt  to  favour  of  your  feparate  and 
infular  fituation.     You  will  get  into  nar- 
row and  limited  paths  of  your  own,  and 
become  mere  manierifts,  at  beft  ;   and  your 
productions  will  be  marked  and  vulgarized 
by  fomething  peculiar,    like   a  provincial 
accent:  or  when  you  venture  out  beyond 
fuch  limits,  you  will  probably  be  enticed 
into  thofe  of  AfFediation. — Pray  beware  of 
that  bewitching  jade  :-^but  I  think  few  of 
the  moderns  can  entirely  efcape   her.—- It 
feems  as  if  fhe  had  taken  up  her  principal 
abode  in  this  country. 

Your  travellers  fhould  not  all  be  confined 
to  certain  fafhionable  tracts.  There  are 
countries  as  yet  not  much  explored,  where 
even  the  works  of  art  may  be  worthy  of 

Vol.  I.  X  fome 
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feme  attention ;  and  others  where  thofe  of 
nature,  of  fociety  and  manners^  aflame  to 
us  unknown,  but  never  uninterefting,  ap- 
pearances.    You  fhould  fometimes  get  out 
of  Europe,  were  it  only  to  look  back  upon 
her  at  a  diftance,  and  there  confider,  com- 
pare, and  eftimate,  her  arts,  her  fuperiority, 
her  famenefs,  from  new  and  different  points 
of  view.     Spain,   the   north   and    eafl  of 
Europe,  may  furnifh  many  objefts  intercft- 
ing  to  the  artift  and  philofopher,   and  not 
yet  much  known.  And  beyond  thofe  limits, 
among  Moors,  Turks,  Tartars,  and  other 
Afiatics,  you  may  gain  more  various  and 
enlarged    conceptions   of   mankind  ;     and 
you   may  there  eafier  guefs  at  what  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  were : — ^other  ideas  of 
grace  and  manner  may  then  occur  which 
you  could  never  have  acquired  in  Europe. 
Our  notions  of  what  is  graceful  are   too 
apt  to  be  confined  and  local, — either  na- 
tional,   vulgar,    afFe<Sted,    or   fafhionable: 
even  that  which  is  reputed  genteel  in  one 
country,  will  not  be  admitted  to  be  fo  in 
another,  and  is  often,  in  fa<9:,  only  fome 
temporary  or  whimfical  kind  of  affectation. 
8 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XV. 

On  Women, 
To  Mrs.  P •. 

THE  women  of  this  country^  their 
lingular,  and,  I  think,  fuperior,  cha- 
rader,  claim  a  great  fhare  of  attention  both 
from  the  natives  andf  ftrangers;  and  tend 
to  furnifh  me  with  fome  perhaps  new 
ideas  and  fpcculations  on  this  and  other 
conne<3:ed  fubjefts.  The  natural  eafe  audi 
boldnefs  of  their  manner  and  deportment, 
the  numberlefs  graces  of  their  addrefs  and 
converfation,  their  familiarity  and  facility 
of  accefs,  their  reftlefs  vivacity,  their  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge,  the  credit  and  weight 
of  their  opinions,  are  all  very  ftriking  to 
a  ftranger;  and  being  generally  enough 
known,  I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  them.  Our 
ideas  of  their  indelicacy  being  meafured  by 
a  ftandard  of  our  own,  and  taken  from  the 
X  2    '  exccffive 
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cxceffive  nicety  of  our  own  petits  maitres 
et  petites  maitrejjes^  other  nations  do  not 
readily  admit  of  nor  underftand.  However, 
I  think  the  two  nations  may  in  many  ^vays 
improve  each  other ;  and  a  female  charac- 
ter, formed  of  the  beft  qualities  of  both, 
might  be  fuperior  to  either:  our  ladies 
might  perhaps  be  improved  by  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  fome  of  xhtir  franchife  and  bolder 
graces;  and  theirs,  in  their  turn,  by  a 
little  of  our  female  naivete^  fenfibility,  and 
ingenuous  fimplicity. 

You  know  I  have  long  entertained  fome 
opinions  concerning  women,  and  the  fe- 
male charader  in  general,  which  may  ap- 
pear rather  fmguUr  to  fome,  though  not 
to  you ;  and  in  which  I  am  the  more  con- 
firmed by  wjiat  I  have  been  led  to  think 
and.  obferve  here.  You  and  Twee  have 
coptributed  largely  to  lead  me  into  thefe 
notions,  and  are  therefore  bound  to  cor- 
reft  and  improve  them*.  I  think  then,  that 

.  women 

♦  Thofe  two  valuable  women,  Mrs.  Pilchcr  and  Mrs. 

Commiflidner  Proby  of  Rochefler,   will  long,  long  be  fccl- 

.  -  ingly 
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'women  have  nowhere  yet  attained  their 
proper  place  and  ufes  in  fociety, — not  even 
here  in  polifhed  Europe, — thpugh  the .  ex- 
ample 6f  this  leading  nation  fliews  us  at 
leaft  the  poflibility  of  it,  and  that  we  may 
now  be  in  a  progrefs  towards  the  right 
ideas  on  this  point, 

I  have  thought  that  the  beft  remedies 
to  thofe  evils  mentioned  in  my  laft,  and  to 
many  others,  may  be  hoped  for,  from  the 
admiffion  of  women  to  a  better  education, 
and  to  more  influence  in  the  councils  of 
tafte  and  learning;  and  it  might  perhaps 
be  as  well  if  they  were  not  entirely  exclud- 
ed from  any  other  councils.     Happily  they 

iDgly  remembered  and  lamented  by  many  as.fupenor  fhar 
racers,  and  iingularly  confidential  friends  to  each  other. 
Their  exalted  good  fenfe,  their  fentiments  and  ideas, 
went  far  beyond  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  though  not  a 
bad  nor  an  ignorant  age.  Had  they  been  fpared  to  us  a 
little  longer,  thefe  Letters  might  have  made  a  better  ap- 
pearance. Their  friendfhip  had  this  Angularity  in  it,  that 
the  difcovery  of  the  merits  of  each  was  owing^to  the  otber.' 
— The  truth  of  this,  and  the  reality  of  their  great  fenfe 
and  merit,  are  become  more  evident  fince  their  death. 

X  3  feem 
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feem  of  late  to  have  gradually  nfea  ia 
confideration  and  utility  in  this  and  feme 
other  countries,  and  it  is  hoped  they  may 
go  on  to  rife  to  that  equality  with  men  in 
natural  rights,  and  in  the  ufe  of  their  ta- 
lents, which  feems  intended  by  nature* 
The  rank  and  confideration  of  the  &x 
muft  probably  always  follow  the  degrees 
of  civilization.  Yet,  in  the  hiftory  of  na- 
tions, we  fee  great  variety  in  this;  and  we 
know  from  Sparta,  that  a  wife  govern- 
ment might  do  much  towards  modeling 
their  character,  and  directing  theii:  edu« 
cation  to  the  public  good» 

From  fuch  gradual  iinprovement  of  thq 
fex,  and  hence  in  the  conftitution  of  foci- 
cty,  confifts  the  only  hope  I  can  fee  of  a 
remedy  to  that  growing  difpofition  to  in- 
dulgence, affectation,  and  perpetual  change, 
which  attends  on  civilization,  arts,  and 
tafte,  and  which  fo  foon  entices  us  out  of 
the  paths*  of  good  fenfe,  that  we  are  fo 
long  in  finding,  and  which  finally  leads  to 
ruin.  In  Europe,  to  ftop  this  progreffion, 
would  not  probably  be  either  praSicable  or 

advan-.- 
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advantageous :  to  retard  or  direft  it  aright, 
feems  to  be  the  objed  that  we  fhould  keep 
in  view,  and  can  only  be  attained  by  the 
aflGftance  of  the  other  fex.  Of  the  attempts 
of  eaffern  legiflators  to  arreft  the  natural 
progrefs  and  improvement  of  the  human 
Ipecies,  the  effeds  an(i  fuccefs  have  not 
been  fuch  as  to  be  recommcaded  or  imi- 
tated in  Europe.  Were  this  a  country  of 
freedom,  and  the  female  education  to  go 
on  to  be  yet  more  liberal  and  manly^  in 
addition  to  their  prefent  numerous  and 
agreeable  acquirements,  from  the  joint  en- 
deavours of  both  fexes,  I  can  conceive  this 
might  then  be  a  pattern  of  good  govern* 
ment,  and,  as  a  central  and  leading  nation^ 
plight  really  improve  the  reft  of  Europe. 

The  talents  or  abilities  of  the  fexes  are 
probably  nearly  equal,  when  equally  culti- 
vated: or,  if  fome  metital  conftitutional 
differences  exift,  thefe  are  not  greater  than 
between  individuals  of  the  fame  &x,  and 
not  beyond  the  power  of  habit  and  educa^ 
Ition  to  affimilate  and  equalize. 

.  X  4  Among 
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Among  the  moft  perfeft   aninmls,.   the 
fexes    feem    to   approach    the    neareft  to 
equality.     In  the  human  fpecies  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  which  fex  has  the  advan- 
tage.    In    confidering    thofe  fmall    native 
differences,    I    am  fometimes  inclined    to 
give  it  in  favour  of  the  female  chara<3:er. 
If  the  men  have  fome  important  advantages 
in  mental    and   bodily   force,  the   female 
itaind  feems  to  inherit  others  more  nume- 
rous, and  to  be  more  univerfal.     Formed, 
as  it  were,  of  a  finer  pafte,  women  feem  to 
poffefs   greater    degrees    of   fenfibility, — 
quicker  and  nicer  perceptions.     They  are 
thereby  admirably   well  conftituted   to  be 
our   companions   and  affillants  in   almoft 
every   occupation;   more   tradable,    eafier 
taught,    and    moulded    into    habits,    they 
poffefs  from   nature,    or    can  fobner    ac- 
quire, the  moft  eff^|[^al  habit  of  controllr 
ing  and  regulating  felf  indulgence.     They 
can  thus  more  eafily  ftop  the  fource  of  the 
moft  deftrudtive  paffions,  and  hence  of  the 
greateft  evils    in   life:     and,    when   once 
raifed  to  all  the  influence  and  knowledge 
of  which  they  are  capable,  they  may  teach 
us  to  do  the  fame. 

On 
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On  temperance,  qr  thie  management  of 
indulgence,  depend  our  bell  habits  and 
dilpofitions,— the  enjoyment  of  everything, 
— the  duration  of  good  tafte,  of  life,  of  fo- 
cietyitfelf.  ' 

Even  now,  if  we  were  ftri<3:Iy  to  efti- 
mate  the  confolations  the  fex  afford  us,  the 
patience  and  other  virtues  they  teach  us, 
how  much  of  our  happinefs,  and  even  of 
our  wifdom,     proceeds    from   them,    we 
fhould    perhaps    be    aftoriifhed,     and   too 
proud  or  afhamed  to  ftate  fairly  the  ac- 
count.— How  much   more  might  we  not 
expedt  from  their  talents  and  their  virtues, 
if  thefe  were  properly  improved  by  edu- 
cation !     We  may  venture  to  predict  that 
they  will  always  anfwer  and  repay  all  the 
endeavours  and  attentions  we  may  chufe  to 
bellow  on  their  education ;  and  will  gene- 
rally keep  up  to  any  opinion  and  expe<3:a- 
tions  we  may  venture  to  entertain  of  their 
charadter  and  abilities ;  and,  in  fliort,  will 
always  be  nearly  what  we  chufe  them  to 
be.     I   think  I  have  obferved,    in  feveral 
(iifferent  countries,  that  wherever  the  men 
9  *  and 
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Iind  women  live,  and  are  moft  employed, 
together,  there  refults  a  fimilarity  of  cha-^ 
rafter, — the  powers  and  exertions,  the  good 
order,  of  the  whole,  are  much  encreafed. 
Such  are  the  countries   in   the   northern 
mountains  of  Spain,  among  fome  of  thofe 
In  Switzerland,  Germany,  and,   remarka-r 
hly  fo,  here  in  France,     The  efFeds  of  a 
thorough  fubordination  and  reparation  be- 
tween the  fexes,  as  in  Afia,  the  character 
and  condition  of  fociety  in  fuch  countries, 
are  well  enough  known,  it  is  hoped,  to  put 
us  on  our,  guard  againft  every  thing  that 
has  a  tendency  towards  fuch  abfurd  and 
pernicious  tyranny,  the  natural  enemy  of 
focial  happinefs,  and  of  all  tHe  elegant  arts 
in  life.     From  the  conftant  intercourfe  an(| 
mutual  inclinations  of  the  fexes,  and  their 
perpetual  efforts  to  pleafe,  proceed  all  the 
fine  arts  and  elegant  refinements,  and  moft 
pf  our  beft  habits.     Women  Ihoijld  per- 
haps take  the  lead  in  thefe,  as  naturally 
the  beft  judges  of  elegance  of  every  kind, 
in  men  and  things,  perfonal  and  intellep- 
tuaL 

Fine 
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Finetafte  ia  Greece  and  Rome  has  bceu 
iben  to  decline  through  an  excefs  of  orna- 
ment; and,  in  more  modern  times,  we 
have  feen  her  take  nearly  the  fame  route, 
through  the  concetti  of  Italy,  and  the  cul-- 
fos  of  Spain  :  and  I  fuppofe  we  have  no 
right  to  e^pedt  that  the  leading  nations  of* 
the  prefent  age,  France*  and  England,  can 
avoid  the  downhill  paths  that  feem  marked 
put  by  nature  for  arts  and  civilization.  If 
poflible  to  retard  or  avert  this  natural  de- 
cline, or  to  change  its  courfe,  I  think  it 
piuft  be  done  by  the  good  education  and 
joint  endeavours  of  both  fexes. 

Though  a  proper  education  has  feldom 
but  by  accident  fallen  to  the  lot  of  women, 
jthofe  accidental  inftaqces  are  in  favour  of 
the  probability  of  fuccefs,  if  more  generally 
attenipted.  The  pains  beftowed  on  them 
are  feldomer,  I  believe,  thrown  away  than 
on  the  other  fex.  As  we  open  to  them  the 
fources  of  fcience,i  and  of  the  moft  manly 
virtues,  we  fhall  find  they  will  plentifully 
partake.  Their  mpre  pliant  chara£ter  and 
underftandings  will  be  readily  raifed  and 

improved, 
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improved,  and  they  will  amply  repay  U5 
with  intereft,  as  companions  and  affiftants, 
as  mothers  and  tutors. 

The  union  of  acquired  dignity  with  their 
natural  foftnefs,  of  the  manly  with  the  be- 
nevolent virtues,  would  produce  the  moft 
extenfive  and  beneficial  efFedis  on  fociety: 
and  accordingly  I  think  we  find  the  few 
accomplifhed  learned  and  manly  female 
characters,  that  are  known  in  hiftory  and 
in  our  own  times,  have  generally  had  all 
the  fuccefsi  and  have  produced  the  effeds, 
here  indicated  j  and  they  have  been  the 
njeans  of  raifing  themfelves,  and  mankind 
around  them,  to  their  higheft  honours. 
Among  the  inftances  that  may  be  taken 
from  the  times  of  chivalry, — from  Eng- 
land, Ruffia,  and  from  the  catalogue  of 
fovereigns  in  general, — the  females  cer- 
tainly outfliine  the  males,  in  proportion  to 
their  numbers.  And  all  know  the  influ- 
ence and  importance  of  great  and  wife 
women^  in  families  as  in  empires,  from 
the  mother  of  the  Gracchi  down  to  our 
prefent  queen. 

When 
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When  we  become  wife  and  liberal 
enough  to  elevate  and  improve,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  confult,  the  fex,  we  may  acquire 
from  them  every  virtue  and  every  fenti- 
ment  that  leads  moft  diredly  to  happinefs. 
They  will  teach  us  to  control  our  paf- 
fions,  to  regulate  and  oeconomife  our 
pleafures,  and,  inftead  of  promoting,  they 
will  fet  bounds  to  luxury  and  indulgence, 
and  will  flop  the  decline  of  good  tafte  with 
that  of  manners  and  morals. 
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LETTER    XVr. 
The  fame  SubjeSl  continued. 

YOU  may  be  fure  I  am  pleafcd  that  you 
agree  with  fome  of  the  opinions  ha- 
zarded in  my  laft,  I  flball  go  on  to  finiih 
what  I  have  to  fay  on  the  fubjedt,  though 
the  digreflion  fhould  extend  farther  than 
I  may  yet  forefee.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
build  a  new  fyftem,  only  to  mend  the  old; 
nor  to  turn  women  into  men,  but  to  make 
them  yet  more  ufeful  and  agreeable  to  us. 
And  I  think  the  obje£ti6ris  you  mention, 
and  feveral  others,  would  be  eafily  anfwer-^ 
cd. — ^But  I  fliall  only  detain  you  by  a  few 
more  remarks  as  they  occur. 

Though  we  fliould  grant  that  our  living 
fo  much  with  the  women  indifcriminately, 
as  the  French  do  here,  might  not  anfwer 
fo  well  for  us  at  prefent ;   and  though  the 

company 
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company  of  the  giddy  and  unthinking  fair 
might,  at  firft,  tend  to  enervate  and  induce 
to    idlenefs,  and   n€gle£t  of  more  ferious 
and  ufeful  application  ;  give  them  a  liberal 
education,   and   fuitable  employ,  and  the 
danger  will  ceafe.   If  fome  of  them  are  now 
too  gay  and  thoughtlefs,  the  beft  remedy 
will  be  the  endeavouring  to  make  them  lefs 
fo,   and  not  by  running  away  from  them. 
While  we  preclude  them  from  every  oc- 
cupation that  gives   felf-importance,  from 
all  management  of  the  public,  and  even  of 
their  own  affairs,  we  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  confequences,  of  which  a  life 
and   cha'ra£ter  of  idlenefs    and  diilipation 
may  be  among  the  lead  pernicious.     To 
attempt  depriving  them  of  their  natural  in- 
fluence, would  be  futile,  and  a  beginnii^ 
at  the  wrong  end;  rather  qualify  them  to 
exert  it  to  fome  good  purpofes.     If,  by  the 
addition  of  knowledge,    reafon,  and  dig* 
nity,  they  become  quite  irrefiftible,  fo  much 
the  better  then  ; — they  are  nearly  fo  now, 
without  all  thofe  qualifications.     In  fhort, 
fmce  we  have  begun ,  to  raife  the  fex  from 
fervitude,  we  muft  probably  go  on,  till  we 

bring 
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bring  them  as  near  to  an  equality  as  nature 
will  permit.  There  is  no  medium  in  this. 
They  cannot  flop  long  where  they  are. 
Every  remaining  mark  of  inferiority  only 
fo  far  debafes  their  minds,  and  fets  them 
upon  reftoring  that  equality  by  fecret  and 
fmifter  arts,  which  muft  participate  too 
much  of  deceit.  We  muft,  doubtlefs,  al- 
low them  every  art  or  artifice  that  tends  to 
render  them  more  amiable,  et  afar  la  ri- 
trq/hy  where  nature  feems  to  have  made  it 
neceflfary,— but  no  more.  While  we  render 
it  neceffary  in  moft  of  their  condudt,  we 
Ihall  have  to  complain  of  their  deceit  and 
duplicity. 

Moft  of  the  prefent  ftriking  differences 
between  the  male  and  female  charadler, 
are  more  the  effect  of  art  than  of  nature ; 
fuch  is  the  power  of  education,  which 
ought  to  be  employed  in  improving, 
and  not  in  debafing  nature;  and  fhould 
not  be  ufed  to  widen  that  feparation, 
but  rather  in  bringing  them  nearer  to- 
gether. 

The 
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The  female  drefs  ihould  have  a  nearer 
refemblance  to  that  of  men,-— and  efpecially 
when  they  ride,  jvhich  they  fhould  alfo  do 
like  us.  In  England,  their  prefmt  filly  and 
perilous*^  mode  of  riding  is  afcribed  to 
Queen  Elizabeth,— but  it  is  now  furely 
high  time  to  leave  it  off.  I  rejoice  to  fee 
that  fome  women  of  fafhion  have  fenfe  and 
fpirit  enough  to  adopt,  oa  that  occafioq^ 
our  drefs  nearly,  and  our  manner  of  riding 
eatirely,  and  in  moft  other  countries,  to  fee 
it  common  with  all  ranks :  and  to  fee  the 
female  riding-drefs  approaching  gradually 
'towards  a  refemblance  to  ours.  They 
ought  to  wear  drawers  under  their^prefent, 
or  fome  more  graceful,  long  drefs; 
though  not  quite  fo  long  as  the^prefent 
fa(hion :  the  fex  would  certainly  gain  by 
fliewing  a  little  more  of  their  legs: — there 
is  a  juft.  medium  between  (hewing  all  and 
concealing  all.4  Such  things,  though  appa* 
rently  trifling,  may  have  great  influence  on 
the  female  charader. 

But  the  French  mull  probably  long  lead 

the   fafhions  in  drefs,    and  feveral  other 

Vol.  I.  y  things. 
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thiag^      Hpiv*   maay   follies^    aad^  how 
xn^y  improyements,  does  Europe  oi9^.  tp 
thU  nation  ?     Had  it  not  been  for  dbte^pre* 
yal«nce  of  their  manners^  Italian  and  Spa- 
niih  jealoufj  would  probably  hav^e^uaid- 
ed  throvighout  Europe^  fo  as  to  e^^ude 
the  fex  alinoft  entirely  from  foc^ty  $  whence 
Z!(t%  and  civilization  wpu}d  gradually  h^ire 
difappeared, — defjpotifmr- barbarifrn;  v^tmii 
again  have  reigned  over  the  face  of  the 
earth*     However,   in   this  of  preibrihiBg 
our  drefs,  it  is  rather  doubtful  if  they,  are 
entitled  to  the  authority  they  have  .fo  loi^ 
aflumed  and  exercifed,  with  fuch  a  mix* 
ture  of  fenfe  and  levity,,  of  good  and  &Ue 
tafle.     In  their  purfuit  of  variety^   it  is 
however  rather  furpriiing  that  they,  have 
hardly  ever  ftumbled  upon  any  dK&  of 
good    fenfe, — on  fome   Greek   or    other 
graceful  and  convenient  mode  of  cloth}i^ 
ourfelves.     We  alfo  owe  to^faem  this  yi(h 
lent  and  ridiculous  difference  of  appear- 
ance between  the  faxes,  as  if  thqy.wcrc 
animals  of  a  different  ipecies.     The  mode 
of  dref^  I  think  of  more  impbrt^ce  than 

gwcrally 
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generally  believed: — but  I  will  xiot  detain 
you  with  if. 

Every  thing  that  tends  to  produce  an 
equality  and  Teferiiblance  between  the  fexes^ 
I  think  of  confequence ;  and  to  me  it  is 
pleafaht  to  fee  them  approaching  towards 
it  in  this   country; — though   one   would 
arafher  wifli  the  women  to  become  more  * 
xnarily,    than    tie    men  more    feminine, 
•vrhich  is  too  often  the  cafe  here.     Though^ 
•^e  aft  the  tyrants  over  the  female  part  of* 
Jbciety  with  more  politenefs  than  in  fome 
former  and  riider  times,  yet  all  the  roman- 
tic nonfenfe  of  modern  gallantry  and  af- 
fected regard  for  the  fex,  the  remains  of 
chivafry,  though  better  than  nothing,  we 
know  to  be  an  infufEcient  reftraint  on  man, 
and  on  his  real  power  and  aflumed  fupe- 
riorityi     I  fear  nothing  but  a  legal   and 
ackhowledgedtf  equality,  and  a  liberal  edu- 
catio|i,  can  (ecure  to  women  their  natural ' 
rights^and  influence,  nor  give  to  fociety  ' 
all  the  benefits  of  their  powers  and  talents. 


Y  2  ^ivfi 
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Many  of  thofe  female  weakaefles  which 
we  term  delicacy,  &c.  and  pretend  to  ad<- 
mire,  we  fecretly  laugh  at ;— or  when  our 
tafle  is  Co  far  vitiated  as  really  to  like  thenif 
it  is  chiefly  from  their  being  fymptoms  of 
inferiority  an4  fubordination,  that  fooths 
and  feeds  our  pride  and  domineering  fpirit 
In  that  road  we  may  go  on  to  endlefs  and 
unnatural  refinements,  if  not  controlled  in 
time; — but  for  that  purpofe  we  want  wife 
and  manly  women,  who,'  for  our  fakes 
and  their  own,  muft  fhame  us  out  of  fuch 
nonfenfical  weaknefs,  and  bring  us  back  to 
fenfe  and  nature.  Beauty  belongs  more 
to  ftrength  than  to  weaknefs.— Nay,  force 
is  neceilary  to  beauty  and  graceful  motion. 
The  beft  ftatues  of  Venus,  and  ftill  more 
of  Diana,  are  fo  well  proportioned  as  to 
give  ideas  at  once  of  ftrength^  agility, 
and  of  beauty.  Strength  of  body  and 
of  mind  are  perfectly  compatiJ>le  with  foft- 
nefs  and  gentlenefs  of  manner^ 

Tiiough  it  has  been  obferved  that  mind 
is  of  no  fex,  yet  there  _muft  doubtlels  be 
always  fome  obvious  aad  radical  diilinc- 

'  /  tiom 
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tions  between  us  in  charader  and  occupa- 
tion. I  only  plead  for  thofe  diftindtions 
being  reduced  to  what  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  and  no  more.  The  refemhlance  can 
never  be  complete,  and  muft  ever  be  fuf- 
ficiently  limited  by  nature.  The  merits 
and  efFeds  of  this  way  of  proceeding 
would  depend  more  on  the  conftant  en-^ 
deavours  towards  an  approximation  than 
in  the  completion  of  it ;  as  human  happi- 
nefs,  in  general,  confifts  more  in  adlion 
than  in  the  acquilition  of  that  reft  and  fe-'- 
pofe  which  feems  to  be  the  only  obje<3:  of 
all .  our  activity. — Only  remove  the  too 
great  diverfity  and  feparation  of  our  occu-  ^ 
pations  and  education ;  let  the  talks  of 
life  be  properly  divided  between  us,  and 
carried  on  by  mutual  afliftance  wherever  it 
is  pradlicable,  and*  they  will  be  much  bet- 
ter performed.  Then  the  great  diverfity  in 
education  will  become  not  only  lefs  necet 
fafy,  but  ftill  more  inconvenient  and  per- 
nicious. 


Y.3 
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LETTER    XVII. 

The  fame    Subj(£l    continuedm 

I  CAN  readily  obey  you,  and  go  on  with 
the  favourite  fubjedt  of  my  laft,  though 
ttie  digr^ffion  may  appear  tedious  to  fome 
of  your  fociety.  You,  and  certain  French 
ladies,  led  me  into  it,  and  others  jCprpe  juft 
apropos  to  detain  me  there.  15ome  of  theip 
are  certainly  charming  creatures !  fo  live- 
ly !  fo  intelligent!  et  rmplies  d^  ^prit^  de 
graces^  et  de  Jjtience.  We  have  juft  been 
to  fee  palaces,  churches,  and  pidlures,  with 

Madame  M r.     Her  converfation  is  de- 

lightful, — ^frae  and  manly,  yet  with  fuffi- 
cient  delicacy  for  me,  though  not  perhaps 
for  all  of  you,  with  your  cold  English  re- 
finements.—Her  obfervations  fhewed  great 
judgment,  tafte,  and  eV^n  genius.  She 
has  been  criticiling  their. philofophers,  one 
by  one,  in  a  fine  ftrain  of  graceful  good 

humour 
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humotir  and  good  fenie,  and  Witli  a  fund 
of  fcience,  as  yfet  but  too  little  knowa. 
aTnong  o\^  Engllfli  ladies. — But  flic  un- 
luckily would  favour  us  with  foitae  of  her 
chofen  airs  (T  opera y^^et  d'  un  gout  et  (T  uhe 
mamert^-'^  faire  pltii^-^Afin  fiationaU*"^ 
What  a  pity-/ they  cannot  have  a  /bettct 
tafte  in  mufic,— but,  I  fear^  it  is  imjpoffible 
with  fudh  a  language  ad  theirs^ 

Perhaps  it  is  happy  for  this  country  ttat 
the  women  hive  acquired  fuch  influence, 
take  the  lead,  and  govern  inalmoft  every* 
tiling  ;  and  hence  it  i»  perhaps,  that  things 
go  on  fo  much  better,  than  could  be  ex- 
pected with  fuch  an  arbitrary  and  unfeel- 
ing government.  Though  this  is  a  cottupt 
and  intrigui&g  kind  of  influence,  and 
Would  be  fer  better  if  eftabliflied  and 
avowed,  yet  even  jiow  it  is  much  better 
than  none.  They  are  probably  the  m^ans. 
of  mitigating  the  follies  and  natural  feveri- 
ties  of  tyranny,  and  the  caufe.  of  much 
good  being  done  which  would  otherwife 
be  negleded  ;  and,,  in  conjundioft  with 
the  philofophers,  they  may  come  to  guide 
'   Y  4  and 
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and  dired  the  pubKc  opioion,  whidi  mufl: 
always  be  refpeded  by  the  mod  abfolute 
governments,  and  is  fo  here,  to  a  degree 
you  might  not  exped. 

Although,  v^ith  us,  the  impediments  to 
the  elevation  and  proper  employment  of 
women,  are  probably  greater  than  in 
France,  from  certain  differences  in  opi- 
nions, manners,  and  ways  of  life,  and  as 
the  fcxes  with  you  are  not  occupied,  nor 
live  together  fo  much  as  they  do  here; 
yet  we  too  can  boaft  of  many  excellent 
female  charaders,  and  of  feveral  of  thofe 
felf*taught  female  writers  who  have  made 
a  figure,  and  have  probably  done  fome 
good  to  mankind  by  their  writings.  Our 
-women  are  certainly  formed  by  nature 
equlil  at  lead  to  any  others  in  feveral  ef- 
fential  qualities, — in  beauty,  in  fentiment, 
—with  the  fineft  hearts  and  affe6lions,— 
warm  and  fteady  in  their  attachments. 
But  we  cannot  contradi<3:  the  ftranger,  who 
finds  them  generally  cold .  and  referved  in 
converfation.  Their  apparently  infipid  man- 
ner probably  ftrikes  foreigners,  who  will 

^  require 
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r^c^ire  time  and  Qxperience  to  difcover  * 
that  there  can  be  any  warmth  of  foiil  un- 
der fuch  cold  appearances.  However,  an 
ufeful  and  manly  education,  built  upon 
fuch  folid  good  qualities,  would  give  them 
a  prodigious  fuperiority. 

Private  domeftic  education  I  think  ge- 
n^J-ally*  the  beft,  efpecially  for  females*  If 
this  fhould  luckily  ever  prevail  over  that  of 
boarding-fchools^,  the  defeats  of  the  latter 
xnuft  furely  become  more  and  more  con- 
•Ijpicuous;  for  they  will  probably  grow 
worfe  as  the  expence  of  them  -  increafes. 
The  world  will  furely  foon  begin  to  fee 
that  the  time  and  money  beftowed, — the 
.falfe  and  ufelefs  ideas,— the  habits  of  idle- 
nefs,  indifference,  or  extravagance,  all  too 
generally  acquired  in  thole  feminaries,— is 
paying  much  too  dear  for  the  chance  of  a 
few  very  unimportant  accomplifliments, 
and  in  which  fo  few  make  any  progress 
equal  to  wiiat  they  probably^  would  do  at 
home.  Though  fdme  of  thofe  Schools  are 
well  condud^  by  excellent  and  valuable 
women,  yet  fuch  places  can  never  fuflSici- 

cntly 
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ei^f  i:^ea3ble  families^  whidli  are  ,  the 
fonndadon  offoctety,  aad  the  mal:eria}s  of 
vfhich  k  19  formed ;  and  ia  them  all  the 
dtttUft  aixd  iiabits  of  Ufe  fhould  be  acquued 

Mothers,  tijough. frequently  with  ua,  as 
yet^  but  moderately  accompliflied,  might 
nevcrth^^fs  iaOirudi  their .  thildrea  and 
themfeltes,  at  the  fame  .titae»  by.^a  Very 
little  foreign  affiftance*  Itt  th|s  way  we 
n^ght  produce  more  fuperior  female  cha« 
ra&ers,  aod  more  mothers  properly  quali- 
fied for.  this  duty ;  and  we  Ihoilld  thereby, 
ip  my  opHHoUi  improve  the  world  very 
fait 

Nor  caa  I  donceive  with  fome,  that  we 
fhould  have  lefs,  but  certainly  more^  con*- 
jugftl,  happinefk  in  the  woiid,  by  an  iticreafe 
of  female .  wifdom  and  kitowle%e,<~l)y 
Qttans  of  more  numefous  2md  more  im- 
portant objeds  of  mutual  iriterconrfe  sukd 
employ*  I  have  known  examples  that 
confirm  me  in  this  opinion;  nor  can  I  re- 
litoqulfh  it  on  account  of  one  or  two  fiu- 
dious  females^  who  have  been  perhs^  toa 

much 


much  engrol&d  by  fflff^t  favourite  branch 
of  ftudy^'  an4  wb.9  Wgbt:  ^o&ax  %q  peglejSJ: 
themfelves  and  their  families  in  other 
things* 

It  is  geni^rally  a4fnitted  thiJt  there  are 
many  i^ore  employments  and  profeffiqi^ 
well.ajJjBtfd  tp  j:h^  ):,al6nts  ^nd  teqapeTiiimejQat 
of  wpfti^  .  th^a^  they  have  yet  ef  epcLfed 
among  you,  afjd  which  they  wght  prpr; 
bably  fill  with  at  leafl  as  much  credit  and 
propriety  ^  flapijir-rbut  iji«  all,  I  wp^ld 
h|ive*  both:  fexps  to  join  \n  fome  ^pgrecsj 
and  each  to  If  ad  the  helping  hand  of  r^lie^ 
whenever  it  i$  pofliblp. '  Women  might  be 
of  great  ufe  in  ^11  thp  learx^ed  f  n4  fed^n« 
tary  profeflions^:  t^ijcfe,  in  n\y  oginip%^ 
might  then  be  carried  to  greater  pe^fo^t. 
tion,  and  with  nii)ch  lefs  cpq^n^meiit  (o. 
the  ftudious,  if  bojh  fexes  yreK  properly 
qualified  to.alfifl  and  relieve  each  other* 
There  is  not  a  more  unnatural  bpi^g  than 
a  man  whofe  life  is  totally  engroifed  by 
what  we  moderns  call  learning.  The  cpnr 
6nement  and  exclufive  attention  to  book^ 
^ill  generally  deftroy  oz  impair  his  natu- 
}  ral 
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ral  vigour  and  adivity,  till  he  becomes  a 
weak,  unhealthy,  and  a  very  helplefe  crea- 
ture. 

Women  we  have  feen,  in  fomc  coun- 
tries, uniting  their  exertions  with  thoFe  of 
fheir  hulbands  and  relations,  even  in  labo- 
rious employments ;  and  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  of  late  it  has  become  more  cuftomary 
m  your  manufadturing  counties. 

Proceeding  6n  this  principle,  I  think  that 
the  children  of  bQth  fexe»  fhould  be  edu- 
cated together  and  alike,  as  far  as  propri- 
ety and  manners  would  admit,  which 
would  be  far  enough  for  every  good  pur- 
pofe,  if  it  were  once  the  cjiftom.  But  we  • 
are  now  prejudiced  and  accuftomed  to  a 
feparate  and  totally  di£ferent  education,  .as 
if  we  were  beings  of  a  different  fpecics, 
without  connexion  or  intercourfe,  and  each 
fex  is  to  be  prepared  for  employmenta  or 
profeffions  in  which  the  other  is  not  even 
fuppofed  to  judge,  and  therefore  cannot 
stffift.  In  families  where  brothers  and  fif- 
ters  are  brought  up  a  good  deal  together,. 
.  '  it 
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it  has  been  obfefved  that  both  are  the  bet- 
ter for  it  J  and  the  moft  manly  of  the 
fifters,  who  keep  up  the  neareft  to  the 
brothers  in  their  laborious  exercifes  or  em- 
ployments, are  generally  everjr  way  the 
fuperior  characters. 

Men  who  are  fubjed  to  the  mean  jea- 
loufy  or  fear  of  female  learning  or  accom- 
plilhmentd,  inftead  of  making  ufe  of  them, 
are  certainly  not  the  fitteft  to  dictate  in 
this  matter.  Nor  do  we  find  thofe  who 
pretend  to  be  fo  highly  difgufted  with 
learned  or  mafculine  women,  to  be  the  moft 
manly  or  learned  of  men.  That  little  jea- 
loufy  or  diflike  we  may  rathet  confider  as  an 
indication  of  fome  meannefs,  falfe  delicacy, 
or  other  deficiency  of  charadter  or  educa- 
tion. We  had  much  better  improve  and 
make  ufe  of  their  talents,  and  we  fhould 
then  find  them  of  infinite  ufe  to  us  in 
many  fubjedls.  When  we  ad:  the  legal 
tyrants,  and  frame  laws,  regulations,  and 
opinions,  that  concern  both  fexes,  we 
ought  -certainly  to  confult  the  other,  eipe- 

cially' 
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cially  when  they  become  capable  diid' wor- 
thy of  being  confulted. 

We  Englifh,  I   fear,  were  the  fkrtheft 
j^oiled,  and  were  becoming  quite  fingular, 
in  thefe  feminine  ideas   of  ddicacy;    we 
were  growing  really  ridiculous,  till  fome 
ladies  of  rank  and  good  fenfe;  I  am  happy 
to  fee,   are  bringing  again  into  fkfliioh  to 
be  maftly  and  unaffeded.     Some  of  your 
little  fnarling  authors,  too,  pretended  to  join 
the  cry,   and  to  di<9:ate  their  little  national 
prejudices  fpr  the  government  of  the   fe- 
male world  •.  but  I  hope  your  ladies  will 
have  courage  enough  to  go  on  to  be  as 
manly  or  learned  as  they  plcafc  j  they  will 
have  the  men  of  fenfe,  and  the  laugh,  on 
their  Tide,  aga.inft  the  fribbles  and  triflerSj 
who  are,  to  be  /ure,  as  yet  byfaf  too  nu- 
merous among  you,  and  who  are  not  yet 
aihamed  to  mifcall  your  manly  and  refo- 
lute  women  by  the  opprbbrious  names  of 
mafculinecreatures,  horfe  god-niothersj  &C4 

While   in    this '  difpofition^   which  you 
may  think  too  French  and  too  favourable 

to 
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to  the.  female  part  of  the  fpecies,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  it  highly  probable  that  the 
greateft  perfedion  of  which  fociety  is  ca- 
pable, may  depend  greatly  on  this  approxi* 
mating  equality  of  the  fexes^^n  our  ac- 
cumulated talents  and.  joint  endeavours 
being  applied  to  mdft  of  the  ftudies  and 
occupations  in  life,  and  thereby  all  the 
pov^ers  of  both  beingjbrought  into  ufe» 

Ail  the  countries  I  have  feen  have  helped 
to  confirm  me  in  thefe  opinions, — thofe 
where  men  and  women  are  the  moft  fepa- 
rated,  tis  well  as  thofe  where,  they  live  moft 
together  j  and  ithink  the  advances  and  ci-^ 
vilizatibn  of  the  fpecies  may  ev»y  where 
be  meafured  by  the  degrees  of  general  in- 
timacy and  intercourfe  of  the  fexes. 
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LETTER    XVIIL  ' 
Educatiofu 

THOSE  ideas  of  women,  into  which 
I  have  been  1q4  by  you,  and  the 
manly  agreeable  females  of  this  country, 
have  induced  me  to  think  and  inquire 
about  education,  which  alfo  appears  to  me 
here,  I  think,  in  fome  new  points  o^view^ 
The  fchool  education  in  France  is  feldom, 
I  fancy,  preferable  to  our  own,  and  often 
worfe,  though  that  of  the  world,  may  be 
better  with  them.  .Their  feminaries  and 
colleges  are  ftill  fo  over-loaded  with  fuper- 
ftitious  ceremonies,  as  to  impede  the  pro- 
grefs  in  ufefiil  knowledge,  and  to  terrify 
reafbn  out  of  her  way.  However,*  fociety 
and  Convedktion  afterwards  make  fome 
amends  for  thofe  early  errors  and  deficien- 
cies ;  and  though  this  occaiibns  a  lofs,  at 
Icaft  of  time,  it  ferves  to  Ihew  the  advan- 
tages 
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tage$  of  educating^  more  by  conveife  and 
pra<3:ice  than  by  books,  and  the  probability 
of  fuccefs,  if  we  were  to  apply  the  minds 
of  youth  rather  more  to  praSical  and  ufe- 
ful  obje&s,  than  to  books  and  fpeculative 
fyftems.  This  was  the  manner  of  the 
ancients,  and  we  may  regret  that  it  is  not 
yet  m6re  praftifed  among  us. . 

Your  national  prediledlion  iii  favour 
of  too  frequent  a  reparation  of  the  fexes, 
even  in  their  earlieft  inftru<aions,  with 
other  fimilar  ideas  of  falfe  delicacy,  I 
begin  here  to  confider  as  the  produce  and 
the  b^e  of  miftaken  civilization,  and  as 
impediments  to  a  right  education  of  both 
fexes.  Unlefs  fome  wife  legiflature,  or  fome 
female  good  fenfe,  come  in  time  to  your 
affiftance,  I  fear  you  may  go  ftill  farther 
into  the  Errors  and  extremes  of  a  refine- 
ment which  knows  no  bounds,  and  which 
has  a  tendency  to  increafe  that  fcparatioa 
of  the  fexeS)  perhaps  at  length  to  an  Afiatic 
degree.  If  thefe  ideas  fhould  extend, 
the  confeqUences  would  be  ruinous  to 
Eurppe.  Among  the  lead  pernicious  of 
them  would  probably  be  that  of  beftowjng 
a  ftill  greater  proportion  of  pains  on  what 

Vol.1.  Z  is 
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18  called  tbd  minds  of  youth^  to  the  otter 
negkd  of  many  graceful  and  manly  exer- 
cifes^  ufeful  and  omamentd  abilities^  which 
nfed  to  be  acquired  with  a  view  to  |)kafe 
each  other.  -  Their  heads  would  then  be 
more  unmercifully  ftuflfed  with  theories 
and  fpecuiations,  without  practice  or  ap- 
plication to  any  thing  ufeful ;  and  their 
hearts,  or  moral  part,  would  then  be  left 
to  chance,  and  to  the  company  of  their 
own  fex,  with  full  liberty  to  make  very 
great  favages  of  one  another* 

In  your  higher  ranks,  I  fear  it  is  often 
from  not  having  been  taught  any  ufeful 
knowledge  in  their  youth,  that  we  have 
leen  fo  many  country  gentlemen,  and 
others,  negleiS  the  ftudies  of  *thcir  early 
years,  becaufe  they  furnifh  neither  anuife- 
ment  nor  utility  in  the  common  affairs  of 
their  lives.  And  among  your  lower  clafles, 
it  is  ftill  a  greater  fhame  and  pity  to  find 
education  fo  defective,  and  your  police  m 
many  things  fo  wretched  j  and  to  fee,  ifl 
nations  and  governments,  fo  far  infenor 
to,  yours,  the  miferable  inhabitants  appeal 
•  .    ■  .    .    '        *^ 
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ibg  {o,  exack  tnore  pcfllihed,  civilized^'  3i>(h 
converfible)  than  your  free-born  Engliili-y 
men. 

Tn-yodt  happy  govtrniiient,  where  nft 
onfe  is  confined  to  %hjc  rank  4a  whiph  he; 
\vas  born,  a  free  fcope,  is  given,  to  th?, 
genius  and  induftry  of  all,  to  better  their 
condition,  and  proportijoo^lly  to  rife  in  im- 
portance; you,  therefore,  owe  to  each,  an 

'  education  equal  at  leaft  to  his  intended  rank 
and  condition,  and  pethaps  to  th^t  of  the 
next  above  him :  for  numbers  among  you^ 
are  daily  rifing,  by  thdr  wealth,  into  ftationa 
and  offices  in  life  for  which  they  are  found 
to  be  totally  unpifepared  and  urifit,  and  are  . 
thereby  worie  than  lofl:  to  the  community; 
This  tmay  he  a  cauife  df  more  people  ap^ar- 
ing  to  be  mifplaced,^  cb^  vous^  in  office  or 

^  dignity,  than  in  conntrieB  where  merit  isf 
not  fo  profefledly  attended  to.  Occafions 
may  arifc  with  people  in  office  £o  very  im* 
properly  placed,  as  to  be  the  ruin  of  the 
nation.  If  it  is  meant  to  keep  the  pec^le 
ignoramt  from  poliby,  I  am  pretty  fure  it  is 
faUe  poKcy,  and  tout  calcul  fait^  you  will 
Z  2  find 
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find  that  the  want  of  educaticKi  is  a  lofsof 
power,  and  a  great  hindrance  to  the  ad-*. 
vances  of  a  nation  in  all  the  arts,  befides 
the  injury  done  to  morals,  manners,  and 
civilization.  We  have  never  found  the 
Scotch  to  be  worfe,  but  certainly  better 
qualified  for  mod  thinga,  for  having  fo 
generally  received  fome  education  in  their 
youth :  their  common  people  are  therefore 
more  temperate,  frugal,  and  better  be- 
haved,— confeffedly  of  a  moral  chara&er 
fuperior  to  the  people  of  the  fouthem  and 
richer  provinces.  This  is  well  known  both 
in  the  land  and  fea  fervice. 

By  good  education,  I  mean  virtuous 
habits  and  ufefyl  knowledge,  at  leaft  that 
is  the  beft  general  definition  that  I  can 
think  of  at  prefent.  No  rank  in  focicty 
Ihould  remain  without  fome  (hare  of  thefe, 
fuch  as  is  fuited  to  their  condition.  Why 
Ihould  not  even  the  loweft  ranks  leam 
writing,  and  fome  of  the  ufes  of  numbers, 
and  many  of  them  fome  geometry  and 
mechanics  in  a  pradbical  way?  By  thela* 
hour  of  learning  thefe,«^by  the  very  aft 

of 
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of  going  regularly  to  fchool,  together  with. 
fbme  proper  and  prkfticalr  moral  inftrudion. 
there;  ;we  know  that  excellent  effisds  may. 
be  produced,  and  that  the  important  habits 
of  regularity  and  application^  obec^encd; 
and  oeconomy,  may  in  this  way  be  given, 
to  the  people,  in  ihort^ia  moral  character, 
fupcrior  to  that  of  your  prefent  lower 
claflfes; 

There  are  not  probacy  any  where  fo 
many  liberal  and  public-fpirited.  gentlemen 
as  in  your  ifland ;  and  yet  I  fear,  through-^ 
out  the  country,  the  fupply  is  not  equal  to 
the  demand;  and  in  moft  public  depart*- 
ments,  there  is  too  obvious  a  want  of  ufeful 
and  fciientifu:  knowledge,  as  well  as  among 
your  tradefmen  and  country  fquires,  which 
is  indeed  becoming  almoft  proverbial,  now 
that  you  are,  it  is  hoped^  ceafmg  to  deferve 
the  imputation, 

The  vulgarity  and  ignorance  which  we 

have  too  often  feen  a  great  deal  too  high  in 

officer—I  am  aiham^d  to  think  how  high } 

in  ihort,  the  deficiencies  in  our  education, 

Zi  3  I  fear 
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Vfm  ^re  yet  iuj^  as  th^y  Umg  kitep  the 
nation  down,  far  beneath  its  natural  place 
aod  eftimation  in  th^  foale  of  Surepe  and 
of  the  world.  When  fbreigners  fee  ^k 
dlings,  they  are  aftonlflied  at  our  fupetio^ 
rity,  unacquainted  with  the  pcfw^a  dT  our 
tfonftitution :  that'confistaition  not  h^mng 
yet  produced;  a  ^'belter  educatioii  for  all 
ranks,  I  cannot  well  account  for.  If  we 
had  more  men  of  fcience,  we  fhould  be 
more  afhamed  to  fliew  to  thrfe  of  our 
neighbouring  nations  the  tnaniftll  igno- 
rance and  neglect  to  be  feen  ariMfi^  our 
dxtenfive  and  important  coafts* 

I  tliink  I  have  obfervcd,  that  the  kind  of 
knowledge  in  which  the  people,  and  eyen 
thfe  gentlemen  throughout  England,  are  the 
moft  deficient,  is  the  mathematieal, — ^ftill 
more  than  in  either-  the  natural  or  moral 
kinds:  many  of  them  feem  to  acquii^e  fome 
tolerable  notions  of  agriculture,  of  law 
and  government^  of  o^mmerce ;  bat.  in 
moft  of  the  fubjecas  where  mathematics  are 
concerned ;  as,  canals,  roads,  rivers,  fea- 
ports,  embankings,-  piers,  harbour^  mines, 

'     :  /  :  '  bullet 
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buildiQgs,  weigM^i  meafures^  nfiifs,  s)Ar 

lic8^   ia  cxat^ioiaAkina,   &c.  b%  .^efe  you^ 

tnaj  osftea  feeicouatry jufticea,  Aad^Quntry 

gendetow^  deceived  or  led  into,  ^blusdltiesi^ 

by  the    moft   ililfccrate    tra^Jinan,    over 

V^lioni)  a.  fmall  tki£ture  of  mathematkail' 

knowledge  at  ichDolor  college  inight  ha[y& 

given,'  them  a  rdecided  fu^riodly^  a  heiteK 

ficxal  control  and  di^re&ion.     If  our  goo(£ 

fortune  ihoutd  ever  bring  a  man  of  fcieaco 

to  be  a  minifter,  with  fufficient  powers,  be 

will  probably  fhewna  our  igndrance  m  his- 

improvements-;  he   wilt    find    means    to* 

oblige  various^  eftablifhments  and  corporate 

bodies  to  do  their  duty  at  leaft^  and  efia*^ 

blifli  others  if  neceflary ;  and  lyill  mal;e 

them  confult  and  employ  men .  of  fdenee^ 

when  obvioufly  r«quifite:   fucb  as  your 

Trinity  Houfe,---comraiffioners  of  fewers, 

— "thpfe   for    draining   I^incplnihire,-— the 

corporations  of  London,  and  of  moft  of  the 

fea-ports  and  maritime  counties. 

In  the  gene?al'  fpkit  of  improvement, 

tbat  of  education  muft  furely  follow  in ' 
,  *2<  4  time. 
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time.  IVIdre  ufefal  knowledge,  we  may 
h(^,  will  in  future  be  taught  at  your  uni- 
verfities,  as  thefc  have  already  begun,  and 
will,  in  fome  meafure,  be  as  it  were  forced 
to  go  on,  and  conform  to  the  advances 
of  the  times,  and  teach  what  is  Jtnoft 
wanted  in  fociety,  in  fpite  of  the  fbcednefs, 
ipdolence,  and«  monkery  of  their  inftitution. 
Since  they  have  condefcend^  lo  iludy  our 
laws,  may  not  we.  hope  that  a  knowledge 
of  commerce  and  mahufai^ures,  of  eKperir 
mental  philofophy  and  chemiftry^  naay  be 
gradually  introduced  there  ?  the  mathema- 
tical ^nd  mechanical  fci^nces  dire&ed .  to- 
Yrard$  pradicg  ai^d  utility,;  together  with 
ibme  Jafte  ^  «md.  practice  i«  the  fine  arts  *  ? 

•  It  is  with  pleafttre  wc  otfervp,  that  fincc,  and  even 
before,  the  above  was  written,  our  niiiverfities  have  adopted 
many  of  thefe  inproirments*  c^civUy  Cambridge  t  and 
it  is  hoped  they  will  ^o  on  improving  :  (hqre  i$  no  ilano.nary 
degrte  of  p^rfedion  for  any  thing  in  this  world.  A  few 
siore  of  fuch  fuperiors  as  w«  hav^ 'lately  feen,  and  a  little 
niQr^  a]^plip%tiqn  ip  our  young' men  of  fa(hiop«  wo|d(^foon 
make  our  univerfifies,  ^nd  our  n^tic^n^  by  far  th^.  firft  in  the 
world ;  aad  woiijd  fhew  us,  that  fomething  folrd,  modem, 
and  afefu],  may  yet  be  built  upon  the  old  foundations. 
It  is,  however,  co'be  wifhed'  t>at,  j^^^  f  ftahlaflimeiiit  ht 
univerfal  learnin?  were  oftner  attempted  ;  new  dtfcov^ries. 
H  natural  emulatron^  would  be  of  fervice  to  the  whole. 
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And  let  us  hope,  that  your  day  fchools^ 
perhaps  the  moft  important  of  all,  will  be 
improved  and  increafed ;  and  your  board- 
ing fchools    difcouraged   and  diminiihed, 
perhaps  by  fome  heayy  tax,  or  other  means* 
Thofe  literary  and  reading  focieties  Uke-? 
wife,  in  your  country  towns,  may  infpirc' 
fome   learned    ambition,     fome   defire   of 
knowledge,  and   do  much  ^ood.  .^.  Then 
ypuV.  worneh  rhignt  be  of  fignal'  fervic6  iii 
tjie^  day  fchoob,  and  in  almoft  '^vei^  branch 
of  early  education.     Nor  can  I  fee  any  ob-^ 
j^^ion.  to  thofe  females  who  fliew  ftrong' 
fymptoms  of  genius,  and  cleamefs  of  un- 
derftanding,  being  permitted  to  go  on  in 
ufefiil  learning';  and  fome  of  them  might,' 
at  length,  teach  the  fciences,  give  popular 
lieiStures,  and  even  fill  a  profeflbr's  chair 
with  as  much  fucqefs,  grace,  and  propriety, 
as  any  of  us,  as  has  been  already  pradlifed 
in  Italy.     You  would  foon  fee  an  increaf- 
ing  demand  for  female  tutors  in  families,  if 
fuch  could  once  be  Found  fufBciently  quali- 
fied.    Thefe  may. be  confidered  as  fome 
preliminary  reflections,  till  I  can  examine 
farther  into  the  pierits  of  education  in  this 
ppuwfry. 
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Of  f^^i^^S^^'^Qf  '^^  French, 
*     ence.^^^Of  Mujical  Language. 

I  LIKE;  the  idea  which  you  mention,  c 
fomc  late  writers  judging  of  the  civil 
zatlon  of,  a  people  by  their  language,  an 
fi;oi9  a  vocabulary  of  its  terms  determining 
their  advances  in  arts  and  knowledge.  1 
have,  tliougbt  we  could  likewife  judge  of 
tb^ir  (afte  by  fimilar  means^  and  from  the 
choice  and  compofition  of  the  founds  in 
which  they  have  chofen  to  exprefs  thcm- 
fejves^  we  might  guefs  at  their  talents,  and 
their  tafte  in  general,  and  more  particularly 
in  language,  in  muficy  *nd  in  all  the  objefis 
gf  hearing  j  for  thefe  are  all  ciiriouflj) 
though  often  almoft  imperceptibly,  linked 
to  each  other,  and  form  but  one  con* 
jiefted  chain  of  kindred  powers  and  per* 

ception§, 
*      i 

froia 
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'    From  this  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that 

they  muft  have  had  a  fine  tafte,  a  yi&fi 

fenfibility,  w  tatto Jino  e forte^  whofraiofitid 

the     Italian    language  J    and    thofe    whd 

^^  formed  the  French,   a  very  bad  one—* 

.   kind  of  falfe  deficacy  v^hich  led  them  td 

'""  pr^r  fuch  combinations  of  founds  and  ir^ 

^^^ficulations,   as    are    contrary  to  the  real 

principles  and  mechanical  means  of  full  and 

^  fine  cxpreffion,  and  as  tend  to  form  fiicfi 

pofitions  and  habits  of  the  organs  as  con-' 

W  tra£l  and  debilitate  bcm,  hiftcad  of  affilfti 

^  xng  and  fortifying  their  exertions.     The 

^'^'^  organs  of  fpeafcing  and  of- hearing,  beih^ 

^'   conneded  4>y  nature,    are,  I  think,  botfi 

'^^    i^wled  by  the  French  language :  from  this 

•^    habitual  falfe-ftandard  proceeds  a  depraved 

^    tafte,  which  prevents  their  judging  rightly 

^    of  eloquence,    poetry,  mufic,  and   erf  all 

*     thofe  Ipecies  of  beauties,  and  in  fhort,  of 

^\     all  the  objeds  of  thefe  two  faculties  at  leaft : 

accordingly,  I  think  we  aftually  find  that 

the  French  people  are  the  moft  deficient  of 

any  nation  we  know,  in  learning  to  fpeak 

pther  languages;  and  we   may  therefore 

wefiraic  that  they  cannot  properly  judge 

*  of 
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of  their  beauties  or  defe&s.  Thus,  in  one 
leading  error  or  defed,  we  often  diicoYer 
the  fertile  iburce  of  many  more :  and,  be- 
iide8  the  natural  connexion  of  the  powers 
and  objeds  of  tafte,  the  arts,  we  know, 
cannot  w«ll  advance  but  a-bteail,  if  you 
will  excufe  a  military  term :  £o  that  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive,  how  thofe  who  have 
^one  originally  wrong  in  (everal  of  them, 
can  be  great  in  any:  and  if  we  take  into 
the  account,  a  deficiency  of  pjcrceptioa  in 
fome  of  the  finer  and  fimple  beauties  of 
nature,  the  fource  of  all  the  reft ;  and  if 
we  thence  deduce  their  paffion  for  the  artifi- 
cdal  kinds, — for  things  where  the  labour  and 
the  artift  appear, — for  glafs,  gilding,,  glitter, 
-^for  violent  and  fuperfluous  colouring  and 
carving ;  we  muft  allow  them  merit  fon  not 
going  farther  wrong :  and  we  cannot  help 
regretting,  that  they  have  fo  much  to  over- 
come before  they  can  begin  to  make  a  right 
progrefs.  We  know,  however,  that  fome 
of  this  nation  have  overcome  almofl  all  of 
thofe  difficulties  and  impediments,  which 
muft  doubtlefs  have  coft  them  great  pains, 
trouble,  and  travel ;  I  have  known  feveral 

whg 
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who  have  beftowed  great  labour  oi|  the 
proWnciation  and  fpeaking  of  other  lan- 
guages, and  with  lefs  fuccefs  than  you  can 
Mrell  imagine. 

You  will  readily  conceive,  that  in  fpeak- 
ing of  national  chara<9:er,  one  means  only 
that  which  is  moft  ^commonly  to  be  met 
with  in  that  nation,  and  which  is  always 
fubje<a  to  numerous  exceptions.    We  are, 
perhaps,  too  ready  to  reafon  on  general 
ideas,  and  lay  down  principles  in  almoft 
every  fubjeft,  and  thence  go  often  wrong 
by  rule.     We  all  know,  as  you  obferve, 
that  there  have  been  many  men  and  wo- 
men alfo  of  this  country,  who  have  fhewn 
the  moft  elegant  and  claftical  tafte  in  many 
things,  and  fome  who  have  excelled  in  al« 
moft  all  the  arts,— if  we  except  thofe  in, 
which^  from  being  infenfibly  incapacitated 
by  their  native  language,  they  are  infallibly 
deftined  to  labour  in  vain ;  and  this  deficit 
ency  reaches  farther  than  you  may  at  firffc 
conceive; — fo  far'  as  to  furprife  you  when 
you  come  to  examine  it. 


In 
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.  In  many  ways  the  French  (hew  great  lU 
vacky  and  quicknefs  of  parts^  and  fonie- 
times  even  fiiining  abilities,  although  their 
ftyle  of  performance  in  all  the  arts  may  be 
faulty:  their  amateurs  in  mufic,  for  ex-' 
ample,  are  generally  greater  perfc^rmers 
than  ours,  though  their  ftyle  and  manner 
of  playing  is  yet  more  vicious :  their  vio- 
lent and  fudden  jerks  and  tranfitions,— ^thofe 
extremes  of  forte  and  piano  which  are  no 
longer  mufical  founds,  the  one  being  imly 
a  whifper,  and  the  other  a  noife; — their 
inattention  to  tone,  and  hence  the  general 
badnefs  of  their  inftruments,  and  ilill 
more  their  voices ;'— their  rifing  and  fink- 
ing fo  far,  and  fo  fuddenly,  from  all  the 
fury  of  paflion  to  the  filence  of  death  or 
ftupidity:  thefe  are  certainly  not  within 
the  line  of  beauty.  Our  tafte  and  execution 
tend  towards  the  other  extreme  of  the  tame, 
heavy,  and  infipid.  Of  the  two  extremes, 
I  ihould  perhaps  prefer  their  fire  and  fpirit, 
with  all  its  vicious  violence,  to  our  fleepy 
though  fentimental  languor,  could  they  but 
keep  their  violence  within  any  bounds :  but 
it  feems  in  this  cafe,  as  if  it  were  eafier  for 
^'  .  •  us 
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us  tctadd  than  fox  them  to  take  i^ayv^nd 
better  to  fall  Ihort  than  overfhoot  tbfc  mark,, 
By  attending  more  to  the  Italians^*  oar  per-r 
fbrmi&r8,  ^though  lefs    numerous   aod  le(s 
powerful,   certainly  do  improve  in  taf^ 
Tvhile  they  continue  in  the  fame  wild  rCX- 
treme ;  and  when  you  are  not  deficient  in 
ipirit  and    expreflion,   you  ^are  probably 
now  getting  before  them  in  the  chief  re- 
qmfites  of  inftruraental  performance^  though 
ftill  inferior  in  force  and  execution;  nor 
are  you  yet  fo  far  fuperior  to  them  in  fing- 
ing  as  you  feem  to  fancy;  and  I  think  you 
are  not  fufEciently  fenfible  of  your  nume- 
rous vocal  deficiencies,  nor  of  many  other 
attendant  national  yulgarifms;  and  confe- 
quehtly^  you  arc  not  in  the  way  to  get  rid 
of  them. 

In  moft  opinions,  except  perhaps  our 
own,  both  the  French  and  we  are  certainly 
wretched  fingers,  and  below  criticifin :  let  us 
then  attend  to  the  Italians.  If  we  might  ven- 
ture to  criticife  their  produdions,  we  might 
obferve  that  even  they  fometimes  go  a  littl^ 
aftray:  from  a  fertile  fancy,  and  love  of 

novelty, 
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novelty,  amid  ft  their  endeavours  to  pleafe 
all  parties  and  all  nations,  we  may  expefi; 
to  find  them,  at  times,  tranfgrefling  their 
own  maxims,  and  facrificing  a  principle  to 
an  acceflbry, — real  beauty  to  trifling  orna- 
ment ;  and  in  compliance  to  the  times,  pre- 
ferring the  caprices  of  execution  to  the  ef- 
fentials  of  expreflion  ;  running  into  a  ftyle 
which  a  Roman  audience  will  call  troppti 
trito  et  omdto.  And  till  Tome  other  Meta- 
ftafio  appear,  their  little  poetafters  may 
often  be  wrong  in  their  mufical  language, 
and  may  not  always  diftinguifh  between 
what  fhould  be  faid  and  what  fhould  be 
fung, — between  the  words  fit  for  aria^  and 
thofe  for  recitativo\  though  thefe,  with 
their  afiedions  of  the  mind,  are  as  different 
as  fmoke  and  flame  ;  and  the  change  from 
one  to  the  other  fomewhat  refembling  that 
tranfition  of  nature,  as  far  as  fuch  dififerent 
objefts  can  refemble.  The  attempts  of  the 
French  to  run  thefe  gradually  into  each 
other,  like  feveral  of  their  refined  ab- 
surdities, only  ferves  to  fheW  their  want  of 
mufical  feeling  and  judgment. 

Gracin|^ 
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Gracing  recitative  appears  abfurd,  and 
"yet  in  the  firfl  operas,  it  feems,  it  was  ftill 
ikiofe  ornamented,  and  had^  frequent  formal 
clbfes :  that  ftyle  feems  to  be  returning. 
But  we  may  truft  the  Italians  to  their  own 
feelings,  which  will  not  probably  fuffer 
them  to  wander  far,  nor  long,  from  truth 
and  nature  :  and  we  muft  leave  the  French 
to  go  wrong  their  own  way,  which  they 
'wiU  moft  Ukely  always  do. 

^his  of  mufical  language  is  a  fubjedt 
that  would  require  fome  farther  critical  at- 
tention, if  that  attention  could  be  of  any 
fervice  to  it.  Since  the  time  of  the 
Greeks,  I  think  it. has  been  attended  to 
only  by  the  Italians,  and  by  them  ra- 
ther felt  than  underftood ;  it  miy  ceafe 
to  be  fo,  like  many  other  things,  when  we 
come  to  analyfe  it.  As  the  age  of  ftrOng 
paffions  and  great  adbions  is  antecedent  to 
that  of  reajfon  and  fcientific  refearches,  the 
greateft  things  are  performed  before*  we 
know  well  how,  or  can  trace  the  rules  or 
motives ;  and  when  we  come  to  examine 
too  clofely  into  the  caufes  of  our  pleafure, 
I  fear  it  ofteii  vaniiObes  in  the  inv^ftigation. 

Vol.  L     -  A  a  Mufic 
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Mufic  was  probably  more  felt  when  fcfs 
fcientific  and  refined.  We  have  beea  very 
}ong  in  dilcovering  that  we  have  no  mufical 
language  except  the  Italian,  and  that  is 
only  partly  mufical:  hence  the  world  w  not 
yet  cured  of  the  vulgar  notion,  that  any 
words  may  be  fung,  if  they  are  only  made 
to  rhyme :  whereas,  it  is  certainly  firft  the 
pafEon  or  fentiment  exprelTed,  and  not  the 
^hyme  nor  cadence,  that  renders  ferioua 
w^ords  fit  to  be  fang  ;  then  the  conftrudiion 
and  arrangement  of  the  founde  aiid  articular 
tions  of  thofe  wordsy  become  next  of  con- 
fequence  in  mufical  language.  I  feaar  it  is 
hardly  poflible  to  produce  the  proper  and 
powerful  voice  of  paflion  or  fentiment  upon 
any  of  that  numerous  clafs  of  Engjifti  words 
ending  with  a  dead  dumb  confonant.  We 
could  a&  eafily  run  fuH  fpeed  againft  » 
WalL 

It  may  be  chiefly  owing  to  this  forma- 
tion of  our  language,  and  to  the  difficulty 
of  producing  and  eixercifing  the  Voice  in 
finging  it,  that  we  have  had  (o  few  good 
voices,  fo  little  vocal  expreffion,  and  fo 
7  ,  ^ecaive 
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defective  a  tafte,  or  feeling,  of  mufic  in 
general:  and  now  that  we  begin  to  be  a 
little  imprdveSd  by  the  Italians,  pur  judg* 
inent  is  ftiU  variable  and  unfure ;  in  der 
liberating  wh^th^r  we  ihQuld  follow  them 
or  pot^  we  are  left  behind,  and  often  keep 
admiring  ^8  new  what  is  out  of  date,  and 
far  fiirpafled  in  other  countries.  In  like 
manner,  the  defeats  of  voice,  tafte,  and 
manner,  fo  confpicuous  in  this  nation^ 
might  be  deduced  from  their  language, 
though  in  a  different  way^  as  its  mufical 
deficiencies  are  different.  But  I  wifh  not 
to  tire  you  with  di^uifitions  which,  with- 
out fuch  minutiae,  you  may  probably  think 
too  long  befdre  I  have  done.  For  the 
language  and  the  mufic  of  this  country, 
you  fee^  are  leading  me  into  a  multitude  of 
general  reflections  on  thefe  two  fubje<fls : 
from  them'  I  Ihall  go  on  to  pick  out  what 
may  appear  to  me  the  moft  new  and  im- 
portant, inflead  of  the  ufual  travelling  par- 
ticulars concerning  a  country  already  fa 
well  known. 

Aa  2 
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LETTER     XX. 

Of  /peaking  Languages. — Of  Style. 

THQUGH  fenfible  of  the  fingularity 
of  fome  of  thefe  opinions,  on  the 
French,  on  languages,  on  mufic,  and  doubt- 
ful of  my  own  judgment,  yet,  on  the  ma- 
tureft  deliberation,  I  do  not  find  that  I  caa 
abate  much  even  of  the  moft  fingular :  we 
may  be  too  cautious,  and  thereby  deftroy 
all  energy  of  thought,  and  I  am  perhaps 
too  apt  to  doubt  from  anxiety  not  to  mifre- 
prefent;  but  owing  to  that  very  anxiety 
fome  degree  of  mifreprefeutation  is  perhaps 
unavoidable :  from  a  folicitude  to  give  a  ftrik- 
ing  likeneis^  we  cannot  always  avoid  over- 
charging fome  of  the  features. 

I  have  here  been  labouring  hard  \o 
fpeak  the  French  comme  ilfaut^  afraid  that 
fome  prejudice  or  diflike  might  arife  in 
me  from  a  want  of  fufficient- practice  and 
intercourfe,   which  I   believe    may   often 

happen: 
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happen :  we  find  the  people  of  moft  coun- 
tries become  more  agreeable  to  us  as  we 
grow  into  their  friendfhip  and  acquaint- 
ance. But  I  doubt  being  ever  able  now  to 
pronounce  and  fpeak  the  French  with  the 
current  volubility  of  a  native,  unlefs  it  be 
ori  fome  chofen  and  premeditated  fubjed:s. 
1  have  had  the  fatisfadion  of  being  taken 
for  an  Italian  in  Italy,  and  for  a  Spaniard 
in  Spain  (a  very  rare  thing  for  a  ftranger)^ 
but  I  fuppofe  I  may  never  be  able  to  pafs 
here  for  more  than  a  Swifs. 

The  fpeaking  languages  well  depends 
not  quite  fo  much,  I  think,  on  a  par- 
ticular turn  or  genius  for  it,  as  many 
fuppofe,  but  more  on  early  pains  and 
habits  ;  and  in  adults,  on  additional  labour 
and  ftudy,^nd  on  obferving  narrowly,  both 
by  the  eye  and  the  ear,  the  motion,  mari- 
ner, and  pofture  of  the  mouths  of  the  na- 
tives: much  will  likewife  depend  on  the 
naturie  of  our  own  original  language,  as 
before  obferved,  on  the  pofition  and  ftrength 
it  may  previoufly  have  given  to  certain 
organs:  To  that  we  find,  fome  nations  learn 
'       A  a  3  *    languages 
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languages  much  eafier  than  others^ — ^as  the 
Irilh,  Scotch,  Moors,  &c.— the  French  and 
Jlngliih  the  worft  of  alK  The  French  are 
certainly  the  niofl  confined  and  oapricious 
of  us  all  in  their  ajphabetical  habits  and 
ideas,  in  their  notions  of  orthography,,  and 
I  believe  in  every  thing  where  founds  arc 
concerned  :  you  know,  in  geography,  they 
have  totally  fpoiled  the  names  of  places,  yi;^ 
no  Ics  conociera  la  madre  que  Us  pario  :  for 
thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  their  language,  ihould 
take  the  lead  in  Europe. 

I  think  I  can  perceive  fome  powerful  ef- 
fects of  language  on  the  phyfiognomy, 
and  can  thencie  trace  one  of  the  caufes  d 
nationality  of  face  :  this  might  be  a  curious 
fpeculation  to  purfue;  but  I  know  not  how 
it  could  be  well  expreffed  in  writicig.  You 
muft  not  yet  tire  of  thefe  cBgreffive  and 
defultory  leftures,  which  you  get  fo  often 
inftead  of  travels;  I  fiiall  perhaps  return 
again  and  again  to  the  fame  fubjefSs,  as 
they  may,  in  paffing  through  different 
countries^  be  forced  on  the  mind :  this  of 

language 
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language  and  founds  feems  te  run  into  a 
ftring  of  refledions  which  might  be  ftretch- 
jcd  to  any  length,  elpecially  if  we  extend  it 
fo  as  to  take  in  mufic, 

I  think  I  underftand  and  like  your  ob- 
fervations  on  Blair  and  on  ftyle,  but  I  ap- 
prehend that,  in  communicating  our  ideas, 
we  Ihall  difcover  between  us  fome  differ- 
ences in  tafte,  as  ufiial  with  thofe  who  ven- 
ture to  think  for  themfelves.  Accuftomed 
to  read  for  information  more  than  for  plea- 
fure,  I  have  attended  little  to  ftylc  or  man- 
ner, and  have  therefore,  perhaps,  inade- 
quate ideas  of  its  beauties  and  importance  : 
certainly  to  handle  the  tools,  and  feel  the 
difficulties  of  an  art,  muft  enabl6  us  to . 
judge  better  of  the  merits  of  the  perform- 
ance, provided  we  are  always  aware  of 
the  error  of  eftimating  the  difficulties  of 
execution  too  highly ;  aii  error  to  wtich 
profeflbrs  have  been  fuppofed  fometimes 
fubjed.  Some  obfervations,  however, 
have  occurred  to  me  on  attending  to  yours; 
you  will  tell  me  if  you  think  them  juft : 
g\jr  opinions  may  be  of  more  fervice  to 
Aa4  \  each 
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each  other  for  t;he  v^ry  rqafoa  that  they 
diflfcn 

If  lye  Englifh  fhould  be  led  into  a  tafte 
for  too  much  ornament  in  writing  or  fpeak- 
ipg,  I  think  we  (houki  have  lefs  excufe  for 
ourfelvea  than  ibme  other  nations^  Our 
plain^  rational,  and  monofyllabic  tongue, 
fteros  to  me,  neither  made  for  mufic,  nor 
for  thofe  flowery  and  fonorous  beauties 
which,  in  fome  other  languages,  charm  and 
run  away  with  us  by  the  ear.  Our  lan- 
guage, clear,  diftindl,  and  preclfe,  fpeaks 
coly  to  the  underftanding;  it  cares  not 
much  about  the  beautie&  of  found,  nor 
waits  to  attend  to  them*  In  attempting  a 
lengthened  latinity  of  phrafe,  or  a  conftant 
rounding  of  periods  witji  meafured  fets  of 
fonorous  terms,  in  ibaring  to  magnificence 
end  amplification,  we  prefently  get  into  the 
regions  of  affe<3:ation,  where  we:  are  quite 
cut  of  our  element,  and  make  a  very  awk- 
ward figure^  In  the  fliort  nervous  .ftyle, 
where  powerful  brevity  prevails,  t  con- 
ceive that  both  the  beauties  and  expreiEon 
of  our  langnage  donfift  r  content  wijth  the 

few. 
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few  graces  that  lie  in  it8\way,  and  not 
deigning  to  look  afide  for  the  flowery  paths 
that  lead  round,  by  tedious  and  uncertain 
ways,  to  the  obje<fl  already  in  view,  it  goes 
beyond  mdft  other  languages  in  force  and 
rapidity ;  reaches  its  object  foo/ier,  and 
ftrikes  it  more  forcibly.  If,  in  aiming  at 
brevity,  we  fometimes  appear  abrupt  and 
obfcure,  it  is  more  excufable  than  the  other 
extreme  of  the  flowery,  declamatory,  or 
diflfufe. 

,  Every  language  has  Its  particular  turn  or 
genius.  I  know  not  if  any  one. has  re- 
marked thefe,  or  the  following  particulars, 
of  ours :  in  the  pronunciation,  it  feems  to 
incline  to  a  certain  diftin£t  paufing  pre- 
cilion,  by  its  Itrong  and  frequent  articula* 
tions,  as  if  attending  only  to  perfpicuity  or 
demonftration ;  and  without  a  particular  at- 
tention to  a  choice  of  words,  moftly  of 
foreign  extradion,  it  does  not  run  current- 
ly, or  with  facility,  through  the  mouth: 
but  when  that  attention  is  difcovered,  it 
ftrikes  with  an  idea  of  affedtation,  againft 
every  fpecies  of  which  I  think  we  have, 

after 
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after  a  certain  degree  of  cultivation,  a  nz^ 
tural  diflike  more  than  any  Other  nation  I 
know.    Whereas,  in  the  Spaiulh  and  Italian 
languages,  they  oice  dwelU  with  pleafure  oq 
mod  of  their  founds,  and  the  tongue  re* 
bounds  upon  every  articulation  with  a  tz^ 
pidity  and  elafticity  which  exercifes  and 
ftrengthens  its  powers :  but  of  this,  ynfor- 
tunately,  very  few  of  our  EngKfh  or  French 
mouths  can  ever  be  fenfible,  as  both  our 
languages  and  our  organs  have  been  over- 
refined,  contraded,  apd   debilitated,-?— pro- 
bably from  the  filly  afiedation  of  people 
with  bad  ears^  and  falfe  tafle,  trying  to 
fpeal^    pretty*      I  muft  think    that    moft 
of  our  flowery  writers  and  fpeakers  will 
oiFend  the  nice  and  natural  ear  much  mo^ 
by  their  affectation,  than  they  can  ever 
pleafe  it  by  all  the  beauties  they  can  thu^ 
exhibit:  while  Our  plain  and  fimple  brevity, 
-—our  wit  and  humour, — our  fimple  and 
truly  fublime,  which  rifes  by  fteakh  into 
fentiment   independent   of   the    wings   of 
found,    and    where    more  is  meant    than 
meets  the  ear ;  thefe  will  always  be  juftly 
admired:    as  we  rife  into  the  florid,  we 

fopn 
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iboo  become  ridiculous;  facrificing  fenfeto 
found  iurA  wafte  of  inefie&ual  ornam^ents^ 

You  ought  to  be  the  Spartans  of  Europe^! 
—•the  patterns  of  a  manly  and  laconic  ftyle 
of  eloquence;  and  if  you  would  but  tant 
Jhit  pm^  fipport  that  charadler,  the  fur- 
rounding  nations  are  rather  inclined  to 
grant  it  yoi^ :  you  would  then  Hand  high 
and  alone ;  but  if  you  miftake  your  object, 
and  take  the  contrary  road,  through  a 
flowery  verbofity,  you  will  find  all  the 
higher  places  occupied ;  you  will  be  out^ 
<Jone  in  thofe  walks  by  many,  who  witt 
took  down  upon  you  as  weak  competitors, 
^nd  laugh  at  the  unnatural  efforts  of  fuch 
awkward  imitators* 

The  expreflion  of  our  language  nece0»- 
tily  depends  more  on  emphafis  than  on  ac- 
cent, of  whkh  laft  we  have  now  no  rule  pr 
idea  that  can  be  meafured  or  applied,  and 
pf  which  we  therefore  wifely  make  a  very 
moderate  and  arbitrary  ufe;  and  the  em- 
phafis, when  carried  to  a  vulgar  extreme, 
offends  the  car,    and    fwaUow€    up  the 

unem- 
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unemphatic  parts.  Much  of  GarrickN 
merit  as  a  fpeaker,  confified  ia..properly 
moderating  and  concealing  it^  as  the  beft 
French  players  do  with  that  barbarous  in- 
ventioiji  of  rhyme ;  he  turned  emphafis  into 
found.  From  this  might  likewife,  perhaps^ 
be  deduced  much  of  our  falfe  ttfte  in  iing* 
ing,  and  thence  generally  in  mufic;  for 
Englifh  fmging  is  as  much  toa  emphatic  as 
the  fpeakiog.  By  carrying  this  violent  de- 
gree of  emphafis  into  fong^  we  fupport  the 
falfe  idea,  of  muTic  or  tinging  being  an  ex* 
aggerated  kind  of  fpeech  or  poetry  j  and 
thofe  emphatic  parts  of  our  fongs,  and  flili 
more  of  our  boiflerous  and  bellowing 
chorufes,  often  cover  and  conceal  all  the 
reft,  and  come  to  our  ears,  not  in  the  fhape 
of  founds,  but  as  blows  fufiicient  to  iplit 
our  heads^ 

Our  pronunciation  has  been  fo  over^^pe^ 
fined  by  falfe  delfcacy  and  afFedation,  that 
we  have  probably  now  loft  much  of  the 
relifh  for  that  brief  and  expreflive  energy 
which  is  the  fort  of  our  language.  We 
have  banifhed  the  powerful  guttural  founds 

which, 
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which,  ia  the  Spanilh,  and  fomc  other  lan- 
guages, feem  to  double  the  force  and  ex- 
tent of  the  organs  of  fpeech  :  the  nations 
of  moft  tafte  and  feeling  have  retained  thofe 
founds ;  as  the  Arabians,  the  Spanifh,  the  ^ 
Scotch,  Tufcans,  &c. :  a  third  fpecies  of  arti- 
culation, aud  the  moft  expreffive,  is  thus 
added  to  the  other  two  :  thofe  three  fpecies 
are  the  labia|^  the  palatal,  and  the  guttural. 
The  r  feems  likewife  to  be  in  fome  danger 
of  loling  itsforce and  powers  in  the  over- 
refined  and  minced"  mode  of  fpeaking,  of  * 
faihion  and  af^dation. 

I  am  ^lad  to  fee  you  afFedl  and  approve 
of  brevity  and  limplicity ;  I  think  them 
eflential  in  your  poetry  and  the  true  fublime, 
and  indifpenfable  in  our  language.  Study 
and  acquire  a  facility  of  ftyle  and  compofi- 
tion  by  all  means,  but  not  the  art  of  fpinning 
out  a  little* matter  into  a  long  ftory,  or  a 
great  book ;  that  is  beneath  the  ^ignity  of  a 
language  whofe  force  confifts  in  its  good 
fenfe  and  precifion:  your  words  ihould  be  all 
weight  and  fubftance, — ^fuU  meafure  preffed 
together,  and  running  over,  in  a  redundancy 

of 
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cf  fenfe,  but  not  of  fotind :  examples 
\cnough  might  be  fotind  ro  prove  this  doc- 
trine. In  yottr  favourite  Gibbon,  I  think 
you  ^U  find  his  beft  phrafes  are  the  brief 
and  lacoiiic,— thofe  that  are  moft  like  Ta- 
citus ;  but  I  fulpe6:  that  the  long  and  la- 
boured j^eriods^  of  which  he  is  probably  the 
proudeft,  H?f  ill  leiaft  ftand  the  teft  of  timd 
iand  good  tafte.  The  moft  powerful  parts 
of  Lord  Chatham's  efoquence  were  thofe 
comprefled  into  the  very  eflenct  of  brevity; 
when  he  laid,  ^*I  rejoice  that  America 
•*  irefifts,**  what  a  previous  march  and 
energy  of  thought  was  there  expreffed! 
We  can  aftonifh  by  the  fhort  and  forcible 
ways  of  hitting  our  objeft^  but  tlotjby  over- 
Whelming  it  in  a  torrent  of  words^  unlefs 
It  be  by  the  fuddennefs  and  velocity^  taott 
than  by  the  quantity^  of  that  torrent ;  but 
even  there,  beware  of  falfe  fire  atid  falle 
torrents.  I  know  of  but  few,  befides  youf 
Dean  Swift,  who  have  had  tafte  enough  to 
defpife  thofe  tinfel  beauties  of  conceit  and 
affectation  in  our  language. 


Ut 


ILtt  tta  not  be  Jed  too  %r  oiat  of  our  lanay 
tieldiar  b)r  the  &Ji^,glare  of  ^aok  hxM^kA 
fellows  die  poets  i^^^bui:  Icaaexon&i  yaii 
young  men.  bdtEig  a  lifede  uMi^y  at  firft^ 
by  the  tai£d  of  'Our  flicmdi^e79  aiEid  i7«rfi'«^ 
fiers ;  It  is  a  fire  that  J^ilL  cDoLby  tii|^a3aM3.a 
ijoatureit  Kfiaeiaienft.  I  thwk  we  hare  haiMyt 
had  a  poet,  fmce  Shakd|>ear  and  Mikim^ 
of  jft  ,  mind  fufficicntly  univerfal  j    nor  a 
fpeaker  of  real  tafte,  expept  Garrick,  to 
fhew  us  ho^.much^we  (hould  attend  to 
fenfe,  and  how  much  to  found :  I  believe^ 
we  fliall  fel^om  find  any  of  thofe  three  fa- 
crificing  the  forn^er  to  the  latter*     We  muft 
not  look  for  the  force  nor  for  the  few  beau- 
ties of  owr  language,  in  the  fickly  fancy  of 
modern  refinement,  tbaticulls  the  few  foft 
and  afFeded  phrafes,  and  fhrinks  from  the 
old,   rough,    msy^ly,    arid   mpft   powerful 
terms, — nor  iti  the  faftuonable  cbnverfation^ 
or  mincing  jargon  of  the  day,  among  the 
people  who  are  reputed  ^^;j/^^/,     I  think  I 
have  known   fome  country,   pr   paftoral, 
people,  who  have  a  better  tafte  iii  poetry, 
mufic,  and  fong,  than  thofe  of  great  towns ; 
there,  I  think  the  vulgarities  are  infupport- 

able ; 
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able;  whereas  thofe  of  the /country  have 
often  fomething  of  the  ryral  or  antiquated, 
that  renders  the  moft  ignorant  agreeable.  In 
great  towns,  the  lower  claffes  have 'either 
no  tafte,  or  worfe  than  none ;  and  the  higher 
refine  without  feeling.  Your  cockneys,  I 
believe,  contribute  largely  towards  fpoiling 
both  your  language  and  your  tafle. 
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LETTER     XXI. 

t)n  Muftc. 

To  Mrs.  P -. 

I   AM  now  going  to  take. your  advice, 
and  try  to  recoiled  fuch  of  my  obferva- 
tlons  on  mufic  as  may  have  a  chance  of 
being  new  or  fmgular,  and  in  the  order 
they  may  occur  to  a  memory  which  you 
know  to  be  none  of  the  beft.     The  vaft 
variety  of  founds,  their  formation,  quali- 
ties, and  efFedls,  feem  not  to   have  been 
y«t   fufficiently  attended   to,  perhaps  be- 
caufe  not  of  fufficient  importance.     But 
you  fee  I  know  not  well  how,  or  where,  to 
begin,  without  appearing  too  general  and 
fyftematic  j  and  I  do  not  mean  to  write  a 
formal  treatife :  we  men  are  ever  attempt- 
ing to  generalize  ideas  too  much,  and  em- 
broiling with   fcientific    ratiocination    the 
fimpleft    things.      Some   Frenchman   ob- 
fcrves,  "  que  trop  de  ratfonnement  etouffe  h 
fcntiment ;  tlfaudroitle  laijfer  a  ceux  qui  ne 
Vol.  L  B  b  font 
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font  des  bommes  que  par  la  tete.^'  You  ladicS 
could  give  i»  very  good  leflbns  in  thefc 
matters ;  with  a  little  more  education, 
many  of  you  would  render  learning  more 
agreeable  and  lefs  pedantic,  and  would  be 
fufEciently  comprefTed  and  laconic  in  your 
reafoning,  with  all  the  advantages  of  a 
finer  tafte  and  a  truer  fenfibility,  a  juftcr 
fenfe  of  fimplkity,  afFe£tation,  arid  of  al! 
the  human  qualities^  you  m^t  be  ilill  of 
more  fcrvice  to  U3. 

But  I  meant  to  fay  fomethimg  tfH>reof 
the  founds,  or  component  parts  of  lan- 
guage: I  thmk  they  h^ve  not  yet  been  well 
arranged,,  nor  underftood  ;  I  doubt  that 
which  was  undenftood  by  the  Greeks  is 
now  moftly  loft  to  us.  Some  of  the  Italian 
grammarians  and  muficians,  as  a  Baomat^ 
tei,  Martini,  Tartini,  &c.  ha^ve  made 
another  beginning  on  thefe  fubje<9:s  of 
founds,  language,  mufic ;  and  the  Italians 
are  moft  likely  to  fueceed  in  purfuing 
them^ 

Alpha* 


LETTERS    FROM   FRAKCB,        371 

Alphabetical   writing    was    doubtlefs  a 
^Svonderfal   and  important    difcovery.'    Its 
:greateft  merit,  I  think,  was  that   of  dif* 
tinguifhing  founds   from    articulations,   a 
tiegree  of  perfedion  to  which  the  eafterti 
languages  have  not  yet  arrived ;  and  that 
^efe<9:  may  be,  with  thofe  nations,  one  of 
the  chief  caufes  of  their  limited  progrefs  iA 
'many  other  things.     You  know  they  have 
no  vowels,  except  fome  that  have  the  ^,  but 
always  joined  to  fome  articulation :  their 
attempts  to  fupply  that  defeat  by  points, 
^iye  them  but  very  imperfeft  and  indiftind 
ideas  of  vocal  and  aiticulate  founds,  iand 
of  their  important  diftindtion.     But  even 
languages  the  raoft  alphabetical,  if  the  ex- 
preffion  may  be  allowed,  could  not  pro- 
bably tranfmit,    by  writing,    a  complete 
idea  of  their  own  founds  and  pronunciation 
iFrom  any  one^  age  or  people  to  another. 
Sounds  are    to  us    infinite    and  variable, 
and  we  cannot  tranfmit  by  one  fenfe  th(& 
ideas  and  objed^  of  another.     We  ihall  be 
convinced  of  this,  when  we  recoiled:  the 
inriumeraMe   qualities   of  tone  in   human 
voices,  fo  as  to  enable  us.  to  diftinguifli  all 
B  b  2       '  our 
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our  acquaintances,  though  the  number 
flioul.d  amount  to  many  hundreds,  or  per- 
haps thoufands.  With  attention,  we  might 
difcover  a  different  quality  of  tone  in  every 
inftrumejit;  for  all  thefe  there  never  can 
be  a  fufficient  number  of  adequate  terms  in 
in  any  written  language :  and  when  .  that 
variety  comes  to  be  compounded  with  a 
like  variety  of  articulation,  it  becomes  in- 
finite to  us.  The  varieties  only  upon  the 
feven  notes  in  mufic,  varied  only  as  to  pitch 
and  modulation  throughout  the  audible  fj^ale, 
combined  with  thofe  of  time,  are  not  yet 
probably  half  exhaufted  by  the  couftant 
labour  of  fo  many  ages.  So  that  the  idea 
of  Mn  Steel,  and  others,  of  reprefenting 
to  the  eye  the  tune. and  time  only  of  the 
founds  in  any  language,'  will  probably  ever 
prove  inadequate  to  the  end  propofed,  even 
without  attempting  the  kinds  and  qualities 
of  tones  and  articulations,  which  would 
render  it  infinite  and  quite  impofiible. 

The  divifion  of  the  founds  of  lanyguage 
into  acccfit^  quantity^  cmpbajisy  has  plainly 
proved  iqfufficient  to   mark    or  meafure 

thofe 
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tliofe  ideas   intelligibly.      Some   mode   of 
dividing  all  founds,  comprehending  thcfc 
of  language,  into ///;y^5  time^  toncy  and  ^r- 
ticulation^    feems    poffible:    and    fome   of 
them  might  be  exprefled  on  an  iriftrument^    ^ ' 
but  not  the  whole.     Emphafis  feems  in- 
capable of  being  meafured  or  tranfmitted. 
Noife  and  found  feem  to  belong  to  different 
genera.     So   that  there   appears  to   be  a 
real  diftindion  between  notfe^  founds    and 
mujic ;  *  and   though    thefc    three    diftin(2 
genera  decline,  or  fhade  off  into  each  other, 
yet  they  cannot  well  be  confounded  by  a   . 
juft  or  mufical  ear ;  but  it  feems  to  me, 
that  in  France  and  England  they  often  con- 
found them  all. 

The  complete  generic  difference  between 
fome  founds  and  mufic,  as  between  finging 
and  fpeaking,  has  certainly  been  overlook-* 
cd :  thefe  two  fpecies  of  voci  fhould  be 
exprefled  by  different  terms :  words,  .whei^ 
fung,  fhould  be  called  by  fome  other  name. 
It  feems  doubtful  if  fpeaking  in  the  modern 
languages  can  belong  ev^n  to  the  clafa  of 
founds,  much  lefs  to  that  of  mufic.  Th^ 
idea  and  expreffion  of  mufical  beauties 
B  b  3  in  * 
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in  language,  is  now  merely  figurative  i  we 
might  almoil  as  pFoperly  caU  them  vhite 
or  blacky  as  muficaU  Tke  mom  eat  any 
noife  becomes  a  founds  or  a  ibund  becomes 
mufical,  k  is  transformed  in  its  nature, 
and  into  a  different  clafs,  aod  £boiild  no 
longer  retain  the  fame  name :  axi4  if  we 
had  terms  enough,  none  of  thofe  techni- 
cally ufed  for  one  cUfs  would  apply  to 
anbther.  Nothing  £hews  toore  dearly  the 
infufiiciency  of  language,  than  different 
fubjeds  borrowing  fo  many  terms  from 
each  other :  it  may  be  the  fourc^  of  fome 
figures  and  beauties  of  ^ech^  but  not  of 
precifion  or  of  fcientific  in^pro^emjent.  I 
only  pretend  to  give  hints :  terms  ^nd  ar- 
rangements feem  yet  wanting  in  theie  fub- 
jedls*  The  Italians  Ihould  here  invcfligate, 
and  we  fhould  follow  them. 

In  order  td  undcrftand  this  generic  differ- 
ence between  mufical  founds  and  all  others, 
we  muft  attend  to  the  mind,  when  muiically 
employed  or  difpofed  by  mufic  itfelf :  in 
that  difpofition  oraffedion,the  chief  circum- 
ftancc  to  be  npticed  feems  to  be  the  power 

given 
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given  to  the  mind,  by  means  of  mufi^,  at 
once  to  dwell  on  the  objedt  of  its  paffion, 
and  to  exprefs  that  paffion  with  cafe  and  plea- 
fure  by  means  of  this  new  medium ;  where- 
as, by  words,  or  common  language,  the 
mind  feems  difpofed  to  vent  or  get  rid  of 
its  feeUpg$ ;  or  the  rapid  fiicceffion  of  ideas 
leaves  not  time  for  th«  de^p  impreffion  of 
any  one  in  particular;  hence  the  great 
paflions  feel  a  kind,  of  contempt  for  mere 
words,  and  often  prefer  filence  or  action  ; 
th^  mind  prefers  muiic  (if  the  pailion  is  not; 
too  outrageous),  in  order  to  indulge  in 
expreffions  at  once  fufBciently  pleafant 
and  durable.  Words,  producing  their  ef- 
feifls  by  fucc^flive  and  reiterated  impref- 
fions,  but  which  are  only  tranfient,  and,  as 
it  were,  remove  each  other,  the  refUlt  can* 
not  be  fo  much  an  accumulation  of  the 
whole,  as  when  mufic  is  employed  to  bind 
all  thofe  inftants  together,  and,  by  form- 
ing them  all  into  one  continued  whole, 
produce  effeffcs  proportioned  to  the  pro- 
longed duration  of  the  favourite  fenti- 
Blent, 

B  b  4  Between 
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Between  the  kaft  and  greateft  expreffion 
in  mufic, — between  fimple  recitation  and 
the  beft  expreffions  of  extreme  diftreis,  of 
forrow,  rage,  or  defpair,--the  degrees  are 
.  numerous,  and  feem  to  me  far  greater  than 
between  any  one  kind  of  language  and 
another:  yet  this  mufical  affedtion  ieems 
likewife  difpofed  to  fmooth  and  equalize, 
as  well  as  to  continue  the  diflferent  fenti- 
ments  exprefled,  and  to  bring  the  mod 
violent  paffion  down  to  a  tone  or  tempera- 
ment more  pleafant  and  fupportable.;  and 
feems,  at  the  fame  thne,  to  dignify  or  ele- 
vate leffer  objedls  and  fentiments  up  to- 
wards the  fame  tone,  fb  as  to  affimilate  the 
whole '  of  the  fentiments  and  expreffioc, 
and  render  them  more  temperate  and  ele- 
gant, though  not  lefs  powerful:  hence 
mufic  has  always  been  confidered  as  proper 
to  foften  or  tame  the  rugged  and  hurtful 
paffions, — to  temper  and  civilize  the  mind ; 
and  hence  it  cannot  probably  admit  of  the 
violent  oratorial  or  theatrical  modes  of 
aftion  and  expreffion :  fobbing^  and  tears, 
may  perhaps  be  admiflible  in  fome  kinds  of 
declamation,  but  not  in  ferious   finging; 

and 
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knd  the  abfurdity  cf  the  French  in  attempt- 
ing it,  is  very  obvious  to  every  body  but 
themfelves. 

The  meaning  and  limits  of  mufical  ex-  • 
preflions  not  being  very  clear,  diftinft,  or 
well  defined,  but  fhaded  off,  and  running, 
as  it  were,  out  of  fight,  leave  the  fancy 
juft  what  it  wifhes,  the  power-of  (haping  , 
them  to   its  own  afFedions  j  {6  that  the 
mufic  arid  the  imagination  go  on,  mutually 
affifting  each  other  wonderoufly  well,   till; 
loft  in  the  clouds  of  fublimity  of  their  own 
creating.      From    thefe    premifes    follow 
feveral   confequences,    mor^   than  I  fliall 
trouble  you  with. 

From  this  equanimity  and  defire  of  con- 
tinuance in  the  mufical  afFedlon,  we  may 
deduce  the  diflike  of  violent  change  in  the 
melody  or  modulation,  in  the  time  or 
movement,  beyond  a  certain  degree  ;  thefe 
muft  correfpond  to  the  new  equanimity  of 
the  paflions,  and  now  flower  tranfitions  of 
the  mind.  This  is  feldom  fufKciently  ob- 
ferved  even  by  matters  of  great  parae;  I 

thii>k 
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think  they  are  often  either  under  or  over 
the  limits  in  modulation— length,  variety, 
change  ;  and  they  thus  too  plainly  difcover 
that  they  do  not  always  them/elves  feel 
what  they  feem  to  exprefs* 

From  hence,  and  from  what  follows,  may 
be  deduced  the  reafons  of  our  language 
being  unfit  for  mufic,  and  of  its  injuring 
our  mulical  abilities,  and  impeding  thepro* 
gfcfs  rf  the  art.  The  number  of  ideas^  and 
accuracy  of  the  meaning,  the  wit,  and  habi- 
tual good  fenfe,  of  the  Englifh  language, 
are  all  unfit  to  be  fung,  efpecially  whea 
compreifed  into  few  words  j  fo  that  your 
bed  poetry  is  the  leaft  fmgable ;  and  there 
is  no  fetting  two  of  your  excellent  verfes 
to  mufic,  without  traufgrefling  fome  of  the 
above  rules  of  nature  ;  likewife,  its  founds 
and  articulations  not  being  arranged  for 
iinging,  the  expreffion  confiding  moftly  in 
the  force  of  fliortnefs,  more  like  the  ftrength 
of  a  hlov(r  than  the  power  of  found,  your 
poetry  muft  be  fpoiled  by  being  fung,  and 
your  forcible  emphafis  muft  lofe  its  powers, 
vfaen  turned  into  lengthened  and  enfeebled 
7  ^       found. 
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found,  with  the  powers  of  which  you  ate 
not  fuffidently  acquainted  nor  exercifed,  nor 
probably  ever  can  be,  while  impeded  by 
an  antimufical  language,  that  cannot  with 
propriety  be  fung.  That  angular  kind  of 
iliffnefs  in  French  and  Engliih  fong,  of 
which  almofl:  all  their  compofitions  partake, 
is  thi|s  probably  owing  to  the  languages. 

The  qualities  of  tone,  which  feem  in- 
finite, have  great  power  in  carrying  various 
afFeftions  diredly  to  the  heart:  indeed, 
the  quality  of  tone  feems  to  be  the  moft 
efTential  part  of  the  whole  mufical  ma« 
chinery  that  aSeds  us,  and  yet  it  feems 
the  lead  attended  to  by  the  French  and 
Engliih.  Certsun  tones,  and  muiical  fen- 
tences,  feem  to  be  the  original  expreffion^ 
of  nature,  and  cannot  be  analyfed  or  ex-  . 
plained ;  and  they  might,  perhaps,  be  made 
to  fupply  ftill  better  the  defe&s  in  the  lan^ 
guages  of  convention. 

Hence  alfo,  one  air  or  piece  fhould  never 
be  made  to  exprefs  more  than  one  fenti-^ 
pient :  there  is  a  nec^flary  ^nity  of  idea 

through- 
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throughout  the  fame  movement,  and  to  break 
it  is  as  great  an  offence  againft  the  tafte  or  af- 
fection on  the  one  hand,  as  the  want  of  ge- 
nius fufBcient  to  fill  up  the  limits  of  variety, 
which  the  mind  in  that  ftate  allows,  is  on 
the  other.     The  favourite  obje<9:  or  fenti- 
ment  of  a  paflion  is  of  fuch  importance  in 
the  mufical  piece,  that  different  movements 
may  be  applied  to  exprefs  it,  or  dwefl  on 
it :  but  different  fcntiments  being  fung  to 
the  fame  mufic  is  generally  abfurd  and  in- 
congruous.    The  old  mode  of  ballads,  or 
poems,  where  the  words  are  the  main  ob- 
je6t,  and  every  verfe  is  fung  to  the  fame 
tune,  is  poetry  and  not  mufic  j  quite  an- 
other fpecies,  as  well  as  that  of  recitative, 
and    of   many   comic    exprefSons    which 
depend  on  the  jingle  or  rythmical  motion 
of  the  time. 

Some  of  the  ballad  kind  of  mufic,  I  can 
conceive,  might,  even  in  modern  language, 
be  fuccefsfully  applied  to  greater  poetic 
works,  which,  accompanied  by  a  large  harp 
or  lute,  might  be  fung  or  recited  in  fome 
kind  of  half-meafured  heroic  air,  or  recita- 
tive, as  was  probably  done  by  the  ancients^ 

^  '  and 
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and  attempted  by  fome  modera  harpers  or 
xninftrels   in    various   countries ;  .  and    of 
which  the  prefent  old  Spanifh  romance  may 
be  fome  remains   or   imitation.     A  great 
mafter.of  his  inftrument,  and  of  his  fub- 
je(3:,  I  can  likewife  conceive^  ipight  feveil 
make  words  and  mufic  both  extemporafy, 
and   produce    powerful   effects    from  the 
warmth  and   greatnefs  of  his  feelings,  as 
we    have  feen    fuccefsfuUy   attempted  in 
Spain    and    Italy.     ,The    modern    ferious 
Italian  is  a  fpecies  differing  from  all  thefe, 
and  not  at  all  conneded  with  the  words, 
with  the  rhyme,  or  the  cadence  of  poetry : 
it  is  not  the  words,  but  the  paflion,  which  is 
here  fet  to  mufic.     The  relationfliip  be- 
tween mufic  and  verfe,  which  we  are  ftill 
foolifhly  iftfifting   on  being  fifter  arts,  is 
here  quite  worn  out :  our  mufic  is  now  in- 
fulated  and  governed  by  laws  of  her  own, 
and  no  longer  grows  out  of  our  language. 
In  the  comic  or  lively,  the  mufic  may  ex- 
prefs  the  meafure  or  jingle  of  the  verfe, 
though  not  very   clofely,  and   flie  ought 
even  there  to  take  liberties  of  her  own : 
but  in  the  ferious  (he  moves  with  too  much 
p&ffion  and  dignity  to  follow  the  meafure 

of 
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of  vcrfe^  or  any  meafures  but  her  o\TO} 
ftnd  the  words  or  voci  are  obvioufly  lecond* 
auy.  So  that  there  feems  to  be  growing 
up  a  fpecific  difterenpe  between  Jong  and 
cria;  in  the  firft,  the  words  being  the  main 
objed,  and  the  tune  or  mufic  fecondarj) 
and  in  the  aria^  the  contrary. 

Words,  when  fung>  as  already  obfenred, 
fliould  be  called  by  fome  other  name  (as 
voci  mujkale  or  cantabik)^  as  they  are 
then  transformed  into  another  claf^,  with 
qualities  entirely  different^  though  not  eafy 
to  define:  they  are  converted  from  con- 
ventional figns  of  ideasyf  to  be  a  part  of  the 
moft  original  expreffions  of  nature  and  of 
paiBon,  and  afFe£t  us  no  longer  as  words, 
but  as  part  of  the  mufic,-*^  part  that  belps^ 
to  diredt  the  mind  towards  the  objeO:  w 
meaning  of  the  melody,  but  not  too  dlrefl 
and  precifely;  they  may  help  to  give  vept 
to  the  paffion,  but  not  to  explain  or  define 
it;  that,  when  neceflary,  is  fhe  office  o£ 
recitative,  as  well  as  that  of  carrying  on  the 
adion  or  ftory*  We  fhall  very  feldom  find 
Metaftafio  guilty  of  the  abfurdity  of  ^ngtng 
eventSy  or  a  ftory,  in  the  laboured  mcTcdy 

,of 
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of  aria^  whicli  muft  be  referved  for  the 
language  af  paffion  or  fentimcnt 

The  mufical  philbfopher  would  fooa 
perceive  the  neceffity  of  fome.  mufical  laa^ 
guage  being  conftruded  on  pufpofc,  if  the 
Italian  were  not  already  made  to  hb  hand; 
its  voci  are  tolerably  conftrufted  both  as  to 
force  and  beauty — the  founds  and  articular 
lions  of  the  right  kind,  and  fo  combiilable 
as  to  favour  both  the  forcible  and  the  beau-»^ 
tiful  modes  of  mufical  expreffioHj  and  to 
maintain  that  continued  and  flowing  defire 
tsrhich  keeps  moving  unbroken 'within  cer^ 
tain  limits  or  lines  of  beauty ;  not  in  fharp 
angles,  or  cut  into  pieces,  like  the  mufic  of 
mofi  other  nations*  Their  words,  or  voct^ 
do  not,  like  ours,  flop  the  mufical  voice, 
but  help  to  bring  it  forth,  and  produce  that 
fulnefs  and  length  of  found,  fupported  on 
ftrong  and  well  placed  articulations,  which, 
like  ftep€,  bear  up,  and  carry  on  the  voice, 
make  it  rebound,  and  keep  the  mind,  as  it 
were,  fufpended  or  floating  in  that  kind  of 
pleafiire  which  forms  the  chief  part  of  what 
I  call  the  mufical  ,afFed:ion.  But  I  believe 
it  is  impoflible  to  explain  thefe  things  in 
words,  and  I  do  not  expe^  to  be  well  un- 

derftood, 
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derflood,  nor  is  it  perhaps  very  neeeflarjr 
that  I  fliould  attempt  it  j  our  friend  Dn 
Burney  will  make  thefe  things  plainer  to 
you,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  he  will  generally 
be  found  of  my  opinion ;  my  not  being  of 
his  would  make  me  doubt  or  retra£t« 

In  mulic  there  are  probably  fome  certain 
principles  of  beauty  in  which  almoft  all 
nations  would  agree,  if  we  could.  In  fo- 
ciety,  preferye  our  native  feelings  to  judge 
of  them :  but  thofe  feelings,  altered  and 
weakned  by  civilization,  are  perhaps  no 
longer  equal  to  the  tafk  ; .  our  feelings  fub- 
fide  even  while  we  write  about  them,  and 

,  as  we  attempt  to  define,  they  evaporate. 
We  know  they  are  fubjedl  to  the  powers 

.of  habit,  or  fecond  nature,  for  we  iee  dif- 
ferent nations  love  very  different  forts  of 
mufic,  and  I  have  feen  fome  who  love 
none.  We  may  now  be  fo  far  beneath  the 
feelings  and  enthufiafm  of  former  times,  as 
to  have  hardly  enough  remaining  to  jtidge 
of  theirs,  or  to  form  theories  and  Ipecula- 
tions  on  thefe  fubje<3;s :  and  in  thefe  writ- 
ing and  civilized  ages,  theory  feems^  to  be 
our  /orty  and  our  greateft  pleafure,  and  if 

we 


LEftERS  J'ROM  PRANCE.        385 

wethifs  that  J  we  ftiall  have  little  elfe  re- 
maining. Such  appears  ta  be  the  progreft 
of  fociety :  in  fome  of  its  earlier  ftages^ 
with  higher  fentiments  and  powers  of 
exertion,  men  do  great  things  for  their 
more  enlightened  pofterity  to  write  and 
talk  about ;  and  thefe  two  different  employ- 
ments fuit  the  two  different  periods  and 
characters :  the  pleafure  of  the  one  con<^ 
lifting  in  adion^  and  of  the  other  in  know-s- 
ledge. By  the  time  we  haye  fettled  a  good 
theory  of  mufic,  and  of  mufical  fentiment 
(if  ev6r  we  do),  perhaps  the  mufical  age 
will  be  over,  if  it  is  not  over  already* 
The  critics  came  after  Homer,  who  made 
poetry  and  rules  all  at  once.  Genius  and 
judgment,  when  joined,  feem  but  one  fen-» 
timent ;  and  the  firft  feeling  or  judgment 
of  real  genius  is  perhaps  more  infallible 
than  that  of.  the  moft  laborious  reafon- 
ing. 

The  heroic,  poetic,  and  mufical  ages,, 
]^robably  come  together,  or  in  fiicceffion, 
producing  each  other,  and  before  that  of 

Vol.  L  C  c  higher 
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higher  civilizadoiii  which  impels  the  o^ers« 
The  people  of  Paris  aad  of  Landoa  haire, 
I  think^  the  worft  tafte  in  mu(k  of  any 
people  in  Europe. 

We  hare  learned  &om  our  mailers  the 
Italians,  that  the  firft  merit  of  any  mufic 
confifts  much  in  its  near  re&mblancc  to 
that  of  the  human  voice :  but  hardly  any 
of  us,  befides  the  Italians,  have  any  voices 
worth  imitating,  except  the  little  we  £bmc- 
times  learn  from  them:  they  are  readily 
admitted  not  only  to  the  fecond,  but  to 
the  firft  place,  by  all  thofe  nations  who 
have  fhewn  the  beft  tafte,  and  have  pro- 
duced the  beft  mufic ;  it  was  referved  for 
the  French,  and  fome  of  the  Englifli  ^ei- 
ther of  whom  have  (hewn  much  good  tafte, 
nor  good  mufic),  to  difpute  the  fiiperiority 
with  the  Italians :  but  it  is  the  afs^  in  the 
lion's  ikin ;  they  ftand  alone,  and  only 
themfelves  could  ever  think  of  comparing 
their  heavy  and  Vulgar  compofitions  with  the 
elegant  and  powerful  produdions^  of  that 
refined  people.  Who  ever  heard  of  a  grand 

Freacb 
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Frerifch  opera  out  of  Fraiicfe,  dr  a^  Handera 
dfafdno'  out  of  Eriglafid  *  ? 

After  the  Italians^  thfe  Spliikr^Sj  per- 
haps th^  next  in  mulk^  have  kept  \tp  the' 
beft  rratiarial  tafte  for  fome  time  ;'  and  are 
likewife  neit  to  tbeor  in  fihglng^  which 
they  do  ftitUraliy  aird  deficately,  and  which 
is  pefhalps'  chiefly  owing  likewife  to  theit 
languagig :  but  they  too,*  adniirdirs  6f  the 
Italian  ftyle^  will  probably  adopt  it  fO 
heartily  as  to  lofe  their  oWrij  which  is  per- 
haps the  national  riiufid  ttioft  to  be  re-^ 
grettid  in  the  general  lofs.  AD  who  are 
acquainted  with  thtjiguidilld  and  isaf-zue-^ 
la^  would  gladly  h'6]^e^  that  their  fmgular, 
ingenious^  arid  ejtprefflVe  delicacy  might 
preferve  theiii  froiii  the  general  ruin  which^ 
from  Italyj  now  thriat^nis  the  mulic  of  all 
othtt  nations* 

Inftrumetitkl  muflc  advatidcis,  I  think^ 
fipace,  while  that  of  fong^  the  fouree  of  all, 

*  The  Cr^rmans  haviiig  Utely  iivi^  fdmc  £rf  tKcir  country- 
toan  Haodcrs  ofatorial  pieces,  will  riotj  I  bclitfVci  ht  2l  fuf- 
£eient  recoidijieBdatloil  to  the  itSi  of  the  wodd,  nor  eve# 
btt  ck#  means  of  carrying  chexii  into  Italy* 

C  (^  a  ftandsi 
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ftands  ftilly  or,  what  is  worfe,  runs  wild. 
Though   the   beft    parts    of   inftrumentai 
xnufic  may  be  thofe  that  are  faid  to  iing, 
and  their  firft  and  moft  indifpeniable  merit 
19  their  near  imitation  of  the  human  voicey 
yet  each  inftrument  has  a  peculiar  ftyle  of 
execution,  and  kind  of  mufic  of  its  own ;  and 
the  performers  in  thofe  paths  produce  many 
beauties  foreign  to  fong,  though  necefia- 
rily  mixed  with  it:  befides,  a  natural  defire 
for  variety  and  novelty,  a  necdTary  relief 
for  fong  itfelf,  all  require  that  inftrumental 
mufic  muft  not  always  be  linging ;    as  ii: 
cannot  raife  the  mufical  afiefkion  in  the 
mind  fo  eafily,  nor  to  fo  high  a  pitch,  as 
foiig,  it  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  variety 
of  execution,   of  movement,   modulation, 
melody,  in  order  to  command  and  furprife 
the  attention.  But  let  us  pray  that  this  kind 
of  mufic  may  pafs  only  for  what   it  is 
worth :  voices  imitating  inftruments  is  cer- 
tainly, a  falfe  tafte,  and  let  us  hope  that  the 
world  en  reviendra. 

I  confefs  I  love  to  fee  genius  take  liber^ 
ties  within  certain  wide  bounds,  and  tranf- 

grefi 
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grefs  now  and  then  fome  eftabliflied  rules  ;^ 

fevcral  of  which  become  fo  tirefome  in  the 

dull  routine  of  conftant  ufe,  efpecially  5n 

the    hands   of  the   French   and    Englifti, 

-where  there  is  fo  little  real  mufical  genius 

and   variety,      Mufic  has,  at  times,  been 

ihackled  with  various  pedantic  rules,  which 

have  been  afterwards  broken  and  removed 

by  fome  of  thofe  original  and  friendly  gc- 

xiiufes  that  now  and  then  arife  to  fet  us  free 

again :  thefe  Frenchmen  want  to  ftiackle  it 

ilili  more,  and  infift  on  the  compofer  and 

finger  attending  to  the  accent  and  quantity 

of  their  profaic  and  antimuiical  language. 

The  French  had  their  prefent  ftyle  of  mufic 

from  Italy  by  means  of  Lully  and  Rameau, 

and  the  Englilh  by  Handel  \  but  they  both 

now  abfurdiy  attempt  to  refufe  following 

their  mafters  the  Italians,  when  they  deferve 

it  more;  and  they  are  left  behind,  to  ftand 

alone,  and  render  their  defers  in  mufical 

tafte  the  more  confpicuous.     There  can  ba 

no  one  exclufive  ftyle  of  beauty  in  mufic; 

variety  becomes  neceffary   to   thofe   who 

can  reliih  all  its  beauties :  each  kind  has 

C  ?  3  its 
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its  degree  of  merit ;  ignorance  and  bad 
tafte  difcover  themfelves  by  mifplacing 
thofe  degrees,  and  by  preferring  medio- 
crity to  excellence^  or  th^  worft  to  the 
beft. 

But,  in  fhoit,  mufic  h  an  aflfair  of  ifenti- 
ment,  and  the  only  queftion  is^  Do  you 
like  it  ?  Still  more  cdf  the  rules  ancj  H^lntsof 
modern  Compefttion  will  probafbly  be  con- 
fidered,  one  day,  as  pedantic  nonf^nfe.  And 
Ictus  hope  the  times  may  return,  when  great 
ma(lerS|  with  warm  aitd  cultivated  minds, 
will  compofe,  from  their  own  feelings,  more 
than  by  any  of  the  mechanical  rules  of  their 
art.  A  Sacchini,  Boccherini,  Haydn,  and 
fome  otherS;,  have  (hewn  them,  the  way, 
nor  have  they  gone  fo  far  as  to  give  caufe 
to  defpair  going  beyond  theni,  as  lias  been 
fuppofed  of  Newton  or  Raphael :  the  beft 
jnufic  furniCbes  the  liioft  hints  iox  imita- 
tion, and  the  mod  original  ideas;,  in  ottiers: 
if  thofe  great  geniufes  cannot  be  furpaflfed 
in  their  own  walks,  new  paths  may  be 
difcovered  by  that  very  cnthufiafm.  with 

which 
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which  they  infpire  us :  fo :  that  the  moil 
mufioil  nations  and  ages  mufi  be  the  lead 
ilationajy^ithie  :moft  prolific  and  changes- 
able  in  thdr  tifte  and  produ^fkions :  it  is  only 
the  common  people  who  for  ever  can  relifh 
only  the  fame  tunes  and  fongs;  and  nothing 
ihews  more  ftrongly,  in  a  nation^  the  want 
of  mufical  progrefs^  or  of  the  true  feel- 
ings and  knowledge  in  the  art,  than  the 
vulgarity  of  annually  repeating,  and  dwell* 
ing  eternally  on,  the  fame  pieces  of 
mufic,  and  more  efpecially  if  thofe  pieces 
are  fuch  a$  nd  nation  can  like  but  tbcm^ 
felves* 

We  have  had  a  Purcel,  and  the  Scotch 
have  fhewn  fome  mufical  fentiment  by 
their  fongs»  or  national  melodies :  but  then 
fome  tlunjk  it  was  more  generally  taught  at 
our  common  fchools,  and  country  choirs 
were  well  filled^  and  vied  with  each  other 
in  tafte  and  performance,  A  continuance! 
of  thefe  excellent  cuftoms  might  have  pro-* 
duced  a  fucceffion  of  Purcels,  which)  in-* 
deed,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  pro* 
Cc4  grefa 
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grefs  of  the  art :  fuch  a  progreflion  might, 
by  this  time,  have  worn  away  many  dif- 
ficulties and  impediments:  but  oar  lan- 
guage, and  our  voices,  though  both  might 
be  improved,  will  long,  I  fear,  keep  our 
national  tafte  below  mediocrity,  and  doom- 
ed to  follow  the  Italians  at  a  great  diftance. 
However,  by  liberally  encouraging  them  as 
they  deferve,  the  art  may  fiourifh  with 
you,  even  more  than  in  any  other  capi- 
tal in  Europe:  but  where  it  has  ceafed 
being  taught  at  common  fchools,  where 
that  mufe  is  not  born  and  bred,  and  does 
not  proceed  fpontaneoufly  from  the  genius 
and  manners  of  the  people,  nor  grow  out 
of  their  language,  flie  may  be  invited  over 
and  nurfed  up  as  the  ilave  of  luxury,  and 
may  adminifter  fome  feeble  pleafures  to  the 
exhaufted  feelings  of  the  great }  but  her 
native  vigour  and  abilities  will  not  appear 
in  fuch  countries,  nor  can  much  of  the  na- 
tural influence  of  her  art  be  thus  forced 
downwards,  beginning,  as  it  were,  at  the 
wrong  end. 

Hence 
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'    Hence  the  mufical  judgment,  oy  fenfibi^ 
lity   of  your  audience,  will  probably  be 
alvraysf  fomewhat  low  and  defeSive,  and 
th«  encoring  oiRoaJi  Beef^  or  of  fome  little 
popular  rondoj  or  vulgar  ballad,  will  long 
continue  to*  fhew  the  exttnt  of  their  tafte 
and  knowledge:    they  feem  to  judge  of 
fong  and  melody  by  fome  ilandard  of  the 
loweft  vulgarity,  taken  from  the  alehoufe 
or   Vauxhall,  or  at  beft  from  fome  old- 
fafhioned  inftrumcntal  execution,  or  fome- 
times  from  th^ir  l^eavy  drawling  church 
ijlyle.     And  pvea  aoiong  your  moft  im- 
proved and  cultivated  ears,  how  few  are  yet 
found  capable  of  feeling  the  merits  of 'the 
true  Italian  fong,  tone,  and  melody  ?   And 
of  your  lingers,  ftill  fewer  I  fear  will  ever  be 
able  to  ^xpirefs  thofe,  or  deliver  the  voci  of 
that  elegant  language  in  fong,  or  any  thing 
like  the  qature  and  chara<fter  pf,  its  canta^tk 
exprefSons^ 

In  their  mode  of  finging  and  exprcjEng^ 
the  Italian,  it  is  prefently  perceptible  that 
they  are  at  beft  only  mimickingj  lijce  par- 
fptSi  the  ^?^pr^fIions  of  another,,  and  that 

they 
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thej  are  neither  thinkiiig»  nor  feeling,  in 
that  language,  nor  know  any  thing  cf  the 
|>affion  they  are  finging  about,  and  ane  only 
trjing  to  recoiled  the  lefFons  of  the  maften 
/bid  eren  the  talent  of  mimicking,  inftead 
of  £eding  thofe  cxpreffioBS,  cannot,  I  be- 
£ftve,  be  well  acquired  without  going  to 
Italy  while  young. 

A  very  different  tafte  and  degree  of  (kill 
and  judgment  are  obiervable  in  the  people 
OF  audience  at  Rome,  dnd  even  a.  little 
differenee  and  improvement  already  at 
Edinburgh. 

As  to  your  Englifli  and  French  operas, 
or  your  comedies  hafhed  irp  with  fongs,  I 
have  gradually  brought  myfdf  to  feel  them 
ahnoft  all  infupportable,^  and  to  think  them 
incompatible  with  the  principles  and  effe&s 
of  modern  mufip.  Both  languages  are 
totally  unfit  for  recitative,  and  thereby  ex- 
chide  all  fuccefsful  attempts  at  ferious 
opera:  the  other,  or  comic  kind,  is  not 
often  much  better :  the  tranfkion  from 
fpeech  to  fong,  and  i^ili  more  £rom  fbng  to 

fpeech, 


/ 
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^eech,  is  tpo  violent  even  in  joke  or  fiin, 
and  18  npt  long  to  be  borne  by  any  but 
French  or  Englifh  ears.  If  the  author 
vrere  a  good  mufician,  he  might  contrive, 
with  cautions  art,  like  Shakefpear,  to  intri> 
duce,  without  offence,  fome  finging;  but 
then  it  fliould  always  terminate  the  fcene^ 
^nd  with  an  exit. 

All  mufic  might  be  divided  into -populay 
and  learned,  though  they  are  generally 
mixed,  and  neither  Ipecies  is  found  pure, 
or  by  itfelf :  the  tafte,  even  of  the  lowefl: 
people,  by  flow  degrees,  may  be  perceive^ 
to  advance  a  little  into  the  learned.  It 
might  be  curious  to  trace  the  gradual  pro-r 
grefs  of  our  tafl:e,  or  defire  for  variety  and 
new  ideas,  by  long  pradice,  from  the  moll 
fimple  to  the  moft  varied  melody,  up  through 
all  the  varieties  of  difcord,  complication, 
contrivance*  This  progrefs  is  abfolutely  i^- 
ceffary  apd  natural  in  mufic,  whatever  it 
may  be  in  the  other  arts :  though  it  may 
require  to  be  confined  in  its  progrefs  with- 
}i^  certau  wide  rule^  or  limits;  yet  there  is 

in 
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in  muiic  no  ftationary  point  of  perfedion 
where  it  ought  to  flop,  as  in  the  other  arts. 
I  believe  it  may  be  becaufe  mufic  is  more 
natural  to  us,  and  through  habit,  foon  be- 
comes a  kind  of  extemporary  expreffion, 
or  pleafurable  effuiion  of  the  mind,  which 
is  not  fubjedi  to,  nor  worth  the  labour  of 
being  tied  up  by,  many  rules  and  regula- 
tions, nor  of  being  (lopped  at  any  fuppofed 
point  of  exMllence. 

Thofe  vulgar,  focial,  or  fentimental 
fongs,  and  the  manner  of  iinging  them,  in 
France  and  England,  without  any  accom- 
paniment of  other  voice  or  inftrument, 
may  be  confidered  as  the  loweft  fpecies  of 
mufic, — if  in  that  defeflive  fliape  they  can 
at  all  be  claffed  as  mufic.  Siace  the  dif- 
covery  and  ufe  of  harmony,  thefe  muft  ap- 
pear to  muficians  as  very  defeSxve,  and  all 
of  them  to  require  fome  accompaniment 
We  might  as  well  iufift  upon  going  info 
company  barefooted  fo  long  after  flioqs  and 
ftockings  have  been  invented,  as  attempt  to 
fupport  that  kind  of  finging,  as  njufic,  fo 
tpng  after  the  fyftem  of  harmony  has  been 

eftablifhed; 
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eftablifhed^:  but  all  the  other  higher  clailes 
of  harmonic  compofition  are  made /or  the 
fcientific  and  fkilful  in  the  art,  and  are 
certainly  beyond  the  tafte  and  comprehen- 
fion  of  thofe  who  are  not  inufidans:  lb 
that  we  cannot  eafily  conceive  how  thofe 
two  fets  of  people,  the  learned  and  un- 
learned in  harmony,  can  now  pofEbly  af- 
fociate  mufically ;  or  why  fo  many  of 
the  latter,  of  the  uninitiated,  come  to 
difturb  certain  fele£t  mufical  parties  with 
their  company,  to  hear  what  they  cannot 
underftand,  nor  half  relifli,  and  where  they 
can  neither  fpeak  nor  move  without  being 
wrong,  and  bringing  fecret  diftrefs  on  the 
mufical  members,  and  fome  degree  of  con- 
tempt upon  themfelves.  Mufic  is  unlike 
the  other  arts  in  this,  that  there  is  no  learn- 
ing to  judge  without  learning  to  perform ; 
though  the  art  feems  natural  and  eafy  to 
every  one  who  has  an  ear,  yet  the  judg- 

*  I  fpeak  of  mafic  as  fuch.— The  tuoes  of  our  dances^ 
and  even  of  many  of  our  fongs,  can  fcarcely  as  yet  be 
called  mufic, .  unlefs  when  properly  accompanied.  We 
fhall  begin  ^o  perceive  diftin^ons  arifing  in  thefe  fabjeds* 
for  which  no  Mnes  nor  language  are  yet  provided* 

mcnt 
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ment  of  the  unlearned  is  feldom,  if  ever, 
worth  attendfeig  to.*  They  ou^ht  at  leaft  to 
be  filent,  smd  never  {^esk  on  the  fubjetSt. 

To  have  a  good  mufical  audience  they 
muft  all  be  muflcians;  but  this  cannot  yet 
be  expe6led,  till  the  Jbl  fa^  as  we  hope,  be 
again  cQmmonly  learned  at  fchool,  and  the 
guitara^  or  lute^  as  generally  underftood 
and  ufed  in  company  as  a  pack  of  cards; 
the  former  talent  being  much  eaiier  ac- 
quired, will  certainly  aflford  more  plea- 
fure  than  the  latter.  This  degree  of  mufical 
tafte  and  talents  might  have  been,  and  may 
yet  be  expeded  to  arife  among  us,  as  a 
natural  confequence  of  the  modern  im- 
provements, and  facility  in  harmony  and 
methods  of  teaching,  with  the  increafing 
abundance  of  fine  mufic.  Such  is  already 
pretty  nearly  the  ftate  of  mufic  in  fome 
parts  of  Spain  and  Portugal :  moft  of  the 
people  there  fing,  play,  and  underftand 
mufic,  and  with  v^ry  little  more  teaching 
than  fuch  as  is  -  ufed  in  learning  to  walk, 
Ipeak,  or  read.  It  is  to  be  hoped^  in  the 
next  generation;  there  will  be  wore  raufi- 
dans^  and  that  they  will  do  fdmething  to- 
wards 
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wards  bringing  tJbe  art  into  mote  general 
ufe-  / 

I  think  thofe  fingle  naked  table  fongs  arti 
very  properly  wearing  out  of  fafhion^  and 
will,  I  hope,  remain  fo,  till  people  learn  to 
accompany  themfelves ;  fo  that  little  or  no 
m:ufic  will  then  remain  for  the  unlearned, 
and  people  will  be  forced  to  become  really 
mufipal,  by  learning  the  art,  for  all  the 
reafons  of  felf-defence  and  fecial  plea- 
fure. 

I  fear  that  native  defedta  in  fome  of  the 
northern  characters  and  languages,  mufl; 
have  retarded  the  natural  progrefs  of  mufic 
among  them :  nothing  but  fome  fuch  ci'r- 
cumftance,  together  with  the  great  num-» 
ber  of  the  ignorant  keeping  one  another  in 
countenance,  could  produce,  or  excufe 
the  negligence,^  we  might  almoft  fay,  the 
ftupidity  of  fo  many  remaining  unac- 
quainted with  fo  fimple  a  thing  as  OMvJol^ 
fay  or  fyftem  of  mufic,  the  fource  of  fo  much 
pleafure*  We  are  told,  that  in  Ruilla  mufic 
3  has 
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has  long  begun  to  make  fbme  of  ib  hatnral 
progreis  among  the  people:  and  if  their 
muficians  can  travel  to  Italy,  and  the 
Italian  mailers  refort  to  them,  another 
mufical  nation  may,  in  time,  be  added  to 
the  prefent  few. 

I  can  never  allow  any  merit  to  loudneis, 
except  in  military  mufic,  but  hardly  any, 
except  the  Turks,  have  underftood  this 
righdy :  there  is  a  certain  limit  to  the  dif- 
ference or  proportion  between  the  piatib 
zvAforte^  which  only  the  Italians  under- 
ftand,  and  which  the  French  perpetually 
trangrefs. 

I  doubt  our  national  tafte  does  not  of* 
late  improve,-  even  with  all  the  pains  and 
expences  of  our  rich  and  great :  with  the 
mufic  of  all  the  world  before  us,  I  think 
we  often  chufe  the  worfti  between  the 
French  and  the  antiquated  ideas,  I  fear  our 
cars  are  fpoiled,  and  that  we  are  even  iii 
danger  of  going  back  inftead  of  forward, 
and  of  being  left  behind   other  nations^ 

at 
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at  the  diflance  of  perhaps  a  century,  m 
the  natural  prbgreffion  of  mufical  tafte.. 
You  will  readily  perceive  the  mufical  de- 
fedts  of  our  nation,  and  by  too  many  fymp- 
toms:  without  the  true  mufical  foul,  we 
refine  without  feeling.  I  thinfc  this  h 
perceptible,  even  in  our  firft-rate  mufical 
parties,— -in  our  having  fo  often  only  pro-, 
feilbrs  to  perform:  by  bringing  a  public 
concert  into  a  private  room,  where  the 
profeiFed  muficians  dired,  and  the  ama« 
teurs  take  n6  part,  proceeding  from  the 
indolence  and  pride  of  luxury,  and  over- 
rating the  merits  of  execution,  from  a  want 
of  feeling  for  the  expreffive ;  the  party,  and 
the  mufic^  become  thereby  much  lefs  in- 
terefting,  and  accordingly  it  will,  in  time, 
be  heard  with  a  cold  and  fafliionable  indif- 
ference, even  though  the  merits  of  the  per- 
formance ftiould  incJreafe.  Befides,  profet- 
fors  feldom  make  the  heft  choice  :  to  ihine 
in  execution  is  too  dftcn  their  object ;  they 
have  ndt  always  the  tafte,  nor  the  liberty,  to 
prefer  fine  mufic  to  fine  playing,  and  will 
not,  in  that  way,  contribute  to  improve 
the  general  tafte,  while  there  are  fo  few 
of  thofe  feeling  philofophic  amateurs  to 
Vol.1.  Dd  direft. 
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6irc€tj  and  who  take  a  part.  I  fear  we  fliall, 
in  time,  have  ahnoft  nothing  but  that  un* 
'  feeling  kind  of  inftrumental  difficult  mufic, 
iblos  and  folo  concertos,  which,  though 
fometimes  meritorious  in  its  way,  in  the 
hands  of  a  Giardini  or  a  Fiicher,  will  yet  re- 
tard inftead  off  promoting  the  ftudy  and  im- 
provement of  various  angelic  kinds  which, 
I  fancy,  may  yet  *be'  produced,— kinds 
wherein  the  fpeaking  melodies,  the  heaven- 
ly harmony,  and  heart**felt  tones,  prevail 
with  accumulating  efieAs,  in  the  form  of 
quartettos,  quintettos,  or  concertantes.  Since 
Giardini  is  leaving  us,  I  think  we  are  already 
lofmg  that  little  tafte  for  tone  which  we  had 
acquired  from  him ;  and  I  fear  the  tafte  for 
inftrumental  difficulties  will  likewif^  infe(3: 
that  of  fmging,  and  take  place  of  the  truly 
vocal  and  divine,  before  it  is  brought  near 
to  perfefkion. 

There  is  yet  much  to  be  done  In  muilc 
beyond,  or  as  it  were  out  of,  human  na- 
ture, and  many  things  to  be  exprefted  be- 
fides  the  human  feelings  and-pafCons.  In 
attending  to  fome  of  the  firft-rate  Italian 
fingers,  who  have  judgment  to  fiipport  a 

certain 
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Certain  fimple  dignity^  I  think  tve  haver 
diredly  fome  idea  or  inclination  to  plactf 
the  character  out  of  human  liature,  above 
its*  ordinary  TKreaknefles  and  defeats,  arid 
not  fubjed:  to  any  unmanly,  quei^ulous,  or 
violent  exprefSonj  and  the  fingers  v^hd 
give  into  thofe  expreillons,  or  imitate  too 
far  the  inftrumental  tricks  of  execvitioni 
become  vulgar  or  ridiculous  like  the  French^ 
or  defcend  into  the  charader  of  mere  in- 
ftruiriental  performers.  There  is  an  elegant 
fublim^  fimplicity  of  idea  attainable  in  all 
the  fine  arts,  which  can  only  be  explained 
and  underftood  in  the  compofitions  and 
performance  of  great  matters.  The  idea 
of  a  divinity,  for  inftance,  formed  and 
executed  by  a  Praxiteles,  a  M*  Angelo,  or 
a  Raphael,  wilL  fliew  us,  at  once,  what  it 
fhould  be,  much  better  than  can  be  done 
by  words  j  and  it  will  be  found  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  a  modern  French  or 
Butch  artift,  though  the  latter  might  be 
9iuch  higher  finiftied.  May  not  we  hop^ 
that  this  great  and  good  tafle  in  mufig,  at 
leaft,  will  continue  fo  far  to  prevail  iti 
Italy  as  to  keep  itfelf  alive,  and  form  now 
aud  then  a  iSenefino,  or  z,  Manzgli,  to  pre- 
D  d  9  fervc 
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terye  in  the  world  a  feafe  of  the  true  fub* 
iime  and  fimple  ftyle  of  iinging  ? 

As  to  compofers,  though^  from  a  fcard-' 
ty,  even  in  Italy,  of  firft^rate  mailers,  the 
fiddlers  may  feem  fom^times  to  ftep  into 
their  place,  yet  we  may  hope  that  now  and 
then  a  Sacchini^  and  even  a  fucceflion  of 
fuch  men,  will  probably  be  produced  there, 
to  polifh  and  continue  the  chain  of  mufical 
progreffion.  Is  it  not  to  Germany  we  owe 
this  fcrambling  fiddling  tafie  for  execution, 
which  threatens  to  iufed  all  our  mufic? 
I  only  wifli  to  moderate,  not  to  baniih  it. 
If  thofe  ingenious  German  compofers  were 
to  fl:udy  fimplicity  a  little  more,  and  make 
mnfic  within  the  powers  of  the  amateurs  to 
perform,  would  it  not  promote  and  extend 
the  art  much  more  than  by  producing  fo 
much  that  can  only  be  executed  by  profef- 
fors  ?  The  Italians  are  oftennftoniflied  to  hear 
them,  the  French,  and  us,  play  fo  well,  and 
yet  fing  fo  ill,  and  to  fee  us  always  foliciting 
every  body  to  fing  where  there  is  nobody 
that  can  fing  fit  to  be  heard,  I  think  all 
the  voices  to  the  north  of  the  Alps  and  the 
-  ,  •    .  J^rea- 
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Pyrennees  are  diftinguifhable,  and  moft  of 
'them  defe£tive,  except  fome  bafs  voiceSt 

.  The  ingenious  modern  way  of  writing  or 
noting  of  mufic,  which  has  contributed  fo 
much  to  its  progrefs  and  complication,  has 
perhaps  likewife  deftroyed  much  of  its  fire 
and  eflfe£ts  s  fuch  is  the  fate  of  every  thing 
human ;  there  is  no  good  without  its  at-* 
tendant  evil.  When  we  come  to  be  fq 
fcientific  and  artificial  as  to  write  and  ftudy 
mufic  upon  paper,  the  noble  enthufiafm  of 
fimple  heroic  tunes  is  probably  gone :  we 
calmly  calculate  and  compare  the  beauties 
and  contrlvang es  of  harmony,  without  much 
feeling,  or  dwelling  on  the  melody  or  fong 
on  the  fentiments,the  great  paffions,  or  events 
it  exprefles^  or  was  wont  to  e^^prefs :  fo  that 
our  pleafure  does  not  keep  pace  with  the 
merits,  or  at  lead  ingenuity,  of  the  com-^t 
pofitions  produced,  but  feems  tp  go  in  a 
contrary  direction  j  and  our  paffion  or  love 
of  mufic,  the  moft  effential,  feems  to  cool 
and  diminifh  as  the  variety  and  quantity 
of  mufical  produftions  incr^afe, 

D  d  3  In 
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In  the  progrpfs  pf  re^nement,  we  gra-f 
dually  forget  that  muAc  ws^  probably  in- 
tended as  an  extemporary  efiiifion  of*  the 
mindy  iai8  well  as  a  fource  of  ftudious  anc) 
refined  plcafure;  but  the  latter,  you  fee,  gra- 
dually fwallows  up  the  former.  There  are 
certain  occafions  when  the  muficprthe  fong 
^ould,  at  leaft,  appear  to  be  the  immediate 
'  efHifion  of  the  fancy  or  paflion,  and  the 
produdion  of  the  moment  In  China,  it 
)S  always  fuppofed  that  a  miifician  iing$ 
tfnd  plays  fpontaneoufly,  md  it  is  k  difgrace 
to  want  a  bpok.  Even  now,  in  our  moft 
laboured  compofitions  for  the  theltr^,  the 
a£lor  or  finger  would  prodqce  much  lefs 
pffed:  if  that  fmall  degree  of  deception  were 
dropped  and  he  were  tp  read  his  part, 
inftead  of  getting  it  by  heart.  -Hence 
greater  and  more  various  'cfiedts  might 
probably  be  produped,  by  affifting  the 
fdeception,  and  fometimes  placing  the 
whole  apparatus  of  the  prcheftra  put  of 
fight,  and  moving  them  to  different 
diftances,  as  we  have  feen  partially  at- 
tempted, and  generally  with  confidcrable 
fuccefs* 
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We  tramontani  are  certainly  "too  ftation- 
ary  ia  our  tafte  and  invention,  and  forget 
that ,  muiic  is  a  progr^ilive  art,  naturally 
fubje^  to, perpetual  progrefs  and  variation; 
and  more  efpecially  fince  we  have  begun 
to  complicate  and  refine  it,  we  muft  let  i( 
go  on;  and  where  fancy  and  genius 
abound,  the  beft  things  of  lafk  year  muft 
ceafe  to  be  the  beft  of  this, — as  ip  Italy  and 
Spain  :  but  I  think  in  France  and  England, 
they  keep  teazing  and  tiring  every  perfon 
of  any  mufical  feelings  with  the  fame  things 
to  etetnity* 

Indeed  we  meet  yet  with  fome  extern* 
porary  performers  of  fong  in  the  coun- 
tries moft  mufically  difpofed,  as  in  Italy, 
Spain,  WaleS)  Scotland;  and  of  inftrumen- 
tal,  even  in  England.  If  your  organifts 
would  travel,  and  get  rid  of  their  national 
old  vulgar  church  ftyle,  their  voluntaries 
might  be  worth  hearing,  I  can  fancy,  at 
times,  great  things  in  the  rapturous  poetic 
cfFufions  of  an  ancient  bard,  fmging  in  the 
ftyle  of  a  Homer  or  Oflian,  to  his  harp, 
partly  extemporary,  or  on  fomc  known  fub^ 
P  4  4  jea, 
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jedy  embdlifhed  by  the  warmth  of  m(H 
mentary  fancy :  but  fince  mufic  has  loft  her 
fimple  and  fublime,  with  her  poetic  origin 
and  ardent  admirers,  and  thence,  perhaps, 
her  bed  extemporary  powers,  her  bards  and 
minftrels  are  no  more ;  fhe>  often  becomes 
weak  and  fickly,  c6ld  and  languid, .  though 
very  ingenious  and  refined;  and  her  greateft 
excellencies,    her    real    and   tranfcendent 
tnerits,  are  beyond  the  feelings  and  compre- 
henfion  of  thofe  who  are  pot  muficians.    I 
{omet^mes  imagine,  if  muHc  were  2^2011  to 
be    taught   at  the   common   fchools,    we 
might  perhaps  rekindle  fome  fparks  of  the 
warm  and  ready  genius  for  compoiition, 
make  everybody  performers,  and  double  the 
pleafures  of  the  world.     It  feems  to  be  ftill 
{o  taught  in  Germany;  hence  the  mufical 
fuperiority  of  the   Germans;    and  hence 
theiy  may  go  on,  keep  nearer  to  the  Ita- 
lians, and  leave  the  reft  of  the  world  behind: 
but  their  ftyle  of  mufic,  as  far  as  it  may  be 
called  their  own,  is  not  perhaps  yet  fit  for 
imitation,  nor  to  take  a  lead  :  it  feems  pe* 
culiar  to  themfelves,  and  had  better  be  left 
^  ^d  admired  in  their  own  hands :  it  feems 

to 
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to  me  tOQ  much  broken  and  a,fk€ttdy  not 
fuffieiently  fimple  and  natural;  pieced  and 
patched  out  with  very  pretty  materials,  but 
■which  feldom  join  well,  fo  as  to  form  a 
good  and  entire  whole :  itieems  a  pretty  and 
a  peculiar  fpecies,  but  not  a  comprehenfive 
clafs  or  genus:  it  is  the  minute  and  rich 
Arabefque,  but  not  the  grand  and  fimple 
Grecian  architedure* 

All  ranks  and  profefGons  are  interefted, 
and  all  fhould  join  in  promoting  good  tafte 
in  all  the  arts,  and  fhould  affift,  or  contri*- 
bute  towards  the  forming  fome  fund  for 
fending  young  people  abroad,  and  in  efla-^ 
bliihing  good  fchools  at  home,  fome  .for 
mufic,  under  Italian  mafters,  like  thofe  at 
Naples  *.  There  fhould  be  public  employ* 
tnents  for  the  greatcft  proficients,— for 

*  I  have  fince  learned,  that  a  mufical  fchool  was  planned 
by  Dr.  Barney^  and  eftab)i(hed  under  his  dirediion,  and 
Giardini's*  at  the  Foondling  Hpfpital,  fome  ten  or  tvelva 
yf ars  ago,  but  was  overthrown  in  lefsthan  a  month,  by 
fanatics  who  pretended  it  would  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
children.  The  late  increafe  of  an  ignorant  and  vulgar  ftyliiyJLr 
of  ftpatlcifm,  the  growing  weight  of  its  influence  iamati*^ 
tfrs  of  public  importabce,  are  but  melancholy  fympcoma  of 
9ar  progveis  in  ^dttcation>  or  in  legiflation.  , 

thofe 
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thofe  who  had;  got  beyond  every  nadoiia* 
|ity  of  ftyle  and  aianneri  and  had  gained 
certain  prizes  at  Rome.  No  mafter  of 
mu(icy  for  example,  fhould  1^  admitted  as 
candidate  for  certain  pofis,  till  he  had  com- 
pofed)  at  leaft,  one  Italian  opera '  to  (land 
th^  teft  of  a  Roman  audience.  Half  the 
jnufical  expenees  of  your  rich  and  great, 
beftowed  in  this  way,  would  have  double 
the  eSed  on  the  national  tafte  and  genius. 

We  have  divided  the  liberal,  in  imitadon 
of  theufeful  arts,  perhaps  too  much :  fome 
of  the  ancients  had  better  ideas  of  thofe 
things,  and  of  their  mutual  connection: 
with  them,  mufic  and  dancing  comprehend^ 
dd  more  objeds,  which  they  perceived  to 
be  mutually  dependent ;  we  have  feparated 
t}iofe  into  more  parts,  and  may  thereby 
have  advanced  fome  of  them  farther:  but 
thofe  parts  have  now  almofl  forgot  each 
other  ;  they  go  on  fingly,  and  are  fcarcely 
now  parts  of  the  fame  whole :  their  ufes 
.  and  connexion  may  together  be  forgot.  A 
very  good  violinift,  for  inftance,  is  now 
often  but  an  indifferent  judge  of  fong,  and 
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the  profeflbr  on  one  infbument  does  not 
often  underfland  the  mufic  of  another: 
the  moral  ufes  of  muf^c  likewife,  its  na* 
tural  influence  on  the  paiGons,  manners^ 
and  oa  the  othex  arts,  may  gradually  difr 
appear^ 

Had  it  not  heen  for  the  Italians,  mufic 
might  have  been  left  to  degenerate  in  the 
cold  hands  of  cloiftered  fuperftition,  aod 
in  thofe  of  itinerant  fiddlers  and  pipers; 
for,  alas !  the  poor  bards,  who  might  have 
been  formed  into  fbme  ufeful  and  elegant 
iaftitutions^  were  barb^roufly  crufhed  be- 
fore mufic,  tafte,  ^nd  lettejrs,  could  be  iai4 
to  revive :  colleges  of  fuch  men  might  have 
been  eftabliftied,  fo  as  to  preferve  and  im-*- 
prove  all  the  conne^ed  arts,  and  would 
have  linked  former  with  prefent  and  with 
future  times :  or  if  Italy  had  recovered  her 
liberty  and  importance  with  that  glimpfe  of 
tafle  and  knowledge  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, and  had  underftood  the  art  of  go- 
vernment as  well  as  fome  <^  the  others,  aU 
(he  arts,  in  her  hands,  might  have  gone  on 
(g  improve  each  other  without  interruption, 
3  and 
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and  might,  from  thence,  have  fjpread  and 
fhiftified  much  more,  throughout  Europe: 
b^t  then  Italy  would  perhaps  have  con- 
quered the  world  again :  however,  the 
danger,  the  poffibiUty  of  that  progrefs  is 
now  probably  pad,  and  not ,  likely  fbon  to 
return.  We  cannot  expedl,  that  thofc 
things  can  ever  be- taken  up  again  with  the 
vigour  of  youth,  by  old  and  worn-out  na- 
tions, reduced,  by  oppreffion^  fuperflitioa, 
and  iiyiolencd. 

Till  fome  nation  arife,  beginning  .from 
the  ufual  rude  ftate,  goveirned  in  the  true 
(Jd  paternal  and  patriotic  fpirit,*— the  poet, 
philofopher,  magiftrate,  and  mufi^ian,  fre- 
quently united  in  the  fame  perfon,*-tiIl 
then,  we  cailmot  perhaps  exped  to  fee 
revived  the  great  charader  and  enlarged 
features  of  muiic,  and  -the  other  arts,— nor 
a  fufficient  plenty  of  warm,  poetic,  mufical, 
and  heroic,  minds,— nor  the  true  fpirit  of 
fodety  and  government,  of  education  and 
happinefs,  on  principles  fufficiently  fimple 
and  perfedt.  Since  moft  of  the  &iropeaa 
nations  have  fo  long  pafled  thofe  periods, 

thi5 
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this  kind  of  retrofped  and  romantic  fpecu- 
tation  may  be  thought  vain  and  fruitlels;. 
but  if  we  do  not  fometimes  look  back  on 
the  line  we  have  paffed,  we  cannot  fo  well 
judge  of  that  before  us.  However,  the 
prefent  delightful,  though  refined  and  com- 
plicated art  of  mufic,  will  probabjy  be 
preferved  by  the  Italians,  even  beyond  the 
other  arts,  fupported  by  their  beautiful 
language. 

Since  all  words  are  not  fit  to  be  fung, 
nor  are  they  much  more  fo  for  being  in 
verfe,  the  compofer,  now  the  only  judge 
who  mufl:  determine  thefe  things,  fhould 
fometimes  be  the  poet  likewife  ;  like  Scar- 
latti and  fome  others :  he  fhould  be  a  man 
of  liberal  education,  of  extenfive  genius  and 
knowledge,  arid  a  great  pradlical  mufician— 
a  firft-rate  charafter.  We  fhall  not,  pro- 
bably, till  then,  get  rid  of  the  idea  of  poetic 
meafure,  jingle  and  rhyme,  being  always 
neceffary  to  aria  j  nor  of  other  fimilar  bar- 
barifms  proceeding  from  the  too  great  di- 
vifioii  of  the  arts,  and  their  unacquaintancc 
with  each  other. 

It 
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It  may  be  thought,  by  lome,  that  we  have 
already  mufic  enough,  and  that  we  mayhslYd 
nearly  exhauflied  the  heft  mufical  ideas: 
ODL  the  contrary,  I  Aink  much,  and  per- 
haps the  heft,  is  yet  to  come.  When  we 
return  from  our  erratic  excurfions,  and  find 
and  keep  the  true  path,  and  ftudy  effedb, 
the  fineft  things  may  yet  be  produced.  I 
have  fometimes  fancied,  that  a  great  com- 
pofer  could  fet  a  whole  ftory  or  t^era  to 
ferious  mufic,  without  words;— or  could 
begin,  by  fancying  or  creating  the  mufic, 
and  finding  the  words  afterwards :  we  fee 
fome  of  the  ballets  tolerably  done  in  this 
way,  and  they  would  be  ftill  better  if  not 
fo  full  of  French  mufic  and  Jtrench  dan^^ 
cing.  Much  filent,  expreffive,  but  tem- 
perate, adion, — ^great  variety  of  well  ac- 
companied recitative,  might  all  be  oftener, 
and  more  fuccefsfuUy  ufed  than  hitherto, 
though  we  have  already  feen  very  fine 
fcenes  of  that  kind :  when  the  nature  and 
eiFed;s  of  aria^  contrafted  with  recitative, 
come  to  be  underftood;  when  the  different 
kinds  of  coro  and  fcmi-coro^  intermixing, 
and  alternating  with  fingle  voices,  and  with 

diftan{ 
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diftaiit  founds,  which  may  occafionally  ap- 
proach and  i^tire  j  when  thefe  and  many 
other  things  come  to  be  well  ftudied  and 
known,thegreateft  cfFeds  may  be  expected; 
,and  then  thole  Icenesof  diftrefs, — ofextreime 
forrow,  terror,  horror,  or  defpaiij,  which  we 
have   feen  fo  well  exprefled  by  Sacchini 
and  others^    are,  however,    yet  far  from 
being  exhaufted :    they  who  do  not  fee 
through  thefe,  a  large  field  open  for  future 
cfFefts  and  improvements,  are  riot  made  to 
feel  or  to  advance  the  art.     Some  fine 
znufical  fcenes  open  to  the  mind  fuch  vail 
conceptions,  tha;t  the  art  ^ppea]:s  infinite. 
Some  other  parts,  as  the  duo — thofe  beauti* 
ful   folilqipies   and   pathetic  arias^ — ^fbme 
folitary  fcenes  of  diftfefs,  have  all  been  al- 
ready fo  well  executed,  that  one  can  only 
attempt  to  cbnceive  how  they  may  be  varied 
without  lofs*     Thofe  fcenesj^  with  different 
degrees  of  contending  affedbions,— different 
lleps  and  burfts  of  paffion,— -the  fudden 
tranfition  from  recitative  to  aria^  from  that 
again  to  another,  and  the  contrary  ;  many 
of  thefe  have  been  well  felt  and  underftood, 
and  highly  worked  up,— but  never,  T  be- 
lieve^ 
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lieve^  with  much  fuccefs  out  of  Italy ;  that 
fublime  part,  not  even  the  firft  of  the  Grer- 
mans  could  ever  fully  feel,  comprehend, 
or  execute,  unlefs  it  were  fuch  of  them  as 
became  Italians,  like  HaflTe,  Gluck,  &c» 

Yes,  we  mud  all  fubmit  to  the  Italians } 
they  muft  yet  didate  in  this,  and  all  the 
other  arts  of  tafte :  but,  alas!  it  is  melan- 
choly to  fee  thofe  arts  with  fuch  threatening 
fymptoms  of  decline  in  their  native  Italian 
foil,  amidil  fo  many  furrounding  advan« 
tage8,upon  which  itheir  growth  and  culti;ira« 
tion  have  been  thought  to  depend:  but 
many  other  things  are  necefiary  to  their 
fupport,  befides  thofe  advantage^  without 
fome  radical  change  in  their  governments, 
the  Italians 'will  probably  go  onto  decline 
in  the  arts,  as  in  induftry,  Virtue,  and 
public  fpirit.  In  order  to  be  great  in  one 
thing,  we  muft  probably  be  great  in  all,— » 
in  arts  and  in  arms :  many  things,  nayi 
every  thing  is  perhaps  neceflary  to  rsufe  a 
people  to  any  great  attempts;  our  pridei 
our  ambition,  and  intereft,  muft  all  be 
flattered,  and  gradually  fed  with  hopes  and 

rewards, 
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tewards,  in  order  to  make  lis  move  and 
exert  ourfelves:  where  any  thing  material 
is  wanting,  we  are  ready  enough  to  find 
cxcufes  for  our  'neglect  or  indolence,  and 
naturally  gravitate  towards  repofe.  To 
advance  fair  in  the  arts,  a  nation-  muft  like- 
wife  be  of  fome  politicar  importance  in  the 
general  fcale,  capable  of  national  pride^ 
and  equal  to  the  pre-eminence  of  taking 
the  lead  iti  fome  things  of  importance : 
there  muft  be  motives  fufficient  to  attempt 
great  eftablilhments  on  grand  and  com* 
prehenfive  views, — to  ftimulate  and  tranf* 
port  the  minds  of  men  not  only  to  the 
labour  of  imitation,  but  up  to  thfe  pride  aijd  ' 
warmth  of  •original  invention. 

The  great  effefJis  and  love  df  mufic  in 
ether  times  and  countries^  might  be  no 
proof  of  its  merit  according  to  our  ftandard^ 
We  fee  nations,  who  have  only  a  few  poor 
iimple  tuneSj  become  fonder  of  them  than 
we  of  the  choiceft  of  all  but  great  variety. 
Luxufy  and  plenty  pall  arid  blunt  the  ap- 
petite. The  mountaineer  loves  his  mifer- 
able  rocks  and  glens,  probably,  far  more 

Vol.  !•  E  e  than 
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than  die  inhabitant  of  the  ricBer  pkioA 
does  his  cultivated  fields-;  .and  tkeie  di& 
ferent  degrees  of  pafiion  and  attachment 
will  produce  proportional  differences  on 
their  n^inds;  the  one  warm  and  wild,  the 
other  cold  and  fed^te:  even  ia  modem 
times,  we  know  that  whole  armies  have 
been  fired  to  enthufiaftic  degrees  of  exer^ 
tion,  by  the  timely  ftriking  up  of  fi^me  fa* 
Tourite  national  air  or  fong:  it  has  been 
pradifed  with  Highlanders,  Swifs,  Ruffians. 
Pleafures  are  providentially  mote  equally 
diftributed  than  they  appear  to  be:  they 
who  have  but  few  good  things,  happily, 
feem  to  relifh  them  in  a  kind  bf  inverfe 
ratio  of  their  numben 

But  it  was  not  mufic,  as  fu^h,  in  our 
idea,  it  was'  poetry  recited  or  fung,  as  be^ 
fore  obferved,  that  fo  pleafed  and  affeded 
fome  of  the  Greeks ; — it  was  jfome  kind  of 
mufical  declamation.  In  Italy,  in  their 
public  fpeaking  and  preaching,  aa4  in  re- 
citing of  verfe,  they  have  ftifi  feme  fuch 
tune,  which  indeed  we  do  not  at  firft  much 
Hke}  but  it  may  have  fufibrec)  great  changei 

by 


hy  pafling  £0  loBTg  thrdugh  iBe  xnedtiiHBi  of 
inonkifii  igncxranc^^  and  bad  tarfte  :  on  th^ 
revrval  of  miific;  doiftered  learning  might 
takfe  one  road^  and  that  of  {(m6tj  and  the 
ftagfc  another  ;  that  this  tune^  oiir  chaunt^ 
the  Spanifli  romance,  and  the  prefent  Ita- 
lian recitative,  may  all  have  proceeded  from 
the'  fame  fource^  though  now  fo  different^ 
The  ancient  Grqek  modes,  with  their  mufic^ 
their  declamation,  and  poetry,  all  con- 
nected, I  can  conceive,  might  have  pro- 
digious effefts,  and  a  permanent  influence 
on  theit  manrters  and  charader?*  When 
they  became  a  Roman  province,  they  pro- 
bably foon  loft  thofe  elegant  ideas  and 
amufements.  Polybius,  I  beliete^  was 
-among  the  laft  of  their  writers  Ivho  faw, 
-and  was  fenlible  of  all  the  poffible  influence 
of  mufic ;  and  it  is  vexatious  to  think,  thai 
probably  no  one  will  ever  fee  it  again* 

We  muft  fuppofe  the  Creeks  had  fome 
good  mufic,  they  felt  fo  true  and  refined, 
ib  juftly  in  every  thing.  It  feeriis  they  had 
a  method  of  notation,  and  with  the  niceft 
^ars  and  fenfibility  adverted  to  every  thing 
£e  ^  in 
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in  founds  and  langus^:  yet  we  iee  all  wak 
infufficient  to  tranfmit  their  modes  of  pro- 
nunciation^ of  fpeaking,  recitiog  :  we  may 
wi(h  they  had  pofTefled  a  notation  more  like 
ours,  to  have  tranfmitted  to  us  mwe  d 
their  meaning* 

We  moderns  have  no  mufical  Ian* 
guage:  the  expreffion,  taken' from  the  an- 
cients, is  now  unintelKgible  to  us:  we  have 
no  language  that  lings,  though  we  hare 
mufic  that  fpeaks  or  exprefles  the  paffions, 
in  ways  however  g{  its  own,  quite  different 
from  thofe  of  our  elocution :  the  Italian 
being  the  beft  language  for  finging,  feems 
to  have  happened  almoft  by  accident,  or 
partly,  perhaps,  from  fome  comniunicatioa 
with  the  Greeks :  the  latter  Romans  had 
probably  refined  their  tafte  and  pronuncia- 
tion by  the  ufe  of  the  Greek  language; 
that  tafte,  with  the  acquired  habits,  powers^ 
and  pofture  of  the  organs,  might  have 
fome  influence  in  the  formation  of  the  lan- 
guage, which  came  afterwards  to  be  gradual- 
ly produced  from  the  Latin,  and  the  other 
languages  of  their  neighboiirs  and  conquer- 
or 
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msi  Tiz.  the  prefent  Ttdian ;  the  fingin^  di4 
not  probably  grow  up  with  it,  but  was 
afterwards  taken  up  from  the  church.  The 
Greeks,  proceeding  in  a  contrary  diredion, 
had  probably  foriped  a  fpecies  of  nnific  and 
fong,  built  oo.tjie  accents  and  tones  of  their 
language,  by  which  the  degree  ofi  exprefr 
fion  might  be  greatly  heightened,  and- with* 
put  .being  totally  changed,  as  is  the  cafe 
with  all  our  verbal  ^xpreffions  the  moment 
we  begin  to  fing  any  of  them :  none  of  the 
tones  or  intervals  of  our  mufic  having  any 
relation  to  thofe  of  fpeaking,  nor  c^n  th^ 
one  ever  r^c^l  the  other  to  mind. 

It  is  perhaps  poflible  to  note  down  comf- 
mon  fpecch  in  Mr,  Steele's  way,  but  not 
by  our  prefent  diatonic  fcale  j  and  when  it 
is  done  and  performed  on  an  inftrument,  it 
can  give  us  no  idea  of  any  mufic  or  accomr^ 
paniment,  Mr.  S.  complains  of  ft  prefer-^- 
Cnpc  being  often  given  in  fong  to  a  pretty 
muftcal  i4^a,  though  it  run  counter  to  every 
accentual  property  of  the  words  :  certainly^ 
it  muft  be  fo  with  our  mufic  j  though  it 
pu^hf  not  often  to  run  count^r^  it  muft 
£  e  3  take 
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take  a  different  path  of  its  own :  this  is  Ml 
an  abufe,  but  a  neccffary  tonfcquence  of 
the  now  Jnnate  diflference  between  tie 
mufical  and  poetical  expreflions,  which  have 
|io  relation  to  each  other  in  tone,  time,  cf 
rythmus,  but  only  in  the  fentiment,  Tk 
ncareft  refemblance  may  be  thought  to » 
^ft  in  the  time ;  but  in  fpeaking  tl^e  mo8 
meafured  profe  or  verfe,  you  will  find  to 
mufical  time  is  never  the  ftandard  the  mini! 
refers  to !  and  the  fancied  divifion  of  m- 
Ccal  bars  in  language,  is  too  forced  a  con- 
Ipeit,  and  never  cjm  be  applied :  and  no 
founds  can  be  mufic  to  us,  nor  give  us  any 
idea  of  mufical  expreflion,  except  thofe 
upon  the  fcale  which  we  have  been  ac- 
(ruftomed  to  confider  and  to  feel  as  jnuiic. 

A  few  more  remarks  on  the  tafteani 
•gisinius  of  our  merry  friendo  here,  before  ^« 
quit  them.  With  all  their  vivacity,  and 
great  abilities  and  paffion  for  mufic,  I  thiol 
it  is  allowed,  that  they  focceed  as  badly  ^s 
any  of  us,  and  feldomer  pleafe  any  1^"^ 
themfelvcs  in  their  compofitions  or  perform- 
ance,—but  more  efpeciaify  in  the  yo^^'' 
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yet,  J  thinks  larliHe  they  fece|)  within  thd 
limits  of  what  may  be  called  the  lively  or 
bu$a  i^cies  of  mufiCy  where  the  time  h 
W«U  marked,  and  its  motion  eflential,  they 
are  lefs  pffeiifive;  many  of  their  little  airs> 
w^e  lU  know,  are  rather  pleafing  to  th^  moft 
general  or  common  tafte,  and  that  fome  of 
them  are  rather  more  than  popular,  or 
vulgarly  pretty — if  they  could  fing  them* 
But  generally,  in  proportion  4s  the  French 
venture  beyond  thofe  linuts  (yrhich  they 
too  frequently  do),  and  attempt  any  ferious 
exprefSpn  of  the  great  paffions,-  then  they 
as  gradually  become  ridiculous,  and  pre-^ 
fently  get  into  the  vulgar  fcream  or  howl, 
of  extreme  paffion,  or  bodily  pain,  whiclji 
is  quite  intolerable  to  eVery  body  but  them* 
felves:  generally  in  extremes,  they  know 
but  few  of  the  numerous  fti^des  between, 
and  where  beauty  and  elegance  genefally 
dwell.  But  in  every  thing  lively  or  comio 
they  certainly  excel;  and  their  petite  cpera^ 
in  fpite  of  their  unfortunate  language,  voice, 
and  manner,  generally  goes  off  tolerably 
well,  on  account  of  their  natural,  coxtcQc^ 
and  graceful  a£tion.  .  Indeed,  the  wit  and 
£  e  4  Rumour, 
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humour,  the  liTely  orcomic,  of  every  na« 
tion,  16  moftly  excellent  in  its  ^ray,  and 
heing  rather  local,  is  what  no  foreigner  an 
with  propriety  pretend  to  criticife;  and 
theirs,  with  the  addition  of  the  graces 
peculiar  to  themfelves,  becomes  fbmetimes 
excellent.  But  the  ferious  being  more  uni- 
vcrfal,  and  belonging  to  humanity  in  ge- 
neral, all  are  competent  to  decide  on  its 
pierits  or  refemblancct 

Though  our  mufical  tafte  in  England 
may  be  equally  deficient,  yet  from  fome 
things  that  have  been  formerly  produced 
among  us,  I  can  conceive  a  certain  degree  of 
capability  in  our  difpofition  and  language,  to- 
wards a  kind  of  wild  romantic  or  melancholy 
forig,  which  might  be  carried  much  fartber, 
if  we  could  more  frequently  produce  a 
Shakefpear  to  write,  and  aPurcel  to  compofc 
and  to  ling,  or  rather  one  to  do  all,  and  a 
fucceffion  of  fuch  men;  but  now,  I  believe, 
the  wifeft  thing  for  us  would  be  to  remain 
filent  for  a  while,  and  let  the  Italians  fing 
to  lis,  and  travel  to  Italy  i^Iiile  young,  till 
^e  learn  to  fipg  like  them :  i|ideed.  (heirs 
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is  probably  the  only  language  now  fit  to  be 
fung,  and  all  nations,  who  have  any  tafle, 
will  learn  and  adopt  it  for  that  purpofe,"  as 
Spain  and  Portugal.  Nor  are  thefe  things 
of  fuch  fmall  confcquence  as  may  at  firfl: 
appear:  if  we  have  fpoiled  our  mouths, 
our  language,  and  our  ears,  by  falfe  delicacy 
and  affeflation,  thefe  defers  will  extend  to 
fecihingly  diftant  objedts :  the  fenfe  em- 
ployed in.  judging  of  thefe  things  can  like- 
wife  jiadge  of  others  j  and  when  it  is  fjpoiled, 
its  errors  and  deficiencies  will  have  influ- 
ence, not  only  on  our  mufic,  but  on  all 
fuhjeds  where  the  ear  and  the  mouth  are 
concerned,  and  perhaps  on  many  others 
where  the  coane£tion  is  lefs  obvious* 

By  accumulation^  analogous  fentiments 
Affift  and  augment  each  other  prodigioufly : 
they  ijiultiply  and  increafe  the  iinprellions, 
in  fome  duplicate  or  higher  proportion, 
much  beyond  the  fum  of  all:  if,  for  ex- 
ample, in  mufic,  to  a  fiiie  tone  be  added 
the  cbtare%%a^  vaghe%%a^  and  good  modu^ 
lation,  and  then  a  good  portamento^  the 
$fijbd:s  will  increafe  in  fome  fuch  pjogref*- 

fion} 
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fion;  and,  conyerfcly^  adefidencyin  any 
of  thefe  will  proportionaliy  sJSkCt  tht 
m^hole:  now,  I  fear,  we  arc  generally  de- 
ficient in  moft  of  thefe^  and  fometinies  in 
ItlL  Thi^  do&rine  of  accumulation  is 
curious  t  it  goes  much  farther,  ainl  takes 
m  the  objeds  of  different  fenfes ;  numerous  < 
inftances  of  which  might  be  gi ven,.  but 
which  I  muft  leave  your  &ncy  to  purfiie. 

Tz&c  and  her  attendaM  graces  are  at 
length  introduced,  thougL  late,  into  your 
ifland,  and  are,  doubtlefs,  making  iome 
progrefs,  though  they  fpread  themielTes 
but  flowly  over  the  face  of  youf  country, 
and  find  but  little  fpace  to  dwell  between 
the  approaching  extremes  of  vulgarity  and 
affeftation.  Yet,  I  think^  you  may,  by 
your  ufual  perfeverancc,  fucceed,  and  get 
beyond  all  the  other  nations,  except  Italy, 
in  moft  of  the  arts ;  you,  philofophers, 
may  go. on  and  difcover  on  what  their  ad- 
vancement depends,  if  you  can  cfcape  the 
danger  of  that  national  conceit  which  dif- 
dains  foreign  afEftance:  you  may  fee  the 
infufficiency  of  wealth    alone,   and    the 

power 
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power  of  other  incentives,  more  iiikcd  to: 
the  ambition  and  the  caprices  of  genius;  you 
may  perhaps,  in  time^  complete  the  chain 
on  which  their  advancement  depends,  but 
which  the  want  of  a  hnk  may  render  ufelefs* 

The  obfervation  of  your  friend  is  fenfiblc„ 
find  perhaps  fometimes  ^rue,  though  pro- 
bably more  ingenious  than  folid,  viz.  that 
mufical  people  may  not  be  fo  well  qualified 
to  judge  of  the  beauties  of  language  as  fome 
others  :  and  that,  accuftomed  to  the  richer 
founds  of  mufic,  they  may  not  have  much 
relifh  for  the  more  tame  and  rational  beau- 
ties of  fpeech.     I  have  obfervfed,  that  few 
^  pf  the  poets  of  thefe  days  have  much  tafte 
for    mufic,   but  I  have  known   muficians 
who   had   a   tafte  for  poetry:   all   this  is 
from  beftowing  too  much  time  and  atten- 
tion on  one  thing,  and  remaining  unac- 
quainted with  others,  from  a  too  great  di- 
vifion  of  the  arts ;    and  the  mufical   ear, 
when  turned  to  thofe  objefts,  will  be  found, 
at  leaft,  as  capable  pf  diftinguifhing  as  any 
pther*. 

♦  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  feen  Roufleau's 
letter  on  nuiilc^  and  am  pleafed  to  find  I  have  mo&ly  adopted 
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Hm  ideaa :  ooljr  I  think  he  is  ftill  embarraffi^^  1^  ooiifider« 
i|ig  mufic  or  finging  as  a  ipecies  of  clpcntion  or  declam^ 
tioo,  and  in  endeavouring  to  fubjed  it  to  fome  of  the  rulei 
of  fpeaking:  whereas^  I  am  itili  inclined  to  €:on£der  tk 
moiieal  arc  aowr  as  totally  difierent^  and  fubjed  only  to 
rulea  of  its  own.  Some  other  of  his  ideas  are  ftill  ratbcr 
too  French,— as  his  notions  of  ^«0,-<-his  own  compofidons; 
,  bat  we  moft  pot  expeft  him  tp  get  entirely  free  from  tbe 
ftacklesof  the  language  and  nation  in  which  lie  was,  in  a 
manner,  bori^  and  fy[ci% 
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Paris.  —  France.  —  Poetry ^    French   and 
Italian. — Of  Writing. 


To  Mr.  A^  J. 


BEFORE  you  leave  home,  you  will,  of 
courfe,  diredt  your  reading  to  the  objedte 
in  view,  and  fee  your  own  country:  without 
thefe  it  would,  indeed,  be  hardly  worth  while 
to  go  abroad  and  wafte  the  time,  whicfa^ 
in  many  other  cafes,  becomes  doubtful  ifit 
might  not  be  better  fpent  at  home :  but  if 
you  mean,  like  too  many  of  our  ypung 
travellers,  to  run  away  from  your  ftudie^ 
or  from  yourfelf,  into  all  th?  French  non- 
fenfe  and  etourderie  of  the  falhionable  and 
fooliih  world,  I  have  no  advice  to  give^ 
nor  could  you  take  it  if  I  had :  not  that  I 
wifh  to  curtail  the  few  trappings  and  plea-* 
fures  of  life,  and  cut  utility  to  the  quick; 
I  onlymeau  to  reUnquiib  advifing,  in  mat^ 

ters 
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tcrs  of  mere  amufement,  to  others  better 
qualified)  and  to  recommend  mixing  bufi- 
nefs  with  pleafure  for  the  advantage  of 
both,  and  am  totally  agaioft  travelling 
without  fome  tutor  or  friend  j  it  virill  re- 
quire all  the  efforts  and  knowle^e  x>f  hoik 
to  extract  the  effence  of  utility  ki  travelling. 
We  fee  too  many  idle  and  vicious  young 
Englifhmen,  running  about  the  world 
alone,  without  either  reflraint  or  affift- 
tncc,  both  of  whkh  they  ftand  fo  much  in 
seed  of. 

This  feme  ,Paris  you  may  find  a  very 
agreeable  plaoe,  if  you  are  well  recom-* 
mended,  and  iikcwifb  very  ufefol  to  your 
views  of  ftudy,  if  yxm  have  refdution  enouj^ 
|iot  to  be  diflipated  by  its  fiivolous  amufe- 
wents;  which  is  not  fo  difficuh,  I  think,  as 
in  London;  and  you  may  be  le&  fubjed  to 
Various  diftradiixis  and  intemi^(m&  Tldi 
is  more  like  a  grest  country  town,  and  not 
the  feat  of  the  court,  nor  of  commerce,  and 
therefore^  I  conceivie,  more  agreeable.  Peo* 
{3$e  licre  feem  tobave  more  ki^e  and  in** 
tdiuation  to  conveffe,<-^to  Aady,  or  phik>v 
3  fophizc 


] 


fdphize '  with  usn;  i  wMte  ia  Ldnilbn^  yoii 
all  i^m  ptirpetttaU^ktifoii)ed  ia  fome  a&xi* 
TOis  |Mjrfuit,-?-in  the  hurry  and  fatigue  of 
bufinefs^  EDence  the  agreeable  arts  of  lift 
are  here  more  .cdniidered  and;imprbved, 
though  oftner  mixed  up  with  a  trifling  or 
bad  tafte.  Many  things  that ,  arfe  tif^iled 
with  nfegled;  and  contfempt  by  your  iulkfjf 
mattqr-ofr-faa-nien,  become  here  of-  an 
agreeable  importance*  And  if  their  people 
of  f^fhion^  their  artifis,  teachef  s,  modifier 
&c.  had  but  a  little  more  trufc-tafte^  travel^ 
arid  knowledge  of  nature,  many  of ;  liwir 
trifles  inigbt  probably  grow  into  toaLcoifcf 
fequence  among  people  of  fenfe,  through* 
out  the  reft  of  Europe,  as.  well  as  hccer .  If 
it  flhkould  become  the  feihion  aiabng  iiiem^ 
again,  to  travel,  and  to  encourage  ffaangers 
of  merit,  their  fu^>crioir  vivacity  and- quiclsU 
ncfs  of  abilities. would  again  appear,  and 
turn  to  account.  :    -   I:;.      . 


If  you  can  fteadily  purfue  yotfr  pl^n  d£ 
ftudies  here,  in  chemiftry,  anatomy/  phi- 
lofophy,  you  may  get  more  ufeftil'  fcno^ 
ledge  in  two  ye^rs,  than  in  alUl^  fire  yoti 

have 
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have  pafled  at  college.  I  ram  only  ia  doubt 
if  fome  of  the  time  might^not  be  better  paiTed 
in  fome  part  of  Germany,  were  it  only  for 
the  habits  of  fteadinefs  and  application 
which  may  be  acquired  there. 

To  this  agreeable  nation  and  language, 
Ae  world  is,  and  may  yet  be  indebted  for 
many  good  things.  Their  manners  and 
conveifation,  as  well  as  fituation,  may  long 
continue  to  attrad  the  ftrangcrs  of  every 
country,  and  form  a  beneficial  intimacy 
among  us  all^^a  kind  of  ftandard  and 
point  of  re-union  for  European  manners 
and  fociety,  which  xnay  have  influence 
even  on  public  meafures  and  opinions,  may 
foften  and  humanize  the  unfeeling  maxims 
of  ftate  policy,  and  retard  our  falling,  or 
driving  each  other,  back  into  barbarifm. 
We  may,  and  perhaps  ought,  now  to  go 
on  and  poliih  ourfelves  upon  them,  and 
may  gain  more  than  we  lofe,  by  rubbing 
oflF  fome,  though  formerly  valuable  and 
diilinguifhing,  points  of  national  charader. 
As  nations  mix  and  become  better  members 
of  this  European   fociety,    or    republic, 

which 
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'Which  feems  now  gradually  to  aflirhilate 
knd  affociate  more  intimately  than  former- 
ly* We  muft  all  conform,  in  many  things, 
to  what  the  majority  may  pleafe  tCL|deter- 
tnine:  fo  that  it  beciomes  daily  more  ne- 
ceflary,  that  this  central  and  leading  nation 
be  well  ftudied  and  known,  efpecially  by 
all  thofe  who  may  havQ  any  public  part  to'^ 

Although,  in  judging  of  tafte  and  fenti-»* 
ment,  we  can,  none  of  us,  pretend  to  abfo-- 
late  impartiality,  and  although  I  am,  rather 
voluntarily,  an  iniperfe£t  critic  in  poetic 
affairs  ;  yet,  you  fee  we  are  not  therefore 
deterred  from  judging  for  ourfelves,  and  I 
feel  not  the  lefs  ^ecided^  even  in  the  moft 
fingular  opinions.  You  know,  that  I  think 
they  have  hardly  any  poetry  in  French,  and, 
to  my  ear, ,  their  language  is  incapable  of 
the  Irue  fublime.  Whatever  good  fenfe^ 
or  beautiful,  imagery,  we  may  admire  in 
their  beft  poets,  thof^  are  produced  inde- 
pendently of  their  language  ;  nor  can  their 
fentiments  receive  thofe  emtellifhments 
which  are  qpnveyed  by  found,  till  tranflated 

You  L  F  f  into 
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into  languages  more  capable  of  beftowiiig 
them.     I  have  met  with  feveral   of  thdr 
pieces,  which,  in  their  native  tongue,  are 
fenfible  and  interefting,  but,  when  tranflated 
into  Italian,  become  likewife  beautiful,  and 
hence  .more  interefting.     I  confeis,  how- 
ever, a  decided  partiality,  you  know,  for 
the   Italian,   which,    to  me,    appears  the 
only  modern  language  capable  of  expreff- 
ing  the  poetic    beauties,  by   the    help  of 
founds.     Nor  does  this  predile£tion  proceed 
entirely  from  its  aptnefs  for  vocal  mufic,  as 
many  of  their  tirft  produ&ions  in  poetry  are 
not  the  fitted  to  be  fung :  but  t^is  language 
feems  now  the  only  one  pofTefTed  of  thoie 
beautiful  combinations  and  arrangements  of 
founds  that  can  charm  the  ear  as  well  as 
the  underftanding,  and  from  the  efieds  of 
accummulation,  both  thefe  powers  are  mu- 
tually increafed.     And  yet  thefe  founds  are 
totally  different  from,  and  independent  on, 
mufic.     It  would  be  difficult  and  tedious  to 
explain  here,  in  what  their  effe^s  and  beau- 
ties confift.     To  be  fenfible  of  them,  the 
beft  way  is*  to  learn  the  language  in  the 
Country. 

I  ought 
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I  ought  likewife  to  confefs,  that  what 
pleafes  me  moft  is  that  familiar  and  natural 
fimplicity  we  meet  with  in  Petrarch,  Dante^ 
Boyardo,  Ariofto,  Boccacio,  &c.  &c.  with 
which  I  am  fo  charmed,  that  after  reading 
them,  I  cannot,  for  a  long  time,  relifli  any 
other  ftyle.  A  French  burfting  or  drawl- 
ing attempt  at  fublimity  would  then  make 
me  iick. 

Another,  with  different  tafte  and  habits, 
might  think  this  all  prejudice  or  prepof-* 
fefiion.  Hence  we  are  led  to  doubt  the 
certainty  of  any  ftandard  or  fixed  principles 
in  tafte.  And  this  uncertainty  muft  pro- 
bably ever  prevail  in  pradlice,  after  all  that 
has  been  written  and  taught  about  it,  fo 
long  as  cuftom  continues  to  be  a  kind  of 
fecond  nature.'  At  leaft,  in  this  manner, 
are  we  obliged  to  fettle  the  matter,  as  well 
as  we  can,  in  accounting  for  the  great  di« 
veriity  in  tafte,  and  of  the  opinions  con- 
cerning it. 

But  although  we  can  never  bring  all  men 

to  like  and  diflike  the  fame  things,  and  in 

F  f  2  the 


436       LETTERS    FROM   FRANCE. 

the  fame  degree,  and  each  of  tis  ^ill  hit 
his  own  fcale  or  gradation  of  beauties;  yet 
we  fee  fome  things  are  univerfally  liked; 
and  there  are,  doubtlefs,  fome  principles, 
or  extended  limits,  where  beauty  ends  and 
deformity  begins,  and  within  which,  men 
and  nations  may  differ  without  beiog 
wrong. 

Both  we  and  the  French  have  llkewife 
had  that  fimpie  naif  msinncr  of  writing, 
before  mentioned,  and  abandoned  it  again, 
I  think,  too  foon,  before  it  was  perfe&A 
They,  foon  after  Montaigne,  left,  inftead 
of  imitating,  his  frank,  eafy,  and  graceful 
manner,  which  I  confider  as  the  natural 
ybrt  of  their  language  :  they  have,  fince, 
^attempted,  and  gone  through,  feveral dif- 
ferent ftyles  in  writing,  to  fome  of  which 
it  is  certainly  not  fo  well  adapted.  They 
have  written  in  the  tvu'gid  and  conceited, 
in  the  tedious  and  languid,  manner.  The 
fafliion  feems  now,  the  rapid,  fhort,  fiery 
ftyle,  of  declaiming  on  every  fubjefl, 
which  I  think  anfwers  pretty  well  in  fome 
cafes,  and  fuits  the  language,  when  em- 
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ployed  with  judgment  and  fimplicity,  in 
whieh,  however,  they  are  often  deficient, 
and  can  fcldom  keep  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation,  Voltaire  Ixonfideras  their  great 
and  beft  leader  in  this,  and  he  has  already 
had,  and  may  ye.t  have,  fome  fuccefsful 
followers.  But  you  have,  doubtlefs,  al- 
ready good  enough  accounts  of  thefe  things. 


Ef  3 
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LETTER  xxnr. 

The  French  a  great  Nattbn. -"General  Re- 

JleElions. 


To  Mr.  A.  J. 


TN  confidering  the  French,  we  are  fom^ 
^  times  led  to  doubt  or  wonder,  how  a 
nation,  made  up  of  fuch  defeats,  under 
the  moft  oppreffive  kind  of  government, 
could  ever  be  fo  great  in  fo  many  ways. 
On  examining  the  country,  and  feeing  how 
the  people  live, — bread  almoft  their  only 
food,  and  not  always  good,  nor  plenty: 
fo  fmall  a  fhare  of  the  fruits  of  thftr  -own 
labour  for  themfelves,  and  that  ihare  not 
very  fecure  :  though  often  apparently  con- 
tented and  happy,  we  muft  doubt  the  reali- 
ty of  that  happinefs: — if  really  contented 
with  poverty  and  dependance— with  dirt 
and  mifery,  we  muft  expcdt  but  little  vigour 
or  exertion  from  fuch  a  people*  How- 
ever 
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ever  we  may  be  inclined,  in  fpeculationj 
to  magnify  the  influence  of  moral  and 
phyfical  defeats,  with  which  we  are  not 
much  acquainted,  and  to  feel  too  great  a 
contempt  for  whatever  differs  from  us, 
though  only  in  appearance ;  we  muft  re-* 
collcia,  that  men  are  men,  though  in  rags 
and  wooden  flioes  ;  and  twenty  millions  of 
people  fo  well  iituated,  and  compreflfed  as 
thefe  are,  and  with  fo  happy  a  difpofition, 
if  only  left  to  fhemfelves,  iatnd  protected 
from  foreign  injury,  arid  from  each  other j 
even  though  confiderably  oppreffed  by  their 
govemmient ;  muft  ftill  be  a  great  nation, 
as  the  world  goes  j  dans  le  pais  desaveugles^ 
Us  borgnes  font  rots:  and  we  know. that 
thefe  people  have  the  art  to  appear  ftill 
greater  than  they  really  are,  and  tb  acquire 
more  than  their  due  fhare  of  influence  in 
the  icale  of  Europe.  With  half  their  pre- 
fent  evils  and  impediments  removed,  they 
might  perhaps  be  too  great  for  all  the  reft. 

What  a  pity  you  Englifh  do  not  chuft  to 

be  more  amiable,  that  you  might  rival  them 

in  every  thing,  and  even  in  their  own  way. 

rf4  But, 
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But,  indeed,  I  think  rudenefe  is  now  tho 
mode  in  both  countries :  the  French  took 
it  up,  .probably  from  fancying  it  was  Eng- 
lifli,  and  we  copy  it  from  them.  A^  af- 
fected cold  ftare  of  indifference,  or  noncba' 
lance ^  »  now  meets  -you  in  all  fafliionabie 
focieties — it  is  alleged,  by  way  of  leaving 
you  at  your  eafe  j  very  different  from  the 
over-anxious,  the  troublefome  attention  and 
politenefs  of  forn^er  times.  Their  morn- 
ing drefs,  which  they  call  w/'-^^sr^/wV,  is  per- 
fectly flovenly,  and  often  nafty.  The  man' 
ners,  in  fome  provincial  towns,  where  one 
mjcets  yet  with  a  little  old-faihioned  civility 
and  formality,  deJa  vicilie  cour^  I  fiadfat 
more  agreeable. 

There  are  certain  advantages,  if  ^e 
knew  how  to  ufe  them,  that  attend  every 
charader  and  way  of  life.  Even  poverty 
Jias  its  advantages.  This  people,  thougli 
not  equal  to  us  in  flrength,  refohition,  pef* 
feverance,  yet,  in  many  fituations,  woula 
be  able  to  exift,  while  .  we  fhouW  ft^^^' 
And  this  we  fhall  find  to  be  the  cafe,  in 
fpme  degree,  on  comparing  qurfelves  wiA 

luoft 
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moft  of  the  other  inhabitants  of  Europe. 
Great  things  havte  fometimes  been  done, by 
their  armies.  In  the  hands  of  a  mafter,  aii 
Indifferefit  inftrument  b^conies  a  good  one. 
The  great  maO',  who  knows  the  fort  and 
the :  foible  ,  of  his  nation^  will  do  as  i  much 
with  fuch  indifferent  tools  as  fome  cithers^ 
with  the  bell.  .  >  . . .    I  :^ 

Fortunately,  mankind  have  generailly 
fome  motives  for  exertion,  and  are  natu* 
rally  fo  bent  on  getting  forwards,  that  they 
can  hardly  be  kept  back  by  the  moft  power-t 
ful  irapedimentSj  fudi  as  civil  and  religious 
tyranny,  joined  to  fhackle  ^  them.'  Their 
natural  wants  and  pafiions  will  not  let  them 
fit  long  ftill.  -And  here,  their  lively  and 
agreeable  manner,  and  perpetual  appear- 
ance of  adivity,  all  help  to  impofe  a  little, 
and  make  them  fecm  capable  of  piore  than 
they  '  really  are.  You  know,  that  the 
wofld  confiders  things  in  2^  flovenly  way, 
and  how  few  are  alcove  the  vulgar  methods 
of  judging  of  men  and  things,  of  merit,-, 
of  characters,  by  a  few  outward  appear- 
ances, 
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ances,  or  hj  fome  accidental  fuccefs ;  leav- 
ing  ihk  few  obfervers  of  men  to  look 
nearer,  aiid  eftimate  thdr  real  value.  You 
are  a  great  nation,  made  up  of  great  and 
folid  materials,  like  the  buildings  of  the 
Romans.  This  is  a  great  nation,  but  com* 
poied  of  lefler  materials,  like  the  tal»quc 
walls  of  the  Moors. 

However,  not  only  comparatively,  but 
rather  pofitivdy  amd  intrinfically,  we  muft 
allow  this  nation  a  great  deal  of  merit,  of 
induftry,  and  other  virtues,  in  fjpite  of  all 
their  £uilts  and  weaknefTes,— ^of  poverty 
and  bad  government*  But  they,  as  well 
as  other  people,  are  fitter  for  fome  things 
than  for  othets.  I  (hould^  for  example, 
think  them  fitter  for  manufiidures  than  for 
agriculture  or  navigation.  And  it  might 
be  from  fome  idea  of  this  kind,  that  the 
great  Colbert  feemed  to  promote  manufac* 
tures  and  commerce,  beyond  what  the  na- 
ture of  the  country  has  been  thought  to 
require,  by  other  great  nien,  as  Sully,  &c 
They  are  known  to  be  far  better  for  an 

attack 
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attack  than  for  defence,  which  you  ihould 
never  forget.  But  I  do  not  vfiQx  to  gire 
you  remarks  already  well  known. 

It  is  not  to  prejudice  yoa  agsunft  this 
people,  that  I  e&deavour  ta  fift  ou^  tlieif 
faults  and  de&ds.  I  wkh  to  point  out  to 
you  the  leis  obvious,  the  hidden  flaws  of 
things,  which  you  may,  one  day,  exa* 
mine  for  yourfdf ;  and  that  you  may  be 
led  to  look  farther  than  the  furface  of 
appearances,,  which  is  certainly  full  as  ne« 
ceflary  in  this  country  as  in  any  othen 

Wc  all  fee  through  difllerent  mediums. 
It  is  difficult,  and  perhaps  impc^ble,  to 
give  or  acquire  fome  forts  of  knowledge, 
without  prejudice.  All  knowledge,  that 
de&rves  the  name,  tends  to  fyftem. 
Things,  in  order  to  be  underftood,  muft 
he  arranged .:  but  our  fyftem  once  arran* 
ged,  becomes  itfelf  the  iburce  of  prejudices, 
and  when  joined  to  thofe  of  habit  and 
education,  forms  a  ftream  which  few  can 
leave  or  withftand.  Do  not  previoufly,  if 
you  can  help  it,  adopt  any  fyftem  of  mine, 

nor 
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nor  any  other,  that  may  lead  you  to  pic- 
judge  the  caufe.  Read  and  arrange,  but 
doubt  of  all  till  you  fee. 

Slit  human  nature  would  not  advance, 
and .  experience  would  be  of  little  fervice 
to  s  mankind,  (if:*  that  of  each  individual 
mere  confined  to  his  own  ufe.  And  yet 
it  cannot  often  be  taught,  or  applied  to 
the  ufe  of  others,  fo  as  to  fave  them  the 
trouble  of  going  over  the  fame  ground, 
though  it  may  help  to  dired  them  in  their 
road. 

'In  diftinguifliing  what  we  fhould  be 
taught,  from  that  which  we  fhould  teach 
ourfelves,  we  fliall  probably  perceive,  that 
in  the  early  ftages  of  fociety,  men  are  na- 
turally in,  the  firft  extreme,  pf  truftingto 
themfelves,  and  being  taught  too  little :  and 
that  we  moderns  are  arrived  at  the  fecond, 
of  expecting  too  much  from  inftru^oD, 
kaving  too  little  to  nature  and  to  our  cwn 
refearchest 

I  only 
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I  only  meant  to  Iketch  you  out  a  few 
of  the  moft  ftriking  features  of  the  out- 
line, to  be  filled  up  from  your  own  fu- 
ture experience  and  obfervation.  But  with 
all  my  zeal  and  fincerity,  I  may  not  fuc- 
ceed,  even  in  the  little  I  attempt.  I  think 
we  feldom  can,  in  this  way,  give  all  the 
ideas  we  intend. 


LETTERS   nOU  FKAS( 


LETTER    XXIV. 

TraueOers^ '^^  Fraub     P€cmSaritks\ 
GviBj^   Etomrdcrit^    Urhmutj^ 
pbj^  Lapo/iMg^  PmbDc  Spirit. 


To  Mr,  C  J . 

THE  fort  of  this  people  confii 
chiefly  in  appearances,  and  oisi  re 
engaging  kind,  you  will  be  more  fubjefl 
over-rate  their  merits  than  their  defe£ 
and  the  danger  will  be  in  your  finding  tlit 
too  agreeable.  Many  of  us,  who  fct  c 
to  vifit  Europe,  at  leaft,  feem  to  be  cau^ 
and  attached  here ;  and  when  we  refle 
and  afk  ourfelves,  how  we  come  to  fpc 
fo  much  of  our  time  and  money  amo 
fuch  trifling  people  as  here  abound,  of  b( 
natives  and  ftrangers? — ^how,  andwhei 
fore,  fo  many  of  us  get  together  in  * 

French  towns,  as  if  merely  to  walk  alx 

a 
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id  play  cards? — we  are,  perhaps,  afhamed 

confefs  all  the  truth,  and  have  recourfe 

various  pretexts,  to  deceive  ourfdves  and 

iv  friends.     At  home,  I  think  we  hardly 

•  Y-^rceive  fa^  many  idle  people  in  the  whole 

Duntry,  as  may  here  be  found,  of  Englifli 

>  nly,  affembled  in  one  French  town.     Our 

-^   eft   travellers   go  farther.     Our  men   of 

*  afte  and  learning  perfevere,  and  get  on  to 

'*' tdy  at  leaft.     So  that  ydu  will  increafe 

^our  advantages  the  farther  you  go.     Be- 

"ildes  thofe  of  feeing  things  more  worthy 

your  attention,  you  will  meet  with  travel- 

?-iers  more  worth  knowing  than  thofe  who 

^ilick  faft  here,  taken   with   the  frivolous 

-  -pleafures  of  French  focieties,  and  with  the 

-cringing  obfequioufnefs  of  the  miferable 

'-  crowd. 

"*^  I  ihould  be  more  fatisficd  if  we  always 
"  acquired,  by  thefe  little  French  trips,  a 
'••  greater  efteem  and  love  for  our  own  coun- 
?  try,  as  one  would  think  we  naturally 
^  ought;  but  I  fear  many  return  with  lefs, 
;  inftead  of  more^  averfion  to  flavery  and 
I  wooden 
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wooden  fhoes:  nay,  there  are  feme  wha 
are  not  aftiamed  to  profefs  a  preference  for 
thefe  poor  tyrannized  countries,  infiftingy 
that  it  ist  only  fuch  that  are  fit  for  a  gentle- 
man to  live  in :  but,  indeed,  that  is  gene- 
rally after  their  return,  for,  while  here,  I 
think  we  all  agree,  as  ufual,  in  abufing  the 
country  where  we  live. 

Neverthelefs,  I  am  ffill  Jt  warm  advocate 
for  travelling  whenever  it  is  poffible,  and  I 
fancy  that  fomething  good  always  flicks, 
even  to  the  idleft  of  our  ramblers ;  and  that 
they  may  afterwards  be  always  readily 
diftinguifhed  from  the  mere  John  Bull,  fox- 
hunter,  or  country  fquire,  by  their  con- 
verfation,  attention,  or  fomething  in  their 
manner. 

Although  we  Englifh  generally  afibft  and 
liye  too  much  together  abroad,  feme  few 
of  us,  however,  as  ftragglers  from  the  main 
body,  prefer  the  company  of  the  French; 
and  they,  on  perceiving  our  defire  to  be 
acquainted,  meet  us  more  than  half  way, 

in 
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in  that. pi*cttieft  frank  and  cheerful  manner 
'With  which,  inde^d^  they  do  every  thing, 
Xhey  are  extremely  and  agreeably  good^ 
and  Ipare  no  pains^  nor  civility,  to,  oblige 
us,  while  we  take.*  care  not  to  put 
them  to  any  expence,  .  to  which  they 
are  not  eafily  inclined  :  a  difpofition 
i?vhich  I  approve.  Their  fpirit  of  oeco- 
nomy  is,  to  me,  ^delightful,  and  ought 
to  make  us  alhamed  of  our  extravagance^ 
inflead  of  the  contrary^  which  we  too  ge- 
tierally  feel* 

Certainly  nothiilg  ciii  be  more  complete- 
ly agi'eeable  than  fome  of  their  people  of 
fafliion.  The  troublefome  affeftation  of 
etdUrderie^  in  their  young  men^  I  find  the 
leaft  bearable  part  of  their  fociety.  A 
young  Frenchman  is  like  a  greyhound 
pilppy^  and  teazes  you  withput  mercy  or 
meaning.  But  the  grace  and  readinefs  of 
their  manner  and  converfation  makes  one 
wifli  to  forgive  them  a  thouland  thingsi 
The  Frdnch,  in  general,  like  the  ladies^ 
are  never  'awkward,  except  where  ftrength 
is  required—^/  manieHs^  as  they  fo  pret-^ 

VoL.I^  Gg  tily 
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tily  expre&  it.  It  ia  Yaiit,  ai^  IOMSM^  m 
your  beaux^  to  attempt  to  copy  th^*  In 
fome  men  of  riper  years,,  we  meet  with  all 
the  graces  of  youth^  joined  with  that  ur- 
banity,  attention,  and  gO€>d  £snfe,  which  all 
agree  to  admire,  and  wifli  to  imitate,  as  die 
confeffisd  model  of  manner  and  coaver&tion : 
and  in  all  ibrts  of  good  behovkMur,  fome  of 
them  may  nearly  defenjc  the  place  tbcy 
afium,e  of  dictators,  and  ia  £aA,  may  fiand 
next  to  the  Spaniards,'  who,  I  thi^ok,  are 
yet  univerfally  the  befl-behavedi  people  k) 
Europe,  and  the  only  people,  in  any 
given  circumilapc^  whpfQ  behaviour 
m^y  be  entirely  depeni^ed  oii«  I  fear  the 
Engliih  begin  to  be  lefs  coitSdere^*  2^ 
fou^.  after,  in  this  cqunit^i  thaa  for- 
merly. 

Yotk  already  know  the  high  e(^em  and 
reiped  due  hew  to  many  of  their  philofch 
phers  and  men  of  letter^,  w^  h^^^  laid 
open  firieace,  and  cQmba|:ed  e/pfor^  eyen  in 
the  fiate>  with  a  jfpirit  tha^t  would  do  hor 
nour  to  the  freeft  iiationsi  and  that  At 
ladies  have  regained,  and  hasre  nobly  joHicd 

mocb 
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muefc  df  flitir  nat'tffil  ifafiufence,  towatdi 
bnhgin^  phfrhfop^f'^d  fciencd  into  real 
art(}  a£tH^6  Kfe :  and  though  fuccefsy  as  to 
general  arid  {)radieat  utility,  is  probably 
limited  i^atly  witlirh*  the  prefent  circle,  hf 
the  nature  of  theiif  goveifnment  and  reli- 
gion;  y^t  tbcy  have  brought  rftuch  ufeful 
and  dgiedihh  knowledge  to  light,  and 
have  laid  ife  /eady  td  be  taien  np  by  the 
people  whenSevei?  th*y  may  have  Irberty 
and-  fecurity  enoi^hf  t6  iiiake  it  worth 
thetr  while,  afnd  wheiSi  theit  government 
may  confift  of  the  wifdom  Ind  virtue 
that  may  then  be  found  in  fuch  a  na- 
tion* 

We  ought  notj  per&aps,  to  be  h  rigid^ 
as  to  eotid^mn  or  de^ife  their  little  arts  of 
deceiving  tfeemfelvfts;  ahd  ufs,  a  little,  into 
fuppodng  that  the  lifeful  fciences  are  ge- 
nerally cultivated  and  applied  throughout 
the  country,  becaufe  fhey  write  and  talk  fd 
well  about  them  at  Paris..  Nay,  we  may 
admire  that  addrefe  with  whkh  they 
prejudice  us  all  in  their  favour,  and  per- 
fyade  more  than  half  Europe  to  believe  the 
G  g  2  French 
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French  nation,  in  general,  to  be  as  clevet 
and  informed  as  they  appear  in  their  books 
and  converfation.  And  they,  every  Tvhere, 
get  fome  credit  for  moft  of  thofe  fuperiori- 
ties  which  they  are  ever  fo  ready  to  afliime. 
We  are  eafily  caught  by  their  pleafing  con- 
verfation and  writings,  and  are  not  then 
difpofed  to  examine  too  ftriftly  into  the 
validity  of  their  pretenfions,  or  of  the 
many  excellent  terms  and  expreffions  with 
which  their  pretty  little  language  abounds, 
as  if  made  up  on  purpofe  to  cover  their 
want  of  the  realities. 

From  your  knowledge  of  their  charader, 
and  of  their  love  of  fafhion,  it  is  natural 
enough*  that  you,  in .  England,  fhould  be 
taken  in,  and  believe  that  the  whole  nation 
may  be  influenced  by  a  few  philofophers 
in  the  capital,  and  that  they  are  leading 
each  other  on  to  the  higheft  improvements ; 
forgetting  that  the  poverty  of  the  people 
alone,  will  long,  render  any  material  im- 
proyemoat  impoflible. 

You 
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You    might   likewife   think   them    likq 
yourfelves;    each,    in  fome   degree,  inte- 
refted  about  the  public  good :  among  you, 
any  little  event  or  opiniojx  may  prefently 
become  the  objedt  of  general  attention,  and 
its   influence    fly    quitkly  through    your 
ifland,  by  means  of  your  numerous  papers, 
and  aflfedt  the  opinions,  and  even  the  con- 
duft,   of  many ;   forgetting  all  the  while,* 
that  thla  Is  almofl:  peculiar  to  ourfelves : 
defpotic  power  tends  to  feparate  or  infulate 
every  place,  and  almofl:  every  perfon,  from 
the  refl: :  nothing  but  fafhipn  is  interefl:ing 
enough  here,  to  carry  any  thing  through 
the  whole  nation.    Any  efFeftual  reform  in 
their  government  or  confliitution  is  highly 
itnprobable  :  none  but  the  princes  cjin  ever 
have  power  enough  to  do  it;  and  we  know 
how  unlikely  it  is,  from  their  education  and 
national  difpofition,  that  any  of  them  can 
ever  have  the  will,  the  knowledge,  or  cha- 
rader  equal  to  it.  Some  of  them  may  form 
a  thoufand   over- wife  and  farcical  regula-? 
tions,  and  without  producing  any  good  ef- 
feds :  till  they  refl:ore  and  improve  the  conr? 
fl;itution,  they  cannot  make  the  people  exert 
Gg3  theni- 
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thcmfelves  n^ar  to  tbeir  full  fopc^,  nor  ob- 
lige their  fupqdofs  to  do  them  ju^ce. 
^nd  this  i$,  perhaps,  in)po|Sblp,  till  the 
people  have  iAore  property  and  are  well  re^ 
prefentec}  in  the  legius^ture,  apd  we  bow 
tbeir  ipadeqvtate  ;deas  of  reprefei^ttation. 
Tbe  people  are-^nothmg;  the  j^ohUity, 
army,  and  chqrch,  form  the  na|[ipn,  aud 
rouft  always  probably  fide  \f7ith  the  mo- 
narch',     How  is  it  poffible  to  refoRn  fuch 

I  thiAfc,  in  geQeral,  a  people  ftew  an 
indifference  about  pubUc  affair^^  ne^ffly  ap- 
eqrdingtp  the  degrees  of  oppreffiopwiih 
lyhich  they  ^re  ruled*  Its  Wing  fp.  much 
the  cafe  here»  I  confider  as  »  qiore  deadly 
ppliticaj  fymptom  than  vxj  pf  yours, 
iprhich,  though  more  yiol^nt,  are  not  fa 
dangerous,  ^or  incurable.  Your  piob, 
robberies,  disorderly  cleiS^iions-r—ail  tbofe 
«ia.rks  of  liicentioufoeJ&  more  than  of  li- 
berty^-—pif  the  deficiencies  io.  ywr  police, 
and  of  your  being  tpo  little  gove^ne^  ^re 
not,  however,  fo  irremediabte  as  this 
traivjuillUy  and  iftdifei;cace^  the  fijre  mark 
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of  their  being  governed  too  much.  Your 
temporary  follies,  and  perpetual  party  ani- 
mofities,  produce  fo  much  lefs  mifchief^ 
than  fuch  things  any  where  elfe.  In  fliort, 
your  fymptoms  are  only  thofe  of  rude 
health,  while  theirs  indicate  a  chronic  and 
incurable  diforder. 


Gg4 
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LETTER    XXV, 

On   our   Changes  in    Tqfte^    &f  r.  —-  Of  the 
French  Military. 


To  Mr.  A.  J. 


YOU  need  hot  fear  my  becoming  a 
convert  to  French  manners  and 
ppinions,  or  that  I  fhall  deviate  much  £rom 
my  firft  plan,  which  was,  to  deal  more  ia 
finding  fault,  than  in  finding  out  things 
worthy  of  praife  or  imitation.  The  firft 
I  ftill  think  one  of  the  great  pleafures  and 
advantages  of  travelling :  it  maintains  and 
increafes  our  ideas  of  improvement  and 
perfedion;  and  thefe  are  ideas  of  great 
importance  in  the  world,  though  they 
ihould  never  be  put  in  pradice.  The 
fecond  clafs,  viz.  of  good  things,  fuch  as 
are  worthy  of  imitation,  become  obvious 
enough,  and  will  ftrike  at  fight,  without 
being  pointed  out,  and  are  generally  better 
3  known 
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known  than  the  defefts,  which  are  the 
proper  objects  of  improvementt 

But  I  have  no  objeftion  to  change,  nor 
to  tell  you  when  I  do;  as  I  wifti  not  to 
conceal,  but  to  fhew  you  every  part  of  the 
hiftory  of  my  own  mind,  that  I  think  may 
bp  of  any  ufe  to  you ;  though  we  are  very 
apt  to  be  obftinate  in  fupport  of  what  we 
have  once  happened  to  advance,  probably 
from  a  natural  idea  of  the  importance  of 
being  confident, — ^hut  oftpner,  I  fear,'  from 
a  falfe  pride. 

I  may,  doubtlefs,  be  gradually  reconcil- 
ed, by  habit,  to  many  things  which  re* 
volted  me  at  firft;  but,  I  doubt,  I  muft 
always  retain  my  firft  diflike  of  others*  I 
muft  ftill  infift  oil  finding  fault,  for  example, 
with  their  tafte  in  moft  of  the  fine  arts, — ^ 
in  mufic,  poetry,  tragic  adion,  drawing, 
architecture, — ^with  their  government  and 
adminiftration,-r-with  feveral  inftitutions, — 
with  their  taxes,  farming,  feveral  trades  ; 
and  muft  ever  regret  the  poverty  and  op» 
predion  of  their  lower  clafTes.     Although 

fo 
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(o  great  a  diflference  of  tafte  and  ientim^t 
be  a  kind  of  a  focUl  lofs  to  myfelfi  not  to 
relifh  or  enjoy  what  I  often  fee  all  around 
me  enraptured  with ;  yet  I  caiwot  always 
feel  with  them,  though  I  havQ  made  many, 
and  fome  fucceibful^  endeavours  for  that 
purpofe* 

You  know  their  military  eharader,  and 
their  paflion  for  arms^  which  proceeds 
cbieflyi  I  believei  from  a  kind  of  vanity, 
and  partly,  perhaps,  to  revenge  their  do- 
meftic  flivery  on  their  neighbours^  They 
were  among  the  firft  who  contributed  to 
bring  us  all  under  the  ruinous  necefiity  of 
keeping  up  thefe  numerous  (landing  armies, 
which  will  probably,  in  time,  again  dedroy 
all  good  government,  and  involve  the  world 
in  tyranny  »nd  barbarifm  once  more,  unlels 
their  increafe  be  checked,  and  their  ccnftitu- 
tioo  improved,  by  gradually  reverting  to 
militias  to  fupjJy  them  with  men,  and  partly 
to  fupply  their  places ;  and  by  reftoring  good 
legiflation  vrith  military  educatk>n,and  thence 
morals,  man^ea,  and  good  order.  The 
French  have,  perhaps,  occafion  for  gre^^^ 

12  armies 
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armies  than  fome  otl^r  nations^  tQ  4o  the 

fatTie  buHnefs,  bcca^fe  a  weaker  r^cg  gf 

people,  and  more  eafily  4iflQlved  by  f^-* 

tiguei     During  an  ordinary  campaign,  they 

have   often  had   one-third^    ©r   more,    of 

their  army  im  the  hofpitals, 

• 

By  thefe  ftg.nding  armies,  their  govern** 

meat  has  obtained  the  double  obje(3:,  of 

oppofing  their  enemies  abroad,  and  fub- 

duing  the  aation  at  honie.     And  the  in-p 

tention  has  fucceeded.    This  nation  appears  ^ 

now  habitually  fixed,  by  cfcarader  and  in- 

clinatiQa,  in  that  fubmiflive  and  impovfe^ 

yiflied  fyftem.     Though  formerly  more  fe^ 

rocious,  turbi^ent,  and  factious,  as  during 

their  civil  wars,   they  arc  now  the  moft 

pliant  and  eafy  to  gQvern  of  any  people 

we  know:  fo  that  they  would  ncrt  now 

know  what  to  do  with  their  liberty,  if  they 

had  it.     And  if  fuch  a  government  could 

make  the  good  of  the  people  a  primary 

object,  they  would  ere   now,  and   might 

very  fafely,  have  reduced  their  peace  efta- 

hlifliment,  at  leajft  to  half  its  prefcnt  nura- 

|?er,  and  have  eafed  the  iubjea  of  many 

heavy 
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heavy  burdens  and  regulations.  But  power 
is  ever  unfeeling ;  and  the  more  abfolute, 
the  more  fuipicious,  carelefs,  and  incon- 
fiftent. 

They  are  likewife  perpetually  changing 
their  military  fyftems  and  regulations,  but 
I  think  feldom  gain  by  the  change  near  fo 
much  as  to  make  up  for  the  inevitable  evils 
of  changing.  It  is  generally  wifer  to 
mend  the  old  than  to  make  new,  and  even 
the  moft  neceflary  changes  fhoiild  be  gra- 
dual, if  poffible.  Concerning  minutiae 
which  ihould  generally  be  conftant,  they 
arc  often  innovating,  and  difputing  with  a 
degree  of  heat  and  animofity  to  which  wc 
are  ftrangers.  Already  the  Count  St.  G — j 
after  labouring  moft  patriotically  to  intro- 
duce his  fyftem,  muft  probably  fee  its 
original  merits  worn  down  by  oppofition 
and  intrigue,  to  a  few  alterations  of  the 
leaft  importance:  and  the  Count  himfelf, 
it  feems,  muft  foon  give  up  even  thele, 
and  the  army,  to  fome  other  commanders 
and  fyftems,  perhaps  more  trifling  and  ca- 
pricious.    If  the  cabals  and  the  genius  of 

the 
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tlie  nation  would  permit  them  to  retain 
"what  is  good  of  his  regulations, — if  they 
could  keep  only  the  occonomical  parts,  they 
might  gain  more  than  by  any  other  of  their 
changes  for  a  long  time  paft.  Their  troops 
ivere  certainly  getting  into  what  is  called 
very  high  order,  and  if  well  commanded, 
they  might  foon  be  made  capable  of  many 
things,  though  not  of  fatigue  and  perfe- 
verance. 

But  it  is  in  the  ordnance,  as  we  fhould 
call  it,  where  the  greateft  changes,  and 
the  bittereft  controverfies,  have  lately  taken 
place  between  Monf.  G  ■,  and  his  op- 
ponents, and  which  have  divided  the  corps 
royale  into  two  inveterate  parties^  Siirely 
all  the  other  hations  together,  could  not 
have  faid  and  written  fo  much  about  fliort 
and  long  guns,^  and  without  deciding  any 
thing. 

I  am  tired  with  reading  the  numerous 

publications   on   this  endlefs   controv^fy, 

and  have  given  it  up  till  fome  one  ihall 

*  coUcdl 
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^dlleatbcfabflailcf6  6f  it*.  TKe  expert 
iticms  of  dtlWr  paafff  tbtt  liot  crf^iikted  to 
di{c6va  the  tro*,  but  t6  gdt  (he  bctt^  of 
their  oppontnte^  Tire  French  are  Bolf  Aa- 
turalfy  Ttery  fit  to  carry  6tt  cxptfiments. 
That  tdk  requires  a  mt)re  peitfeveririg,  im- 
partial^ cool,  and  philofophic  turn  of 
mind. 

You  know  they  have  been  lately  verf 
attentive  to  their  navy^  to  which^  in 
confetjucnce,  I  tfifink  it  behoves  us  to  be 
very  attentive  lifeeT^ife,  and  to  waSeh  aH 
thei*  op^ratioASi  The  hiftdry  of  what 
they  haVii  done,  in  this  diepkrtment,  fince 
the  time  of  Louis  XfV.  and  of  what  Aey 
are  now  doing.  Would  form  a  cHrious  col* 
liefti^ft,  2tni  lifee  themfelVes,  mid  indeed 
Iikff  tMOi  otfMf  Human  id^fa^^  and  in- 
ftlfUtion^^,-^  ^xtUre  of  knf^  and^  non- 
fenfe. 

In  fome  ehief  points^  tb«y'are  as  far  ia 
cme  extreme  as  you*  kiie  iJ6f  the  cthen-* 

^  This  has  fince  been  done  by  a  Captain  Schee]. 

Their 
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Their  depending^  afrnfual,  more  on  theory 
than  oa  pra&ice,  whik  we.  continue  in 
the  contrary  extreme^  is  all  charafteriMc 
of  the  twQ  nations. 

The  power  and  expenditure  of  the  mi- 
litary part,  are  not  fufBciently  controlled 
*by  the  civil;  and  we  know  that  the  com- 
mon degrees  of  human  integrity,  when 
uncontrolled,  are  not  to  be  depended  on : 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  fome  abufes  muft  creep  in, 
and  when  once  introduced,  each  will  bring 
a  crowd  of  others.  Their  prefent  marine 
fyftem  may  not,  therefore,,  be  much  more 
lafting  and  incorruptible,  than  any  of  the 
former. 

They  place  great  dependance  on  certain 
fea  manoeuvres :  but  military  novelties, 
and  their  effefts,  muft  foon  be  over,  be- 
fore a  vigilant  enemy.  In  wars  between 
European  powers,  fuch  art  or  artifice  can-^ 
not  give  much  durable  advantage,  nor  long 
overcome  real  ftrength.  Happily,  per- 
haps, for  mankind,  we  are  all  now  fo 
nearly  on  a  footing,  and  communicate  fo 

freely, 
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freely,  that  any  of  the  aits  ufed  in  war 
by  one  power,  may  be  prcfently  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  reft,  and  may  be  evaded  or 
counteraded,  fo  that  all  is  fooa  reduced 
again  to  the  decifion  of  adiual  force,  general- 
ihip,  and  the  chances  of  wan 
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LETTER    XXVI. 

^The  Schools  J  Military^  ^c.-^Ofthe^Mon^Jic 
Orders  and  Superftition. 

THE  modes  and  places  of  educatiofl 
are,  in  every  country,  worthy  of  at- 
tention,  and   as   an   oflScer,  you  will,   of 
courfe,    inquire  and   take  notice   of  their 
rpilitary  fchools  here.     I  ftiall  only  obferve, 
that  you  will  probably  find  their   volumi-. 
nous  regulations,  as  ufual,  to  be  better  on 
paper  than  in^pradice.     They  plan  much 
better  than  they  execute,  which  is  juft  the 
contrary,  I  believe,  with  us.     So  that  we 
might,  in  many  ways,  learn  of  each  other. 
We  can  often  borrow  their  ideas,  and  im- 
prove upon  them  in  the  execution.     We 
can  fometimes  execute  what  they  only  talk 
of:    with,   perhaps,  more  judgment,  and 
certainly   better   workmen,    we   may   get 
more  from  their  books  than  from  their 
Vol.  L  H  h  pradice: 
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pradHce:  but  we  fliould  fee  both.  I  hope 
you  will  find,  with  me,  that  we  have  been 
eftimating  their  fchools,  and  fcboladic 
modes  of  education,  a  little  too  high.  Thefe 
appear  to  me  yet  more  faulty  than  our 
own,  either  from  defedl  or  redundancy* 
They  teach  either  nothing  or  too  much. 
We  are  often  furprifed  at  tfie  rgnoraDceof 
fome  very  decent  looking  men ;  and  the 
common  people  are  taught  nothing  at  fchool 
but  the  fuperflitious  ceremonies  of  relipon. 
Even  their  befl  places  of  education,  thougli 
they  may  ferve  to  model  Frenchmen,  are 
furely  improper  and  infufiicient  to  form 
Englifhmen.  Men  arc  here  to  be  framed, 
modelled,  and  cut  to  a  pattern,  and  nothing 
left  to  nature :  it  is  the  bed  of  Procniftes, 
where  people  are  to  be  (hortened  or  kngtb- 
ened  fo  as  to  fit  itr 

I  fear  we  muft  allow  that  edircation,  fo 
many  of  the  pradical  and  important  offices 
in  fociety,  is  yet  very  deficient  among  us; 
theory  and  pradiice  are  yet  far  from  bdn? 
fiifficiently  acquainted.  Our  idle  univerfi- 
ties  feem  to  fit  people  for  few,  or  no  ver/ 
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ifeful  purpofes  in  life,  except  the  church^ 
Pride,  idlenefs,  or  ufelefs  knowledge,  feem 
:o  be  too  frequently  the  chief  acquirements 
there :  and  moft'of  oiir  other  fchools,  and 
sfpecially  boarding-fchools  and  academies 
about  town,  are  mere  expenfive  impoli- 
tions.  Our  military  education  has  prcH 
bably  been  the  moft  defediye:  we  have 
produced  but  few  officers  fit  to  command 
armies;  and  thofe  few  have  come  from 
am.ong  the  chofen  number  who  have  had 
the  military  ambition  and  enthufiafm  fo 
ftrong  as  to  make  them  travel^  inquire,  and 
ferve,  wherever  there  was  any  thing  to  be 
learned:  a  Cromwell,  a  Marlborough,  a 
Wolfe,  &c.  may  be  diftinguiftied  j  but  the 
catalogue,  if  continued,  would  be  too  fhort 
for  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time.  Yet,  I  think, 
the  Englifh  character  contains  as  many  of 
the  materials  as  any  other,  for  great  gene- 
rals or  great  politicians,  for  I  confider  thefe 
two  characters  as  fimilar,  and  indeed  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  joined  in  thofe  leaders  of 
mankind  ; — nous  fommes  de  Vetoffe  dout  on 
tnfatt.  But  perhaps  an  ifland  cannot  pro- 
Hh  2  duce 
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ducc  them  in  fuch  plenty  as  a  great  coii« 
tinent  i  the  want  or  demand  for  /uch,  is 
probably  fomewhat  diminifhed  likewifeby 
the  fecurity  of.  your  infular  fituation;  d 
by  the  nature  of  your  government,  whicli, 
like  your  ifland,  may  be  left  a  good  deal  to 
itfelf,  and  like  a  good  child,  without  toj 
itfelf  any  harm.  This  French  govemmeDt 
cares  not  much  about  her  own  fubjeds, 
and  feems  only  anxious  to  govcra  tk 
reft  of  the  world,  and  hence  may  pro 
duce  more  of  thofe  called  politicians  tiaa 
you,  as  you  are  generally  much  eo- 
grofled  by  your  internal  affairs,  and  are 
feldom,  I  think,  well  verfed  in  foreign 
politics/  Hence,  likewife,  probably  pro- 
ceeds the  misfortune  of  your  not  being  al- 
ways good  judges  of  thofe  military  ani 
political  men  you  may  have,  and  your  not 
knowing  how  and  where  to  employ  theiB) 
according  to  their  talents  and  charato 
Many  a  Wolfe,  and  many  a  Marlborougli. 
-  may  have  died  in  the  lower  ranks  of  01:1 
fervice.  We  have  not  yet  employed,  ^ 
made  a  proper  ufe  of,  thofe  few 
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jointed  out  and  recommended  to  us  by 
general  Wolfe  and  Prince  Ferdinand*; 
liey  knew  an  officer  by  a  kind  of  inftind:. 
\nd  as  to  politicians,  you  have  not,  I  fear, 
udged  much  better.  You  have  fometimes 
fancied  that  great  lawyers  muft  be /great 
politicians,  which  I  fear  is  not  often  the 
;afe ;  and  I  Ihould  not  have  very  great 
tiopes  of  the  cabinet  that  was  led  or  go-? 
verned  by  them.  I  mean  only  to  fpeak 
generally,  and  of  fuqh  whofe  character  is 
rormed  by  the  habits  of  their  profeflion,  in 
which,  I  think,  the  nature  and  minutiae  of 
the  inveftigation  may  produce  a  kind  of 
microfcopic  vifion,  but  does  not  tend  to 
give  the  habits  and  velocity  of  mind,  nor 
to  form  an  eye  of  fufficient  field  and  fcopc 
for  a  great  politician :  but  we  have  known 
good  officers  from  that  line,  and  there  are, 
doubtlefs,  among  them  men  whofe  genius 
and  abilities  are  upon  the  largeft  fcale,  and 

**  I  have  heard  that  Priooe  Ferdinand  faid,  <*  The 
**  En^glifh  fend  me  generals  proper  for  commiflaries,  and 
*.*  commiffaries  fit  for  generals.!'  The  prefent  General 
Boyd  ^as  then,  itfcems,  one  of  his  commiflaries.  This  anec- 
dote is  worth  preferving,  as  it  charadlerifes  fo  well  our 
Rational  councils,  the  fpeaker^  and  the  perXons  meant. 

Hh  ^  wha 
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who  are  beyond  the  vices  and  habits  of 
their  trade ;  and  fome  who  are  impelled  by 
nature  into  that  path,  from  other  walks  of 
life:  fome  of  thefe  are  often  the  greateli, 
the  leading  characters  in  moft  profeffions; 
and  we  fhall  find,  that  ^Imoft  every  brand 
of  knowledge  is  indebted  to  fuch  inter- 
lopers for  its  principal  inventions  andim- 
provcmcnts. 

But  I  think  it  may  fairly  enough  be  douk- 
cd,  whether  an  Alexander,  a  Cacfar,  a 
Tamerlane,  a  Mahomet,  a  Frederic,  agreal 
warrior  and  legiflator,  in  one,  could  poffiHj 
be  produced  within  the  confines  of  a 
modern  univerfity,  and  of  an  ifland:  it  pro- 
bably requires  mofe  room,  and  more  great 
objeds  of  employ,  for  fuch  minds  to  ex- 
pand, and  to  be  gradually  wrought  up  into 
the  habits  of  thinking  and  doing  great 
things.  Admitting  the  vulgar  idea  of  fome 
men  being  born  generals,  poets,  mechanic, 
Sec.  their  formation  is  obvioufly  progref^ 
five.  We  know  that  the  King  of  Pruffij 
•was  not  a  general  during  his  firft  cam 
pof  fcarccly  an  engineer  at  the  laft : 
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we  knew  as  much  of  ancient  Jieroes,  we 
ihould  probably  find  the  fame  progreffion. 

Though  this  French  nation  and  fociety 
may  form  a  tolerable  fchool  for  fome  of 
our  grown  gentlemen  and  ladies,  yet  we 
certainly  do  not  better  ourfelVes  by  fending 
our  children  to  be  edpcated  in  their  country. 
Nay,  I  am  fometimes  quite  angry  and  un- 
happy about  this  late  pernicious  prejudice 
of  Englifh  parents,  in  favour  of  what  they 
call  a  French  education.  The  children 
commonly  fall  under  the  care  of  nuns  and 
friars,  who  are  generally  the  moft  ignorant 
and  vulgar  part  of  fociety;  people  inferior 
to  our  own  fervants  and  workmen,  with 
more  fuperftition  and  Icfs  knowledge.  It  is 
only  when  parents,  or  fome  relation,  can 
accompany  the  children,  that  it  can  be 
worth  while,  or  fhould  be  thought  of.  The 
great  obje£t,  even  of  the  moft  diligent  and 
beft  informed  in  thofe  fchool  convents,  is 
to  convert  the  children  to  their  own  fuper- 
ftition. Their  whole  conduct  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  is  fecretly  dire^ed  to  that  object, 
which,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  primary  in- 
H  h  4  tentiona 
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tcntions  of  moft  of  the  monaftic  orders, 
and  of  their  fchools ;  and  faving  of  fouls, 
-  by  converting  them  to  their  faith,  is,  with 
them,  a  firft-rate  merit,  and  an  iiidifpen- 
fable  obligation. 

I  cannot  help  obferving,  en  pajfant^  that 
the  Englifti  government  vrould. do  more, 
by  effedtually  excluding  thefe  monaftic  peo- 
ple from  their  dominions,  and  particularly 
from  Ireland,  than  by  all  their  laws  againft 
popery.     And  I  believe,  the  firft  govern-' 
ment  in  Europe  who  fhall  have  refolution 
to   begin    the    diflblution    of  thofe    now 
burdenfome     and    dangerous    fraternities, 
may  find  it  eafier  than  commonly  imagin- 
ed, and  other  nations  will  foon  follow  the 
example.      They  are   now   only    popular 
among  a  few  ignorant  devotees,  chiefly  of 
the  lower  claffes  of  people,  ahd  are  much 
weakened  fince  they  loft  their  potent  le- 
gion, the  Jefuits,  who  were,  to  be  fure,  the 
moft  powerful  and  dangerous,  becaufe  the 
moft  learned*  and  ufefuL     This  abolition 
would  be  a  popular  qjeafure,  even  in  fome 
Catholic   countries,  efpecially  if  care   waa 

takea 
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taken  not  to  give  jealoufy  to  the  reft  of  the 
church ;  many  of  them  would  then  probably 
fecretly  rejoice  at  the  meafure. 

In  aboHfhing  thefe  monaftic  orders,  and 
their  too  numerous  convents,  perhaps  a 
icw  of  the  moft  ufeful  might  be  fafely 
enough  retained,  efpeciaUy  as  every  con- 
fiderable  change  in  fociety  (hould  be  as  gra- 
dual as  poffibie.  Humanity,  and  the  Xvorld 
in  general,  would  agree  to  the  prefervation 
of  that  affiduous  and  benevolent  fifterhood, 
who  leave  tHeir  cloifters,  and  attend  td  the 
moft  painful  duties  in  life,  the  care  of  the 
fick. 

Since  religious  wars  and  difputei  have 
fubfided,  in  England  you  feem  to  have 
forgot  the  nature,  the  real  ftate  and  fpirit 
of  religion  in  Europe.  It  is  not^fo  much 
changed  as  you  fuppofe ;  it  is  only  that, 
being  tired  of  the  fubjed,  you  have  ceafed 
to  talk  of  it ;  and  it  is  no  longer  in  fafhion: 
or  you  fancy  that  all  are  become,  like 
yourfelves,  more  moderate,  rational,  to- 
lerant : — nothing  like  it :  toleration  is  ftill^ 

with 
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vith    all   the   bigottcd   Roman  Catholics, 
who  arc  yet  numerous,  a  reprobate,'  here- 
tical,  detefted  dodrine.     The  bloody  m- 
quifitorial  fpirit  only  pretends  to  fleep,  and 
lies  ready  watching,  to  be  roufed  hj  the 
firft  occafton  that  may  give  a  fair  profp^ 
of  fuccefSy-^by  any  combination  of  defign- 
ing   and  powerful    hypocrites    who  may 
chufe  to  make  ufe  of  it.     So  that  religious 
wars,   which  you  fancy  have  ceafed  for 
ever,  are,  on  the  contrary,  I  think,  juft  as 
l^robable  as  ever.     The  Proteftants  are  only 
iaved,  like  the  Turks  in  Europe,  ^nd  feme 
other  leffer  powers,  by  their  real  flxength, 
by  a  kind  of  balance  or  jealoufy  of  in- 
terefts,  and  difficulties  about  dividing  the 
ipoils;  but  the  conqueft  is  fteadily  kept  in 
view  by  the  faithful,  and  particulari^  by 
the    monaftic    or    regular    orders ;    and 
though  we   may   laugh   at  their  folly,  I 
think  it  is  not  beyond  a  poffibility,  that  a 
body  fo  well  united  in  opinions  and  ob- 
jefts,  may,  by  time  and  accidents,  become 
"fufficiently  united  in  intereft,  and  may  ac- 
cumulate power  enough  to  deftroy  all  li- 
berty of  opinidn,    and   rcftore    univcri'al 

tyranny, 
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tyranny,  ignorance;  and  barbarifm,  once 
more.  The  two  parties  have  lately  kept 
each  other  in  awe,  but  the  turn  of  the 
fcale,  and  our  fafety,  can  be  infured  only 
by  more  wars,  or  by  the  diflblution  of 
moft  of  thefe  legions  of  embodied  and 
determined  enemies. 

Something  fimilar  to  your  fituation  may 
be  obferved  throughout  Europe;  the  peo- 
ple in  higher  ranks,  who  do  not  mix 
enough  with  the  lower,  even  governments 
and  philofophers,  are  not  generally  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  and  condition  of 
of  the  common  people,  and  their  fuperfti- 
tion.  We  are  apt  to  fancy  a  liberality  and 
benevolence  of  fentiment  to  ex;tend  and 
become  general,  from  the  example  of  our- 
felves,  and  a  few  gentlemen  with  whom 
only  we  converfe,  and  of  a  few  authors  who 
flatter  and  rock  one  another  into  thofe 
temperate  and  philofophic  dreams:  but 
the  gentlemen  and  philofophers  are  all 
together  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  mankind, 
difperfed  in  fmall  and  difuilited  parties, 
wnconneCted  with  eagh  other,  and  of  little 

influence 
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influence  in  fociety  ;  and  neither  they,  nor 
their  dreams  of  improvement,  are  heeded 
or  known  by  the  lower  claffes,  the  bulk  of 
mankind,  who  are  kept  at  too  great  a 
djiftance  from  the  upper,  involved  in  their 
own  manners  and  opinions.  In  this  courfe 
of  ciidlization,  there  muft  probably  always 
arife,  at  Jeaft,  two  different  fpecies  or 
charafters  of  religion, — a  gentleman  and  a 
plebeian  religion.  From  this  fituation  of 
things,  as  the  diftance  widens  between  the 
ranks,  manners,  and  opinions,  of  men,  I 
think  the  evil  confequences  may  increafe. 
Hence  proceeds  not  only  a  want  of  con- 
nexion, but  a  growing  hatred  and  animo- 
fity,  a  kind  of  fecret  war,  founded  chiefly 
on  fuperftition,  between  the  extremes  of  fo- 
ciety J  and  we  ought  to  be  thankful  we  do 
not  oftener  fee  the  worft  effeds  of  this 
difpofition  break  forth,  from  fome  acciden- 
tal fparks  of  mutual  offence.  .  To  remedy 
thefe  evils,  is  now  far  from  an  eafy  taft, 
fince  government  has  unwifely  given  up  the 
religious  diredion  of  the  minds  of  men.  In 
education  and  employment  probably  now 
confift  the  moft  efficacious  means  of  cure. 

The 
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The  nation  that  (hall  the  firft  eftablifli  a 
fuificient  number  of  proper  tiay-fchools  for 
real  and  ufeful  knowledge,  difcipline,  and 
induftry,  among  the  people,  will  bid  the 
faireft  for  fuccefs,  and  may  by  that  means 
form  the  bed  fubje(3:s, — the  moft  tolerant^ 
the  moft  powerful,  and  the  leaft  dangerous, 
as  a  nearer  refemblance  and  connedioa 
would  then  take  place  between  all  the  dif- 
ferent ranks  in  fociety. 
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LETTER    XXVIL 

National  Emulation^  and  American  Waf^ 

To  Mn  C • 

THAT  conftant  emulation  between  the 
French  and  us,  I  think  has  lately 
been,  and  is  likely  to  be,  of  more  fervice 
to  them  than  to  us,  in  fome  things*  While 
our  young  travellers  learn  of  them  little 
elfe  betides  their  language,  their  fafliions, 
and  follies,  they  are  imitating  fome  of  our 
ufeful  arts,  and  may,  in  time,  vie  vrith  us 
in  fome  trades  of  importance.  Bcfides 
their  attempts  to  imitate  our  wares  at 
Rouen,  and  other  places ;  fome  coach* 
makers,  and  other  trades,  at  Paris,  are  try- 
ing to  work  like  ours.  They  have  lately, 
I  think,  taken  from  us  our  old  political 
condud,  and  are  becoming  (at  leaft  the 
pretended)  protedors  of  freedom.  Let 
•us  hope  we  may,  in  this  too,  learn  our 
own  again  from  them,  and  with  more  rea* 
lity,  at  fecond  hand. 

I  tra- 
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1  travelled  with  a  Spaniard  and  a  French- 
man, both  coming  to  England  to  examine 
our  arts  and  manufactories,  and  both  men 
of  fome  pra<3:ical  and  ufeful  knowledge. 
One  circumftance  among  others,  however, 
I  obferved,  which  might  prevent  their  in- 
creafing  their  ftock  of  ufeful  knowledge 
from  ours,  vh.  a  ftrong  prepofleffion  in 
favour  of  every  thing  French.  I  foon  per- 
ceived they  think  that  nation  far  before  us 
in  every,  thing.  This  prejudice  in  favour 
of  France  is  becoming  very  general,  I  fee, 
throughout  Europe ;  which  of  the  two  is 
the  firft  for  induftry,  work,  ingenuity,  &c. 
have,  for  fome  time,  been  fubjcdts  of  ra- 
ther general  controverfy, — ^general,  becaufe 
it  is  difRcult  to  avoid  taking  a  part  between 
contending  nations :  but  I  think  the  Engliflx 
party  diminifties  daily:  VEuropc  devtent 
encore  phu  Fran^oife.  However,  we  know 
it  will  be  long  before  fuch  governments  as 
thofe  of  France  and  Spain  can  attra£t  men 
with  capitals,  or  enable  others  to  raife  them 
by  manufadories  ;  and  we  know  what  dif- 
ficulties they  had  to  encounter  in  the  few 
they  haye  attempted.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
wifer  for  them  to  depend  more,  as  yet,  on 

7  the 
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the  produce  of  their  lands,  and  for  that 
j^urpofe  to  begin  by  changing  their  tenures, 
taxes,  and  methods  of  farming,  than  at- 
tempt to  force  hands  and  capitals  into  new 
employments,  while  others  remain  neglefl- 
cd  that  are  of  more  nationaF  importance. 

The  Marquis  de  V — ,  who  is  a  very  fen- 
iible  man;  has  told  me,  that  he  now  con- 
fid  ers  our  fall  as  certain  and  inevitable, 
from  our  want  of  wifdom,  and  even  of 
common  fenfe,  about  this  refiftance  in  Ame- 
rica :  firft,  in  creating  it,  next,  in  not  over- 
looking it,  and  in  our  oppofing  itatlaft 
with  fo  little  political^  and  military  felll: 
that  he  is  forry  for  it,  on  account  of  what 
hi^  country  will  lofe^  by  the  want  of  that 
rivalftiip  and  emulation  between  us,  the 
fource  of  fo  much  exertion,  and  of  (o  mucli 
good  to  both  nations ;  for  he  thinks  we 
fliall  fall  too  low,  and  not  retain  fufficient 
weight  and  importance  to  be  their  competi- 
tors in  any  thing,  Muft  Carthage  then 
'fall  ?  May  not  we  hope  that  fhe  will  yet  fur- 
vive  this  wholefome  check ;  and  exift,  a^" 
profpcr,  even  without  colonies,  thofe  molt 
e^Kpenfive  of  all  cuftomers?  May  they  no^» 
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1x1  time,  become  better  cuftomers,  without 
the  charge  of  governing  them,  when  both 
fides  fhall  recover  temper  enough  to  purfue 
their  mutual  intereft?  Befidcs,  I  believe 
our  rivals  here  are  fully  as  far  gone  in  the 
decline  as  we. 

I  grant  that  it  is  far  better  for  both,  and 
perhaps  for  all  the  nations,  that  France  and 
England  fhould  exift  together,  as  feparate 
and  nearly  equal  kingdoms,  though  we 
fhould  go  on  to  hate,  and  make  war  on 
each  other*  Let  us  hope  the  other  nations 
would  not  fit  quiet  and  feejthe  one  deftroy 
or  fubdue  the  other.  Not  that  I  think  it 
impoffible  for  a  great  majority  of  Europe 
to  be  wrong,  or  too  fupine,  pr  blind  to  the 
general  intereft :  witnefs  their  aot  forming 
ajuuiftionfuflScient  to  oppofe  the  Mahome- 
dan  inroads  into  Europe  and  Africa,  and 
.  their  permitting  the  divifion  of  Poland. 

This   American^  difpute  of  ours  feems 

warmly  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  whole 

world,  and  in  a  manner  which  indicates  the 

'  ftrongeft  prejudices  againft  iis.     They  all 

Vol.  I.  I  i  cohr 
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confider  America  as  already   independent, 
and  upon  that  fuppofition  are  forming  various 
and  intereftedfpeculations.  In  cafe  of  univer- 
fal  tyranny  in  Europe,  which  may  poffibly 
again  be  the  cafe,  in  time,  by  a  partition  of 
it  among  a  few  overgrown  defpots,  and  then 
perhaps  foon  again  devoured  by  one ;  North 
.America,  it  is  thought,  in  that   cafe,  may 
ferve  as  an  afylum  for  perfecuted  liberty, 
which  may,  from  thence,  reverberate  on  its 
perfecutors.      But  that,   as  well    as  many 
other  fpeculations,  are  certainly  very  diftant 
and  doubtful,  with  a  continent  fb  lately, 
and  as  yet  fo  thinly  inhabited.      Even  if 
they  Ihould  become  completely  independent, 
there  cannot  probably  be  any  fettled  govern- 
ment there  for  a  long  time  to  come  j  and  in 
their  various  (Iruggles,  there  is  no  forefee- 
ing  yet  fo  far  into  what  may  be  the  refult. 
If  they  continue,  obliged  to  enter  into  our 
weak   and   corrupt  fyftems   of   European 
politics,  and  to  depend  on  our  divifions  and 
alliances,  their  fubjedion,  or  mutual  de- 
ftrudion,  will  probably  be  the  confequence; 
and  yet  without  fufficient  conneaion  with 
Europe,   they  muft  probably  decline,  or 

thrive 
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thrive  much  flower.  Peopled  from  thence, 
they  muft  partake  of  it's  vices,  in  addition 
to  their  own  plentiful  ftock.  Some  of  the 
European  manners  and  inftitutions,  which 
they  have  adopted,  may  not  fuit  with  their 
iituatjon,  and  may  help  to  prevent  their 
progre&  and  their  union.  Indeed  the  difH<- 
culties  of  reuniting  fuch  a  lengthened  coun- 
try, andfuch  varying  interefts,  may  long 
be  infurmountahle,  efpecially  when  the 
mod  powerful  motives  of  union,  the  go- 
vernment, or  enmity  of  a  mother-country, 
ihali  be  wanting:  if  they  arc  not  wife 
enough  to  make  ufe  of  the  prefent  motive 
of  union,  a  common  enemy,  while  it  lafls, 
and  by  means  of  the  war,  eftablifli  a  go- 
vernment fufficiently  powerful,  general^ 
and  uniform ;  a  peace  may  feparate  fuch  ill- 
conneSed  materials,  and  finally  tear  them 
to  pieces. 

But  the  worft  part,  for  us,  of  this  war 
will  be,  not  the  pecuniary  lofs  and  ex- 
pence,  but  the  ill  fuccefs  and  difgrace  that 
will  probably  attend  it ;  and  hence  our 
finking  in  the  fcale  and  in  the  opinion  of 
Europe.  The  ideas  you  mention  of  divid- 
li  2  ing 


484       LETTERS   FROM   FRANCE. 

ing  our  army  to  attack  the  country  in  dif- 
ferent quarters,  that  we  may  be  beaten  ia 
detail,  and  efpecially  if  thofe  armies  leave 
their  ports,  or  their  depots^  fo  far  as  to  fhut 
up  or  endanger  the  communication  behind 
them,  which  we  know  to  have  always 
failed  from Xenophon  downwards:  infliort, 
the  whole  original  plan  of  fubduing  by 
force  what  is  by  that  means  rendered  un- 
worthy the  increafed  cxpence  of  keeping,  are 
all  ideas  fo  thoroughly  abfurd)  ungenerous, 
tyrannical,  or  unmilitary,  that  they  mull 
entail  difgrace  on  thofe  who  can  adopt 
them.  But  it  is  not  probable  that  all  your 
army  or  navy  can  adopt  them,  or  be  hearty 
in  the  caufe  j  nay,  the  contrary  is  fuffici- 
ently  notorious ;  and,  indeed,  nothing  could 
fave  us  from  eternal  difgrace  but  its  being 
pretty  well  known  every  where,  except  in 
England,  that  the  majority  and  the  beft 
parts  of  the  nation  are  againft  fuch  mea- 
fures :  if  that  majority  does  not  foon  pre- 
vail, your  conftitution,  and  your  America, 
will  be  together  loft.  Such  are  fome  of  the 
wild  fpeculations  that  occur,  among  a  va- 
riety of  others  which  you  may  have  already 
heard  on  this  fubjed. 
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LETTER     XXVIII. 
Memorandums  of  different  Journeys. 

IT  is  no  eafy  matter  to  chufe  among  my 
notesf  and  to  judge  of  what  is  worth 
telling  you ;  nor  is  it  always  eafy  to  de- 
termine what  can  be  told.  In  this  great 
and  complicated  art  of  alphabetical  writing, 
rendered  fo  eafy  and  familiar  by  habit,  we 
are  not  always  aware  of  the  limits  of  its 
-powers.  Your  complaints  of  my  brevity 
and  obfcurity,  in  fome  things,  may  be  well 
enough  founded,  and  yet  not  to  be  entirely 
reme4ied  :  we  cannot  by  this  great  art  tranf- 
mit,  perlnqps,  above  hatf<mr  ideas,  and  thefe 
incompletely.  I  muft  conclude  by  giving 
you  ftill  fome  more  of  my  brevities^  from 
the  memorandum  book. 

Among  the  notes  of  this,  and  fome  other 

journies,  I  find,  for  example,  the  follow- 

I  i  3       '  ing. 
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ing.  On  approaching  Paris,  my  Parifian 
companion  was  delighted,  even  with  the 
fmell  of  it,  which  I  thought  very  of- 
fenfive. 

Weighed  my  Englifli  pound  avoirdu- 
pois very  exadtly  with  Monf.  Biiflbn,  and 
found  it  8538  French  grains. 

I  find  I  diflike  this  capital  for  feveral 
things, — ^but  all  down  the  Seine  is  beauti- 
ful. Paris  unfit  for  the  poor,  who  are  not 
fuflBciently  confidered  by  any  rank  of  peo- 
ple here,  except  by  fome  of  the  clergy, 
among  whom  there  is  a  great  deal  of  merit, 
but  too  much  of  that  kind  of  charity  which 
promotes  idlenefs.  Is  this  fuperftitious  and 
ceremonious  religion  a  neceflary  fupple- 
ment.to  this  kind  of  government  ?  Has  not 
the  church  contributed  to  make  the  civil 
government  defedive  in  order  to  ^create 
work  for  herfelf? 

The  country  from  Paris  to  Orleans  is 
likewife  rather  naked  and  trljle^  Corn^ 
fand,    frccftone,   light  foil,    few  trees  or 

fences 
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fences  till  you  come  to  the  foreft  of  Orleans, 
and  even  that  confifts  moftly  of  fmall  trees 
and  brufh-wood.  The  town  nafty,  and 
infefted  with  bugs.  Some  good  houfes, 
one  good  ftreet,  and  a  fine  bridge,  with 
long,  light,  beautiful,  ejliptic  arches.  They 
are  repairing  their  Gothic  cathedral  here ; 
they  began  profefledly  to  preferve  it  in  the 
fame  old  ftyle,  which  is  very  good,  but 
they  cannot  keep  to  their  pattern  ;  they  are 
now  changing  the  tafte  and  architedhire. 
The  French  think  they  can  improve  every 
thing.  Even  the  fimple  and  beautiful 
Greek  vafcs  they  often  load  with  orna- 
ment. , 

From  Orleans^  down  the  Loire,  we  begin 
to  fee  better  cattle,  agriculture,  population, 
trees,  houfes,  villages,  in  Ihort,  a  rich 
and  fine  country  :  and  Blots  rifes  nobly  on 
the  hills  that  overlook  the  river  ; — as  does 
Cbanteloup^  farther  down  on  the  other  fide: 
Monf.  de  Choifeul  has  here  been  at  great 
pains  and  expence  to  lay  out  and  manage 
fome  lands  a  tAngloife ;  but  it  will  prove 
too  expenfive  for  this  country.  The  cba^ 
I  i  4  teau 


488        LETTERS   FROM   FRANCE. 

teau  is  too  much  in  the  French  ftyle  for  us; 
thefe  manfard  clumfy  roofs  offend  my  eye 
all  through  France. 

TCours — ^in  a  fine  well  watered  plain, 
furrounded  by  diflant  woody  hills ;  the 
whole  very  rich  and  fine.  . 

Marquis  dc  Voyers^  (D^Argenfottj)  am 
Oltnes. — A  good  houfe  in  a  bottom,  with  a 
high  tower  for  view ;  how  many  finer  fitua- 
tions  for  a  houfe  among  the  furrounding 
hills  ?  This  great  eftate  was  probably  bought 
with  public  money.  I  believe  mod  of  the 
miniflers,  in  this  country,  make  fortunes. 
There  is  no  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this 
nation  to  call  for  accounts.  Here  is  a  tole- 
rable breed  of  Englifh  race-horfes ;  but  bad 
grafs  lands,  after  much  pains  and  expence, 
fo  that  they  muft  probably  fkll  off. 

Cbatleraud — inhabited  almoft  entirely  by 
fmiths  and  cutlers.  How  eafy  to  employ 
thefe  four  or  five  hundred  workmen  to 
much  better  purpofe,  and  to  produce  at 
leaft  twice  the  work  ?  but  there  is  very  lit- 
tle 
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tie  public  fpirit  in  this  country, — ^few  capi- 
tals to  be  employed  in  manufaftures,  a 
want  of  machines,  of  Ikill,  of  exertion : 
it  muft  be  long  before  this  nation  can  rival 
you  as  manufai^urers :  it  might  be  better 
for  you,  I  think,  if  they  did,  and  were 
equally  rich  and  induftrious  with  your- 
felves ;  they  would  then  be  better  cuftoraers 
than  now  :  if  nations  were  hot  oppreffed 
and  impeded  by  their  foolifti  governments, 
each  of  them  would  probably  produce  and 
manufa£ture  what  was  moft  natural  and 
proper  for  their  country  and  climate  and 
the  one  would  fupply  what  was  wanted  by 
the  other,  to  the  greateft  mutual  benefit  of 
all*  May  not  we  hope  to  fee  governments 
open  their  eyes  on  this  fubjed  ?  during  this 
inveffigating  and  enlightened  age,  as  people 
come  to  read  A.  Smith's  book :  but  govern- 
ments are  generally  led  or  advifed  by  the 
little  peddling  people  in  trade,  who  fee  no- 
thing beyond  their  bwn  little  nonfenfical 
fy  ftems  of  monopoly,  and  are  not  probably 
the  beft  politicians  in  theftate:  indeed,  it 
is  yet  hard  to  fay  where  to  find  better: 
the  heft  remedy  would  be,  for  rainifters  to 

travel 
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travel  and  take  great  pains  themfelves,  aod 
eonfult  moft  with  thofe  who  have  done  the 
iame^ — ^with  thofe  who  have  lived,  and 
fcave  been  employed  in  different  countries. 
If,  by  chance,  a  minifter  reads  and  reafons 
himfelf  into  a  good  fyftem,  it  is  probable 
he  knows  not  the  chief  part,  the  way  to 
carry  it  into  execution:  a  few  general  rules 
or  principles  are  eafily  learned  ;  in  the  ex- 
ceptions to  thofe  rules,  and  in  the  pradice, 
confift  the  difficult  leffons.  Theory  and 
practice  are  no  where  fufliciently  acqujunted. 
Power^is  generally  too  proud  to  be  taught, 
and  too  ignorant  to  judge :  it  thinks  it  can 
do  every  thing,  and  amidft  other  nonfenfe, 
vainly  fancies  it  can  trim  and  manage  tbe 
balance  of  trade.  If  governments  would 
let  trade  alone,  it  would  probably  balance 
itfelf  much  better  than  they  can.  If  either 
nations,  or  individuals,  have  a  mind  to  ex- 
pend beyond  their  income,  I  fear  their  go- 
vernments cannot  then  prevent  them,  if 
they  have  previoufly  taken  fuch  bad  care  of 
their  education,  as  to  let  them  once  acquire 
«thofe  vicious  habits. 

♦  Poitiers 
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Poitieri — cWf^  a  fine  ridge  of  Hill^,  with 
fome  good  houfes,  but  many  artcieiit  and 
mean :  in  tbp  country,  much  mifery,  and 
wooden  fhoes. 

Angoulime — Kkewife  on  a  noble  com- 
manding fituation, — a  fine  exfenfive  vieW 
over  a  well-cultivated  country  towards  the 
fea,  rich  in  wines  and  brandies.  Iron 
Works  and  cannon  founderies,— and  a  great 
wafte  of  wood  and  land. from  the  want  of 
Coal.  I  fiibuld  like  to  examine  the  jftrata 
of  thefe  countries,  to  fome  depth,  with 
fome  of  our  naturalifts.  There  are  fine 
quarries  of  good  ftone,  I  think,  all  over 
France;  and  there  are  probably  plenty  of 
metallic  ores  in  the  central  parts. 

Bourdeaux  —  beaux,  bucks.  *—  Luxury 
with  commerce.  Is  not  this  like  joining 
jiarfimony  and  extravagance  ?  Such  are  the 
inconfiftencies  of  man:  but  mere  expence 
does  not  always  produce  tafte  or  refine- 
ment :  the  luxury  of  commerce,  I  doubt, 
is  often  attended  with  ignorance  and  bad 
tafte:  however,  you  will  find  Monf.  and 

Mad. 
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MacL  Louis  here  much  wqc^  knawing: 
he  is  building  them  a  very  fine  theatre,  and 
means  to  publifh  a  particular  detail  of  the 
work :  in  great  works  this  fhould  never  be 
negleded.     Monf. '  L  thinks   he   has 

performed  fome  things  rather  new  in  the 
cuttings  £cc. 

This  Garonne  is  a  fine  river,  and  the 
means  of  a  great  trade.  Seventy  thoufand 
ton  of  .wine,  at  leall,  annually  exported ; 
and  the  confumption  of  the  place  and  its 
environs,  equal  one  hundred  thoufand,  viz. 
fifty  thoufand,  computed  from  the  duties 
raifed  on  it,  and  as  much,  it  is  thought, 
efcapes  by  fraud :  a  great  Weft  India  trade 
alfo ;— they  fay,  equal  to  fifty  million  livres 
yearly.  We  learn,  that  the  French  part 
only  of  Hifpaniola  produces  as  much  as 
all  our  Weft  India  iflands  together,  and  not 
by  capitals  from  home,  but  by  thofe  gradu^ 
ally  raifed  there. 

Thefe  magiftrates  of  Bpurdeaux  propofe 
to  try  a  tax  upon  fait,  for  experiment, 
meaning  to  difcontinue  it  if  found  incon-' 

venient, 
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venient,  or  not  to  anfwer:  they  muft  be 
fimpletons  if  they  believe  it  will  ever  again 
be  difcontinued.  Here  is  Voltaire's  Aca* 
detnie  des  moutons  rouges  j  a  nickname  it 
may  probably  retain  (fee  Candide). 

Such  are  not  the  places  where  fcience 
chufes  to  dwell :  fhe  is  rarely  found  to  be 
very  nearly  allied  to  commerce,  or  the  love 
of  money ;  only  in  England,  I  think  there 
are  fome  hopes  of  her  becoming  more  near- 
ly allied  to  trade,  as  your  education  muft 
furely,  in  time,  be  extended  and  improved, 
as  its  importance  muft  become  evident  to  a 
rich  and  improving  nation.  Under  fuch 
governments  as  this,  6ven  riches  produce 
but  little  public  fpirit :  indeed,  the  public, 
in  thefe  days,  is  nowhere  confidered  as  it 
ought  to  be ;  and  here  it  is  hardly  con- 
fidered at  all.  We  have  juft  heard  the 
opinion  of  fome  great  lawyers  and  magi- 
ftrates  agsunft  the  public,  in  the  difpofal  of 
fome  litigated  public  money,  which  fliews 
how  little  they  confider  the  public  good : 
to  fettle  the  difpute,  the  monisy  has  been 
given  to  a  convent :  falfe  and  inadequate 

ideas 
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ideas  of  juftic?,  ^nd  of  Its  impcntaace,  given 
to  the  people,  are  not  the  leaft  of  the  evils 
attending  a  bad  ^yernment* 

About  Bburdeaux,  I  think,  are  the  beft 
farmers  we  had  yet  feen  in  France,  efpecial- 
ly  of  their  vineyards,  which  are  well  mana- 
ged, as  are  all  the  other  ps^rts  of  this  wine 
bufinefs :  it  feems  natural  to  this  country, 
forming  at  once  a  flouriihing  agriculture,  a 
manufadory,  population,  and  riches.  Who- 
ever wiflies  to  underftand  all  the  wine  bufi- 
nefs, and  its  cultivation,  ihould  ^ome  to 
this  country :  it  is  wonderful  the  Spaifiards 
do  not  come  here  to  learn  thofe  branches, 
which  might  be  made  of  fuch  coolequeDce 
to  them. 

•  Government,  vainly  fearing  that  Coo  much 
land  may  be  turned  to  wine,  attempt  to 
make  the  farmers  turn  more,  to  com ;  better 
let  them  alone,  for  they  are  the  heft  judges 
in  thefe  matters :  but  power  is  very  apt  to  be 
ovft-wife.  This  wine  farming  is  to  be  fure 
a  kind  of  lottery,  which  tempts  with  great 
prizes,  and  is  fubjed  to  ftill  greater  lofles, 
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• 

like  mining,  or  like  our  hop-farming :  but 
ftill  the  beft  way,  I  believe;  is  to  let  the 
farmers  alone,  they  will  beft  difcover  and 
purfue  their  own  intereft  :  but,  alas  !  how 
few  governments  know  how  to  do  this, 
and  let  their  fubje£ls  alone?  No  one  coun- 
try can  produce  every  thing;  the  attempt 
"would  not  tend  to  improve,  but  to  impede 
or  force  nature,  who  wifely  feems  to  intend 
that  men  and  nations  fhould  want,  fhould 
fupply  and  affift  each  other.  An  entire  inde- 
pendence on  others,  would  be  an  impradli- 
cable  cynical  folecifm  in  human  policy :  it 
would  ftop  thb  fources  of  profperity,  by 
diminiihing  the  motives  to  induftry,  and 
occafion  a  gradual  decline :  a  fyftem  nearly 
adopted  by  Spain,  and  afterwards  too  much 
imitated  by  other  nations. 

Such,  in  this  laft  letter  you  are  to  expert 
from  France,  are  the  remarks  which  I  have 
coUeftedfrom  my  notes ;  thofe,  with  various 
names,  numbers,  and  abbreviations,  help  me 
to  recal  numerous  other  connected  ideas  asd 
occurrences,  which  would  neither  be  eafy  to 
communicate,  nor  perhaps  worth  it,  to  any 

other 
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other  pcrfon :  and  it  can  hardly  be  worth 
writing  much  about  thofc  parts  that  we  only 
run  through.  Ufeful  knowledge  and  re- 
fiedions  require  time  and  attention,  and  can 
only  be  produced  by  a  refidence. 

But  fome  of  thcfe  epiftles  may  furnilli 
you  with  leading  hints  and  marks  to  fleer 
by,  as  well  as  longer  and  more  laboured 
accounts :  the  moft  explicit  ought  not  to 
favc  you  any  neceflary  labour,  nor  could 
they,  perhaps,  lead  you  more  diredly  to 
your  object,  which  is  the  point  of  import- 
ance. Could  we  learn  to.  eftimate  things  | 
actor^ng  to  their  real  value,  andbecoutot 
with  what  is  really  ufeful ;  what  time  might 
be  faved!  and  how  much  farther  might  we 
go !  You  may,  I  hope,  find  leifure  to  en- 
quire farther  into  particulars,  into  the  real 
ftate  and  caufes  of  many  more  things  in 
this  country  i^  and  ftudy  their  laws,  hiftory, 
government,  arts,  manners,  &c.  on  the 
fjpot:  but  do  it  with  judgment  and  feleflion, 
aftd  to  fave  ximCy'^iorMzvous  ^  Futile  ^^ 
raj>plicabk. 


END   OF   THE   FIRST   VOLUME. 
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